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 Spotlight on… Psychophysiology Lab of Dr. Michael Dawson 

REMEMBER !  EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING IS 
COFFEE AND PASTRY IN ROOM SGM 501 

 
  Some weeks we will have special guests for conversations about their 

career paths, their views of Psychology today, and their research  projects 
of greatest personal interest. 

   
SPECIAL GUEST  AT 9:30 AM—10:00 AM 

BRING QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS! 
 

OCTOBER 29—DAVID NEAL—9:30 AM 
NOVEMBER 12—JOHN CACIOPPO—9:30 AM 
NOVEMBER 19– ELAINE ANDERSEN-9:30 AM 

DECEMBER 3-MICHAEL DAWSON-9:30 AM 
 

 Newsletter at a glance 
• Spotlight: Dr. Michael Daw-

son and his lab 
• Wednesday Coffee: Guests 
 
• Department Welcomes 

Chinese Scholars 
• Did you know? 
 
• Spotlight:   
 Dr. Ashley Borders 
• “Have you read anything 

good lately?” 
 
• Upcoming Events 
 
• Announcements 

Our laboratory conducts research on both normal and abnormal human cognitive and emotional processes by meas-
uring nonverbal physiological responses such as heart rate and muscle tension.  This covers a wide range of topics 
so let me give you specific examples of four of our recent publications and ongoing projects. 
 
 1.  Can emotions be learned without conscious awareness?  Can the way you feel about another person 
be conditioned without your awareness?  We tested this question by having a picture of a specific person always 
followed by an unpleasant picture. Physiological responses indicating the learning of negative feelings toward that 
person occurred only in participants aware of the stimulus relationship.  These findings highlight the importance of 
conscious cognitive processes in mediating learned emotional states. We also found that the participants who be-
came aware had lower physiological arousal and better short term memories than those who did not become aware, 
indicating a potentially important individual difference in learning. 

 
 2.  Do moving objects elicit more fear than stationary objects?  Fears of spiders and snakes are quite common.  Our research 
indicates that physiological expressions of these fears are greater to computer generated moving images of these objects than to pictures 
of the actual live objects that are stationary.  This method of measuring fear may be useful in the clinical treatment of phobias and other 
anxiety disorders. To test the application to phobias, we are now presenting the computer generated moving images of snakes and spiders 
to participants who have high fears of these objects. In this way we will see if the highly fearful participants differ from participants with 
normal levels of fear in both the degree and the nature of their physiological responding. 
 
 3.  Why do schizophrenic patients perform poorly on sustained attention tasks?  
Schizophrenic patients are impaired in tasks that require sustained attention to stimuli.  We 
detected physiological abnormalities in schizophrenic patients that occur within milliseconds 
after onset of the stimuli presented during this type of task.  These findings help clarify the na-
ture and source of the cognitive impairments in schizophrenic patients. 
 
 4.  Can we predict when schizophrenic patients are going to relapse?  Over 1/3 of 
schizophrenic patients relapse within one year of their hospital discharge. We have now found 
physiological abnormalities that reliable occur in the weeks preceding relapse.  These results 
help us understand the processes that lead to relapse and may aid in the early detection and 
prevention of psychotic relapses. 

Psychophysiology Lab: Louise Cosand, Dr. Anne 
Schell, Dr. Michael Dawson, Chris Courtney, and 
undergrad honors student, Georgia Christodoulou 
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• Irving Biederman was recently published in the LA Times and reprinted in newspapers all over the country and the UK for his Op-Ed piece enti-
tled: “The 411 to Avoid Boredom.” The piece can be found at: http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-biederman19-
2008jul19,0,3327488.story. He also was featured in two interviews, one on KUSC on the neural basis of aesthetics, and one interview on NPR’s 
“Fair Game with Faith Salie,” the subject of which was “Infovores.” The interview can be found at http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/
fairgame/.jukebox?action=viewMedia&mediaId=688281. 

 
• Congratulations to Elaine Andersen and the ‘Bring Me A Book Foundation’ who just recently had their $150,000 grant proposal approved by 

the California Community Foundation. This is the first literacy organization that the CCF has funded in the past 5 years. 
 
• Carlos Rodriguez, 1st year graduate student (Faculty advisor, Margaret Gatz) has been approved by the USC Graduate school for an EDGE 

Travel Grant.  Carlos will attend The National Institute on Aging (NIA) Grants Technical Assistance Workshop in association with the Geron-
tological Society of America, 61st Annual Scientific Meeting. 

 
• Frank Manis, who was a speaker in the October “What Matters to Me and Why” program, shared personal stories and life lessons to the audience 

at Ground Zero Coffee House.  http://college.usc.edu/news/2008/10/manis.html  
 
• Gerald C. Davison, dean of the USC Davis School of Gerontology and Professor of Psychology, has been traveling the world extolling the vir-

tues of new technologies and their benefits for older adults.  In the spring he traveled to Tawain  to speak on Gerontechology and in November he 
will be going to Dubai to participate in the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on the Challenges of Gerontology. 

          http://www.usc.edu/uscnews/stories/15701.html 
 
• In October, Irving Biederman presented invited talks at a Fissen Workshop in  West Paris, a colloquium at the University de Paris Descartes, the  

Frankfurt Institute of Advanced Studies in Germany, two colloquia at  the University of Bangor in Wales, U.K., a colloquium at the University of 
York, U.K., and talks at the CNRS Institut de  Neurosciences Cognitives de la Méditerranée in Marseille, France, and  a workshop at the European 
Conference of Computer Vision in Marseille,  France 

 
• On October 23, 2008, Jack McArdle hosted 25 nationally and internationally renowned cognitive psychologists and economists to discuss the 

results of his latest NIA sponsored research project: “Assessing and Improving Cognitive Measures in the Health and Retirement Study (HRS).” 
The HRS is a 16-year old, nationally representative study of older adults, which examines people’s retirement decisions in addition to their health, 
social, economic, and psychological status. Researchers value the information they gain from knowing a person’s cognitive status—the ability to 
think, reason, and remember things—because cognition can serve as an asset or be a limitation. The efforts of those who attended this meeting will 
transform the way cognition is measured in the 2010 HRS survey. 

 The Chinese Scholarship Council has 
initiated a fellowship program for faculty, junior 
faculty, and late year graduate students to come to 
the United States to do research for 6 to 24 
months.  The Chinese Scholarship Council sponsors 
the fellowship with a monthly stipend along with 
airfare to and from the United States.  

 In March 2008, a delegation of the Asso-
ciation for Psychological Science visited four Chi-
nese Universities/Institutes and signed an agreement 
with the Chinese Psychological Association to 
match up scholars with participating United States 
institutions.  Following the visit, APS sent a letter to 
all its Fellows to call upon them to participate in the 
program.  As a member of the APS delegation, Dr. 
Zhong-Lin Lu co-signed the letter with the President and deputy Presi-
dent of APS. The list is currently posted on the CPA website (http://
www.cpsbeijing.org/aps_work.htm). Both APS and CPA expect that the 
list will make an impact in 2009.  

 Prior to the APS visit, Dr. Lu has been an active participant 
with the Chinese Scholarship Council and as a result we currently have 

Psychology Department welcomes Chinese Scholars  
four Chinese Scholars in our department 
working with Dr. Lu and one working with 
Dr. Antoine Bechara.  

 This summer we welcomed Dr. 
Liping Wang, who is a full professor at 
Zejiang Industrial University, and is here for 
6 months working with Dr. Lu on amblyo-
pia, Dr. Haixian Wang, who is here for 12 
months, is junior faculty from Southeastern 
University of China, and he is working with 
Dr. Lu on Multivariate Analysis of 
fMRI .  Mimmi Cheng and Yue Leng are 
both graduate students from Southeastern 
University of China who will be here for 12 
months. Ms Cheng will be working with Dr. 

Lu on second language acquisition, and Ms. Leng will be working with Dr. 
Lu on decision making. Another graduate student, Qinghua He, will work 
with Dr. Antoine Bechara on decision making.  

 The goal of these Chinese Scholarship Council sponsored fellow-
ships is to foster exchange between scholars in China and the US, and to 
develop long-term collaborative research programs. 

Pictured from left to right: Dr. Liping Wang, Yue Leng, 
Dr. Zhonglin Lu, Minmin Cheng, Qinghua He 
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Many of you know that Ashley graduated from USC.  She has been a full-time non-tenure track faculty 
member since Fall, 2008.  She teaches Abnormal Psychology, Intro to Clinical Psychology, and Intro Psy-
chology.  She loves teaching and is especially enjoying getting to know her graduate student TAs.  During 
her last few years of graduate school, Ashley lectured part-time at Cal State Long Beach.  She’s happy to 
talk with any students who are interested in gaining teaching experience before they graduate. 
 
Ashley’s research focuses on the effects of rumination on anger and aggression.  She and social psych grad 
student Marija Spanovic recently developed a coding system to determine the content of people’s rumina-
tion (after audio-taping people ruminating, not too unlike an ATSS protocol!).  She also recently submitted 
an article on the relationships between mindfulness, rumination, and aggression. 
 

Ashley continues to see clients in therapy, both at the USC training clinic and as a psychological assistant in 
private practice in Culver City (where she is accepting new clients, if anyone has referrals).  Her clinical areas 
of specialty include working with older adults and caregivers, as well as mindfulness-based approaches.  Her 
new favorite professional activity is supervising graduate student therapists, and she hopes to do more of this in 
the future. 
 
Ashley grew up in Southern California and went back east for college (go Bulldogs!).  In college, she practi-
cally double-majored in psychology and history (they didn’t offer minors, and she decided in her senior year 
that she didn’t want to write 2 senior essays, so she just retained the psychology major).  After college, she 
moved back to Los Angeles and spent 2 years doing research at UCLA and one year teaching high school His-
tory and English.  Although she ultimately decided to pursue clinical psychology, she retains a love of history 
(and of teaching, obviously).  Finally, Ashley is a lifelong musician; she plays the cello in community orches-
tras and small ensembles and sings in various choirs (she also conducted children’s choirs through grad school 
to earn extra money).  But she says we shouldn’t hold our breath about hearing her play or sing, as she’s a shy performer. 

• Li, X., Lu, Z.L., Tjan, B.S., Dosher, B.A., & Chu, W. (2008). BOLD contrast response functions identify mechanisms of 
covert attention in early visual areas. PNAS, 105, 4068-4073. 

 
• Monroe, B.M., & Read, S.J. (2008). A general connectionist model of attitude structure and change: The ACS (Attitudes 

as Constraint Satisfaction) Model. Psychological Review, 115 (3), 733-759. 
 
• Nandy, A.S., & Tjan, B.S. (2008). Efficient integration across spatial frequencies for letter identification in foveal and 

peripheral vision. Journal of Vision, 8(13):3, 1-20, http://journalofvision.org/8/13/3/, doi:10.1167/8.13.3 
 
• Xue, G., Lu, Z.-L., Levin, I.P., Weller, J.A., Li, X., & Bechara, A. (2008). Functional dissociations of risk and reward 

processing in the medial prefrontal cortex. Cerebral Cortex, [E-pub ahead of print.] doi:10.1093/cercor/bhn147 
 
• Zhou, J., Tjan, B.S., Zhou, Y., & Liu, Z. (2008). Better discrimination for illusory than for occluded perceptual comple-

tions. Journal of Vision, 8(7):26, 1-17, http://journalofvision.org/8/7/26/, doi:10.1167/8.7.26 

Getting to Know Each Other…..Spotlight on Ashley Borders 
 

Dr. Ashley Borders 

Psychology Department Welcome Back Party 

Full articles are posted outside SGM 538.  Please send your newest / best publications to Twyla Ponton, ponton@usc.edu 

Ashley, Mozart and 
Cello 

 
And Sarnoff Mednick’s Retirement 
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Comments on the benefits of attending Wednesday Morning Coffee  
 

“You get to interact with faculty members with diverse research expertise and engage in intellectually stimulating discussions on things you may not have thought 
about. It may not directly contribute to your own research, but it will certainly help advance your understanding about psychological research (the planning, execu-
tion, challenge, and success). Of course, healthy snacks, fresh juices and coffee/tea are always lovely!  Cecilia Poon” 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

USC PSYCHOLOGY  
DEPARTMENT 

Presents a colloquium with 
 

David Neal, Ph.D. 
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow 
Psychology and Neuroscience 

Duke University 

“Mental Representation and  
Regulatory Control of Habits” 

 

October 29,2008 
12—1pm 
SGM 414 

“Operating Characteristics of the Affect System” 
HNB 100 — 12:00—1:00 PM 

USC PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
Presents a colloquium with 
November 12, 2008 

 
John Cacioppo, Ph.D. 

Tiffany and Margaret Blake Distinguished Service Professor, 
Director, Center for Cognitive and Social Neuroscience 

University of Chicago, Department of Psychology 
 

Afternoon Informal Discussion: 
“Loneliness and Aging”  

SGM 514 at 2:30 pm—4ish 

Conversation: 
At Wednesday Morning Coffee 9:30 am  

SGM 501 

Colloquium: 

Editor/Photographer: Sandy Medearis 
Assistant Editor:  Kevin Row, Psyc/Comm 2010 

 
• Psi Chi  Honor Society (Faculty advisor, David Walsh, and Staff Advisor, Vivian Hsu) and the organization LAMP are 
teaming up to help the mentally ill homeless individuals on Skid Row. LAMP needs toiletries and other essential items, which can 
be dropped off in a box in SGM 501 from November 17th to the 26th.  
 
• Susan Geffen, 1st year graduate student (faculty advisor, Toben Mintz) is teaming with  SOVA, a food bank that serves the 
greater Los Angeles area.  SOVA supplies basic needs to more than 6200 families every year. Susan  has been volunteering at 
SOVA for the last 8 years.  Donations of non-perishable items: canned fruits and vegetables, beans, tuna, and juice will make a 
big difference in the lives of people struggling every day to get by.  Your donated items 
can be dropped off in a box in SGM 501 from November 3rd to the 14th.  SOVA is a 
Hebrew word meaning  “to eat and be satisfied” 
 

• USC Good Neighbors Campaign: A USC alumnus, who wishes to remain anonymous, has 
challenged USC College to increase its Good Neighbors Campaign participation rate up to 
50%.  If we are successful, this alumnus will give $1millon gift to the endowment fund for our 
Joint Educational Project or JEP.  Your donation form has been distributed to you.  JEP will 
hold a celebration event on Tuesday, October 28th  from 11:30—1:30 in Founders Park to 
answer questions and talk about their program.  You are also able to donate on line at http://
college.usc.edu/gnc 

 

Conversation: 
At Wednesday Morning Coffee 9:30 am  

SGM 501 

PF3 

Graduate Students 
 

Become a Preparing Future 
Faculty Fellow! 

 
Introductory Meeting 
November 6, 6:30 pm 

SGM 514 


