
US C  D O C T O R A L  

P R O G R A M  I N  

C L I N I C A L  

S C I E N C E  

WELCOME 
A U G U S T  2 7 ,  2 0 1 5  

 

M A R K  Y O U R  

C A L E N D A R :  

 

August 31st: 

Brown Bag                        
SGM-460,10-11:30 

 

September 2nd: 

Clinical Area Meeting       
SGM-901,10:30-11:30 

 

September 14th: 

Brown Bag 

SGM-460, 10-11:30 

 

September 16th: 

Clinical Area Meeting 

SGM-901, 10:30-11:30 

 

September 18th: 

Internship Meeting 

 

September 21st: 

Cohort Meeting with DCT                  
(3rd year class) 

My daughter recently gave birth to our grandson. Over the last 
month we have been welcoming Alejandro William to our family 
in many different ways. There is nothing more special and        
challenging than to give birth and help guide and shape the life of 
a loved one. 

  

So first year class, although you are by no means infants, you have 
entrusted us, both faculty and fellow students, to help guide and 
shape your professional lives. Each one of you is an exceptional 
young scholar. We would not have accepted you to our program if 
you were not amazing. Nevertheless we recognize our role in 
helping you reach your professional goals. We as a program will 
do all we can to help you develop your many talents so that you 
can flourish as young clinical scientists in ways that make the most 
sense to you. We are most excited to welcome each one of you to 
the USC clinical science program. We look forward to working 
with you. 
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Welcome! 

W E L C O M E  

After moving from Boston two years ago, I’ve 
fully embraced the LA lifestyle by living near the 
beach with my two parrotlets, attempting to  
rollerskate, and maintaining a vegan diet. I’m 
interested in studying aging and neuroimaging 
biomarkers of dementia.  

Anna Blanken 

After six years on the East Coast I’m very  excited 
to be back home in LA and at USC. I’m looking 
forward to working with the Latino community, 
studying and addressing the factors that          
contribute to mental health disparities. In my 
free time I enjoy hiking, music, coffee, and 
spending time with my family and friends. 

Vanessa Calderon 

I completed my undergraduate degree in         
Psychology at UCLA in 2011 and received my 
Master’s in Clinical Psychology from Teachers 
College, Columbia University shortly thereafter. 
For the past year and a half, I worked in UCLA’s 
Health Psychology department with Dr. Chris 
Dunkel Schetter, examining how individuals and 
couples cope with health-related adjustment. 
When not researching, I love to hike and travel 
with friends...and eat copious amounts of pizza. 
Other points of interest are that I adore        
monkeys, I am scuba certified, and I have        
auditioned for American Idol (I’m tone-deaf and 
sing horribly, but am always up for karaoke!). I 
am thrilled to be working with Darby and joining 
the graduate cohort at USC. 

Mona Khaled 
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W E L C O M E  

Boston native. Enthusiast of travel, the outdoors, 
food, and reading...and research investigating 
aging via neuroimaging and neuropsychological 
methods.  

Elissa McIntosh 

I am originally from Denver, CO and I moved to 
Southern California to attend Pomona College. I 
love to ski, but I am glad to have left the snow 
behind. My first role at USC was as a lab         
manager with the Family Studies Project, so I am 
very excited about joining the lab as a graduate 
student.  

Hannah Rasmussen 

Nice to meet you. I’m an avid hiker, a singer, and 
an artist. I like coffee and the beach. My favorite 
thing in the world is swimming in mountain 
lakes. I love my family, my significant other, my 
friends, and my dog. I’m very excited to be here 
in the clinical area studying interventions for   
juvenile offenders and racial disparities in mental 
health. Ask me anything.  

Miriam Rubenson 

Welcome! 


