
Spring 2013

Lecture Section 52750R  Tue. & Thu. 12:30-1:50 pm  Location  SGM 601

Course Description and Outcomes
According to the course catalog, Statistics I is an introduction to the use of statistics in psychology. It 
covers basic ideas in measurement, frequency distributions and descriptive statistics as well as concepts 
and procedures in statistical inference.  While the course will cover these concepts in detail, the 
overarching goal of this course is to empower you as behavioral scientists with both the understanding 
and know-how of statistics. My hope is that you not only come to appreciate the value of statistics in 
virtually all areas of your academic, occupational, and personal life, but that you also feel confident, 
prepared, and motivated to use statistics in advancing scientific knowledge in psychology and other 
behavioral and natural sciences.

Instructor InformationInstructor Information

Kimberle A. Kelly, PhD Office Phone: 213-740-9192

Office Location: SGM 529A Mailbox:  SGM 501

Email: akimkelly@gmail.com Include your name and course in all emails

On-site/phone hours (no appt. necessary): 

Mon. 10am-noon Thu. 10:30-12:30

Lab Section 52751R
Mon. 8-10am, SGM 631 

Lab Section 52752R
Wed. 2:00-3:50pm, SGM 631

Lab Section 52755R
Tue. 10:00-11:50am, SGM 631

TA is your instructor Dr. Kelly TA is your instructor Dr. Kelly TA is your instructor Dr. Kelly

Course Management on Blackboard, Aplia, SPSS, and Google
Most course materials can be obtained from Blackboard beginning the first week of classes until the 
posting of final grades in May 2013. Many assignments will also be submitted via Blackboard, which 
also serves as the route for course-related announcements and email. Incidentally, it is also the route to 
contacting you in the unlikely event of a campus emergency or personal emergency on the instructor’s 
part.  It is your responsibility to monitor Blackboard continuously throughout the course. You will be 
required to complete weekly homework assignments using the online interface, Aplia, that accompanies 
the required course textbook (see Course Materials).  You will be required to use IBM Statistics (or SPSS) 
to complete weekly lab assignments during your lab section, which is available in most on-campus 
computing facilities (remote access is not available).  In some cases, course material and assignments 
will be managed through cloud-based computing services provided free of charge by Google. You will 
be provided access to these materials through posted links and email invitations. In order to access 
them, you may be required to create a gmail account (which you can link directly to your student email 
account). Your instructor can assist you with any technical issues regarding these applications if you 
have trouble.
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First Things First
PSYC 274 is a labor intensive course that will require you to keep up on a weekly basis. Do not hesitate 
to seek assistance from the instructor and your classmates. We are all in this together.  In addition, the 
course is organized in such a way that it requires your ongoing participation and time management to 
perform in a successful manner. 

Course Materials

• Text and support materials: 
Gravetter, F. J., & Wallnau, L. B. (2013). Statistics for the behavioral sciences (9th ed.). Belmont,  CA:  
Wadsworth, Cengage Learning.

For purchase of the digital textbook and related products and services, go to 
http://www.cengagebrain.com/shop/isbn/978-1-133-14238-6

Select the option for: 

 Aplia 1-Semester Instant Access for Gravetter/Wallnau's Statistics for the Behavioral 
Sciences, 9th Edition

This is the most economical option. You may feel free to purchase a print version of the textbook as you 
wish, but you must purchase 1 semester access to Aplia, the program that will provide graded practice 
problems that will be required for your homework grade.  Use the instructions on Blackboard to 
register for Aplia access and access to the digital textbook.  

For the purchase of the print text with the Aplia access, go to
http://www.cengagebrain.com/shop/isbn/9781133540717

Other text-based resources may be provided through CourseMate. Again, you have to register for a 
course using a special access key. Instructions are on Blackboard.

• Software 
Outside of standard software for using the internet, preparing assignments, reports and presentations, 
you will use Google-based cloud computing tools (such as spreadsheets and forms), Excel, USC Library 
services databases, and IBM Statistics (formerly SPSS). While IBM Statistics is only available on 
machines in on-campus computing classrooms and centers, all other software and online tools are 
readily available, and mostly free of charge.

• Hardware
Hand Calculator with a square root function:  The simplest calculator you can get with a square root 
function, the better. There is no need for anything fancy (a small, solar-powered one works best, $10-15). 
You can also use graphing calculators with statistical functions like mean and standard deviation or 
memory functions, but this is not required.

Portable or online storage:  You will need a way to save files (portable USB drive, Dropbox, or Cloud 
drive). You CANNOT store files on lab computers.
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Personal Laptops, mobile devices:  While laptops are permitted and will sometimes be used in lecture, there 
will be times when their use will be limited by the instructor. These devices should always be MUTED 
during lecture or lab, and no headphones are allowed. 

APA Publication Manual:  Since you will be required to use APA style in formatting your assignments in 
this course, you may find it useful to buy your own copy. Relevant details about APA style will be 
provided by the instructor. 

American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological 
 Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

Course Requirements
The course material is organized into four pieces, each corresponding to 25% of the final grade in the 
course. Details on each of these pieces will be provided on Blackboard during the first week of classes. 
Out of a possible 400 points possible in the course:

Instructor InformationInstructor Information

Part A:  100 points:  Weekly Aplia Homework 
Assignments, Automatic Grading System

Skills practice after introduction of concepts in 
lecture, score the top 10

Part B:  100 points:  Weekly Lab Assignments 
using IBM Statistics, Peer Graded

Focus on analysis of authentic data to apply 
knowledge and skills, score the top 10

Part C:  100 points:  Midterm and Final 
Examinations, Instructor Graded, Reschedule 

only with a documented, excused absence

Demonstrate proficiency of knowledge and 
skills as feedback to students and instructor

Part D:  100 points:  Applied Statistics 
Assignment, Instructor Graded, Late 

Assignments will lose 5 points per day

Apply the course material in a systematic way 
to the analysis of an original data collection 

effort undertaken by your lab section. 

Grade Scale

The minimum percentage required to receive each letter grade below will NOT be adjusted.

  A 93% or betterA- 90%
 B+ 87% B 83%  B- 80%
 C+ 77% C 73%  C- 70%
 D+ 67% D 60%  F below 60%
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University Course Policies, Academic Integrity, and Seeking Help
Although the following comments are brief, they are extremely important to understand, as they 
constitute the official policies guiding the conduct of this course. You are accountable for them.

• You will receive feedback about your performance on all course-related tasks in a timely manner. 
All points assigned will be updated weekly on Blackboard. Changes to grades will only be made 
on the basis of instructor or TA error. The course adheres to standard university grading and course 
completion policies, available at http://www.usc.edu/dept/ARR/grades/gradinghandbook/
gradingpolicies.html.

• No cheating--it only cheats you of the learning you are here for. There is a tutorial and quiz that all 
students must take at http://www.usc.edu/libraries/about/reference/tutorials/
academic_integrity/index.php. An academic tutorial and quiz on Academic Integrity will be completed as 
part of class 1.

• If you are having personal trouble, seek help immediately from appropriate resources (if in doubt, 
contact Student Affairs, Counseling Services, http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/Health_Center/
counseling/. You should not disclose personal issues to your instructor or TAs.

• If you would like additional tutoring or help with writing, you can contact the Center for Academic 
Support at http://sait.usc.edu/academicsupport/centerservices/tutorlearning.html, or the Writing 
Center at http://dornsife.usc.edu/writingcenter/.

Agreements and Accommodations
As a class, we will discuss expectations for behavior and classroom practices around the course. These 
expectations will be provided in written form on Blackboard to represent the verbal contract we make 
as a class.

If you require accommodations beyond those provided in lecture and lab (e.g., assistance using a 
computer, taking notes, extra time for exams), you are required to work with the Disability Services 
Program (DSP) to provide documentation of the need and we will work together to provide the 
necessary accommodations for you. More information is available at http://sait.usc.edu/
academicsupport/centerprograms/dsp/home_index.html.

Extra Credit
You may participate in the USC Psychology Subject Pool for up to 20 course points, or 5% of your total 
grade. Each credit is worth 4 points. To receive credits for a course, you have to successfully complete 
the experiment AND complete an online google form. All materials are due no later than the day you 
are sent preliminary reports of your points by the Experiment Management System. See the documents 
on Blackboard 1) from the subject pool TA Miao Wei, weimiao@usc.edu concerning the use of the 
subject pool, 2) for access to the online google form, and 3) overview and calendar for submitting extra 
credit for Spring 2013. Any questions about the online form that you must complete should be directed 
to the course instructor. It is recommended that you take the online form questions with you and 
complete them immediately following the study while the experience is fresh in your mind.
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Class Schedule
The class schedule is a living document, which means that it can change. An updated syllabus 
spreadsheet will be made available on Blackboard.
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