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how memory works and why we forget.
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BRigHDe MULLinS 
Director,  
Master of Professional 
Writing Program

Brighde Mullins has been 
awarded a Guggenheim 
Fellowship for her work 
as a playwright. With the 
fellowship’s support, Mul-
lins is spending the Fall 
2012 semester researching 
and writing about Phillis 
Wheatley — a slave who 
became the first African 
American woman to pub-
lish a book of poetry in the 
United States. Mullins calls 
playwriting a strange and 
difficult form. “It’s a thrill-
ing time to be a playwright 
because people crave prox-
imity to a live event,” she 
said. “William Butler Yeats 
talked about the ‘fascina-
tion of what’s difficult’ and 
he said that’s what attracts 
writers to their art. For 
playwrights, it really is 
the fascination of what’s 
difficult because playwrit-
ing is a form that takes a 
lot of collaborators even as 
it starts on the page, with 
the word, with story, with 
character.” An artist can-
not wait for ideas, Mullins 
said. Writing plays requires 
space and unstructured 
time to explore ideas, 
which is exactly what the 
fellowship will provide 
Mullins, who was previous-
ly named a United States 
Artists literature fellow 
and a Whiting Foundation 
fellow. “This fellowship 
gives me a sense of permis-
sion married to a sense 
of momentum,” she said. 
Mullins’ Poetry: A Play has 
been commissioned by the 
Pioneer Theatre Company 
in Salt Lake City, Utah.
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The Kingdom of Memory
One tiny drop of pond water. That’s all it took. Peering down a microscope at the 
age of 10, I can distinctly remember glimpsing — for the first time — the miniscule 
creatures alive in that tiny sample. The hundreds of cilia that beat in unison to pro-
pel the Paramecium. The rotating, whip-like flagella that moves the Euglena about. 
The millions of microbes found in a splash of water. 

I began to realize that there is so much more to uncover in life than what you can see at 
the ends of your hands and feet. I was sold on becoming a scientist.

Throughout my subsequent path as a scholar, teacher and leader, I have often reminded 
myself of that moment of pure joy. However, what I have found even more inspiring is wit-
nessing such Eureka moments alongside students as they not only grasp a concept, but run 
with it, synthesize it, extend it in their own ways. That passage into discovery is often life-
changing and always unforgettable.

Each of us has an eclectic set of recollections that in no small part defines who we are. In 
this issue, we consider the complex subject of memory through multiple lenses: science, lit-
erature, history, culture and family. For as Holocaust survivor and writer Elie Wiesel noted 
in a 1984 interview for The Paris Review, “In the end, it is all about memory, its sources and 
its magnitude, and, of course, its consequences.” 

As the 21st dean of USC Dornsife, I have the privilege of leading our students, faculty, 
alumni, staff and supporters during a pivotal time in the university’s history. We are em-
barking together on a journey that will no doubt leave an indelible mark upon our collective 
memory as Trojans as we build upon our strong liberal arts ethos and graduate programs 
while continuing to ensure access to the world-class faculty and facilities for scholarship.

I invite all of you to join in the cutting-edge narrative that comprises USC Dornsife,  
so we can emerge with experiences that will help shape our shared future.

Steve Kay
Dean of USC Dornsife
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THe MeMory ISSue

Postcards From Memory Lane
Five USC Dornsife authors from various disciplines ponder the connection between creativity and 
memory. By Dan Knapp

Understanding the Universal
The USC Shoah Foundation — The Institute for Visual History and Education offers a perspective on 
genocides that have occurred throughout the world. Preserving these memories helps ensure that for  
generations to come these stories will be a compelling voice for education and action. By Alina Tugend

Mind Games
Memory is our brain’s library, the key to our consciousness and identity. Its loss may be triggered by 
obesity, head injury, even traffic pollution. Can fasting help? By Pamela J. Johnson

Shadows & Symbols
For Macarena Gómez-Barris, memories weave a complex chronicle of culture and power in South 
America. By Michelle Salzman

Still Life
Judith Anne Still ’64 has devoted herself to rescuing her composer father’s forgotten legacy. By Susan Bell
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welcoMe To uSc dornSIfe! 
Freshman and transfer students 
enjoy a Welcome Picnic complete 
with Pink’s hot dogs. View photos 
at dornsife.usc.edu/facebook

USC Dornsife welcomes 32 new 
faculTy MeMberS. Learn more 
about their scholarship and re-
search interests at dornsife.usc.
edu/new-faculty-2012-13

dr. STeve Kay is installed as the 
21st dean of USC Dornsife. See 
profile on page 10.

8.23.12

9.5.12

11.7.12

4.26.12

5.11.12

11.6.12

10.18.12–10.21.12
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USC Dornsife issues more than 2,500 
degrees during coMMenceMenT 
2012: 1,969 bachelor’s, 291 master’s, 
69 graduate certificates and 174 
Ph.Ds. View photos at dornsife.usc.
edu/facebook

The dornSIfe neuroScIence 
pavIlIon is dedicated. The new 
facility houses the Brain and Creativity 
Institute, directed by University 
Professor Antonio Damasio. 

Ground is broken on verna and 
peTer dauTerIve Hall, USC’s 
first interdisciplinary social sci-
ences building that will serve as a 
center for research and teaching.
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N E W S  A N D  E V E N T S

“Our goal is for the U.S. 
to see the Netherlands as a 
country with shared history 
and values.”
Renée jones-Bos, the Netherlands 
ambassador to the United States, 
talks to students in “european 
foreIgn polIcy and SecurITy 
ISSueS” about mutual interests 
between the two countries.

4.16.12

6.6.12

“Bob’s ongoing commitment 
is helping us bring the 
messages of the institute’s 
Visual History Archive to 
young people worldwide.”
Steven Spielberg, founder of the 
USC Shoah Foundation — The   
Institute for Visual History and 
Education, presents Chairman and 
CEO of The Walt Disney Company 
Robert A. Iger with the institute’s 
highest honor, the aMbaSSador 
for HuManITy award.

4.13.12

Craig Stanford, professor of 
biological sciences and anthropol-
ogy, discusses his field research 
on great apes, monkeys and other 
animals with alumni and friends 
during the uSc dornSIfe faMIly 
day aT THe l.a. zoo. View photos 
at dornsife.usc.edu/family-zoo-day

Air pollution experts john Seinfeld 
of Cal Tech and Kirk Smith of the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
receive the 2012 Tyler prIze for  
envIronMenTal acHIeveMenT, 
administered through USC Dornsife.

5.19.12

6.8.12

USC Dornsife Magazine nabs a  
national caSe cIrcle of excellence 
award, bronze, in periodical design for 
the Fall 2011/Winter 2012 issue.

7.27.12–8.12.12

10.25.12

Continuing USC’s long tradition of 
nurturing successful Olympians, 24 
members of the USC Dornsife Trojan 
Family compete at the 2012 SuMMer 
olyMpIc gaMeS in London.

Professor of History Steven  
Ross explores how movie stars 
have played a significant role in 
shaping the course of American 
politics during TroJan faMIly 
weeKend. View photos at dornsife.
usc.edu/trojan-weekend-2012

rHacel Salazar parreñaS, 
professor of sociology and author 
of Illicit Flirtations: Labor, 
Migration and Sex Trafficking in 
Tokyo (Stanford University Press, 
2012), testifies before the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights about 
sex trafficking.
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@USCSolar13: There is 
always a Trojan doing 
something awesome, some-
where. MT @USCDornsife: 
Grad student sails Amazon, 
researching

@Gottemoeller: @USCedu 
Prof. Wayne Glass’ class 
stopped by the office after 
attending my SFRC hearing on 
21 june. Super smart group!

@Maheen_Sahoo: Ahhh, so 
happy! I got a @USCDornsife 
Continuing Student Scholar-
ship for the 2012-2013 school 
year! :) #hardworkpaysoff

@melinda_amato: Had a 
wonderful time seeing TC 
Boyle today and am looking 
forward to reading “The 
Tortilla Curtain”, big thanks 
to @USCDornsife!

@roSCollege: Can’t believe 
I’ll be in Kazakhstan in two 
months - I hear your Borat 
jokes and I raise you one 
incredible opportunity  
@USCDornsife!

@DanielGardina: Students at 
@USCDornsife: take classes 
outside your major. Try art, 
neuroscience, or philosophy 
because it interests you.

@ceciliauc: @USCDornsife 
Really put yourself out 
there. USC has everything 
& more to offer so try new 
things, get involved, and as 
always: fight on. :)

@SessaSays: @USCDornsife 
have an open mind, an open 
heart, and explore every possi-
bility and opportunity you get.

connecT wITH uSc dornSIfe
Check us out on your favorite 
social media sites. We wel-
come your posts and tweets 
for possible inclusion in the 
next issue of USC Dornsife 
Magazine.

dornsife.usc.edu/facebook 
Become a fan and get updates 

in your newsfeed.

dornsife.usc.edu/twitter 
Follow our tweets for the  

latest USC Dornsife news.

dornsife.usc.edu/youtube 

Watch the latest videos from 

the USC Dornsife community.

unlocK
Twitter

Extras Include:

1.
Download the USC Dornsife AR (Augmented Reality) App on your smartphone or 
tablet via your mobile app store. The app is available for Android and iOS (iPhone/iPad).

2.
Look for the Scan for Extras button throughout the magazine to find out what pages 
have more ideas to discover.

3.
Open the USC Dornsife AR (Augmented Reality) App and hold your phone 8–12” 
from the page. Enjoy videos, slideshows and music that appear on your screen.

No mobile device?  
Relax — videos are also on dornsife.usc.edu

The world of letters, arts and sciences isn’t limited to the 64 pages you’re 
holding in your hands. We have added more content throughout the issue that 
you can access through your smartphone or tablet all year long. This includes 
inspiring videos, slideshows, music and even a recipe. 

arcHIve
View a collection of photos 
from the International Mission 
Photography Archive. 
Page 8

lexIcon
Watch Brian McGackin MPW 
’10 read his poem “Kids Today.” 
Page 13

STIll lIfe
Listen to William Grant Still ’s 
original compositions “Gamin.”  
Page 49

Our world of Discovery
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The Arctic is the land of the midnight sun, 
ice-covered ocean and permafrost. Here, at 
the tippy top of the northern hemisphere, 
is a remote and beautiful landscape at the 
heart of a complex situation.

As polar ice caps shrink — an indica-
tor of climate change — newly exposed access to oil and 
gas resources have spurred a mad dash for energy riches. 
With the region encompassing Canada, the United States, 
Norway, Finland, Russia, Sweden, Iceland and Denmark, 
territorial claims have ignited.

This summer, students enrolled in the course “Ecological 
Security and Global Politics” had the extraordinary oppor-
tunity to explore these issues by meeting with top diplomats, 
energy experts, scientists and leaders from environmental 
organizations in the Arctic region. The class is part of USC 
Dornsife’s Problems Without Passports (PWP) program, 
which sends students across international boundaries to 
investigate complex societal issues.

Under the guidance of international relations faculty 
Steven Lamy and Robert English, students traveled to 
Stockholm, Sweden; St. Petersburg, Russia; and Rovani-
emi, Finland. They met with Gustav Lind, chairman of 
the Arctic Council, among a number of other prominent 
leaders of organizations working to sort out the ecological 
and political issues at hand.

In addition to engaging in intensive policy research, students 
got a chance to understand the Arctic in a way no textbook 
or Web site could convey. One side trip brought students 
to a village in Lapland, the largest region in Finland, 
where they spoke with indigenous cultural officials about 
preserving native languages and promoting sustainable 
tourism. There was also an impromptu cookout on the 
Gulf of Finland.

“I think it was important for the students to just stop 
working, stick their feet in virtual Arctic waters and see 
a little bit of the nature they were talking about in their 
seminars and books,” English said.

For international rela-
tions major Julia Man-
gione, opportunities like 
this are exactly why she 
chose to attend USC 
Dornsife. Mangione is 
writing a senior thesis on 
indigenous participation in 
the Arctic Council.

“We met phenomenal 
academics and researchers 
from the University of St. 
Petersburg, the University 
of Lapland and the Stock-
holm International Peace 
Research Institute,” she 
said. “Now I have contacts 
with all of these people. I 
can write them an e-mail 
and they know who I am. 
It’s really powerful to have 
those connections.”

North Pole Politics
Students travel to Sweden, Russia and Finland, and get an insider’s view of the environmental, political and 
international challenges of governing the Arctic.  by Michelle Salzman

F R O M  T H E  H e a r T O F  U S C
p

h
o

t
o

 c
o

u
r

t
e

S
y

 o
F

 M
e

G
h

a
n

 h
e

n
e

G
h

a
n

numbers

coMMunITy  
organIzaTIonS  
raISe dreaMS

As part of a larger study and 
ongoing research on low-income 
youth, Veronica Terriquez of soci-
ology surveyed more than 2,600 
young people in California for a 
report titled “Aspiring Americans: 
Undocumented Youth Leaders in 
California”, which was published 
by the Center for the Study of 
Immigrant Integration, housed in 
USC Dornsife. The results reveal 
that undocumented youth in civic 
organizations possess high aspira-
tions and demonstrate excep-
tional educational attainment.

of undocumented youth 
involved in community orga-
nizations said they expected 
to have a high-skills job 
requiring a four-year college 
degree, compared to 60 
percent of other youth.

of undocumented youth 
involved in community 
organizations said they 
felt empowered to make 
a difference in their com-
munities, compared to 41 
percent of youth overall.

of undocumented youth 
involved in community or-
ganizations had enrolled in 
post-secondary education, 
compared to 79 percent of 
other youth.

of undocumented youth 
who were civically engaged 
received high grades in 
high school (mostly As 
and Bs), compared to 47 
percent of other youth.

89%

95%

73%

72%

The research was funded 
by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation and the 
Spencer Foundation.

During their travel as part 
of “Ecological Security and 
Global Politics,” students got a 
chance to understand the Arctic 
in a way no textbook or Web 
site could convey. Here they 
stand at the Arctic Circle line 
in Lapland, Finland.
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Curriculum

IMMIgranT aMerIca: 
MIgraTIon, IncorporaTIon 
and THe new Second  
generaTIon
Instructor: jody Agius Vallejo, 
assistant professor of sociology

 

The 21st-century American 
immigrant bears little 

resemblance to the wave of 
Europeans who arrived during 
the previous two centuries. 
Today, 85 percent of the 
country’s immigrants come 
from Asia, Latin America or 
the Caribbean, according to 
the U.S. Census Bureau. In 
California, nearly 27 percent of 
the population is foreign-born.

In recognition of this con-
temporary trend, jody Agius 
Vallejo, assistant professor 
of sociology, teaches a course 
called “Immigrant America: 
Migration, Incorporation and 
the New Second Generation,” 

in which undergraduates 
study how and why people 
migrate to the United States; 
immigrants’ impact on the 
social, economic and political 
landscape; and the external 
forces shaping pathways to 
mobility and assimilation in 
American society.

“I want to help students 
understand human differences 
in a way that will prepare them 
to link scholarship to larger 
social issues and interact 
in a society that is becom-
ing increasingly diverse and 
global,” Agius Vallejo said. “I 

accomplish these goals by  
engaging the students in ac-
tive learning projects outside 
the classroom.” 

Some students volunteer 
as tutors for immigrants 
preparing for the American 
citizenship exam through 
USC Dornsife’s joint Educa-
tional Project. Other students 
conduct in-depth interviews 
with immigrants on subjects 
discussed in class. The work 
informs their final research 
papers, allowing students to 
apply abstract concepts to 
real people and issues. —L.P.

This course gives students a 
timely opportunity to learn 
about some of the ways race and 
ethnicity function in society, 
including institutionalized 
racism, residential segregation, 
levels of educational attainment, 
self-identification, interracial 
marriage and the labor market. 
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MargareTHe
Cameroon, Africa,  
ca. 1911–1915
During the 19th century, the 
proliferation of Christian evan-
gelical missionaries across the 
globe became a prominent so-
cial movement. Protestants and 
Catholics from North America 
and Europe set out on often-
dangerous missions to bring the 
gospel to indigenous people in 
the remotest areas of Africa, 
Asia, Oceania and the Carib-
bean. As the emerging art form 
of photography became more 
affordable and the equipment 
more compact, missionaries 
began to photograph the various 
people, places and cultures they 
encountered for their congrega-
tions back home.

For more than a decade, 
the Center for Religion and 
Civic Culture — housed in USC 
Dornsife and directed by Donald 
Miller, Leonard K. Firestone 
Professor of Religion — and the 
USC Libraries have partnered 
with archives around the world 
to digitize 82,000-plus histori-
cal photographs and make them 
publicly available through the 
International Mission Photog-
raphy Archive (IMPA) database. 
A recent $280,000 grant from 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities will allow USC and 
partner archives to add an ad-
ditional 20,000 images to IMPA.

“This vast collection is of 
obvious interest for scholars 
of religion,” said jon Miller, 
research professor of sociol-
ogy and the grant’s principal 
investigator. “But it is also 
important for those looking 
for the historical traces of eco-
nomic, cultural, political and 
technological change.”  —D.K.

Margarethe Sasembe of  
Cameroon’s Bamum tribe poses 
for a portrait in her native 
headdress. Note the ceremonial 
scarification on her forehead 
and the characteristic holes in 
her earlobes.
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The Ocean’s  
Vitamin Deserts
Sergio Sañudo-Wilhelmy and his team develop a new 
method of analyzing water samples and identify  
vitamin-deficient zones in the ocean.

Using a newly developed analytical technique, a team led 
by USC Dornsife scientists was the first to identify long-
hypothesized vitamin B-deficient zones in the ocean.

“This is another twist to what limits life in the ocean,” said 
Sergio Sañudo-Wilhelmy, professor of biological and earth 
sciences, and lead author on a recent Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences (PNAS) paper about the vitamin-
depleted zones, or so-called deserts.

B vitamins are organic compounds dissolved in the ocean 
and are important for living cells to function. Zones poor in 
B vitamins may inhibit the growth and proliferation of phy-
toplankton, which are tiny microorganisms at the base of the 
food chain in the ocean.

“An important result of our study is that the concentra-
tions of the five major B vitamins vary independently and 
appear to have different sources and sink,” said co-author 
David Karl, professor of oceanography and director of the 
Center for Microbial Oceanography: Research and Educa-
tion at the University of Hawaii. “This could lead to complex 
interactions among populations of microbes, from symbiosis 
to intense competition.”

In addition to being food for the tiniest sea animals, phy-
toplankton also absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, 
an important process at a time when levels of atmospheric 
carbon dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels are the high-
est they have been in half a million years.

The team developed a new method of concentrating water 
samples and then analyzing them using a mass spectrometer, 
which identifies and measures the quantity of an unknown 
compound in a given sample by first ionizing and breaking 
up the compound and then quantifying the fragmented ions 
or molecules produced. Mass spectrometry is also used to 
identify steroid use in athletes’ urine samples.

Sañudo-Wilhelmy collaborated on the research with 

William Berelson, Lynda Cutter, Emily Smail, Laura Go-
mez-Consarnau, Eric Webb and Maria Prokopenko from 
USC Dornsife, as well as scientists from the University of 
Hawaii and the Universidad Autónoma de Baja California.

The National Science Foundation (Chemical Oceanogra-
phy Program and Office of Integrative Activities) supported 
the research. Additional support was provided by the Gor-
don and Betty Moore Foundation.  —R.P. 

This past Spring, 13 students in USC Dornsife’s Japan 
Immersion Program collected 300 American studies 
books from schools across campus.

The students took the books to Japan during their 
two-week immersion trip sponsored by the Norman Top-
ping Student Aid Fund. The books arrived in Sendai in 
northern Japan at Tohoku University, where they were 
distributed to libraries being rebuilt after the devastating 
9.0-magnitude earthquake and tsunami of 2011.

Before the tsunami, American studies libraries were 
abundant throughout Japan. Japanese people used the 
books to build on their English language skills and learn 
about U.S. history. With funding going toward recon-
structing destroyed or damaged facilities, scholars have 
had trouble replacing the books in their newly rebuilt 
American studies libraries. In the north, many of these 
libraries were completely wiped out, said George Sanchez, 
vice dean for diversity and strategic initiatives, and profes-
sor of American studies and ethnicity, and history.

“We thought this was a wonderful project for our students,” 
said Sanchez, who heads the Japan Immersion Program. “It 
connects us to associations near and dear to our hearts in Japan 
and it allows our students to connect to faculty here at USC.”

The book project was sponsored by the American Studies 
Association and Japanese Association for American Studies.  
—A.B.  

Manuel paSTor
Wally Marks  
Changemaker Award 
Pastor, professor of American 
studies and ethnicity, and 
director of USC’s Program for 
Environmental and Regional 
Equity and Center for the Study 
of Immigrant Integration, was 
presented with the 2012 Wally 
Marks Changemaker Award 
by the Liberty Hill Founda-
tion in honor of his dedication 
to improving the economic, 
environmental and social 
conditions facing low-income 
urban communities.
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Restocking Hope
Students collect 300 books to donate to japan’s 
American studies libraries devastated by the 2011 
earthquake and tsunami.

cHarleS McKenna
Chevalier dans  l’Ordre des 
Palmes Académiques
McKenna, professor of chem-
istry and vice dean of natural 
sciences, was named a cheva-
lier, or knight, in the Ordre des 
Palmes Académiques by the 
French Ministry of Education. 
This distinction recognizes 
eminent personalities who 
have contributed significantly 
to the development of relation-
ships with France in culture, 
science and/or education.

genevIeve HoffMan 
2012 Valedictorian
“We have been given a gift of 
higher education,” Hoffman 
said, noting that less than 7 
percent of the world’s popula-
tion is as educated as the 
newly minted USC graduates. 
That privilege comes with re-
sponsibilities, she noted. “We 
are not born, and we do not 
live, for ourselves alone,” she 
said, quoting Cicero.
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Steve Kay is a top expert on genes 
and circadian rhythms, which serve 
as the body’s clock for timing the day-
night cycle. At USC, Kay continues 
to run an active research lab, which 
he considers critical to his role as dean.

Profile S T e v e  K AY ,  2 1 S T  D E A N  O F  U S C  D O R N S I F E
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foSTerIng InTellecTual 
courage
Steve Kay awoke his first 
morning on the island of 
Manhattan feeling jet lagged, 
invigorated and hungry.

The new postdoctoral fellow 
at The Rockefeller University 
headed to the cafeteria for 
breakfast. As he surveyed the 
dining hall, he found just one 
other person there — Nobel 
Laureate Fritz Lipmann.

Taking a seat next to the 
legendary figure credited 
with ushering in a golden age 
of research in biochemistry, 
Kay began to stir his coffee as 
Lipmann turned and smiled. 

He looked Kay in the eye, 
knowing it was likely his first 
day at Rockefeller, and said, 
“Whatever you do here, how-
ever much you engage your 
research topic, make sure it’s 
something big.”

Kay never forgot those words.
“We’re not on this Earth long 

enough to just take incremental 
steps,” said Kay, a member of 
the National Academy of Sci-
ences. “The age of discovery 
is upon us, whether it’s in the 
library, whether it’s in the lab, 
whether it’s in the community. 
We have incredible opportuni-
ties for all of us — students, 
faculty, staff, the entire Trojan 
Family — to make big differ-
ences right now.”

As the 21st dean of USC 
Dornsife, Kay believes there 
is no greater agent for change 
than education. 

“Education is tightly linked 
to the development of human 
capital — be it bringing 
solutions to poverty, to 
environmental degradation, 
to health issues,” Kay said. 
“Putting paint on a canvas, 
creating computer anima-
tion, developing a cure for 
cancer, that creative instinct 
is something the world 
needs; it’s at the heart of 
generating solutions to every 
major challenge we face.

“At USC Dornsife, we will 
continue to cherish the trans-
formative power of education 
and push forward as the work 
of our great university has a 
lasting impact on the planet.”

And Kay knows what it takes 
to make such an impact. One 
of the world’s top experts on 
genes and circadian rhythms, 
the molecular biologist has 
published more than 200 
papers and has been cited in 
Science magazine’s “Break-
throughs of the Year” three 
times since 1997.

Kay’s research has con-
tributed significantly to the 
understanding of the genetic 
basis for circadian rhythms, 
which serve as the body’s 
clock for timing the day-night 
cycle. By identifying and clon-
ing “clock genes” or pieces 
of DNA that encode proteins 
that maintain 24-hour activity 
of an organism’s behavior, 
physiology and metabolism, 
Kay and his fellow researchers 
have developed a novel way 
to look at a biological clock’s 
molecular components.

“I still remember sitting next 
to graduate student Andrew 
Millar as we watched images 
of these plants glowing on 
the computer screen,” Kay 
said. “There, right in front 
of us, we created something 
new in nature: a rhythmical, 
bioluminescent organism that 
we were going to use to make 
fundamental discoveries in 
science.

“We had developed a tool 
that would allow us to look 
inside a plant cell and under-
stand exactly how its biological 
clock was made and how that 
biological clock would be 
useful for us, for example, in 
agriculture.”

Kay later found that tinker-
ing with the biological clock 
of plants such as corn and 
soybean can increase their 
biomass and yield, which may 
prove useful in boosting the 

production of biofuels and 
other types of bio products.

Kay’s group and others have 
also explored the ties between 
circadian rhythms and the 
body’s metabolism, helping to 
explain why night-shift workers, 

frequent travelers and oth-
ers with disrupted circadian 
rhythms appear more prone 
to metabolic disorders. This 
investigation has led his team 
to discover a chemical that 
regulates our biological clock 
that in turn could be used to 
develop completely new drugs 
to treat metabolic disorders 
such as type 2 diabetes.

At USC Dornsife, Kay contin-
ues to run an active research 
lab, which he considers criti-
cal to his role as dean.

“Maintaining my scholarship, 
continuing to be an active 
researcher, reminds me on a 
daily basis of what we really 
need to accomplish in terms of 
discovery-based learning for 
our undergraduate and gradu-
ate students as well as the 
support necessary to sustain 
the groundbreaking work of 
our stellar faculty.”

Previously balancing his 
laboratory research with his 
role as dean of biological 
sciences at the University of 
California, San Diego (UCSD), 
Kay led a large and dynamic 
academic division, with nearly 
6,000 undergraduate biol-
ogy majors, several hundred 
graduate students and 
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postdoctoral researchers, and 
faculty spanning four major 
departments. 

Under his leadership, UCSD’s 
Division of Biological Sciences 
developed new scholarships 
for undergraduate researchers, 

expanded and improved labo-
ratory research opportunities 
for students, strengthened 
peer mentoring for incoming 
doctoral students, established 
a new divisional diversity 
committee, and launched 
workshops for teaching as-
sistants and postdoctoral 
trainees related to cultural 
inclusion and equity. Kay also 
recruited top faculty members 
to the division and created 
four significant new research 
centers spanning biomedical 
to environmental sciences.

Prior to joining UCSD, Kay 
held faculty positions at 
The Rockefeller University, 
University of Virginia and The 
Scripps Research Institute, 
and served as the director 
of discovery research at the 
Genomics Institute of the 
Novartis Research Founda-
tion. Kay, a native of the 
small island of Jersey in the 
United Kingdom, earned 
his bachelor and doctoral 
degrees from the University 
of Bristol.

While an undergraduate at 
Bristol, Kay fondly recalls 
sneaking out of a thermo-
dynamics class and slip-
ping into the back row of a 

mathematical philosophy class 
as he explored his wide-
ranging interests. Near the 
end of his undergraduate 
days, he met professor Trevor 
Griffiths, who enthusiastically 
persuaded Kay to take a leap 

and join his research team as 
a doctoral student. 

Griffiths would become one 
of several influential mentors 
throughout Kay’s career to 
guide him toward what he 
calls intellectual courage. 

“Very often, regardless 
of the fields we’re in, we 
can see the next step,” Kay 
said. “But what I mean by 
intellectual courage is, don’t 
take that logical next step. 
Instead seek out answers 
in new places. We need to 
engage our fields with fresh 
approaches, and not just add 
to knowledge in an incremen-
tal way, but to synthesize 
from those topics and move 
orthogonally toward making a 
real difference.”

At USC Dornsife, Kay seeks 
to foster an environment 
where great scholarship has 
no borders. 

“As dean I will encourage 
our faculty to explore never-
before-conceived connections 
between their disciplines and 
our students to embrace the 
entrepreneurial spirit that is 
at the heart of USC Dornsife 
so they can emerge as their 
generation’s critical thinkers 
and leaders.” —E.C.

“At USC Dornsife, we will continue 
to cherish the transformative power 
of education and push forward as  
the work of our great university has  
a lasting impact on the planet.”
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“How close have 
they come to being 
an open society? Not 
very close. But how 
far have they come in 
breaking out of total 
control? Quite far.”
davId Kang, professor of 
international relations and 
business and director of the 
Korean Studies Institute, in 
a July 16 Los Angeles Times 
article examining North Korea 
under the leadership of Kim 
Jong Un.

“Marriage might 
have been OK back 
when people died  
at the age of 45,  
but nowadays, ‘till 
death do us part’ is  
a lot harder.”
J. JacK HalberSTaM,  
professor of English, American 
studies and ethnicity, and 
gender studies, in a June 25 
Chronicle of Higher Education 
article on society’s evolving 
views toward sex and emo-
tional connections, and how 
these attitudes will affect 
institutions such as marriage. 

“What better way to 
excite your base about 
the celebrity-in-chief 
— the president — 
than surround them 
with Hollywood 
stars, and then give 
you an opportunity 
to mingle with them. 
When you enter the 
lottery, even if you 
don’t win, it plays to 
all your fantasies.”
STeven roSS, professor of 
history, in a June 14 Wash-
ington Post article about a 
celebrity fund-raising effort 
by President Barack Obama.

In THe newS QuoTableS

word

The Middle East cuts a wide swath: It contains a number of 
countries, a multitude of languages, cultures and customs, 
and thousands of years of history. Interests and conflicts 
resonate on a global scale, such as the unprecedented upris-
ings that have recently swept throughout the region. Not 
to mention it’s the birthplace of three of the world’s major 
religions — Islam, Judaism and Christianity.

Launched in Fall 2011, the Middle East Studies Pro-
gram in USC Dornsife offers students a chance to dig 
deeper into the area from the ancient to the present through 
a major or a minor.

“There’s hardly a single country in the region that hasn’t 
been in the headlines in the last year,” said program direc-
tor Kevin van Bladel, associate professor of classics. “The 
Middle East Studies Program provides students with an 
opportunity to explore the area in a critical way from a 
variety of perspectives.”

A hallmark of the program is its interdisciplinarity. Stu-
dents can choose from courses in American studies and 
ethnicity, anthropology, classics, economics, history, foreign 
languages, international relations, Judaic studies, linguistics, 
political science, and religion. Altogether, 18 faculty mem-
bers from 12 departments teach within the program. 

For freshman Caitlin Wilhelm, the wide range of offer-
ings in a variety of disciplines was central to her decision 
to select Middle East studies as her major. She’s naturally 
drawn to the humanities, 
and is especially interested 
in learning about history, 
culture and foreign lan-
guages. The Middle East 
Studies Program lets her 
combine all of her interests.

“I love the spectrum of 
classes that I can choose 
from,” said Wilhelm, who 
has a second major in lin-
guistics. “They allow me to 
get a diverse background 
in the Middle East and 
gain a fuller understand-
ing of the region.”

The Middle East Studies 
Program also hosts a number 
of events to take learning 
beyond the classroom.

At one lunchtime dis-
cussion, “Taking Stock 
of the Arab Uprisings,” 
students and guests listened 
to professors from the de-
partments of international 

relations, political science, and economics, and the USC 
Sol Price School of Public Policy assess the revolutions 
that have taken place over the past year throughout the 
Arab world.

“It helps to hear what USC scholars have to say about 
what’s going on,” said Shams Hirji, an accounting major and 
classics minor. “It’s a great filter about a real-world event.” 
He attended the talk to gain perspective on what he de-
scribed as a “once-in-a-lifetime” revolt. 

Hirji’s participation meets a goal of the Middle East 
Studies Program.

“We want students to interact with professors,” van Bladel 
said. “At an event such as the discussion on the Arab upris-
ings, students can jump into a live conversation with experts 
on what’s happening right now in the Middle East.” The 
program also hosts mixers to give students and faculty an 
opportunity to get to know one another and make academic 
and research connections. 

“We aim to provide a space for everybody interested in the 
Middle East to come together and learn from one another,” 
van Bladel said.

For Wilhelm, that means getting to explore her interests 
in a program that will help guide her into a career.

“Studying languages, history and culture has given me so 
many options to consider when I choose what I would like 
to do with the rest of my life,” she said.

Choose Your Lens
The Middle East Studies Program gives students an opportunity to move beyond headlines and gain a deeper 
understanding of the region.  by Michelle Salzman
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broeM
\broh-uhm\ noun \ 1. a piece of 
writing, often lyrical or metri-
cal, that contains elements of 
speech, song, rhythm or rhyme 
and content pertaining to 
“bro” subjects such as sports, 
sex, celebrities, booze or video 
games; 2. a poem for dudes.

origin: The term “broem” 
was coined by poet and 
Master of Professional Writing 
(MPW) lecturer Amy Gerstler 
in reference to a poem about 
Taylor Swift written by 
then-student Brian McGackin 
and subsequently appropri-
ated by McGackin for, as he 
calls them, “his own selfish 
purposes.”

usage: “My professor asked 
me to write a love poem for 
my English class, so I handed 
in a broem about how I want 
to marry Emma Watson.”

Brian McGackin ’10 wrote his 
first full-length poetry collection, 
Broetry: Poetry for Dudes, 
as his final thesis for MPW. 
The collection was published by 
Quirk Books in July 2011. He is 
currently working on his second, 
third, fourth, fifth and sixth 
books simultaneously, because, 
as McGackin asserts, he is a poet 
“and poets are generally insane.” 
He is also the cohost of a satiric 
literary podcast.

Brian McGackin’s broetry  
collection includes playful verses 
such as those in “Impact”:  I go 
to spend money/ because/ it is 
Sunday/ it is fall/ it is football.”

Lexicon M A S T E R  O F  P R O F E S S I O N A L  W R I T I N G
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dents, and Shawn Irish, a USC data analyst and 
daily operator of the 60-foot tower, took photos of 
the unfiltered sun with an Ellerman camera every 
30 minutes.

“To me as a scientist, it’s really cool to see a little 
dark dot plodding its way across the sun, and that’s 
a planet, that’s Venus,” said Matthew Orr, a junior 
majoring in astronomy in USC Dornsife and as-
tronautical engineering at USC Viterbi School of 
Engineering.

During the transit, the group also took a pair 
of digital photos each minute using a narrowband 
filter and an electronic camera. These images pro-
vide measurements of the intensity of the solar disk 
before and during the transit so that the amount of 
dimming that Venus caused can be calculated for 
comparison with the dimming introduced during 
stellar transits by extrasolar planets.

Taking the research a step further, transits may 
help scientists detect so-called Goldilocks Zones, 
or areas of space in which a planet is just the right 
distance from its home star, so that its surface is nei-
ther too cold nor too hot thus possibly inhabitable.

Meanwhile, undergraduates in Rhodes’ “Astronomy 
100” class watched the transit through a telescope set up on 
the University Park campus. Joseph Vandiver, laboratory 
manager for USC Dornsife’s Department of Physics and 
Astronomy, and Anthony Spinella, a USC Viterbi graduate 
student who in 2009 earned his bachelor’s degree in physics in 
USC Dornsife and has been a data analyst for Rhodes ever 
since, assisted students.

Daniel Ben-Zion, a junior majoring in physics in USC 
Dornsife, and Elly Glavich, a senior at USC Thornton School 
of Music, were among those waiting in line at the telescope.

“I feel so privileged to see something that won’t happen 
again for more than 100 years,” Glavich said.

Atop Mt. Wilson overlooking Pasadena, Calif., dozens of 
stargazers peered through telescopes at a celestial wonder. 
A few people donned T-shirts declaring “I Witnessed the 
Transit of Venus.”

To mark the event that won’t occur again for another 105 
years, a couple was married with a wedding party carrying 
spinning pinwheels reflecting the sun, catching glimmers 
of gold.

Amid the hoopla, astronomer Edward Rhodes gathered 
with some of his students inside the 60-foot solar tower he 
operates, quietly explaining that the ancient Greek word 
“planetos” means “wanderer.”  

Early scientists understood planets to be celestial bodies 
orbiting a star. Some planets — such as Venus — would 
show retrograde motion and appear to back up for a while 
in a way that was thought to be wandering.

“That’s why the Greeks and Babylonians referred to plan-
ets as gods and attributed god-like powers to them,” Rhodes 
said, adding that in Greek mythology, Helios was the Titan 
god of the sun.

So in the case of the June 5 transit of Venus across the sun, 
consider, if you will, that a hockey puck has been hit across 
the white-hot surface of Helios. That would be Venus mak-
ing its rare appearance across the face of the sun. Because 
Venus’ orbit is tilted 3.4 degrees compared to Earth’s, only 
four transits occur every 243 years.

For the six-hour transit, Rhodes’ USC Dornsife stu-

Black Pearls of the Sun
Astronomer Edward Rhodes and his students record the june 5 transit of Venus at Mt. Wilson Observatory’s 
historic 60-foot solar tower.  by Pamela J. Johnson
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Spotlight

anna MIner ’12 
Qatar Scholar

“I hope to make 
an impact on the 
level of opportunity 
that people have 
in Arabic countries.  
I want to be a force 
for good on the U.S. 
side and foster the 
right atmosphere  
for change.”
Anna Miner, who graduated in 
2012 with a bachelor’s degree 
in international relations with 
an emphasis on Middle East 
relations, has been awarded 
a Qatar Scholarship. The 
Qatar Scholarship Program of 
Georgetown University offers 
dedicated Arabic language 
students from the United 
States the opportunity to mas-
ter their skills in an intensive 
Arabic language program at 
Qatar University in Doha for an 
academic year. Students are 
given the opportunity to intern 
or hold a job in the country. 

A Seattle native, Miner spent 
a year in Jordan studying 
standard Arabic and Jordanian 
Arabic through USC Dornsife’s 
Overseas Studies Office and 
the nonprofit, nongovernmen-
tal organization Council on 
Educational Exchange. After 
her year in Qatar, Miner plans 
to join the Peace Corps before 
pursuing a master’s degree in 
international relations.

“USC Dornsife has helped 
me achieve my goals by pro-
viding a plethora of academic 
and study abroad options,” 
Miner said. “The School of In-
ternational Relations provides 
so many opportunities, you 
never feel you need to chart a 
very narrow path for yourself.”
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Fourth-grader Zakar Martin cut a lemon in 
half. He pushed a nail into the squishy side 
of one half and a penny into the other half 
of the fruit’s pulpy side. Then he clamped 
one end of a wire to the copper penny and 

the other end to the zinc nail. A volt meter indicated electric-
ity was flowing through the wires.

The 32nd Street School student’s eyes widened.
“I liked science before, but I really like it now,” Martin 

said enthusiastically. “What I like most about it is learning 
that an everyday fruit can make energy. That’s pretty cool.”

For Martin and 42 other youngsters, the exercise helped 
to demystify the complexities of science. A main objective of 
the Young Scientists Program (YSP) based in USC Dornsife’s 
Joint Educational Project (JEP) is to erase any intimidation 
toward physics, science and engineering. Another objective 
of the program is to encourage these students to think about 
careers in science. YSP is responding to President Barack 
Obama’s national STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and math) initiative to increase student achievement in sci-
ence and math over the next decade.

On April 26, the children participated in the YSP energy 
and Motion Studio hosted by JEP in partnership with USC’s 
Women in Science and Engineering (WiSE).

“We really want to get fourth and fifth graders ready 
for life sciences or engineering,” said Nadine Afari, YSP 
program director and lecturer with the USC Viterbi School 
of Engineering. “This Energy and Motion Studio is laying 
a foundation that physics, math and science can be fun and 
interesting.”

Under YSP, USC graduate students and undergraduates 
teach natural, life, earth and engineering sciences to fourth- 
and fifth-graders at five USC community schools.

As they rotated among four stations, students learned 

how energy and motion work. The young scientists then 
put into practice what they discovered about food energy, 
light energy, matter, atoms and Newton’s laws of motion. 

For fourth-grader Danielle Lopez, the studio planted 
a seed in her brain. “Maybe I’ll be a scientist,” she said.  
—A.B.

Eye-Opening Science
The joint Educational Project’s Young Scientist  
Program teaches basic physics to 32nd Street School 
children through hands-on demonstrations.

USC Dornsife’s School of Religion will establish the first 
chair of Hindu studies in the United States funded by the 
Indian-American community. 

The $3.24 million gift from the Dharma Civilization 
Foundation to the School of Religion will establish the 
Swami Vivekananda Visiting Faculty in Hindu Studies 
and the Dharma Civilization Foundation Chair in Hindu 
Studies.

“USC has a long history of welcoming and embracing 
people from a wide variety of cultures and creeds, back-
grounds and beliefs,” USC President C. L. Max Nikias 
said. “We’re home to more student religious groups than 
any university in the nation. Now we are very proud to 
house the first chair of Hindu studies in the United States 
endowed by the Indian-American community.”

Based in Los Angeles, the Dharma Civilization Foun-
dation aims to fund studies of the Indic civilization, fo-
cusing on the Dharmic religions of Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Jainism and Sikhism. The objective is to promote Dharma 
education through research scholarship, degree courses 
and endowed chairs.

“This historic gift to the School of Religion highlights 
the department’s commitment to study the enduring 
questions of human life and values from a global per-
spective,” said Duncan Williams, director of the School 
of Religion.  —E.N-H.

numbers

New Hindu  
Studies Chair
Dharma Civilization Foundation’s $3.24 million gift will 
promote study of one of the world’s major religions.

THe uSc dornSIfe /  
loS angeleS TIMeS poll
 
The USC Dornsife/Los Angeles 
Times Poll is a series of state-
wide public opinion polls of 
registered voters in California, 
designed to survey voter atti-
tudes on a wide range of politi-
cal, policy, social and cultural 
issues. Conducted at regular 
intervals throughout the year, 
the poll has been widely cited, 
helping to inform the public 
and to encourage discourse on 
key political and policy issues.

voters said they favored 
full legal rights for gay and 
lesbian couples.

percentage of voters that, 
respectively, favor and oppose 
Gov. jerry Brown’s budget 
proposal — including the 
ballot initiative that would 
temporarily raise the state 
sales tax and income tax on 
high-earners.

dornsife.usc.edu/poll

of Californians said they 
want another chance to 
weigh in on whether the 
state should borrow money 
for high-speed rail, agreeing 
with the statement that 
“the plan for the project 
has changed, the total costs 
have increased and there are 
doubts that high-speed rail 
can actually turn a profit.”

Californians said high-speed 
rail would be their preferred 
mode of travel between 
Southern California and the 
Bay Area.
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In the Field B I O L O G I C A L  S C I E N C E S
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anaToMy of a  
perfecT dIve
Olympic divers twist, bend 
and spin, performing acrobat-
ics mid-air before entering 
the water in a straight verti-
cal arrow without a splash.

Through science, jill 
McNitt-Gray helps athletes 
prepare for success in diving. 
The professor of biological 
sciences and biomedical 
engineering in USC Dornsife 
and the USC Viterbi School 
of Engineering, worked with 
the U.S. Olympic Committee 
to help athletes execute the 
perfect dive during the 2012 
London games.

McNitt-Gray is the direc-
tor of the USC Biomechanics 
Research Laboratory, which 
uses state-of-the-art biome-
chanical modeling tech-
niques for athletes. In sports 
biomechanics, scientists 
use engineering mechanics, 
biology and neuroscience to 
develop 3-D dynamic models 
of the human body, then use 
experimental and simula-
tion results to determine the 
internal and external forces 
at work on athletes’ bodies 
when they maintain balance, 
change directions, sprint, flip 
or land.

McNitt-Gray’s team places 
force plates atop 10-meter 
towers, which measure the 
ground reaction forces gener-
ated by divers standing on 
them, to quantify balance and 
forces generated by the div-
ers during their jumps.

“They’re much like your 
bathroom scale,” McNitt-
Gray said. “When you step 
on the bathroom scale it 
measures the force that you 
apply to the ground.”

rIp enTry
For water entry, arms are key.

“Arms are the first thing that go into the water,” McNitt-Gray 
said. “You can see as the diver cuts through the surface of the 
water she or he is actually clasping their hands to enter in a nice 
alignment. So we spend a lot of time on the athletes trying to 
keep the core nice and solid and getting the arms lined up so they 
can be straight as an arrow when they enter the water.”

That’s called a rip entry because it literally sounds like some-
one has ripped a piece of paper.

“So to have that perfect entry you have to get everything right 
during the flight as well as on the tower.”

Vertical Velocity
Athletes diving off a 10-meter tower, 
which is 33-feet high, can hit the 
water at speeds of about 30 miles  
per hour.

Pike
In this position, the body mass is 
distributed farther from the center of 
mass, so the resistance to rotation is 
greater than in a tuck position, and 
as a result the rate of rotation will be 
slower for a pike than a tuck.

Tuck
In this position, the body mass is 
distributed close to the center of mass so 
the resistance to rotation is relatively 
small, and as a result the diver will 
rotate quickly.

cenTer of MaSS

dIrecTIon of  
reacTIon force

30mph

1om
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Legacy Honored 
$1 million gift establishes the Dean Howard Gillman Fund.

B I O L O G I C A L  S C I E N C E S

Scientists at USC have developed a potential pathway to 
cheap, stable solar cells made from nanocrystals so small 
they can exist as a liquid ink and be painted or printed onto 
clear surfaces.

The solar nanocrystals are about four nanometers in size 
— meaning one could fit more than 250 billion on the head 
of a pin — and float in a liquid solution, so “like you print a 
newspaper, you can print solar cells,” said Richard Brutchey, 
assistant professor of chemistry.

Brutchey and postdoctoral researcher David Webber de-
veloped a new surface coating for the nanocrystals, which 
are made of the semiconductor cadmium selenide. Their 
research is featured as a “hot article” in Dalton Transactions, 
an international journal for inorganic chemistry.

Liquid nanocrystal solar cells are cheaper to fabricate 
than available single-crystal silicon wafer solar cells but are 
not nearly as efficient at converting sunlight to electricity. 
Brutchey and Webber solved one of the key problems of 
liquid solar cells: how to create a stable liquid that also con-
ducts electricity.

In the past, organic ligand molecules were attached to the 
nanocrystals to keep them stable and to prevent them from 
sticking together. These molecules also insulated the crystals, 
making the whole effort terrible at conducting electricity.

“That has been a real challenge in this field,” Brutchey said.
Brutchey and Webber discovered a synthetic ligand that 

not only works well at stabilizing nanocrystals but actu-
ally builds tiny bridges connecting the nanocrystals to help 
transmit current.

With a relatively low-temperature process, the research-
ers’ method also allows for the possibility that solar cells can 
be printed onto plastic instead of glass without any issues 

with melting, resulting in a flexible solar panel 
that can be shaped to fit anywhere.

As they continue their re-
search, Brutchey said 

he plans to work 
on nanocrystals 

 built from 

Power Crystals
Chemist Richard Brutchey has discovered a path to 
liquid solar cells.

materials other than cadmium, which is restricted in com-
mercial applications due to toxicity.

“While the commercialization of this technology is still 
years away, we see a clear path forward toward integrat-
ing this into the next generation of solar cell technologies,” 
Brutchey said.

The National Science Foundation and USC Dornsife 
funded the research.  —R.P.

Two anonymous donors made a $1 million gift to USC 
Dornsife to establish the Dean Howard Gillman Fund.

The endowment honors the legacy of Gillman, the 20th 
dean of the USC College of Letters, Arts and Sciences 
and the first dean of USC Dornsife, and his unprecedented 
commitment to providing extracurricular research oppor-
tunities for USC Dornsife undergraduates.

“It is wonderful that, because of this endowment, genera-
tions of USC Dornsife undergraduates will have meaningful 
opportunities to delve deeply into our world of inquiry and 
discovery under the mentorship of our stellar faculty,” said 
Gillman, professor of political science, history and law, who 
ended his tenure as dean in June 2012.

The gift provides financial support to outstanding USC 
Dornsife undergraduates who seek to engage in academic 
research under the mentorship of a USC Dornsife faculty 
member. Reflecting Gillman’s belief in the importance of 
expanding knowledge across the various disciplines within 
the liberal arts, the Dean Howard Gillman Fund will sup-
port student research in every field of study represented 
within USC Dornsife, with a special focus on projects that 
engage fundamental questions of human value, promote 
human well-being or address significant social challenges.  
—E.C.
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roTaTIon
To be able to rotate, the diver 
needs height during takeoff. 
The time in the air is generated 
by vertical velocity at takeoff.

“Simply put, you push the 
ground, it pushes back at 
you,” McNitt-Gray said. “You 
push harder at the ground, it 
pushes harder back at you. 
And if you generate more ver-
tical force during contact with 
the tower, you leave the tower 
with more vertical velocity, 
and as a result you have more 
time in the air to complete the 
dive.” Redirecting the ground 
reaction in front or behind the 
center of mass creates the 
somersaulting rotation you 
see in the flight phase.

If the force generated dur-
ing contact with the platform 
is aligned with the center of 
mass of the body, no rotation 
will occur, she said. If the 
force passes behind the center 
of mass, the diver will rotate 
forward. If the force passes in 
front of the center mass, the 
diver will rotate backwards.

Clearing the platform on the 
way down is crucial, McNitt-
Gray added. This is achieved 
by simultaneously generating 
a horizontal force that pushes 
the body away from the tower. 
During flight, the diver can 
change the shape of her or his 
body to increase and decrease 
the rate of body rotation. A 
dive performed in a tuck posi-
tion (hips and knees flexed) 
will rotate faster than one 
performed in a pike position 
(hips flexed and legs straight). 
Ultimately, the diver will enter 
the water traveling about 30 
mph. That is why it is impor-
tant to have enough time in 
the air to line up the body for a 
near vertical entry.
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This summer, USC Dornsife students were in northern Taiwan as part of USC Dornsife’s 
Problems Without Passports (PWP) program to investigate Atayal, an Austronesian 

language that is spoken today fluently by only a few hundred people 
in northern Taiwan. Mandarin is Taiwan’s official language.

In keeping with PWP’s goal of combining problem-
based research with study in a foreign country, Khalil 

Iskarous, assistant professor of linguistics, de-
signed the six-week course to allow graduate and 
undergraduate students substantive experience 
doing work in the field, while learning about a 
global problem.

Thanks to a National Science Foundation 
grant, Peter Guekguezian, a second-year doc-
toral student in linguistics, accompanied the 
group to Taiwan along with one other graduate 

student. Guekguezian was eager to take advantage 
of the rare opportunity to do linguistic field research.

“Sometimes, sitting down in front of a comput-
er can be tedious, even boring,” Guekguezian said. 
“But when you’re out there talking with people and 

really getting to know their language on a firsthand 
basis, it’s just wonderful. You really get to see why lan-

guage is such a human science … the human ex-
perience is really captured through language.” 

faculTy and STudenTS Taiwan

Madrid, Spain. Nina Gordon-
Kirsch ’12, an environmental 
studies major, is monitoring 
the level of endocrine disrupt-
ing compounds throughout 
the wastewater treatment 
process in Be’er Sheva, Israel. 
Having earned a bachelor’s 
degree in economics and 
international relations, Daniel 
Paly ’12 is studying the role 
of public policy support 
for private industry in the 
nascent Brazilian solar energy 
sector by examining regula-
tory infrastructure, govern-
ment direct investment and a 
potential feed-in-tariff in São 
Paulo, Brazil.

Sarah Goodrum, a Ph.D. 
student in art history, is 
completing her dissertation 
research in Berlin, where she 
will examine photography in 
the Cold War period in East 
Germany under the leadership 
of the Socialist Unity Party. 
Huibin Amelia Chew, a Ph.D. 
student in American studies 
and ethnicity, is exploring the 
interplay between Filipino 
anti-imperialist movements 
and transnational feminism 
by examining the activities of 
GABRIELA, the largest federa-
tion of women’s groups in the 
Philippines. 

Six USC Dornsife students and 
alumni have been awarded 
prestigious Fulbright Fellow-
ships in 2012 for their academic 
achievement and commitment 
to cultural engagement.

Established in 1946 and 
sponsored by the U.S. De-
partment of State’s Bureau 
of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs, the Fulbright is the 
largest international fellow-
ship program in the United 
States. Each year, about 
8,000 grants are given to 
support independent study, 
research and teaching in more 
than 140 countries. In just the 
past four years, 28 USC Dorn-
sife students have earned this 
honorable distinction.

Caitlin Bradbury ’12 is 
participating in the Binational 
Business Internship program 
in Mexico. Recipients of this 
grant complete a 10-month 
internship while enrolled in 
courses at a university. Nelly 
Chávez ’12, who majored in 
American studies and ethnic-
ity, and French, enjoys helping 
students with literacy and 
linguistic challenges, espe-
cially English-language learn-
ers. She brings this intimate 
knowledge to her secondary 
school teaching assignment in 

Saving an Endangered Language 
Students document and preserve the fast-fading language and culture of the 
Atayal tribe of Taiwanese aborigines.

STudenTS and aluMnI 
Brazil, Germany, Israel, Mexico, Philippines, and Spain

Our World
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faculTy Italy
Laurie Brand, Robert Grand-
ford Wright Professor and 
professor of international re-
lations, received a Rockefeller 
Foundation Bellagio Center 
residency award to finish her 
book project, Restor(y)ing the 
State: National Narratives 
and Regime Resilience in the 
Arab World.

The four-week residency 
that begins Oct. 25 will give 
Brand room-and-board and 
work space at the center. 
It will also provide her the 
opportunity to participate 
in informal presentations of 
residents’ works and engage in 
discussions with scholars, art-
ists, policymakers and practi-
tioners across disciplines. 

The fellowship will enable 
Brand to write the conclusions 
for the book, which she began 
as a Carnegie Scholar examin-
ing post-independence Arab 
state narratives. A four-time 
Fulbright Scholar and a past 
director of USC Dornsife’s 
School of International Rela-
tions, she hopes to convey 
to an American audience the 
complexities of national nar-
rative and identity construc-
tion in the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

“Having been at the Rock-
efeller Center for confer-
ences, I know what an exciting 
place it is intellectually,” 
Brand said. “I am now looking 
forward to this longer-term 
residency and the time for 
quiet reflection and intensive 
writing it will offer as I think 
through the broader implica-
tions of this project.”

faculTy and STudenTS Spain
As part of USC Dornsife’s Maymester program, john Platt, 
professor of earth sciences, led junior and senior geological sci-
ences majors on a nine-day trip studying bedrock and geologi-
cal structures in Malaga, Spain, and three other cities in the 
country, where students were tasked with studying rocks and 
discerning what took place many millions of years ago.

“To understand geology you have to be able to look at rocks 
and interpret them,” Platt said. “We are showing students how 
to actively look at rocks in their natural environment, make inter-
pretations based on what they see in the field, and we’re teaching 
them various techniques and skills you need to do that.”

Leading up to the trip, students attended weekly seminars to 
familiarize themselves with the queries researchers are trying to 
answer, such as how tectonic plate collisions created mountain 
ranges spanning large distances. In Spain, students also studied 
volcanic rock and faults in Carboneras and examined the evolu-
tion of a continental collision zone in Ronda.

The Trojans observed geological formations and sketched, 
measured and plotted information on a map. Rather than snap-
ping photos, Platt required the team to draw their observations, 
which encouraged students to focus on the most important 
aspects of the terrain.

For senior Max Wagner, the trip reinforced his passion for geol-
ogy and showed him the diverse set of skills needed to become a 
field geologist.

“To successfully do geology in the field you must bring together 
many different areas of earth science with the ultimate goal of 
understanding a small part of the world around us,” he said.  

F R O M  T H E  H e a r T O F  U S C

faculTy and STudenTS Minnesota

Led by Professor of English David Treuer, students trav-
eled to northern Minnesota for a monthlong USC Dornsife 
Maymester immersion writing course. The students di-
vided their time reading everything from treaties to Native 
American fiction and nonfiction, and traveling to Leech 
Lake and other reservations for firsthand immersion expe-
riences. They wrote nonfiction essays and articles based on 
those experiences; and shot, edited and created a collab-
orative documentary about contemporary Native American 
life. Treuer designed the course to collapse the distance 
between what people imagine Native American life to be 
and the reality on the ground. To watch the collaborative 
documentary produced by the class, visit dornsife.usc.edu/
writing-rez.

Writing on  
the Rez
USC Dornsife students study and work with Native 
American students from Bemidji State University.
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Students, led by David Treuer of English, spent a month at Leech Lake Reservation in 
northern Minnesota as part of a writing immersion experience. Students also created a 
documentary on contemporary Native American life that was screened at the reservation.

Professor of Earth Sciences John Platt’s students sketch the geological formations of rock 
structures in Spain in research that will help determine how the rocks formed. 
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Five USC Dornsife authors from various disciplines ponder  
the connection between creativity and memory.

By Dan Knapp

POSTCARDS 
from Memory Lane
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Jerry Siegel came of age during the 1910s and ’20s. The youngest child of Jewish Lithuanian immigrants, Siegel often felt 
out of place in the blue collar, Midwestern atmosphere of his Cleveland, Ohio, neighborhood. When his father died of a 

heart attack during a robbery at his haberdashery, the shy and socially awkward teenager retreated further into his shell.
As he matured and found himself as an artist and storyteller, Siegel channeled his memories of growing up vulnerable and 

isolated in the big city — a metropolis, if you will — and used them to create one of the most iconic and enduring characters 
of the 20th century.

As Superman speeds 
toward his 75th birthday, 
Siegel’s thematic use of an 
immigrant outsider trying 
to fit into American culture 
continues to resonate with 
readers. It is this use of Sie-
gel’s own memories of his 
early life in Cleveland that 
makes the superhuman so 
— humane.

Siegel’s approach to writ-
ing the legend of Superman 
also exemplifies one of the 
cardinal rules of good writ-
ing: “Write what you know.”

The best writers often 
take personal experiences 
and memories (either their 
own or those of others) and 
infuse their work with feel-
ings, fears, sounds, tastes 
and other personal mark-
ers that give authenticity to 
their work. Utilizing memo-
ries to flesh out a story — 
whether an autobiography 
or a work of science fiction 
— lends the plotline a sense 
of gravitas and urgency.

I recently asked a quintet 
of accomplished USC Dorn-
sife authors — novelists, 
historians, screenwriters, 
memoirists and poets — to 
contemplate the role that 
memory has in their writing. 
The degree to which all five 
rely on memories to inform 
their work may surprise you.

dK: From the cave paintings in France, 
to parchment scrolls, to bound diaries and 
even blogs, people have recorded their ev-
eryday occurrences for millennia. Where 
do you think the fascination with detailing 
personal events comes?

pM: I always try to be attentive to 
the places where individuals lived. 
For my study of the Elizabethan 
colonial promoter Richard Hakluyt, 
I needed to describe Oxford, Lon-
don and Paris, where he spent the 
most important years of his life. In 
those places, he became obsessed 
with recording all of the informa-

tion he could find about English travelers abroad. He understood, more than anyone of 
his time, how personal recollections of journeys might goad readers to undertake their 
own explorations, and in the process their actions might benefit the realm. Since Hak-
luyt never sailed across the Atlantic, he needed to rely on others’ memories — a risky 
proposition in an era when, as one English critic later quipped, travelers were often travel 
liars. But Hakluyt knew that without recording those memories the English would lose 
ground in their competition with Continental Europeans, so he set them down in col-
lections that, taken together, rivaled the completed works of William Shakespeare in 
length and complexity.

dK: Memories are certainly subjective. What happens when first person accounts you find during 
research do not align with the common perception of a historical event or person? For example, did you 
run into conflicting information when researching your book on Henry Hudson?

pM: Henry Hudson, unlike Hakluyt, was an inveterate explorer, who tried four times 
to sail from England to East Asia. He and others on board kept records of their ac-
tivities. But when Hudson’s ship Discovery returned to London without him in 1611, 
the last pages of Hudson’s log were missing. The survivors told about a mutiny in 
Hudson Bay and claimed that all of the mutineers died soon after they dispatched 
Hudson and his closest colleagues — including his teenage son. How could judges in 
London know if these men, who had come home on a boat with blood-stained decks, 
were telling the truth? In my book, I tried to piece together the scattered accounts of 
what happened on that journey into an Arctic landscape where truth and myth often 
collapse into each other.

peTer c. Mancall 
is Andrew W. Mellon 
Professor of the Hu-
manities and a pro-
fessor of history and 
anthropology. He is 
also the director of the 
USC-Huntington Early 

Modern Studies Institute and vice dean for the 
humanities in USC Dornsife. He has authored 
several books, including Fatal Journey: The 
Final Expedition of Henry Hudson (Basic Books, 
2009) and Hakluyt’s Promise: An Elizabethan’s 
Obsession for an English America (Yale, 2007). 

i l l u S t r a t i o n S  b y  M i c h a e l  W a r a k S a  F o r  u S c  d o r n S i F e  M a G a z i n e  

M a n c a l l  p h o t o  b y  p h i l  c h a n n i n G ;  S u p e r M a n  i S  a  t r a d e M a r k  a n d  c o p y r i G h t  a n d  a p p e a r S  c o u r t e S y  o F  d c  c o M i c S
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dK: Your father’s death made national 
headlines. Aside from the tragedy itself 
and his social standing, what triggered 
the writing of the book and how much 
time and distance did you need to be able 
to tell the story?

dl: You’re exactly right, the tragedy 
was the trigger — and I started writ-
ing immediately, as a way of making 
sense of what had happened to my 
father and to me. But that led me to 
write the story I’d been trying to write 
for years, which, I hope, turns out to 
be as much about family — the ties 

that bind — as it is about a murder. I guess it was a couple of years after my dad was killed, I 
realized I was ready to intentionally craft a book that had been gestating for decades.

dK: Your memoir digs deep into family issues and your own memories regarding your relationship 
with your father. Did anyone object to the book after the fact and how did you reconcile yourself with 
telling the truth your way?

dl: Objections — there were some, yes. Not as many as I’d expected, but I was surprised 
by who and why. Look, it doesn’t feel good to hurt people you love. Even people you don’t. 
Here’s the thing about memory, though — it’s subjective; therefore somebody’s always going 
to object. But I was certain, and still am, that I’d been honest and fair, and as hard on myself 
as anyone else. And that bolstered me.

dK: Was it hard to write about events on the East Coast all the way from Los Angeles?

dl: It wasn’t, no. As much as I love L.A., as long as I’ve lived here, the smell of that part of 
the world is in my nose. It’s the stuff of my memory and my imagination, too — plus, like the 
passage of time, physical distance can inform a writer’s perspective in rich and vivid ways.

dK: What advice do you offer your students about which memories to inject into such a personal 
project? 

dl: Well, memoir isn’t autobiography. It’s not meant to be a chronological blow by blow — it’s 
only a slice of the pie. Maybe you’re looking at an event through the lens of a relationship — or 
maybe a relationship through the lens of an event. Bottom line, you don’t want to be boring. As 
Elmore Leonard says, you should “leave out the parts that readers tend to skip.”

dK: Memoir writing has exploded in the literary world. Even children are writing memoirs. What’s 
the monumental fascination and should kids and tweens be writing memoirs? 

dl: I guess we want to mark the moment — to insist that who we are and what we do in this 
life amounts to something meaningful. Here’s what I believe: Kids should be reading and writ-
ing. If they’re jazzed about memoir, if it inspires them to live mindfully —  to develop a taste 
for all things literary? Well then, I’m all for it. 

dInaH lenney, assis-
tant professor of teach-
ing in USC Dornsife’s 
Master of Professional 
Writing (MPW) Pro-
gram, teaches multiple 
genres, including mem-
oir. In 2007, Lenney 

authored Bigger than Life (University of Ne-
braska Press), in which she details the tragic 
events and aftermath surrounding the murder 
of her father, former New jersey politician and 
prominent businessman Nelson G. Gross.
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dK: You have written extensively on 
the impact Marilyn Monroe has had 
on feminism and culture. Both of your 
Monroe books are well-regarded for their 
level of research on the movie screen icon. 
What personal memories of Monroe did 
you draw from when you were crafting 
your books?

lb: My historical memory has of-
ten been important to my books on 
recent eras. With regard to Marilyn, 
I was a teenager in the 1950s, but I 
wasn’t a Marilyn fan. In researching 
her life, I discovered I was raised 10 
miles from her first foster home, so I 
knew the environment of the area. I 

was raised in Inglewood; she in Hawthorne. I came from a Midwestern farm family, as she 
had, and I was raised in an evangelical Christian religion, as she was. I had relatives in the 
movie industry, which dominated Los Angeles in the 1950s, as she had. I went to a local Los 
Angeles high school, as she had, and I understood the dating culture of that era. I married a 
New York intellectual, as Marilyn had, and I understood that world. The major problem I had 
in doing 100 interviews for my book on Marilyn was not memory, but lying. I had to use my 
best judgment —  my intuition — when I interviewed people. I talked to people who were 
at Marilyn’s the day and night she died and listened to oral interviews of others. That was 
truly amazing. I also had many arguments with individuals who don’t believe that historians 
should reveal anyone’s private life, even if they are dead. I disagree. You can’t truly understand 
Marilyn Monroe, Margaret Mead or Elizabeth Cady Stanton — three of my biographical 
subjects — without knowing the full depth of their experiences and internal motivations. 
So memory is both fallible and can easily be manipulated. But it is an important tool among 
many that writers possess.

dK: To complement your numerous studies on the lives of some of the 20th century’s most influential 
women — Mead, Benedict, Monroe, Stanton — you authored a memoir about your divergent rela-
tionship with childhood friend Fran Huneke. Finding Fran (Columbia University Press, 1998) is 
remarkably detailed.

lb: As for Finding Fran, I remembered a lot about my childhood. I had my mother’s daily di-
ary, written when the events occurred. I didn’t read it until I had written down my memories, 
and I was astounded by the similarities in the two sources. As is often the case, my siblings 
have different recollections from mine about our upbringing. Fran’s memories also differed 
from mine. I had family letters and documents, and Fran gave me letters and documents that 
she possessed after I found her in Alexandria, Egypt, now a devout Muslim. I read newspa-
pers, newsletters and other material that pertained to what I was writing about. In other words, 
I checked the material I had from people’s memories against other kinds of historical sources.

The first female presi-
dent of the American 
Studies Association, 
loIS banner is one 
of the founders of the 
field of women’s his-
tory in the 1970s. She is 
the author of 10 books, 

including American Beauty (Knopf, 1983) and 
the prize-winning Intertwined Lives: Margaret 
Mead, Ruth Benedict and Their Circle (Knopf, 
2003). Her study of the life, image and career 
of Marilyn Monroe — Marilyn: the Passion 
and the Paradox — was published in 2012 as 
a follow-up to MM – Personal (Abrams, 2010). 
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dK: Literary commentators frequently 
mention your work in the same breath as 
those by William Faulkner and Tennessee 
Williams. Does being a Louisiana native 
influence your storytelling?

Mr: We moved from south Louisiana 
when I was young to east Texas, then 
to tidewater Virginia. Geographically 
those places all have swamps, snakes, 
dark rivers and complicated racial con-
figurations that were often the talk of 
the same barber shops, sidewalks and 
front porches in the evenings. No one 
had air conditioning back then, so as 
a child in all of those places, you could 
always hear adults talking just outside 
your window as you lay in the dark 
drifting off to sleep.

dK: House of Prayer No. 2 deals with your boyhood and adolescence. Given that it is a memoir, how 
much of the work comes from your own memories of those years in the 1950s and ’60s and how did you 
go about filling in the gaps?

Mr: It’s all from memory, though sometimes I’d look at old photographs to stir the memories 
up. I found early on that it’s o.k. just to skip over stretches of time of which you have no recol-
lection. Either that time was unremarkable as some time can be, or it was so traumatic that 
you’ve buried it and either it’ll surface later or it won’t.

dK: There has been so much controversy in memoir writing with scandals about writers fabricating 
events to families demanding retractions. When you wrote your memoir, how did you ensure details 
were true and did you worry about anyone disputing the facts?

Mr: The only person who has disputed the memoir is my mother. Thanks, mom! There were 
some very personal things I revealed that I should have known would have caused her some 
grief but it didn’t occur to me — or it did and at the time I didn’t care. But since the book’s 
reception has been so positive, she’s come around and is proud of the book and has admitted 
that I barely scratched the surface of some of the more painful aspects of our lives.

When I finished the book, I sent it to three friends whom I trust to make sure I had gotten it 
right. They are friends from three different eras in my life. Not only did they substantiate what 
I had remembered, but they helped me remember some deeper contexts of the incidents. By 
the way, I tracked down the trawler-mate who’d seen the monkey-like creature we pulled out 
of the ocean one night that was hairless and hissed at us before leaping back into water and he 
confirmed what we had seen and to this day gets choked up with fear or awe just talking about 
it. So yeah, I tried to ensure all the details from the personal to the primeval.

MarK rIcHard lec-
tures in USC Dornsife’s 
Master of Profession-
al Writing Program. 
His works include the 
award-winning col-
lection of short sto-
ries The Ice at the 

Bottom of the World (Anchor, 1991) and the 
best seller Fishboy (Anchor, 1994). His most 
recent book — a memoir titled House of 
Prayer No. 2 (Nan A. Talese) — is frequent-
ly cited among the best nonfiction books of 
2011. In addition to teaching and writing nov-
els, Richard spent much of this past sum-
mer in Calgary, Canada, scripting the second 
season of the AMC series Hell on Wheels. 
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dK: One of the things that lends con-
siderable authenticity and authority 
to your writing is the fact that you’ve 
lived through much of the time you’ve 
detailed in your books. How have your 
life experiences and memories shaped 
your writing projects? For example, 
do you think you would have written 
Hot Stuff had you not worked as a 
club deejay and had memories in your 
head of mirrored disco balls?

ae: Well, despite Bob Dylan’s great 
line — anyone who remembers the 
’60s wasn’t there — I guess I do have 

a few memories! Although I know it doesn't work this way for everyone, having lived through 
the era I’m writing about seems to inoculate me against nostalgia. But of course, memory is 
fragmentary, unreliable and, sometimes, most interesting as an object of study itself. One of 
the themes of Hot Stuff is that, through disco culture, gay men remade themselves, shedding 
the effeminacy so long associated with homosexuality. But had I relied only upon my own 
disco memories, and not read that era’s fiction, journalism and cultural criticism and once 
again watched its films and listened to its music, I doubt that gay macho would have been such 
a prominent theme. Hmm, would I have written Hot Stuff had I not been a deejay? I’m not 
sure, but I suspect that working as a deejay in a Midwestern college town, rather than in New 
York or San Francisco, and being a ‘girl deejay’ gave me a different angle of vision.

dK: Much of your writing takes popular culture and looks at it through the lens of gender, sexuality 
or politics. When you re-examine cultural artifacts through this type of construct, do you ever worry 
that you may be changing the reader’s memories or opinions about iconic figures like, for example, 
Janis Joplin or Donna Summer?

ae: Historians are always messing with people’s minds — or should be! After all, new mate-
rial becomes available, and the world changes in ways that affect historians, who then pose 
different questions about the past. So this sort of revisionism is at the heart of writing and 
doing history. As for pop music icons, we usually only know a sliver of who they are, very 
often because they’re busy constructing and burnishing an image that corresponds to their 
genre’s notion of what’s authentic. This was certainly true of Janis Joplin, who put an enormous 
amount of energy into being what I called ‘the queen of the real.’ 

dK: What made you decide to take off your historian hat and write about something deeply personal? 
Can you talk about your upcoming book, a memoir about your grandfather?

ae: My grandfather was an accused bank embezzler whose shortfall was discovered during 
the Depression. I never met my grandfather, so the book’s memoirish bit is about how the 
scandal reverberated inside my family. But this is much more a work of history than memoir, 
and about a period that, for once, I did not live through! 

Considered an authority 
on ’60s-era America, 
alIce ecHolS is Bar-
bra Streisand Profes-
sor of Contemporary 
Gender Studies and 
professor of English 
in USC Dornsife. A few 

of her books include Scars of Sweet Para-
dise: The Life and Times of Janis Joplin 
(Henry Holt and Company, 1999) and Hot 
Stuff: Disco and the Remaking of American 
Culture (W. W. Norton & Company, 2010). 
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underStandinG the

The USC Shoah Foundation — The Institute for Visual History and Education 
offers a perspective on genocides that have occurred throughout the world. 
Preserving these memories helps ensure that for generations to come these 
stories will be a compelling voice for education and action. 
 
by Alina Tugend

Freddy Mutanguha was 18 years old when his parents and four sisters were macheted to 
death by Hutu soldiers during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. Mutanguha, a member of the 
Tutsi minority ethnic group, didn’t see the murders, but from a nearby friend’s house could 
hear his family’s screams over the soldiers singing.

His mission now is to create not only a memorial of survivor, perpetrator and rescuer testi-
mony about that terrible time in his nation’s history, but also peace-building educational initia-
tives that foster resilience against violence, regardless of the political and economic climate. 

The development of two distinct ethnic groups in Rwanda — the Hutus and Tutsis — arose 
in response to the divisive colonial rule of Belgium in the early 20th century. Tensions between 
the two groups then continued to escalate, especially after Rwanda gained independence in 
1962 and the country became a highly centralized, repressive state with a regime characterized 
by the persecution and ethnic cleansing of the Tutsis. Cycles of violence continued, with Hutu 
extremists continually blaming Tutsis for the country’s growing economic and social woes. In 
1994, when a plane carrying Rwanda President Juvénal Habyarimana, a Hutu, was shot down, 
violence began immediately with Hutu extremists determined to wipe out the Tutsi population.

It is difficult to ask Rwandans, still traumatized by a massacre that killed an estimated 
1 million Tutsis, to talk about the genocide openly. But it is crucial to gather memories of 
those who bore witness.

The Rwandan people are not alone in trying to find a way to both preserve an historical 
record of a mass tragedy and share its lesson with the rest of the world.

The same impetus drove the founders of the USC Shoah Foundation — The Institute 
for Visual History and Education, which has collected video interviews with nearly 52,000 
Holocaust survivors in 34 languages. Housed in USC Dornsife, it is the largest collection 
of its kind in the world. The institute is now committed to expanding its Visual History 
Archive and has begun incorporating testimonies from genocides other than the Holocaust. 

Beginning in 2007, Mutanguha, country director of the Aegis Trust (Rwanda), a genocide 
prevention organization overseeing the Kigali Genocide Memorial in Rwanda, has worked 
with the institute to share methodologies on how to conduct interviews responsibly in 
Rwanda. Mutanguha and others from his organization are learning how to archive testimony 
and make it accessible to the world.

The first integration of non-Holocaust testimony into the Visual History Archive, the sur-
vivor testimonies about the genocide in Rwandan are expected to be followed by survivors of 
other genocides, said Karen Jungblut, the institute’s director of research and documentation.

“The range of experience of survivors and witnesses of genocides provides perspective that 
prejudice, bigotry and intolerance exist in many forms,” Jungblut said. “These collections rep-
resent multiple experiences that provide a pathway for understanding the universal.”

The technical craft of preserving and archiving Holocaust and Rwandan genocide 

p h o t o  b y  j a S o n  r e e d  a n d  c o u r t e S y  o F  r e u t e r S

expandIng THe arcHIve
The USC Shoah Foundation 
is incorporating testimonies 
into its Visual History Archive 
from Rwandan genocide sur-
vivors and will soon include 
testimonies from survivors of 
the Cambodian and Armenian 
genocides. This photo of a 
Rwandan child is displayed as 
part of a gallery of genocide 
victims in the Kigali Memorial 
Centre in Kigali, Rwanda. 
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Smith said. “They focused on the key facts about the Nazi 
concentration camps and what they saw the perpetrators 
commit. It was almost like a police report.”

By the ’60s and ’70s, Holocaust survivors began giving 
longer autobiographical accounts that were more detailed 
and literary in nature, Smith said. By the ’90s survivors in 
greater numbers began talking about their personal experi-
ences before, during and after the war. The stories, Smith 
said, become increasingly analytical.

“In the ’40s, they had just been persecuted, were highly trau-
matized and had the potential to still be persecuted,” Smith 
said. “They told their stories only to trusted authorities.”

To some degree, the situation mirrors what Rwandans 
and Cambodians face.

“People must feel safe in order to open up,” Smith said. 
“You don’t want to retraumatize them. Memory is emo-
tional, cultural and spiritual. It’s more than historical.”

For that reason, it’s imperative that survivors receive sup-
port before, during and after the interviews. Smith said the 
support varies by country, but in Rwanda, for example, a 
survivors’ organization provides counseling, and if necessary, 

testimony may be similar, but interviewing those who have 
survived such horrifying experiences only 18 years ago is a 
delicate task.

“Every community and culture has its own way of com-
municating its past and that can differ quite dramatically,” 
said Stephen Smith, the institute’s executive director. Smith 
founded The Holocaust Centre in England as well as the 
Aegis Trust, which works globally to prevent genocide and 
crimes against humanity.

“The appropriate way to take videos in the 1990s of Jewish 
witnesses is very different for those who are living 18 years 
after the Rwandan genocide or 30 years after the Cambo-
dian genocide,” he said, adding that Cambodians are also 
starting to work with the institute in an effort to record ac-
counts of its genocide, in which 2 million people were killed 
between 1975 and 1979.

Even within a cultural group, time can change the way 
memories are related. For example, Smith said, Holocaust 
survivors who spoke in 1946 were far more focused on 
reportage.

“Their testimonies were short, factual and to the point,” 

goIng on record
Theary Seng (above), whose 
parents were killed in the 
Cambodian genocide and who 
spent five months in the Boeung 
Rei prison, gives her testimony 
to the USC Shoah Foundation. 
At right, Freddy Mutanguha, 
a Rwandan genocide survivor 
himself, discusses his efforts 
to interview other survivors 
for the archive with Karen 
jungblut, the institute’s 
director of research and 
documentation.

p h o t o  b y  k i M  F o x
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volunteers trained in men-
tal health are summoned 
to speak to survivors giving 
testimony.

Mutanguha said that at 
the outset, many Rwandan 
survivors refused to speak 
about the atrocities.

“They asked ‘Why should 
we do this?’ ” Mutanguha 
recalled. It was particularly 
difficult in the early days 
following the genocide, he 
said, when witnesses feared 
talking and had no wish to 
relive the nightmare.

But slowly, Mutanguha 
said, people began realizing 
that the process of speaking 
out would benefit their children 
and the younger generations.

“They wanted to help oth-
ers,” Mutanguha said.

While there may be more 
than 100,000 potential sur-
vivors of the Rwandan geno-
cide to interview, currently 
the USC Shoah Foundation 
is incorporating 66 testimo-
nies about the genocide, 50 
of which are from the Kigali 
Genocide Memorial, into 
the institute’s collection. 
Mutanguha himself has 
given a five-hour interview.

He recalled other agoniz-
ing interviews. 

“My daughter said to me, 
‘Papa, Papa, give me water,’ ” 
survivor Venuste Karasira 
recounted. “She had just 
learned to talk and was say-
ing, ‘Give me water, I’m dy-

ing of thirst.’ ”
A militia soldier overheard her and taunting Karasira said, 

“ ‘Papa, this cockroach, let me come and show you.’ ”
Then one of the men stabbed the child with a knife. Kara-

sira points to his head.
“Right here and it went through.” 
Currently, the Rwandan testimonies are being transcribed 

and subtitled in English, Jungblut said. The Rwandan in-
terviews will belong to the Kigali Genocide Memorial and 
Aegis Trust (Rwanda) and both the institute and Aegis Trust 
will disseminate the testimonies and integrate them into 
educational programs.

On one level there are similarities when comparing geno-
cides, Mutanguha said. 

“There is the process of preparation and execution of the 
genocide and the fact that people suffered,” he said. “These 
things one finds in each and every genocide.”

But every country and culture deals with genocide in its 
own way and time.

“Rwanda knew this was a story that had to be told and 
was absolutely aware of the Holocaust precedent — it had  

resonance,” Smith said. “In Cambodia, on the other hand, 
there is a cultural and personal expectation that individu-
als not share their stories with the wider community. Con-
versely, Rwanda wanted to place its genocide firmly in the 
public consciousness.” 

Cambodia’s genocide, led by the Communist Party, the 
Khmer Rouge, aimed to form a peasant farming society, 
much like Communist Party leader Mao Zedong had in 
China. In Cambodia, there were mass evacuations to the 
countryside where millions died of overwork, starvation and 
disease. The Khmer Rouge conducted regular and deadly 
purges to rid the country of the professional class, Bud-
dhist monks and former government officials. The genocide, 
which took place from 1975 to 1979, claimed an estimated 
2 million lives.

Rwanda’s readiness to deal with the mass killings is 
demonstrated by the fact that trials for genocide crimes 
occurred five years before the first Cambodian trials — 
even though Cambodia’s atrocities had taken place 20 years 
before Rwanda’s.

How stories are told varies widely among cultures. 
“In Rwanda, the narrative tradition is not about chronol-

ogy,” Smith said. “It’s about community values and family; 
the sense of abandonment by the international community 
when the United Nations left. What happened was very, very 
local. It was hand-to-hand fighting and the victims knew 
everyone involved in the chain of activity.”

Therefore, methodology in interviewing differs from 
country to country.

“You can’t force one method to be used,” Smith said.
Another challenge in interviewing Rwandan genocide sur-

vivors is helping them overcome their fear that they or their 
families can still be punished by the perpetrators in some way.

“MeMoRy iS eMotionaL,  
cULtURaL anD SpiRitUaL. 
It’s more than hIstorIcal.”

p h o t o  b y  r y a n  F e n t o n - S t r a u S S
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For that reason, people can give their testimony but ask 
that the videos not be shown to anyone or put online until a 
future date. This is also the case with Holocaust survivors. 
The institute has agreed not to make public approximately 
400 Holocaust interviews until a certain amount of time 
has passed.

Additionally, the institute is working with the Armenian 
Film Foundation, which has documented the Armenian 
genocide that began in 1915 and led to the deaths of as many 
as 1.5 million Armenians in Ottoman-ruled Turkey.

In this case, the foundation is working to update its testi-
monies from film to digital media and make them available 
to the world.

Armenian genocide survivor J. Michael Hagopian began 
conducting interviews with eyewitnesses and survivors in 
1966. He interviewed them through the ’60s, ’70s, ’80s, 
’90s, up to 2005. Over the years, he filmed — this was 
before the use of videotape — more than 400 Armenian 
survivors and witnesses and has used some of the interviews 
in documentaries. 

In 1979, he established the Armenian Film Foundation 
in Thousand Oaks, Calif., to preserve Armenian culture 
and heritage. Hagopian, who earned his Ph.D. at Harvard  

University, worked until his 
death in 2010 at age 97.

Carla Garapedian, project leader 
of the Armenian Film Foundation’s 
digitization project and Hagopian’s 
longtime associate, sought to col-
laborate with the institute.

“We wanted to see how we could 
make the whole project more widely 
available,” Garapedian said. “And 
the USC Shoah Foundation was 
looking to expand its collection. So 
we started discussions.”

Hagopian traveled the world 
finding people to provide first-
hand accounts of the Armenian 
genocide. His group filmed the 
interviews in 10 languages, in-
cluding Armenian, Greek, Rus-
sian and Turkish. 

Funding is being sought to 
support the integration of these 
interviews into the Visual His-
tory Archive so they will become 
accessible to a global audience.

While the Holocaust inter-
views are sometimes many hours 
long — the average interview is 
21/2 hours but one runs as long 
as 17 hours — the Armenian 
accounts were much shorter for 
technical reasons. Film was ex-
pensive and the filmmakers had 
to be very frugal, often using only 
one or two rolls of film for each 
interview, Garapedian said.

“Very often most events are 
described in detail, but almost 
monotone,” she added. “Often 
they are almost unemotional. 
Someone who was eight or nine 
years old when the Armenian 
genocide occurred will describe 
the executions of a father, mother and describe children be-
ing sent on death marches. Sometimes they feared talking, 
and whispered as if perpetrators are just around the corner.”

In one testimony, survivor Sam Kadorian — whose 
cheek was scarred from a Turkish bayonet — described an 
abhorrent scene:

“I saw with my own eyes, when a woman didn’t have any 
milk in her breasts, so one of these Turkish soldiers grabbed 
the baby by the arm, tossed the little thing up into the air. 
The Turkish solider caught it with a bayonet on his rifle.”

Adding other genocides to the institute’s collection will not 
dilute the singular experience of the Holocaust, Jungblut said.

“Everything adds. Nothing takes away,” she said. “We’re 
looking for a body of work that encompasses the experience 
and helps us understand the commonality of these experi-
ences from the Armenian genocide to the Jewish Holocaust 
to Cambodia, Rwanda, and others.”

Although each genocide is horrific in its own way, survi-
vors and witnesses can see similarities. 

“Armenian survivors and Holocaust survivors can re-
ally relate,” Garapedian said. “They see things going from  

“We’re lookIng for a body of Work 
that encompasses the experIence 

and HeLpS US UnDeRStanD tHe 
coMMonaLity of these experIences 
from the armenIan genocIde to the 

JeWIsh holocaust to cambodIa,  
rWanda, and others.”

p h o t o  b y  a r M i n  t.  W e G n e r ;  c o u r t e S y  o F  S y b i l  S t e v e n S  ( d a u G h t e r  o F  a r M i n  t.  W e G n e r )
W e G n e r  c o l l e c t i o n ,  d e u t c h e S  l i t e r a t u r a r c h i v,  M a r b a c h  &  u n i t e d  S t a t e S  h o l o c a u S t  M e M o r i a l  M u S e u M
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normal to kind of bad, and they can’t quite believe it. Then 
they’re pushed out of their homes and they can’t believe it. 
Armenians hear Holocaust survivors talking about it and say 
‘that’s how we felt.’ ”

Mutanguha agreed. 
“There are so many points of connection with the Ho-

locaust survivors,” he said. “They know what it means to 
experience the killing of an entire people. They witnessed 
the affects of propaganda, the misuse of media and newspa-
pers to dehumanize them. Our experience is not identical, 
but we share the struggle for survival in common.”

Equally as important as assembling and archiving the 
testimonies is how they are disseminated to the world. About 
1,100 of the 52,000 testimonies are available on the Web via 
the institute’s Visual History Archive Online. The complete  
archive can be accessed through 40 institutes (including 
USC) in 10 countries. In addition, a number of museums, 
libraries, schools and synagogues have licensed copies of 
specific testimony.

The testimonies have been used in university courses,  
including gender studies, history, Jewish studies, psychology, 

film studies, anthropology and Catholic theology.
Dispersing the interviews is an ongoing project. The in-

stitute has developed a series of resources and products that 
incorporate video testimony from its archive for the benefit of 
secondary schools. One example is the Holocaust education 
program Echoes and Reflections, a three-way partnership 
with the institute, the Anti-Defamation League and Yad 
Vashem, the Holocaust museum in Jerusalem, Israel.

The work continues with the launch of IWitness, a new 
educational Web site, which enables teachers and their 
students to explore 1,000 video testimonies from survivors 
and witnesses and use the testimonies in their lessons. The 
institute is currently working with teachers from through-
out the United States and around the world to fine-tune 
IWitness.

Through all these efforts, Mutanguha’s hope — and the 
hope of all connected to the institute — is that the testimonies 
and the horror they reveal will not be seen as an anomaly. 

“Someone, say, from Mexico, listening to my testimony 
should know what it means,” he said. “A human being has suf-
fered. It happened in Rwanda and it can happen anywhere.”  

fIrST Modern genocIde
Before his death in 2010, 
Armenian genocide survivor 
j. Michael Hagopian (above) 
filmed more than 400 
Armenian survivors. Their 
accounts are being integrated 
into the institute’s Visual 
History Archive. At left, 
Armenians uprooted from their 
homes are forced to march for 
hundreds of miles through the 
Syrian Desert.

p h o t o  c o u r t e S y  o F  t h e  u S c  S h o a h  F o u n d a t i o n
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By Pamela J. Johnson

As a child, how many of you memorized the planet names 
and order with this little ditty: My very elegant mother just 
sat upon nine porcupines. 

Although the demotion of Pluto to a dwarf planet ren-
ders this particular mnemonic device obsolete, people have 
used catchphrases and wordplay to trigger memory since 
antiquity. 

Argue may have lost an “E” in this argument, but Univer-
sity Professor Emeritus Richard Thompson knows only one 
“C” is necessary and you need two “Cs” for success.

Thompson, William M. Keck Chair Emeritus in Psychol-
ogy and Biological Sciences in USC Dornsife, has studied 
learning and memory for more than 60 years. He discovered 
the essential role of the cerebellum in memory and was the 
first to localize the site of a memory trace — or the physical 
storage of memory in the brain. 

“Without memory, you would not have a mind,” Thomp-
son said. “If you couldn’t remember anything, ever, you 
couldn’t think. You couldn’t perceive. Memory is what glues 
together our experiences as human beings.”

A National Academy of Sciences member, Thompson 
tracked the minute physical changes that occur in the brain 
as learning takes place and memories are coded, stored and 
retrieved. He and his team discovered that the brain encodes 
a memory by changing the physical structure of connections 
between neurons called synapses. When something new is 
learned, neurons sprout new synapses and strengthen exist-
ing connections.

Bucking traditional thought, his research showed that 
memories reside in very specific brain cells and simply by 
reactivating these cells by physical means, such as light, an 
entire memory can be recalled.

Memory: The Key to Consciousness (Joseph Henry Press, 
2005), which Thompson wrote with Stephen Madigan, asso-
ciate professor of psychology in USC Dornsife, gives readers 
a few tips on how to use associations to improve recollection. 
One he calls “the mind’s eye technique.”

Say you want to memorize a grocery list. Imagine you are 
walking (or riding your bicycle) down a very familiar path.

“And you envision several weird objects along the path, 
like a 10-foot-tall tube of toothpaste,” Thompson said. 
“When you have all those objects really well-remembered, 

you’re developing a long complicated story of your journey 
through this path. Then you can take any list of items and 
tag them on to each object. So in this case, broccoli flower 
heads are growing out of the giant toothpaste tube.”

Breaking information into manageable pieces, mnemonic 
devices work because they connect prior knowledge to new 
knowledge, helping the brain to make sense of information 
it has never been exposed to.

In the book, Thompson devotes a chapter to the topic of 
false memory, addressing why some people remember things 
that did not occur.

fundaMenTal MISunderSTandIng
Thompson begins by describing cognitive psychologist Eliz-
abeth Loftus’ 1974 experiments that show what happens to 
a subject’s memory when he or she is presented with false 
information.

In one experiment, volunteers watched a short film depict-
ing a collision between two cars. Some were asked, “About 
how fast were the cars going when they hit each other?” An-
other group was asked, “About how fast were the cars going 
when they smashed into each other?” The control group was 
not asked a question.

A week later, all volunteers were asked if they had seen 
broken glass at the accident scene. Of the control group, 6 
percent said they had and 7 percent of the hit subjects said 
they had, compared to 16 percent of the smashed into subjects 
who said they remembered seeing broken glass.

The words researchers used to describe the accident great-
ly affected what the subjects said they saw in the film. Loftus’ 
research has relevance to legal issues, particularly when it 
comes to asking accusers leading questions. 

Take cases involving childhood sexual abuse allegations. 
Thompson describes a 1994 case in Wenatchee, Wash., in 
which a young foster daughter of a police officer said she and 
her classmates had been sexually molested. Some children 
described outlandish acts at a church involving men dressed 
all in black and wearing sunglasses. 

Without physical evidence, the claims led to the arrests of 
more than 40 people and the convictions of some. 

Equally astounding are cases of recovered memory in 
adults with multiple personality disorder (MPD), which 

Memory is our brain’s library, the key to our consciousness and identity. Its loss may be triggered by  
obesity, head injury, even traffic pollution. Can fasting help?

fIlIng cabIneT
Every person has perhaps bil-
lions of bytes of information 
stored in long-term memory. 
Babies develop long-term 
memories for past experi-
ences beginning at the age 
of about six months or even 
earlier.
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some psychologists say is a result of a traumatic experience 
in childhood, usually involving sexual abuse. The person 
with MPD is said to adopt a new personality to cope with 
emotional suffering. The new personalities are accompanied 
by a complete repression of memories of the abuse, some say. 

Many psychologists argue that the recovered memory is-
sue is a result of a fundamental misunderstanding about the 
mechanisms of memory.

One wrong belief is that memory is a high-resolution re-
cording device that creates a continuous, detailed copy of 
experience from which memories can be “played back” with 
perfect fidelity. Although people are capable of extensive 
visual and auditory long-term memory, there is no “video-
recorder” model of memory, Thompson wrote. 

Another mistaken belief is that there is a memory process 
known as repression — unconsciously motivated forget-
ting — that is capable of removing memories, even repeated 
experiences, from the consciousness. Thompson wrote that 
to date, none of the numerous experimental studies of emo-
tion, memory and the brain have led to the identification of 
biological plausible brain mechanisms that would be required 
for repression to operate.

MeMory cacHe
Thompson’s greatest legacy is his research on the mechanism 
of memory storage, where and how the brain stores memo-
ries. Working memory — or short-term memory concerned 
with the immediate task at hand — occurs in the prefrontal 
cortex; long-term memory is kept in the hippocampus; and 
skill memory in the cerebellum. 

“We think this is just the beginning,” Thompson said. 
“We think that many aspects of memory can be highly local-
ized. We just haven’t found them all yet. Our memory trace 
was the first.”

After localizing the memory, scientists can learn how each 
memory is formed — thus understanding the neurobasis of 
the many kinds of memory. 

“You can’t analyze the mechanisms of memories until you 
find out where they are,” Thompson said. “In the long run, 
this research will provide ways for treating learning disabili-
ties and memory diseases. And there are many.

“Maybe, just maybe, this work will lead to the ultimate 
prevention and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.”

Some of Thompson and his team’s latest research demon-
strates that allopregnanolone, a naturally occurring steroid 
produced in the central nervous system, increases the number 
of neural stem cells and restores cognitive function in the 
Alzheimer-inflicted mouse brain.

The research advances the development of allopregnano-
lone as a therapeutic to restore cognitive function in people 
suffering from Alzheimer’s. 

Published online in the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, the study — co-authored with Roberta Diaz Brin-
ton, who holds the R. Pete Vanderveen Chair in Therapeutic 
Discovery and Development in the USC School of Pharmacy, 
and others — has led to planned clinical trials in humans.

Although encouraging, Thompson said allopregnanolone 
is likely not the ultimate way to fight the disease.

“I think the ultimate answer is manipulating the human 
genome,” Thompson said. “You would want to do it before 
Alzheimer’s has developed. That’s in the future.”

HealTHy HearT, HealTHy braIn
While investigating the causes of Alzheimer’s disease, 
Margaret Gatz, professor of psychology, gerontology and 
preventive medicine in USC Dornsife, has studied the health 
of more than 14,000 Swedish twins for more than 25 years.  

Alzheimer’s is a type of dementia. Dementia is a term 
used to describe a wide range of symptoms associated with 
memory impairment and other thinking skills. Alzheimer’s 
disease, which involves a particular set of changes in the 
brain that very gradually steal away a person’s memory, ac-
counts for up to 80 percent of dementia cases.

In her twins study, Gatz determined that about 70 percent 
of risk for Alzheimer’s disease is due to genetic causes. In 
each stricken individual, the cause is a combination of genes 
and environmental influences. By studying cases in which 
one twin developed Alzheimer’s disease and the other twin 
did not, her team found that midlife type 2 diabetes and 
obesity are significant risk factors for Alzheimer’s. Those who 
have the onset of diabetes in midlife have more than twice 
the chance to develop the disease compared to twins with 
no history of diabetes.

“This leads to a concern with the obesity epidemic in the 
United States and worldwide that, in fact, obesity may play 
out in creating greater risk for dementia in the decades to 
come,” Gatz said. “So there’s a longer term reason to worry 
about carrying too much weight — your cognitive health.”

 Speaking to people in the community, Gatz has found 
that the connection between a healthy heart and a healthy 
brain is not well known. 

“But it’s clearly there,” said Gatz, chair of USC Dorn-
sife’s Department of Psychology and adjunct professor at the 
Karolinska Institutet in Stockholm, Sweden. 

As director of the education core at the USC Memory 
and Aging Center, Gatz helped to create a comic book-style 
novella in Spanish and English called Forgotten Memories, 
which shows community members how to recognize signs 
of dementia. The novella targets the Latino community  

MeTHod of locI
The most basic mnemonic 
technique involves forming a 
mental image of each of the 
things to be remembered as 
occupying a place along a 
travel route you know well. 
When you need to retrieve the 
information, take a mental 
stroll along the route.

“We think thiS iS juSt the  
beGinninG, We think that Many  
aSpectS oF MeMory can be hiGhly  
localized. We juSt haven’t Found 
theM all yet. our 
WaS the FirSt.”
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THe MelTdown
An Alzheimer patient’s dam-
aged brain cells are filled 
with neurofibrillary tangles, 
aggregates of the hyperphos-
phorylated tau that is now 
known as the primary marker 
of the disease.

because Latinos have a high prevalence of diabetes and other 
vascular risks.

Her twins research discovered other risk factors.

cancer and cognITIon
In a 2005 study published in the Journal of the National Cancer 
Institute, Gatz and Beth Meyerowitz, professor of psychology 
in USC Dornsife, and their team of students determined that 
cancer survivors are twice as likely to develop long-term cog-
nitive problems including memory impairment than those 
who have never had cancer. 

Research has shown that cognitive impairment in cancer 
patients can persist even five years after treatment. But how 
long these cognitive deficits last or whether they worsen and 
become more apparent in older age has been a question.

Seeking to determine the extent of cognitive deficits in 
cancer patients, the team conducted a study of 702 cancer 
survivors from Sweden and their cancer-free twins using data 
collected through the Karolinska Institutet. 

They found that those who had survived cancer for five or 
more years were twice as likely as their cancer-free twins to 
have cognitive dysfunction — assessed during standardized, 
mental-status telephone interviews. 

Participants were scored on a scale from zero to three. 
Anyone who scored a three, defined as having verbal, ori-
entation or recall problems that interfere with daily life, was 
considered to have cognitive dysfunction.

“The twin who had cancer was more likely to have some 
sort of cognitive dysfunction,” said Meyerowitz, vice provost 
for faculty affairs. 

Previous studies had found cognitive problems in short-
term cancer survivors, but this was the first to find significant 
cognitive differences between long-term survivors and cancer-
free individuals, and to focus on older adult survivors.

“This suggests that possibly the cognitive dysfunction 
gets worse over time with increased survival duration,” said 
the study’s lead author Lara Heflin, who in 2007 earned 

a Ph.D. in psychology in USC Dornsife and completed 
postdoctoral research at the University of California, San 
Francisco Medical Center.

The comparison with cancer-free twins means that the 
increased dysfunction cannot be attributed to the normal 
aging process.

Cancer survivors were also twice as likely to be diagnosed 
with dementia, although this result was not statistically sig-
nificant. The authors concluded that cancer and its treatments 
may lower survivors’ cognitive reserve, thus increasing their 
long-term risks of cognitive dysfunction and dementia.

“This is a serious clinical concern for physicians treating 
cancer survivors,” Heflin said. “Further research should identify 
mechanisms that mediate the relationship between cancer 
and cognitive dysfunction and explore whether specific treat-
ments are associated with long-term cognitive effects. This 
knowledge will help health care providers and patients make 
informed decisions about treatments.”

In a recent study published in The Journals of Gerontology, 
Gatz, Meyerowitz and their team found that older female 
cancer survivors are significantly more likely to suffer from 
long-term cognitive impairment. Compared to those with 
other cancers, the risk was higher among survivors of gyne-
cologic cancers and those who had treatments potentially 
affecting ovarian functioning. 

The researchers initially thought chemotherapy might be 
associated with cognitive impairment. Instead, researchers 
found the impairment was linked to treatments that may 
have affected ovarian functioning, which likely resulted in de-
clines in estrogen levels. Although most in the study were 
past menopause, the loss of estrogen may have affected their 
cognitive performance. 

The study raises the question that the loss of estrogen, even 
in older women, may be associated with memory function — 
which appears to differ from other highly publicized studies 
that claim giving estrogen therapy to women increases their 
risk of dementia.

“I think it may be important to look at how and when 
estrogen levels are changed through surgery or estrogen 
therapy,” said Keiko Kurita, a psychology Ph.D. student 
and lead author of the Journals of Gerontology cancer study, 
referring to the seemingly contradictory findings. 

Kurita, who is pursuing a dual master of public health 
degree at Keck School of Medicine of USC, is writing her 
dissertation on the association between the removal of ovaries 
—  which produce estrogen  —  before or after menopause, 
and cognitive functioning in older adult women.

“By examining the effects of ovarian removal, we may have 
a better understanding of the association between estrogen 
decrease resulting from a surgical procedure and cognitive 
functioning,” Kurita said. “To the extent that estrogen de-
crease results in poorer cognitive function including memory 
loss, there may be implications for treatments that involve 
prophylactic ovarian removal or that replace the function 
of estrogen.”

Gatz also pointed to brain injury as a risk factor for later de-
veloping dementia as well as other neurological diseases. It’s not 
only severe brain injuries that predispose people to dementia. 

Memory loss that disrupts daily life
Extreme difficulty getting organized
Difficulty completing familiar tasks

Forgetting to show up for appointments
Trouble understanding visual images and spatial relationships

Trouble holding a conversation
Frequently misplacing things

Making poor decisions
Withdrawal from work or social activities

Changes in mood and personality

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

TEN EARLY SIGNS and SYMPTOMS OF  
ALZHEIMER’S and DEMENTIA

© 2009 Alzheimer’s Association
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A concussion or mild brain trauma can put a person at risk, 
Gatz said. Soldiers, boxers, athletes and cyclists are most prone.

“So there’s another reason to wear a bicycle helmet,” Gatz said. 
There are so many different genes and risk factors that 

Gatz is dubious there will be one single cure or one single 
recipe for prevention. 

“You want to do something good to reduce your chances of 
dementia and memory loss?” Gatz said. “Hop on a treadmill.”

plaQueS and TangleS
Another leading scholar in the investigation of Alzheim-
er’s disease is University Professor Antonio Damasio, who 
holds the David Dornsife Chair in Neuroscience and is 
professor of psychology and neurology. In the ’80s, Dama-
sio led a number of crucial studies mapping the distribution 
of damaged cells and neurons in the brain that correlated 
with Alzheimer’s disease.

The paper that launched a series of studies was published 
in Science in 1984, when Damasio was professor and head of 
neurology at the University of Iowa. The paper marked the 
first time scientists were able to show how the hippocampus 
— located in the medial temporal lobe — becomes isolated 
and taken off line by Alzheimer’s-damaged cells in another 
part of the temporal lobe — the entorhinal cortex.

In a paper published in the journal Cerebral Cortex in 
1991, Damasio and his team mapped Alzheimer’s patients’ 
damaged brain cells that were filled with neurofibrillary 
tangles, aggregates of the hyperphosphorylated tau that is 
now known as the primary marker of Alzheimer’s. 

“Tau proteins are extremely important because they dam-
age the neurons themselves as opposed to damaging the 
environment of the neurons,” Damasio said.

They also mapped in brains another characteristic of 
Alzheimer’s disease, the accumulation of amyloid plaques 
between nerve cells, or neurons. Amyloid is a general term 
for protein fragments that the body produces normally. As 
people susceptible to Alzheimer’s grow older, their cells 
produce a much higher percentage of amyloid, leading to 
its accumulation and formation of hard, insoluble plaques.

Damasio, founder and director of the USC Brain and 
Creativity Institute, housed in USC Dornsife, is most fa-
mous for finding the neural basis for emotions and showing 
that emotions play a central role in decision-making and 
social cognition — or the processes we use to understand 
the world around us.

Emotions can have both a positive and a detrimental effect 

on memory, Damasio said.
“It depends on the amount of emotion,” Damasio said. 

“Positive emotion can help you learn things very well — to 
a point. When you are overjoyed you can actually get dis-
tracted and learn less.”

Negative emotion can be helpful as well. When a person 
becomes emotional as a result of being in pain, “that gets 
your attention and actually may make you learn much bet-
ter,” Damasio said. 

“Let’s say you burn yourself,” he continued. “You learn 
very quickly not to go to the place where you burned yourself. 
However, if the pain is excruciating and you are in immense 
suffering, you may lose the gains that the emotion gives. So 
emotion, positive or negative, can be a positive influence on 
learning and memory, but beyond a certain point you actu-
ally have diminishing returns.”

A bit of stress and anxiety can increase one’s memory, he said.
“But too much suffering may actually block the avail-

ability of the memories you create. You end up not knowing 
what you learned.”

braIn grIdlocK
External factors, such as high urban pollution, can also ad-
versely affect memory, said University Professor Caleb Finch, 
an expert on the aging process. In a 2011 study published 
in Environmental Health Perspectives, Finch and his authors 
showed that freeway pollution affects brain neurons, raising 
the possibility of long-term brain health consequences.

Many studies have drawn a link between vehicle pollution 
and pulmonary and cardiovascular problems, but Finch was 
the first to explore the physical effect of freeway pollution — 
particles from burning fossil fuels — on brain cells. 

“For example, people who live along the 405 or 101 and 
other urban freeways are exposed to a river of toxic fumes 
and particles that come off of traffic,” said Finch, holder of 
the ARCO/William F. Kieschnick Chair in the Neurobiology 
of Aging in USC Dornsife and the USC Davis School of 
Gerontology. 

“That’s a fact of urban life. We found that in mouse models 
nanoparticles from freeway traffic accelerate the rate of brain 
aging and may accelerate Alzheimer’s disease.”

In 1984, Finch founded the USC Alzheimer Disease Re-
search Center and was its director for 20 years. He’s now 
co-director. 

In 2009, with an award from USC’s James H. Zumberge 
Research and Innovation Fund and support from the pro-
vost’s office, he also helped to create the USC AirPollBrain 
Group, a network involving five USC schools (USC Dorn-
sife, gerontology, engineering, pharmacy and medicine). The 
group researches the effects of environmental pollution on 
the brain from conception across a lifespan. 

Using technology developed by Constantinos Sioutas 
of USC Viterbi School of Engineering, Finch and his 
team recreated air filled with freeway particulate matter 
and found that in live mice and mice brain cells in vitro, 
neurons involved in learning and memory showed 
significant damage.
c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a G e  4 1 .

exTernal facTorS
Frequent exposure to toxic 
fumes and particles that ema-
nate from traffic may affect 
brain neurons, raising the 
possibility of long-term health 
consequences, including the 
loss of memory.

“We Found that… nanoparticleS FroM 
FreeWay traFFic accelerate the rate 

oF                           and May accelerate 
alzheiMer’S diSeaSe.”
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vocal behavior (the memorized tutor sounds). Achiro recorded and 
studied the activity of more than 1,000 individual neurons while 
birds were listening to a battery of different vocal sounds. 

“What we found is that any given neuron in this region is selective-
ly tuned to either tutor sounds or to the bird’s own vocalization but 
not both,” Achiro said. “Individual neurons never respond to both 
vocal babbling sounds and the tutor sounds. It’s one or the other.”  

“These data support the hypothesis that the shell subregion 
of LMAN is critical in vocal learning by comparing the babbling 
sounds being produced to the template memory of tutor sounds,” 
Bottjer added. 

Bottjer and Achiro believe neurons that respond only to memo-
rized tutor sounds act as a filter: juvenile birds occasionally 
produce a sound that is similar enough to a tutor sound to activate 
tutor-tuned neurons and this would enable these neurons to act 
as a filter for correct matches of current vocal production to the 
template memory. In addition, feedback of tutor-similar babbling 
sounds (i.e., that are a close enough match to tutor song) would 
activate both tutor-tuned and babbling-tuned shell neurons 
simultaneously. They predict these two types of neurons will 
converge somewhere downstream to complete the comparison 
process.

Human speech also requires auditory experience during a criti-
cal period of development in which both memorizing vocal sounds 
and the auditory-motor integration needed to imitate those 
sounds is occurring. In numerous human speech disorders, neuro-
developmental aspects of this process are disrupted. 

Autism and Tourette syndrome, for example, involve deficits 
in social interactions and vocal communication. For people who 
stutter, it is the neural processing of their own auditory feedback 
that is critically disrupted, generally early in vocal learning. That 
involves cortico-basal ganglia circuitry similar to the circuits that 
Bottjer and Achiro are studying in songbirds. 

“Humans and songbirds are both matching their own early 
vocalizations to the neural representation of vocal auditory 
memory,” Bottjer said. “This encoding 
and integration process  
is very likely to be disrupted 
in people with disor-
dered speech and we can 
begin to understand this 
by studying the songbird 
brain.” These studies are yielding 
basic information regarding funda-
mental mechanisms of neural devel-
opment and learning. This type of 
“basic-science” research advances 
our understanding of normal brain 
functioning, especially the enhanced 
learning capacity of juvenile brains, 
and forms a foundation for under-
standing etiologies for a wide spectrum 
of neurodevelopmental disorders.

SaraH boTTJer of neurobIology and pSycHology and 
Her TeaM are THe fIrST To locaTe THe neural cIrcuIT In 
THe SongbIrd braIn THaT encodeS a repreSenTaTIon of 
learned vocal SoundS.

Although less than half the size of a walnut and weighing one 
gram, the brain of a songbird is fully capable of generating com-
plex learned behaviors. Songbirds are one of the few groups of 
animals other than humans that actually learn the sounds used 
for their vocal communication and for that reason are fascinating 
to study. 

In a process similar to speech acquisition in humans, vocal 
learning in songbirds requires a period of sensorimotor integration 
early in life during which vocalizations are evaluated via auditory 
feedback and progressively refined to achieve an accurate imita-
tion of a “tutor,” such as a parent. Specifically, auditory feed-
back of vocal babbling (hearing self-produced vocalizations) is 
compared to a neural memory of tutor sounds in order to correctly 
match vocal production to those sounds. 

A major question with regard to mechanisms of vocal learning is: 
What neural circuits carry out comparisons of auditory feedback 
to the neural representation of tutor vocal sounds?

Like a human infant, a juvenile songbird must first listen to and 
memorize the vocal sounds made by tutors (adult members of 
their own species). This auditory memory of vocal sounds is called 
a template, since it forms the pattern that must be translated 
from an auditory neural representation into a motor program 
that enables vocal muscles to imitate those sounds. Once this 
template memory has been learned, a juvenile songbird listens to 
its own auditory feedback, and then practices for about a month 
before gradually transforming unorganized “babbling” sounds 
into replicas of the tutor vocal sounds.   

Hearing an adult tutor produce vocal sounds during a specific 
period of development is critical. 

“Without that you’ll strike out,” Bottjer said. “For songbirds 
and humans, the first base of learning is having the right auditory 
experience in order to memorize vocal sounds.” 

Despite this fact, discovering the neural locus of the auditory 
template memory in the brain has been an elusive goal.

In a recent breakthrough, Bottjer’s laboratory has located the 
neural signature of memorized tutor sounds in the songbird brain 
by studying the lateral magnocellular nucleus of the anterior 
neostriatum (LMAN) — a region in the cortex of the songbird brain 
crucial for learning. To their surprise, the LMAN region turned 
out to contain two subregions, a core of larger neurons that drive 
vocal production, and a surrounding shell of smaller neurons. 
The core and shell regions of LMAN give rise to parallel circuits 
through the basal ganglia and back to the cortex — an  architec-
ture that is well suited for comparing feedback of current vocal 
production to the template memory of tutor sounds. 

jennifer Achiro, a neuroscience doctoral student in Bottjer’s lab-
oratory, wondered if the function of the shell region of LMAN might 
be to carry out this comparator function. She and Bottjer hypoth-
esized that the parallel circuit made by the shell region somehow 
compared auditory feedback of current vocal behavior to the 
template memory in order to achieve an accurate imitation. If so, 
then the shell circuit of LMAN should contain neural representa-
tions of both current vocal behavior (babbling) and the target 

A Little Bird Told Me

“Humans and song-
birds are both matching 
their own early vocal-
izations to the neural 
representation of vocal
auditory memory. This 
encoding and integra-
tion process is very 
likely to be disrupted in 
people with disordered 
speech and we can 
begin to understand 
this by studying the 
songbird brain.”
SaraH boTTJer, professor of 
neurobiology and psychology, 
and co-director of USC Dornsife’s 
Undergraduate Neuroscience 
Program
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The nanoparticles in the experiment were minuscule — 
roughly one-thousandth the width of a human hair, much 
too small to be trapped by car filtration systems. The mice 
were exposed for 150 hours over 10 weeks, in three sessions 
per week lasting at least five hours each. 

In contrast, frequent commuters are exposed to smoggy free-
way air over a longer period than the mice were in the study. 

How can urban dwellers and drivers be protected from 
this type of toxicity?

“That’s a huge unknown,” Finch said.
Electric cars would not solve the problem on their own, 

Finch said. They do sharply decrease the local concentration 
of nanoparticles, but currently electrical generation depends 
upon other combustion processes — coal — that in a larger 
environment contribute nanoparticles anyway.

“Reducing the amount of nanoparticles around the world 
is a long-term global project,” Finch said. “Whether we clean 
up our cars, we still have to clean up our power generation.”

Finch’s book, The Biology of Human Longevity: Inflamma-
tion, Nutrition and Aging in the Evolution of Life Spans (Elsevier 
Inc., 2007), addresses chronic inflammation as a major cause 
of several fatal degenerative diseases, including Alzheimer’s. 

Typically, inflammation — redness and swelling — is part 
of a healthy immune response, a surge of cells and chemicals 
that heal injury and fight infection. But the process also 
has a silent, dangerous side. Chronic inflammation occurs 
throughout the body when something activates the immune 
system and disengages the shut-off button. 

Inflammation can be sparked by repeated or prolonged 
infections, smoking, gum disease or obesity — fat cells churn 
out inflammatory proteins called cytokines. The end result is 
the same: An endless stream of immune cells interferes with 
the body’s healthy tissues, triggering genetic mutations that 
can lead to cancer, the bursting of plaque in an artery wall 
or Alzheimer’s.

“We’re trying to find out what aspects of inflammation 
during Alzheimer’s are therapeutic targets,” Finch said. 
“There are some aspects of inflammation in the brain that 
are beneficial because it removes toxic proteins; other aspects 
cause further damage to neurons.”

Those processes can coexist, he added. 
“I’m not running a drug development lab, but we’re trying 

to figure out therapeutic approaches. In the field generally, 
we’re trying to identify which processes of inflammation and 
Alzheimer’s disease are amenable to particular drugs.”

In combating Alzheimer’s, scientists are trying to remove 
the amyloid protein, one of the sources of the toxic process. 

“We as a field are trying to develop immunotherapy; making 
antibodies that get into the brain and remove the amyloid — 
the bad stuff,” Finch said.

eMpTy SToMacH, full MInd?
One of Finch’s former postdoctoral researchers is Valter 
Longo, now professor of biological sciences in USC Dornsife 
and gerontology at the USC Davis School of Gerontology. 
Longo, Edna Jones Chair of Biogerontology, studies the 
mechanisms of aging in organisms from yeast to humans.

Working with Ecuadorian endocrinologist Jaime Guevara-

Aguirre, in collaboration with the Keck School of Medicine 
of USC and other partners, Longo conducted a 22-year 
study published in Science Translational Medicine in 2011 
suggesting that a growth-stunting mutation may thwart 
cancer and diabetes.

The group is studying Ecuadorians with Laron-type 
dwarfism, a deficiency in a gene preventing the body from 
using growth hormones. The study team followed about 
100 such individuals and 1,600 relatives of normal stature. 
Researchers found that none of the community members 
with the gene mutation developed diabetes — though they 
had a high rate of obesity — and only one developed cancer, 
albeit a nonlethal form.

Now, the team is testing the hypothesis that the gene muta-
tion leading to dwarfism may protect against dementia and 
Alzheimer’s. Longo’s laboratory is involved in clinical studies 
to determine whether people with Laron syndrome are pro-
tected from age-dependent cognitive decline. The Longo 
laboratory hopes to eventually use growth hormone-blocking 
drugs such as pegvisomant to prevent age-related diseases. 

Artificial hormone blocking, however, is not the only 
way to halt the hormone receptor in humans. Restriction of 
calories or of specific components in food such as proteins 
appears to have the same effect.

Longo’s team is assessing the effect of dietary restriction 
in humans and other primates. A recent study by Longo’s 
group showed that fasting induces rapid changes in growth 
factors similar to those caused by the Laron mutation. 

But fasting or restricting particular nutrients for long pe-
riods can lead to dangerous conditions, including anorexia 
and reduced blood pressure. Also, people with rare genetic 
mutations can suffer life-threatening effects from even short 
periods of fasting. Longo emphasized that additional studies 
are needed and that any changes in diet must be approved 
and monitored by a physician.

However, short periods, say four days per month, may be 
beneficial, Longo said.

“In terms of endangering somebody, it’s very unlikely that 
could happen after four days of fasting,” said Longo, referring 
to people in excellent health. “All evidence so far indicates it’s 
healthy, but we’re doing a tremendous amount of work to make 
sure that it is. But it takes time. Whereas with cancer we’ve 
done an abundance of work already, with Alzheimer’s we’re 
just getting started.” 

vocal babblIng
The juvenile songbird (far left) 
must hear its own self-pro-
duced vocalizations (called 
vocal babbling) and compare 
that to a neural memory of 
tutor sounds in order to cor-
rectly match vocal production 
of those sounds.

“there are SoMe aSpectS oF  
inFlaMMation in the       that  
are beneFicial becauSe it reMoveS  
toxic proteinS; other aSpectS cauSe 
Further daMaGe to neuronS.”
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For Macarena Gómez-Barris, memories weave a complex chronicle of culture and power in  
South America. 

By Michelle Salzman

“What’s so interesting about memory is that it tells us a 
lot about the present and its zeitgeist,” she said. “Memory 
is about politics, the mediations of the past; it’s a terrain 
of struggle. It paradoxically operates in a time frame that 
reflects upon the past to build the future.” 

What began as the subject of her doctoral dissertation 
— Gómez-Barris earned her Ph.D. in sociology from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz in 2004 — developed 
into Where Memory Dwells.

“Looking at memory helped me analyze many different 
aspects of state violence,” she said. “It was important to 
think about how young people remembered and dealt with, 
or did not have access to, what happened during the Pinochet 
era. The recent movements in Chile over the privatization 
of education and debt are intimately connected to Pino-
chet’s neoliberal turn.”

The book is an intimate and multifaceted study of memory 
forms that reconstruct the past, which Gómez-Barris terms 
“memory symbolics.” Her analysis includes detailed discus-
sions of Villa Grimaldi, paintings by Guillermo Núñez, a 
prisoner at the torture camp, and truth commission reports 
produced by the state 20 to 30 years after the Pinochet 
regime’s crimes. 

Gómez-Barris juxtaposes these memory symbolics against 
one another: the construction of memory through state-led 
initiatives versus alternative forms of memory reconstructed 
through visual art, documentary film and other media. These 
accounts provide different interpretations of the same set of 
events to produce a complex memory kaleidoscope of state 
terror and its aftermath.

At Villa Grimaldi in Santiago, Chile, the majority of build-
ings that stood on the grounds between 1974 and 1977 
have been demolished. There are no known photographs 
or historical registers that capture what transpired during 
that period.

Throughout those four years Villa Grimaldi functioned 
as a secret prison. Horrific acts of torture and violence were 
perpetrated under the leadership of dictator Gen. Augusto 
Pinochet. 

In 1973, Pinochet staged a coup overthrowing the demo-
cratically elected, socialist government of President Salvador 
Allende in Chile. Villa Grimaldi was one of a number of 
facilities where Allende sympathizers and members of the un-
armed Revolutionary Left Movement (MIR) were imprisoned. 

According to testimony, about 4,500 prisoners were de-
tained at Villa Grimaldi; 229 were executed or disappeared. 
In all, Pinochet’s regime was responsible for the execution, 
torture or disappearance of an estimated 40,000 people in 
Chile during that time. 

Following Pinochet’s rise to power, every effort was 
made to hide or erase evidence of the human rights abuses 
that proliferated, including dismantling Villa Grimaldi. 
For a time, many Chileans let the memories of the period 
fade. But traces persisted.

Macarena Gómez-Barris, associate professor of sociology 
and American studies and ethnicity in USC Dornsife, 
analyzed those remnants in her first book, Where Memory 
Dwells: Culture and State Violence in Chile (University of 
California Press, 2009), which looks at memories as a 
mechanism for interpreting the past.

See no evIl
Every effort was made to 
hide or erase the human 
rights violations that 
proliferated in Chile under 
the regime of Gen. Augusto 
Pinochet, but traces 
persist. Here the damaged 
glasses worn by Chile’s late 
President Salvador Allende 
when he died are exhibited 
at the Museo Histórico 
Nacional in Santiago, Chile. 
Allende was overthrown in 
a military coup that was led 
by Pinochet and marked the 
dictator’s rise to power.

p h o t o  b y  r o b e r t o  c a n d i a  a n d  c o u r t e S y  o F  a S S o c i a t e d  p r e S S
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Gómez-Barris considers the hunger strikers’ starving 
bodies — a result of resistance against colonial subjugation 
by the modern nation-state — a form of bodily memory. 

“We often discuss memory as if it’s lodged somewhere, 
waiting to be uncovered, a premise of psychoanalysis,” she 
said. “Or memory is discussed as an empirical fact that 
can be unearthed and has a material trace. For me, part of 
the feminist decolonial project is to suggest that memories 
dwell in the archive of the body, and so in newer work I 
feature various female figures in South America whose 
scholarship and activism resoundingly makes this point.” 

In the past few years, Gómez-Barris has seen a shift in 
the way Chileans are dealing with the violence of their past, 
even if forms of racialized violence are not yet well understood. 

Memories that were neglected, buried or forgotten have 
now become the centerpiece of tourist excursions. Travel 
operators now run tours to the national cemetery where there 
is a mass grave turned historical monument and memorial 
where Pinochet’s regime buried the bodies of their victims. 
In Santiago, Chile, the Museum of Memory and Human 
Rights, dedicated in 2010, chronicles the history and human 
rights abuses of that era with exhibits and memorials. 

And Villa Grimaldi, once a locus of terror, is now a 
memorial and cultural center, a place to remember those 
who perished during that dark period. 

In Where Memory Dwells, artist Guillermo Núñez recounted 
that a student attending one of his exhibits noted that his 
paintings express both the victim and the perpetrator. 

“What force is there in the border between what is seen 
and what is not seen?” the student asked Núñez.

Núñez replied that in 1974, his eyes were blindfolded 
day and night at Villa Grimaldi.

“I realized that I began to retreat into the world of 
imagination behind my eyes,” Núñez told the student. “No 
one has painted this world from where the spectator can 
imagine the situation.”

Take his painting called “Qué hay en el fondo de tus ojos?” 
(“What is there in the depths of your eyes?”). It depicts 
a dark-haired, bearded male whose eyes are obscured by 
a blindfold colored with red dashes of paint. This motif, 
which recurs throughout Núñez’s work, is an analogue of 
the cover that veiled his eyes throughout his time as a cap-
tive at Villa Grimaldi.

“His abstract, haunting paintings construct a bridge from 
the interior to the exterior,” Gómez-Barris writes.

And now Núñez’s memories, along with those of so 
many others, have made that transition to the exterior. 
In museums, memorials and in Gómez-Barris’ research 
and writing, they are chronicled for the world to observe, 
experience, remember. 

“Memory symbolics can be mobilized to selectively 
manage history in ways that reproduce state hegemony, 
reinscribing national identity in the fragility after collective 
violence,” Gómez-Barris writes. “Alternative memory sym-
bolics, however, can challenge and cast doubt on these 
limited renditions by suggesting that memory-making is 
complex, fluid, unending and incomplete; it can construct, 
rather than merely flatten, human agency.” A memory sym-
bolic is mercurial as it continues to unfold and change, 
Gómez-Barris noted.

There is a personal element to her work. She was a child 
when her family fled Chile, first to Los Angeles then to 
Northern California, to escape Pinochet’s brutal regime. 
Through her research, she has explored the connection 
between memory and exile. In 2003, as part of the 9/11 
Collective — a group of nine daughters and sons of Chil-
ean exiles — she helped create another memory symbolic. 
Like the 2001 terrorist attacks in the United States, the 
military coup marking Pinochet’s rise to power took place 
on a Sept. 11.

In the exhibit “Two 9/11s in One Lifetime: A Project 
and Exhibit on the Politics of Memory,” Gómez-Barris 
participated as an artist-performer and ethnographer. 
Showing in San Francisco, Calif., the exhibit connected 
the military attack in Chile with the 2001 attacks in the 
United States, with artwork, readings, a lecture and a per-
formance. It concluded with members of the collective 
and their audience sharing names of those affected by the 
turmoil in Chile and other countries, such as Guatemala 
and El Salvador. Many also commemorated victims of the 
World Trade Center attacks.

“This participatory performance, where dozens of audi-
ence members gave public witness, made it possible to link 
the personal and collective levels of terror dislocation and 
its resistance,” Gómez-Barris writes. “The social identities 
of different generations of exiles produced by political vio-
lence activated relevant and meaningful cultural memory 
with other social groups.” 

Gómez-Barris said participating in these kinds of activist 
experiences gives her deeper insight into her research, though 
it’s not without its challenges. 

“I think there should be more cultural intellectual projects 
that allow one to play multiple roles as curators, organizers, 
ethnographers and witnesses,” she said. “Those can be very 
complicated spaces to negotiate but they are also fruitful 
spaces. For me, it’s really about an integrated approach and 
understanding of the material that I’m studying.”

For her next book, Gómez-Barris has widened her research 
focus from Chile to the larger region of South America.

“Memory has classically been tied to the nation-state. 
What I’m now interested in is regionality and the forms of 
cultural memory that have a longer arc.”

Her recent scholarship looks at issues of autonomy, the 
state and the emergence of new subjects in South America. 
One theme is the resurgence of indigenous agency and 
forms of autonomy. For instance, she describes the hunger 
strikes carried out by members of the Mapuche nation, 
whose territory spans Argentina and Chile. The protests are 
an effort by native peoples to reclaim their ancestral rights 
to the land where profitable forests have been planted by 
the government and corporate entities on stolen land. In the 
face of Mapuche resistance, the government and business 
sectors have retaliated by calling the indigenous peoples 
domestic terrorists. 

culTural MeMory
Macarena Gómez-Barris 
studies representations of 
politics and culture in the 
wake of Chile’s dictatorship 
through the lens of memories. 
In a forthcoming book, she will 
examine cultural memory as it 
relates to indigenous groups in 
South America.

“Memory has classically been  
tied to the nation-state. What I’m 
now interested in is regionality 
the forms of cultural memory that  
have a longer arc.”
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Packed neatly in brown paper and carefully tied with string, 
hundreds of bundles of music sat forgotten on the shelves 
of a linen closet in the Los Angeles home of Judith Anne 
Still’s mother.

One spring day in 1980, Judith Anne discovered them.
“I felt a wave of grief wash over me,” she said. “My father 

had died two years earlier and now it was as if his music — 
his entire reason for living — had died with him. 

“My father’s work was forgotten and nobody cared about 
it anymore. It was like a second death.” 

William Grant Still had been considered “the dean of 
African American classical composers.” 

“What a tragedy, nobody is standing up for this man,” 
Judith Anne thought as she studied the rows and rows of 
bundles. Then and there, she resolved to devote her own life 
to rescuing her father’s memory from obscurity. 

“I had to do it,” she said. “There was no one else.” 
Born in Woodville, Miss., in 1895, William Grant Still 

blazed a trail through the American musical landscape for 
half a century, composing more than 150 classical works, 
including symphonies, ballets and operas. 

His distinguished career included stints as the recording 
director of the first African American owned record label, 
Black Swan, and as an arranger of film and popular music. 
A recipient of two Guggenheim fellowships, he chalked up 
an impressive series of firsts. 

In 1931, his Afro-American Symphony was the first symphony 
composed by an African American to be played for an Ameri-
can audience by a major symphony orchestra. His work leading 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic at the Hollywood Bowl in 
1936 marked the first time an African American conducted 
a major orchestra. In 1949, Still became the first African 
American to have an opera staged by a leading company 
when the New York City Opera performed Troubled Island, 
his opera featuring a libretto by Harlem Renaissance poet 
and writer Langston Hughes. He was also the first black 

composer to have an opera screened on national American 
television. In 1955, when he led The New Orleans Philhar-
monic, he was the first African American to conduct a major 
orchestra in the Deep South. 

But despite his outstanding talent and prodigious output, 
Still struggled with financial hardship for most of his career. 
This was compounded latterly by a noticeable decline in attention 
to his music following the production of Troubled Island, which 
he and his family attributed to racial discrimination.

Still was a man of faith. His greatest desire was that his 
music serve to create racial harmony. 

“My father had so much hope during the great success 
of the Afro-American Symphony that his music would really 
make a difference and bring people together,” Judith Anne 
said. “But after Troubled Island everything seemed to go in 
the other direction.” 

“He believed in the rectitude of the creative impulse. So 
although very disappointed that he wasn’t going to see it in 
his lifetime, he believed that one day his music would foster 
racial harmony.”

Following a series of heart attacks and strokes, William 
Grant Still died in 1978 at age 83, in his adopted city of 
Los Angeles, largely forgotten and deeply saddened that 
he had failed to achieve this mission during his lifetime. 
At the time of his death, interest in his work had dwindled 
to such a degree that not a single viable recording of his 
compositions existed and only a handful of performances of 
his music, including radio broadcasts, were being given on 
average each year. 

Determined to resurrect her father’s legacy, in 1980 Judith 
Anne founded William Grant Still Music, now based in 
Flagstaff, Ariz., where she now lives.

“This is going to be easy,” Judith Anne thought at the start. 
“But I’d write to conductors and they wouldn’t answer, or I’d 
write to record companies and they’d tell me black classical 
music doesn’t sell.”

judith Anne Still ’64 has devoted herself to rescuing her composer father’s  
forgotten legacy.  
 
By Susan Bell

foSTerIng HarMony
William Grant Still, his wife, 
Verna Arvey, their two children, 
judith Anne and Duncan, and 
the family’s beloved dog Shep, 
gather around the radio at their 
home on Cimarron Street near 
USC to listen to a broadcast of 
the composer’s music on Sept. 
14, 1944.

p h o t o S  c o u r t e S y  o F  j u d i t h  a n n e  S t i l l
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Judith Anne realized that to have any success rekindling her 
father’s memory in the face of such widespread indifference, 
she would have to do everything herself. She used an old air 
check radio recording of Lenox Avenue, her father’s ballet set in 
Harlem, to create an LP. She then persuaded the North Ar-
kansas Symphony Orchestra to record the first performance 
of her father’s Third Symphony. She was also instrumental in 
getting her mother’s biography of her father, In One Lifetime 
(The University of Arkansas Press, 1984), published. 

She wrote to music professors across the country to market 
these products. 

“They were successful, so we took that money and then mort-
gaged everything: the house, the furniture.” She paused before 
humorously adding for emphasis, “the pets — even the goldfish.”

“With the money, we made more books and recordings, 
and sent out records and CDs to radio stations.” 

From these humble beginnings, Judith Anne’s determina-
tion to revive her father’s music has grown into a flourishing 
business that has brought many of his greatest works to new 
generations of music lovers. William Grant Still’s work is 
now performed or broadcast on the radio more than 40,000 
times a year. Numerous recordings of his compositions and 
a wide selection of books and articles that tell his inspiring 
life story — many written or edited by Judith Anne — are 
readily available online and in libraries. Recently, she had 
built a new climate controlled building to safely house her 
father’s vast archive.

Born in 1942, Judith Anne grew up a few blocks from 
USC in the family’s modest Spanish-style stucco home on 
Cimarron Street, in what at the time was a segregated neigh-
borhood. Her mother, Verna Arvey, Still’s second wife, was 
of Russian-Jewish descent and a successful music journalist, 
librettist and concert pianist. Circumventing California laws 
banning interracial marriage, they wed in Mexico.

Judith Anne’s childhood memories are happy ones. Her 
parents did not have much money, but they enjoyed a wealth 
of warmth and love, and a wide circle of friends, many of 
them well-known artists who frequently visited their home. 

However, while her parents could relax with their trusted 
friends, she remembers they erected a 5-foot-high chain link 
fence around the house for protection. Racism during that 
period was rife, even in supposedly liberal Los Angeles, and 
interracial couples were targets. Despite these concerns, her 
parents created a secure and nurturing environment for her 
and her brother Duncan, and the house on Cimarron Street 
was filled with laughter and music.

“The sounds of slowly evolving chords and harmonies 
coming from the workroom piano were as familiar to us as 
the smells of the evening honeysuckle or of the sheets fresh 
from the clothesline,” Judith Anne wrote in her collection of 
essays about her father, A Voice High-Sounding (The Master-
Player Library, 1990).

Her father was also a talented carpenter who made furniture 

for their home and intricate jigsaw puzzles and toys for his chil-
dren. He was an enthusiastic gardener whose “victory garden” 
during World War II produced an abundance of vegetables, 
which he shared with friends and neighbors. 

“My father was a wonderful mixture of Gandhi, Einstein 
and your kindergarten teacher,” Judith Anne said affection-
ately. “He was a sweetie, very spiritual in nature and not at 
all an egotistical person.”

He enjoyed sharing his love of music with his children, 
creating homemade kazoos out of combs and tissue paper to 
amuse them. However, painful memories of his own mother’s 
insistence that he study medicine rather than music — which 
she believed was not a respectable career for an educated 
person of color — impelled him to never force his children 
to play an instrument.

Thus, when Judith Anne’s mother pushed her to learn the 
piano, the celebrated composer intervened, saying, “Leave 
her alone, she’s going to be a writer.” 

And she did, winning several awards for her writing, in-
cluding an Independent Publisher Book Award in 2008. Still 
won a full scholarship offered by USC to academically gifted 
students of color and majored in English in USC Dornsife. 

“USC was thinking out of the box in offering these wonder-
ful opportunities,” she said, referring to some of the nation’s 
first minority programs.

The Still family already had close connections with USC. 
Still had given talks at the university, where he had many 
friends. Students and faculty were familiar with his music from 
the concerts he gave at nearby Exposition Park.

While attending USC Dornsife, Judith Anne was active in 
honor societies Phi Kappa Phi and Phi Beta Kappa. She also 
fondly remembers evenings spent playing the card game bid 
whist and reciting poetry with friends at the Trojan Grill, 
then a popular eatery in the basement of the student union.

Judith Anne met her future husband, Larry Allyn Headlee 
’65 at USC, while he was studying for his master’s in marine 
geology in USC Dornsife. The couple married in 1962 and 
had four children, the second of whom, Lisa, was born seven 
days after Judith Anne graduated magna cum laude. 

Although her years at USC coincided with a period of major 
political upheaval, including the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy, Judith Anne’s devotion to her children and 
her studies kept her preoccupied. Despite the demands of her 
growing family, she continued her studies and graduated from 
Cal State Fullerton with a master’s degree in English in 1968.

After graduating, her husband worked on a mini-sub-
marine for a private company, General Oceanographics. 
In 1969, Headlee’s mini-submarine rescued crewmembers 
of another mini-submarine trapped on the ocean floor at a 
depth of 432 feet. Judith Anne’s marriage was tragically cut 
short when Headlee drowned saving a fellow crewmember 
while attempting to raise a sunken pleasure cruiser off the 
coast of Catalina Island on Sept. 21, 1970. 

“USC helped us through in the lean years after my hus-
band died,” she said. “The USC Symphony played my father’s 
piece Rhapsody, dedicated to the memory of my husband, and 
my whole family attended.”

Both she and her father maintained lifelong ties with 
USC, which never forgot William Grant Still’s outstanding 
contribution to classical music. The university awarded him 
an honorary doctorate in 1975. The composer’s final public 
appearance before his death was at a USC-hosted tribute 
dinner to commemorate his 80th birthday. Then-Los 
Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley was among the many guests 

devoTed daugHTer
judith Anne Still with her 
father, William Grant Still,  
a few years before his death 
in 1978.

“My   ather was a wonderful 
 mixture of Gandhi, Einstein 

and your kindergarten teacher.”     
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and the eminent composer and conductor Howard Hanson 
flew out from New York to lead the tributes. 

When Still died three years later and his family struggled 
to pay the funeral expenses, USC stepped in and organized 
a memorial concert.

USC has played a continuing role in her family’s life, 
Judith Anne said. 

“Sometimes it seems as if everything radiates from there,” 
she said. “A couple of years ago USC had a concert of my 
father’s work and our old neighbors from Cimarron Street 
came to hear it.”

Five generations of the Still family have forged and per-
petuated the legacy of William Grant. The composer ac-
quired his deep love of music from his grandmother, Anne 
Fambro, a former slave who taught him the great African 
American spirituals, then called Negro spirituals, and from 
his stepfather, Charles Shepperson, who brought home a 
Victrola gramophone and introduced him to the operas of 
Verdi and Puccini. His father, William Grant Still Sr., who 

died when the younger Still was a baby, routinely traveled 
75 miles from Woodville, Miss., to Baton Rouge, La., to 
learn the coronet and later started a uniformed band in 
Woodville. His mother, Carrie Still Shepperson, an Eng-
lish teacher, pianist, choral director and strict disciplinar-
ian, was the dominant force in his early life, giving him the 
determination to succeed against all odds. 

Now his daughter’s devotion to his memory has ensured 
that his musical legacy will not be forgotten. Judith Anne’s 
daughter, Lisa Headlee, who is working on a book of pho-
tographs of her grandfather, is poised to receive the baton 
from her mother and carry it forward.

“My father’s motto was ‘We all rise together or we don’t 
rise at all,’ ” Still said. “My cherished hope is that my father’s 
story will one day be brought to an even wider audience 
through a feature film. 

“I want to accomplish my father’s longed-for dream of 
using his music to bring racial harmony and understanding 
to our country.” 

MaeSTro
William Grant Still conducting 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
at the Hollywood Bowl in a 
piece titled Old California that 
he wrote for the city of Los 
Angeles’ Birthday Concert on 
Sept. 8, 1965.
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Whether it’s standing in for a 
Seattle library in Gore Verbin-
ski’s 2002 thriller, The Ring, 
providing shelter against bad 
guys on the ’70s television 
show Charlie’s Angels, or 
serving as an elegant backdrop 
during recent photoshoots 
for retailers H&M and Oliver 
Peoples Eyewear, the Seeley 
Wintersmith Mudd Hall of 
Philosophy remains one of the 
most recognizable buildings
on USC’s University Park 
campus. 
 More than merely an 
aesthetically pleasing edifice 
with a 146-foot carillon tower 
and cloistered patio, Mudd 

Hall — described by the Los 
Angeles Times as a “temple 
of contemplative study” — 
has housed USC Dornsife’s 
School of Philosophy since its 
completion in 1929. 
 As Ralph Tyler Flewelling, 
the school’s first director, 
wrote shortly before the 
building’s dedication in 1930, 
“Its purpose is not to function 
as a mere classroom struc-
ture, but as a thing of beauty 
which shall symbolize the 
importance of philosophical 
thought in the pursuit of cul-
ture and in the world order.”
 Modeled after a Tuscan 
monastery, Mudd Hall is 

where countless Trojan 
scholars have gathered to 
debate issues of ethics, logic, 
science, art, politics, and the 
social and political philosophy 
of language. Upon construc-
tion, a number of items were 
sealed in the hall’s corner-
stone, including a copy of the 
university catalogue, issues of 
the Daily Trojan and the Los 
Angeles Times, and a copy of 
the university’s philosophical 
quarterly, the Personalist. 
 Built for $285,000 under 
the watchful eye of USC’s fifth 
president, Rufus B. von Klein-
Smid, Mudd Hall was named in 
memory of copper baron and 

philanthropist Seeley Winter-
smith Mudd.
 The Mudd family is now 
synonymous with the support 
of higher education and their 
name appears at more than a 
dozen elite universities across 
the country. —D.K.

(above): The Seeley Wintersmith 
Mudd Hall of Philosophy has 
been home to the School of Phi-
losophy for more than 80 years. 
(right): Descendants of Seeley 
Wintersmith Mudd donated a 
portrait of their celebrated an-
cestor in 2012. It now hangs in 
the hall ’s Hoose Library. From 
left to right: Joshua Dragge 

(great-great-grandson), 
Darian Dragge (great-grand-
daughter) and Wendel Bruss 
(great-granddaughter).

SEND YOUR MEMORIES TO  
USC Dornsife Magazine,  
Citigroup Center 8206, 41st Floor,  
Los Angeles, CA 90089-8206 or  
magazine@dornsife.usc.edu
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faculty news

franK alber, associate pro-
fessor of biological sciences, 
has been named a Beckman 
Young Investigator by the Arnold 
and Mabel Beckman Foundation.

don arnold, associate pro-
fessor of biological sciences, 
received the McKnight Award 
for Technological Innovations in 
Neuroscience.
 
JoHn bowlT, professor 
of Slavic languages and 
literatures and director of the 
Institute of Modern Russian 
Culture, received a grant from 
the Albert and Elaine Borchard 
Foundation for his work on the 
artists of the Russian Silver Age. 

rIcHard bruTcHey, assis-
tant professor of chemistry, 
was featured in Dalton Transac-
tions, “New Talent: Americas.”

Manuel caSTellS, Univer-
sity Professor, Wallis Annen-
berg Chair in Communication 
Technology and Society, and 
professor of communica-
tion, sociology, planning, and 
international relations, was 
awarded Norway’s 2012 Holberg 
International Memorial Prize.

KelvIn J. a. davIeS, james 
E. Birren Chair in Gerontology 
and professor of gerontology 
and biological sciences, was 
named a chevalier, or knight, in 
the Ordre National de Mérite by the 
French Ministry of Education.

dIon dIcKMan, assistant 
professor of biological sci-
ences, received a 2012 New 
Scholar Award in Aging from the 
Ellison Medical Foundation.

SuSan frIedlander, pro-
fessor of mathematics and di-
rector of the Center for Applied  
Mathematical Sciences, was 
elected a fellow of the Society for 
Industrial and Applied Mathematics.

cHrISTIan groSe, associate 
professor of political science, 
received the American Political 
Science Association’s award for 
the Best Book on Race, Ethnicity 
and Representation for his book 
Congress in Black and White: Race 
and Representation in Washington 
and at Home (Cambridge, 2011).

roberT guralnIcK, profes-
sor of mathematics, has been 
invited to give a plenary address at 
the Joint Mathematical Meetings 
in January 2013.

SHerMan JacKSon, King 
Faisal Chair in Islamic Thought 
and Culture, and professor of 
religion and American stud-
ies and ethnicity, was named 
for the second time among the 
world’s 500 most influential 
Muslims by The Royal Islamic 
Strategic Studies Centre.

THoMaS Jordan, Univer-
sity Professor, W.M. Keck 
Foundation Chair in Geological 
Sciences, professor of earth 
sciences, and director of the 
Southern California Earth-
quake Center, received the 
American Geosciences Institute 
Award for Outstanding Contribu-
tion to Public Understanding of 
the Geosciences.

adaM levenTHal, assis-
tant professor of preventive 
medicine and psychology, has 
received the 2012 Young Psycho-
pharmacologist Award from the 
American Psychological Associa-
tion’s division of psychopharma-
cology and substance abuse.

nancy luTKeHauS, profes-
sor of anthropology, gender 
studies and political science, 
has been invited by the Frobenius-
Institut of Goethe University to 
give the 2013 Jensen Memorial 
Lectures.

cHarleS McKenna, vice 
dean for natural sciences and 
professor of chemistry, was 

invited as a plenary lecturer at 
the International Conference in 
Phosphorus Chemistry in Rot-
terdam, Netherlands.

MIcHael MeSSner, profes-
sor of sociology and gender 
studies, received the American 
Sociological Association’s 2011 
Jessie Bernard Award for his con-
tribution to feminist teaching.

SrI narayan, research 
professor of chemistry, was 
elected as a fellow of The Elec-
trochemical Society.

rHacel Salazar  
parreñaS, professor of 
sociology and gender studies, 
and chair of the sociology 
department, has been awarded 
the 2012 American Sociologi-
cal Association’s Distinguished 
Scholarly Book Award in the Area 
of Labor or Labor Movements for 
her book Illicit Flirtations: Labor, 
Migration and Sex Trafficking in 
Tokyo (Stanford, 2011). She also 
gave the keynote address at the 
50th Anniversary Ford Fellows 
Conference held in Irvine, Calif., 
in September.

elena pIerpaolI, professor 
of physics and astronomy, is 
part of a team that will be receiv-
ing a NASA Group Achievement 
Honor Award for its work on the 
Herschel & Planck Projects.

g. K. Surya praKaSH, 
George A. and judith A. Olah 
Nobel Laureate Chair in Hy-
drocarbon Chemistry, profes-
sor of chemistry, and director 
at the USC Loker Hydrocar-
bon Research Institute, was 
elected a fellow of the European 
Academy of Sciences.

MaTTHew praTT, assistant 
professor of biological sci-
ences and chemistry, has been 
named a 2012 Damon Runyon-
Rachleff Innovator.

Continued on page 54.

This Fall, the USC Dornsife community recognized 14 retiring  
faculty for their longtime, devoted service to the university — 
and offered them warm wishes for their exciting future endeavors.

elaIne anderSen, Professor Emerita of Psychology

ronald brucK Jr., Professor Emeritus of Mathematics

Tu-nan cHang, Professor Emeritus of Physics and Astronomy

THoMaS c. flood, Professor Emeritus of Chemistry and  
Environmental Studies

wayne glaSS, Professor Emeritus of the Practice of  
International Relations

nora HaMIlTon, Professor Emerita of Political Science

ron HocK, Professor of Religion 

MarK Kann, Professor Emeritus of Political Science and  
History and Associates Chair Emeritus in Social Science

H. edward ranSford, Professor of Sociology

peTer SHugarMan, Associate Professor of Biological Sciences

J. ann TIcKner, Professor Emerita of International Relations

zdeneK vorel, Professor of Mathematics

george wIlSon, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy

roberT wu, Research Professor Emeritus of Physics and Astronomy

do you Have fond MeMorIeS of a reTIrIng faculTy MeMber 
you would lIKe To SHare?  SEND YOUR REFLECTIONS TO:
  
USC Dornsife Magazine,  
Citigroup Center 8206, 41st Floor,  
Los Angeles, CA 90089-8206 or  
magazine@dornsife.usc.edu

Distinguished Service

D O R N S I F E  f a M I l y

H O N O R S
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How THe braIn goT  
language: The Mirror 
System Hypothesis Oxford 
University Press / Michael Arbib, 
University Professor, Fletcher Jones 
Chair in Computer Science, and 
professor of computer science, 
biological sciences and psychology, 
explains how the brain evolved to 
make language possible.

MarIlyn: The Passion and the 
Paradox Bloomsbury / Professor 
of History and Gender Studies Lois 
Banner provides new details about 
Marilyn Monroe’s childhood, mar-
riages, affairs and death.

vISIble eMpIre: Botanical 
Expeditions and Visual Culture 
in the Hispanic Enlightenment  
University Of Chicago Press /  
Daniela Bleichmar, associate pro-
fessor of art history and history, uses 
botanical illustrations to trace the 
scientific expeditions in the Hispanic 
Enlightenment and the visual evi-
dence in science and administration 
in the early modern Spanish empire.

Moral orIgInS: The  
Evolution of Virtue,  
Altruism, and Shame Basic 
Books / Christopher Boehm, 
professor of biological sciences 
and anthropology, explores the 
evolution of human generosity and 
cooperation and offers insight into 
humanity’s moral past and future.

San MIguel Penguin Publishing 
/ T.C. Boyle, Distinguished Profes-
sor of English, sets his novel on a 
desolate island off the California 
coast, where two families, one in 
the 1880s and one in the 1930s, 
start new lives and pursue dreams 
of self-reliance and freedom.

THe MarKeT and TeMple 
faIrS of rural cHIna: Red 
Fire Routledge / Eugene Cooper, 
professor of anthropology, exam-
ines how economic reform created 
both the geographic and meta-
phoric space for a revival of secular 
commodity exchange fairs. 

The Goddess of the Dawn
Poet David St. john reveals how even the darkest of the dark contains light.

In the poem, “The Aurora of the New Mind,” the narrator fluffs up the pillows then won’t 
let the reader get comfortable.

There had been rain throughout the province 
Cypress & umbrella pines in a palsy of swirling mists 
Bent against the onshore whipping winds
I had been so looking forward to your silence
What a pity it never arrived.

“I wanted something double-edged and biting,” said David St. John, professor of Eng-
lish, referring to the poem in his book The Auroras (HarperCollins, 2012). “I wanted to 
create tonal shifts and shift the ground slightly before the poem went on.”

Still I look a lot like Scott Fitzgerald tonight with my tall
Tumbler of meander & bourbon & mint just clacking my ice
To the noise of the streetcar ratcheting up some surprise
I had been so looking forward to your silence
& what a pity it never arrived.

“With the repetition, that last line, that refrain is slightly different,” St. John said. “The 
first time it’s meaner and more aggressive. The second time it’s sadder; the reader experi-
ences the line with a greater poignancy.”

Separated in three sections like a triptych, the book’s first part comprises poetry 
with songlike motifs and sur-
real imagery. The second sec-
tion contains shortly lined 
poems with taut language re-
calling the landscapes of St. 
John’s youth. The final section 
switches to longer, meditative, 
philosophical and even discur-
sive lines.

“I didn’t know if people 
would feel like these are three 
distinctly different parts,” St. 
John said. “But I’m relieved to 
know readers are experiencing 
the book as a whole.”

Light and dark hold equal 
value in the book. The title, The 
Auroras, recognizes the work of 
Wallace Stevens who wrote The 
Auroras of Autumn in 1950.

“Wallace Stevens has been 
one of the main influences on 
my poems from the beginning 
and I really wanted to acknowl-
edge that,” St. John said. “Also, 
I liked the idea of The Auroras 
suggesting not only the ephem-
erality, but also the kaleido-
scope — always in constant 
change.”  —P.J.J.

FA C U LT Y  C A N O N
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wHaT IS a booK? The Study of 
Early Printed Books University of 
Notre Dame Press / Joseph Dane, 
professor of English, provides an 
introduction to the study of books 
produced during the period of the 
hand press from 1450 to 1800.

aMerIcan conSTITuTIon-
alISM: Volume I: Structures 
of Government Oxford University 
Press / Howard Gillman, professor 
of political science, history, and 
law, and his co-authors present a 
historicized and developmental ac-
count that unveils the political and 
institutional roots of contemporary 
constitutional controversies.

gaga feMInISM: Sex, Gender 
and the End of Normal Beacon 
Press / Using Lady Gaga as a symbol 
for a new era, J. Jack Halberstam, 
professor of English, American 
studies and ethnicity, and gender 
studies, attempts to make sense 
of the tectonic cultural shifts that 
have transformed gender and sexual 
politics in the past few decades. 

SHadow of nIgHT
Viking Adult / In her second novel 
in the All Souls trilogy, Deborah 
Harkness, professor of history, 
crafts a gripping journey through 
a world of alchemy, time travel 
and magical discoveries.

acHIevIng nuclear  
aMbITIonS: Scientists,  
Politicians and Proliferation 
Cambridge University Press 
/ Jacques Hymans, associ-
ate professor of international 
relations, presents a new 
perspective that counters the 
widespread fears of a coming 
cascade of new nuclear powers.

SufISM for non-SufIS?: Ibn 
‘Ata’ Allah al-Sakandari’s Taj 
al-‘Arus Oxford University Press / 
In his translation and analysis of 
Taj al-‘Arus, Sherman Jackson, 
King Faisal Chair in Islamic Thought 
and Culture and professor of religion 
and American studies and ethnicity, 

demonstrates that violent, lax or 
rigid readings of Islamic texts are as 
much a result of readers’ spiritual 
states as of the substance of the 
Qur’an, Sunna and the teachings of 
Islam’s sages.

elSewHere, calIfornIa 
Counterpoint / In her debut novel, 
Dana Johnson, associate professor 
of English, illustrates the compli-
cated history of African Americans 
across L.A.’s neighborhoods.

TwIce TeSTed by fIre: A 
Memoir of Faith and Service 
Figueroa Press / Cecil “Chip” 
Murray, senior fellow of the USC 
Center for Religion and Civic Culture 
and John R. Tansey Chair of Chris-
tian Ethics in the School of Religion, 
chronicles the inspiration, as well as 
the challenges, that shaped a min-
istry widely credited with helping to 
heal a fractured L.A.

a people’S guIde To loS 
angeleS University of California 

Press / Laura Pulido, professor of 
American studies and ethnicity, 
and her co-authors document 115 
little-known sites in the City of 
Angels where struggles related to 
race, class, gender and sexuality 
have occurred.

beyond allIanceS: The 
jewish Role in Reshaping the 
Racial Landscape of Southern 
California Purdue University Press 
/ George Sanchez, professor of 
American studies and ethnicity and 
history, and vice dean for diversity 
and strategic initiatives, investigates 
the role that Jews played in reshap-
ing the racial landscape of Southern 
California in the 20th century.

STranger InTIMacy:  
Contesting Race, Sexuality, and 
the Law in the North American 
West University of California Press / 
Nayan Shah, professor of American 
studies and ethnicity, reveals the 
intersections between capitalism, 
the state’s treatment of immigrants, 
sexual citizenship, and racism in the 
first half of the 20th century.

planeT wITHouT apeS 
Harvard University Press / Craig 
Stanford, professor of biologi-
cal sciences and anthropology, 
warns that extinction of the great 
apes threatens to become a 
reality within just a few human 
generations and outlines how 
we can redirect the course of an 
otherwise bleak future.

barrIoS To burbS: The Mak-
ing of the Mexican American 
Middle Class Stanford University 
Press / Jody Agius Vallejo, as-
sistant professor of sociology, 
offers a new understanding of the 
Mexican-American experience.

vowel paTTernS In 
 language Cambridge  
University Press / Rachel Walker, 
associate professor of linguis-
tics, provides descriptions and 
analyses for vowel patterns in 
more than 25 languages from 
around the globe, with emphasis 
on Romance.

D O R N S I F E  f a M I l y
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carol preScoTT, profes-
sor of psychology, was elected 
president of the Behavior Genet-
ics Association.

laura pulIdo, professor 
of American studies and 
ethnicity, was awarded the 2012 
Presidential Achievement Award 
by the Association of American 
Geographers.

george SancHez, vice dean 
for diversity and strategic 
initiatives, professor of 
American studies and ethnic-
ity and history, and director 
of the Center for Diversity 
and Democracy, received the 
2012 Martin Ridge Award for 
Excellence in Historical Research 
and Writing from the Historical 
Society of Southern California.

vaneSSa ScHwarTz, pro-
fessor of history, was selected 
as a Getty Scholar at the Getty 
Research Institute in Fall 2012.

vIvIane SeyranIan of 
psychology was awarded a 2012 
Haynes Faculty Fellowship.

nayan SHaH, professor and 
chair of American studies and 
ethnicity, has been awarded the 
American Historical Association, 
Pacific Coast Branch’s Norris and 
Carol Hundley Award  for his book 
Stranger Intimacy: Contesting 
Race, Sexuality and Law in the 
North American West (University 
of California Press, 2012).

larry SwanSon, Univer-
sity Professor, Milo Don and 
Lucille Appleman Professor of 
Biological Sciences, and pro-
fessor of biological sciences, 
neurology and psychology, 
was named president-elect of 
the Society for Neuroscience.

alexander TarTaKovSKy, 
professor (research) of 
mathematics, received an 
Institute of Mathematical Sta-
tistics Fellowship.

veronIca TerrIQuez, as-
sistant professor of sociology, 
was awarded the 2012 American 
Sociological Association Distin-
guished Research – Best Article 
Award in the Area of Latino Sociol-
ogy for her article, “Schools for 
Democracy:  Labor Union Partici-
pation and the School-Based Civic 
Engagement of Latino Immigrant 
Parents” (American Sociological 
Review, 2011).

JoHn Tower, professor of 
biological sciences, was elect-
ed a fellow of the Gerontological 
Society of America.

Jody agIuS valleJo, as-
sistant professor of sociology, 
was chosen as one of 15 U.S. 
delegates for the 2012 Young 
Leaders Conference of the 
Council for the United States and 
Italy’s symposium on “The New 
Demographics.”

arIeH warSHel, Distin-
guished Professor of Chem-
istry and Biochemistry, has 
received the Soft Matter and Bio-
physical Chemistry Award from 
the Royal Society of Chemistry.

franK alber, associate pro-
fessor of biological sciences, 
MaTTHew dean, assistant 
professor of biological sci-
ences, and MegHan MIller, 
assistant professor of earth 
sciences, have received CAREER 
awards from the National Science 
Foundation. The prestigious 
Faculty Early Career Development 
(CAREER) Program supports 
junior faculty who exemplify the 
role of teacher-scholars through 
outstanding research, excellent 
education and the integration of 
education and research within 
the context of the mission of their 
organizations.

USC Dornsife welcomed 32 
new faculty members in the 
2012-13 academic year. Hailing 
from universities around the world, 
the scholars joined departments 

including American studies and 
ethnicity, art history, biological 
sciences, chemistry, economics, 
East Asian studies, English, history, 
international relations, mathemat-
ics, philosophy, political science, 
psychology, Slavic languages 
and literatures, Spanish and 
Portuguese, and sociology. With 
wide-ranging research interests, 
the group includes a MacArthur 
Genius Fellow, an Arabic language 
expert, several National Science 
Foundation grant recipients, and 
a historian specializing in Kabuki 
Theatre. Read more about USC 

Dornsife’s new faculty at  

dornsife.usc.edu/new- 

faculty-2012-13

alumni news

1940s
“T.” THebaud JefferS (M.A., 
English, ’40), a high school prin-
cipal and the first black mayor of 
Gastonia, NC, was remembered as 
part of the (Charlotte) Observer’s 
tribute to Black History Month.

1950s 
carl TerzIan (B.A., history, 
’57) chairman of Carl Terzian 
Associates, recently celebrated 
his 44 years in practice. His first 
public relations client was Norris 
Industries. Terzian helped launch 
the USC Norris Comprehensive 
Cancer Center.

1960s
vIcTorIa rISKIn (B.A., 
humanities, ’69; Ph.D., edu-
cation, ’86), a Santa Barbara 
human rights activist, has been 
honored by the California Legisla-
tive Women’s Caucus.

dennIS welcH (M.A., Eng-
lish, ’69; Ph.D., English, ’71), 
associate professor of English 
in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences at Virginia 
Tech, has been named associate 
professor emeritus.

Continued on page 56.

Welcome
New Trustee
Thomas j. Barrack jr. ’69 elected to USC Board  
of Trustees.

Thomas J. Barrack Jr. (B.A., 
sociology, ’69), founder, chair-
man and CEO of Los An-
geles-based Colony Capital 
LLC, one of the world’s largest 
private equity real estate firms, 
was elected to the USC Board 
of Trustees on June 6.

Barrack founded Colony 
Capital in 1991. As chair-
man, he has invested ap-
proximately $45 billion in as-
sets worldwide and oversees a 

global organization located in 13 cities and 10 countries.
“A true Trojan, Tom brings the unique perspective of 

an extraordinarily creative and successful entrepreneur to 
our board,” said USC President C. L. Max Nikias. “His 
spirit of adventure, leadership and wealth of experience in 
finance and real estate development will be invaluable.”

An L.A. native, Barrack played on the varsity rugby 
team while at USC. He received a bachelor’s degree in so-
ciology from USC Dornsife in 1969 and later attended the 
USC Gould School of Law and the University of San Di-
ego, where he earned his J.D. in 1972.

Barrack began his professional career at the firm of 
Herbert W. Kalmbach as President Richard Nixon’s per-
sonal lawyer. He entered real estate investment in 1976 as 
president of Dunn International Corporation, a builder of 
industrial and office parks. He served as deputy undersec-
retary of the U.S. Department of the Interior during the 
Reagan administration.

Following stints as president of Oxford Development 
Ventures Inc., and senior vice president of E. F. Hutton & 
Co. in New York, he became a principal with the Robert 
M. Bass Group.

Barrack is a current director of First Republic Bank, Ac-
cor SA, the Fairmont Hotel Group and Kerzner Interna-
tional Holdings Ltd.

In 2010, for his contributions to the French business 
and finance sector, then-French President Nicolas Sarkozy 
knighted Barrack as a Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur, the 
highest award bestowed by the French government on citi-
zens and foreigners.

An avid surfer and polo player, Barrack resides in L.A. 
and owns and operates with his children a vineyard and 
horse ranch in Santa Ynez, Calif. 

T R O J A N A L I T Y

Thomas J. Barrack Jr. began his real 
estate investment career as president 
of Dunn International Corp.

p
h

o
t

o
 c

o
u

r
t

e
S

y
 o

F
 u

S
c

 M
e

d
ia

 r
e

l
a

t
io

n
S



Fall 2012 / Winter 2013  55

D O R N S I F E  f a M I l y

p
h

o
t

o
S

 c
o

u
r

t
e

S
y

 o
F

 G
e

t
t

y
 a

n
d

 u
S

c
 a

t
h

l
e

t
ic

S

‘Home of Olympians’
USC Dornsife students and alumni add to Troy's Olympic glory, taking 10 medals at the 2012 London games.

This year, of the 41 Trojan athletes who participated in the 
Summer Olympic Games in London, 24 were either past, 
current or incoming USC Dornsife students. 

The first USC Dornsife Olympian to take home the gold 
— thereby assuring that USC’s 100-year record of having 
at least one gold medal in every Summer Olympic Games 
remained unbroken — was former Trojan All-American 
Clement Lefert (B.A., economics, ’11) who won as part of 
France’s 400-meter freestyle relay. Two days later, Lefert 
clinched a silver as part of France’s 800-meter freestyle relay.

Shortly after his second victory, Lefert gave his alma mater 
a shout-out from his Twitter account. “Gold and silver in the 
house for USC Athletics!” Lefert tweeted. “Thanks for the 
support. It’s amazing to be a Trojan.”

Felix Sanchez (B.A., psychology, ’01)  captured gold for 
the Dominican Republic in the men’s 400-meter interme-
diate hurdles. He previously took home the same medal — 
with the identical winning time of 47.63 seconds — at the 
2004 games in Athens.

“No one expected this,” said Sanchez, 35, who is the oldest 
man to win an Olympic race of 400 meters or fewer and who 
remains the USC record holder in the 400-meter intermediate 
hurdles. “Many people said I should retire but I stuck with 
it. They’ll all be celebrating now.” 

Like Lefert, Kami Craig (B.A., sociology, ’10) took home 
Olympic gold in a team sport: water polo. Craig and fellow 
Trojans Tumua Anae (B.A., USC Annenberg School for 
Communication and Journalism, ’10) and Lauren Wenger 
(B.S., USC Price School of Public Policy, ’10) took home 
the medal for the United States, besting — with a score of 

8-5 — the team from Spain, that included USC Dornsife 
freshman Anni Espar. Craig also competed for Team USA 
at the 2008 games in Beijing, where the squad won silver.

Minutes after the women’s water polo team’s victory, 
the U.S. women’s soccer team also took gold, with USC 
Dornsife alumna Amy Rodriguez (B.A., psychology, ’08) 
helping to ensure the team’s third successive Olympic tour-
nament victory. 

Also among the USC Dornsife scholars who captured 
medals at the London games were former Women of Troy 
greats Jennifer Kessy (B.A., history, ’98) and April Ross 
(B.A., international relations, ’03) who took silver for the 
U.S. in a match-up that pitted them against another American 
team; Josh Mance (B.A., sociology, ’15) who won a silver for 
the U.S. in the men’s 4 x 400 relay; and Nicole Davis (B.A., 
political science, ’03) who took silver for the U.S. volleyball 
team. Russian swimmer Vladimir Morozov (B.S., kinesi-
ology, ’14) faced off against Lefert in the 400-meter relay, 
taking home a bronze for his team’s efforts.

“Based on their performances and medals they won, this 
is the most successful class of USC Olympians ever,” said 
Pat Haden (B.A., English, ’75), holder of USC’s Charles 
Griffin Cale Director of Athletics’ Chair and director of 
athletics. “Considering our long Olympic heritage, that is 
a remarkable achievement. It is safe to say that USC is the 
‘Home of Olympians.’ ”

In its history, USC has sent more athletes to the Olympic 
Games than any other university. Since 1904, there have 
been 418 athletes who attended USC before, during or after 
their Olympic appearances.  —D.K.

U S C  D O R N S I F E  
C O N G R A T U L A T E S

leSlIe berger
USC Dornsife Board of Councilors
aSHley cooper ’04, ’06
USC Dornsife Office of Advancement,  
Director for Corporate and  
Foundation Relations

and USC Dornsife alumni 
and friends

ScoTT adISHIan ’75
JaneT bolIng ’74
randyn calvo ’05
carMel and dan gardner
rod HalIMI ’01
nancy HIllgren ’76
JennIfer ladwIg ’99
peTer MaeS ’08
Inger MIller ’95
rIcHard MInaToya ’89
leSlIe nelSon-creSSy ’82
 Jeff oKITa ’08
Mary green rooney ’77
cHeryl SMall
KIrK STewarT ’73
JaneT randol webb ’75
dapHne wu ’10

on receiving 2012 Widney Alumni 
House Awards.

USC Dornsife’s newly minted gold medalists, from left, include Felix 
Sanchez (men’s track and field), Kami Craig (women’s waterpolo), 
Clement Lefert (men’s swimming) and Amy Rodriguez (women’s soc-
cer). USC Dornsife students and alumni captured a total of 10 medals.
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1970s
craIg calHoun (B.A.,  
anthropology, ’72) began his 
post as director of the London 
School of Economics on Sept. 
1, 2012. Since 1999 he has served 
as president of the Social Science 
Research Council and holds the title 
of University Professor of the Social 
Sciences at New York University.

ana MarIe del rIo (B.A., 
international relations, ’76; 
MPA, public administration, 
’78), serves as Steadfast Com-
panies secretary and compliance 
officer and the chief operating 
officer. She is responsible for 
managing human resources, 
information technology and legal 
services departments as well as 
risk management and company-
wide communications.

geraldIne KnaTz (M.S., 
engineering, ’77; Ph.D., biol-
ogy, ’79), executive director for 
the Port of Los Angeles, has been 
appointed to the California Ocean 
Protection Council. She has also 
been named the 2012 recipient 
of the Blue Frontier Campaign’s 
Peter Benchley Ocean Award for 
Excellence in Solutions.

cHrISTopHer layne (B.A., 
international relations, ’72), 
professor and Robert M. Gates 
Chair in Intelligence and Na-
tional Security at the George Bush 
School of Government and Public 
Service at Texas A&M University, 
joins a select group of faculty 
members that hold the title of 
University Distinguished Profes-
sor. He is the author of two books 
and has contributed extensively 
to American foreign policy schol-
arly and policy journals.

leonard pITTS Jr. (B.A., 
English, ’77), The Miami Herald 
syndicated columnist who won 
the 2004 Pulitzer Prize for com-
mentary, presented a lecture 
during Syracuse University's 29th 
annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial Public Affairs Lecture.

clIff SKelTon (B.A., interna-
tional relations, ’78), has been 
named executive vice president 
and chief information officer 
of Fiserv, Inc., a leading global 
provider of financial services 
technology solutions.

SuSanne STIrlIng (M.A., 
international relations, ’76), 
vice president of international 
affairs for the California Chamber 
of Commerce, has been elected 
to University of the Pacific’s Board 
of Regents. 

1980s
franK barbera (B.A., eco-
nomics, ’86) joined Investment 
Advisor: Wright Fund Manage-
ment, LLC, and its affiliates as a 
senior executive in January 2011 
and began serving as a portfolio 
manager for the fund in Decem-
ber 2011. 

renee bauMgarTner (B.A., 
Spanish, ’87), Syracuse Univer-
sity deputy athletics director/chief 
of staff, was interviewed by The 
Post-Standard about the 40th an-
niversary of Title IX. She played golf 
for USC from 1983 to 1987. 

dale bonner (B.A., political 
science, social science and 
communications, ’87), former 
secretary of business, transpor-
tation and housing for the state 
of California, has joined Milken 
Institute as senior adviser.

SonIa brady (M.A., inter-
national relations, ’87) was 
appointed veteran career 
diplomat for the Philippines. 
She served as the Philippines’ 
ambassador to China from 
April 2006 to January 2010.

TIMoTHy l. founTaIn (B.A., 
political science, ’82), has been 
named to the Board of Direc-
tors of Rebuilding South Sudan 
Through Education, a nonprofit 
organization supporting a provin-
cial school, fresh water projects, 
maternal/fetal health outreach 

and microbusiness efforts in the 
world's newest nation.

Howard gaunT (B.A., politi-
cal science and international 
relations, ’84), head of the 
Corporate and Business Banking 
Group at Abu Dhabi Commercial 
Bank, was interviewed by Banker 
Middle East about the evolu-
tion in the United Arab Emirates 
corporate banking sector and the 
challenges ahead.

oMar Kader (Ph.D., inter-
national relations, ’81) has 
been selected as Utah Valley 
University’s 2012 recipient of the 
Kirk Englehardt Excellence in 
Business Ethics Award. He was 
recognized for his work related to 
civil rights and democracy in the 
Middle East.

davId louIe (B.A., econom-
ics, ’85) has been named manag-
ing director and vice chair of client 
advisory at Bank Sarasin.

geoff MaTHIeux (B.A., 
international relations and 
economics, ’89) has been 
appointed CEO of Tickengo, an 
Internet start-up based in San 
Francisco, CA.

gen. duncan J. Mcnabb 
(M.A., international relations, 
’84), retired, U.S. Air Force, was 
elected to the board of directors 
of Atlas World Airlines.

owen newcoMer (Ph.D., po-
litical science, ‘80), was chosen 
as mayor of Whittier in April 2012. 
He has taught political science at 
Rio Hondo College for 37 years. 

MarcuS perl (M.A., econom-
ics, ’87) is a vice president and 
portfolio manager for Quantita-
tive Management Associates 
(QMA) and a member of the asset 
allocation team and the invest-
ment committee. 

cHoudHury SHaMIn (M.A., 
international relations, ’84; 

Ph.D., international relations, 
’87), a political science professor 
at California State University, Ful-
lerton, led the Cal State Fullerton 
Model United Nations delegation 
team to the U.N. conference at 
Harvard University.

rIcHard r. verdugo (Ph.D., 
sociology, ’81) has founded 
The Goldview Group, a firm that 
specializes in selling excess inven-
tory on behalf of their clients. He 
launched the company upon his 
retirement from the National Edu-
cation Association in Washington, 
D.C., where he was the senior 
research scientist.

1990s
KIMberly edMundS (B.A., 
economics, ’95) has been named 
senior vice president of Cus-
tomer Care for Comcast Cable 
Central Division.

rIcHard erIcKSon (M.A., 
sociology, ’91; Ph.D., sociol-
ogy, ’92), the former vicar gen-
eral and moderator of the Curia 
for the Archdiocese of Boston, 
has been officially installed as the 
new pastor of Our Lady of Fatima 
Parish in Sudbury, MA.

anand gala (B.A., biological 
sciences, ’98) has been named 
to Asterisk Financial, Inc.’s Board 
of Directors.

SaraH gorMan (B.A., politi-
cal science and English, ’96; 
j.D., ’99) was named city clerk 
by Santa Monica Mayor Richard 
Bloom. She took the reins on 
Sept. 4, 2012.

MaTT Holder (B.A., history, 
’97; j.D., ’01) was named part-
ner of Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & 
Hampton LLP. 

brenT MaTTHew Hornor 
(B.A., East Asian languages 
and cultures, ’95) has been 
appointed to a senior management 
role with Vanoil Energy Ltd. 

beTH KucH (B.A., environ-
mental studies, ’96; M.A., 
public relations, ’00) recently 
joined BIOCOM as the marketing 
and communications manager.

caTHerIne loper (B.A., his-
tory and broadcast journal-
ism, ’90) has been appointed 
the senior reporter and producer 
of WRVO’s regional and public 
affairs coverage.

aJay SHaH (Ph.D., econom-
ics, ’93), and Ila Patnaik, from 
India’s National Institute of Public Fi-
nance and Policy in New Dehli, took 
part in a one-day workshop that 
brought together experts in finance 
and international economics from 
UC Santa Cruz, UC Berkeley, UC 
Davis, and the U.S. Federal Reserve 
Bank in San Francisco, CA. 

parITa SHaH (B.A., political 
science, ’99), former deputy 
director for public affairs at the 
U.S. Department of Commerce, 
has been named vice president 
of APCO Worldwide. 

dalTon SprInKle (B.A., 
political science, ’95) has been 
named vice president of corporate 
development and general counsel 
for OneRoof Energy.

JeroMe TorreSyap (B.S., 
chemistry, ’95) was appointed 
president of Visions Industry 
Corp., a developer of zero emis-
sion electric/hydrogen hybrid 
powered vehicles and turnkey 
hydrogen fueling systems.

JaMeS zanoTTI (B.A., social 
sciences and history, ’95), a 
specialist in Middle Eastern af-
fairs, spoke during a hearing on 
Palestinian political establish-
ment corruption in July 2012. 

Todd zInK (B.A., economics 
and political science, ’91) has 
sought a seat on the 27th Senate 
District. The seat encompasses 
the southeast corner of Los 
Angeles County.
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2000s
nIcole caSTrale (B.A., 
social sciences and econom-
ics, ’01) tied for fourth place at 
the Kraft Nabisco Championship. 
She has one LPGA victory and 19 
top-10 finishes in her career.

po cHen (Ph.D., geology, ’05), 
associate professor of geology 
and geophysics at the University 
of Wyoming School of Energy Re-
sources, is conducting research 
using a supercomputer at the 
National Center for Atmospheric 
Research-Wyoming Supercom-
puting Center to model seismic 
events. He has received funding 
support from the National Sci-
ence Foundation, the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey and the Southern 
California Earthquake Center 
(SCEC), housed in USC Dornsife.

brad goreSKI (B.A., art his-
tory, ’07), celebrity stylist, stars 
in Bravo’s It's a Brad, Brad World. 
The show was recently renewed 
for a 2nd season.

MaTT leInarT (B.A., sociol-
ogy, ’05), a quarterback in the 
NFL, signed a one-year contract 
with the Oakland Raiders.

Jordan MIcHaelS (B.A., 
neuroscience and biological 
sciences, ’09), founder and chief 
executive of Ringadoc, a start-up 
that connects patients with 
doctors over the phone or online, 
explained why he decided to drop 
out of medical school and become 
a health technology entrepreneur 
in a Forbes Magazine article.

Continued on page 60.
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The chestnut thoroughbred had a cer-
tain je ne sais quoi. “He’s all class,” said 
J. Paul Reddam (Ph.D., philosophy, ’82), 
who owned the racing horse, I’ll Have 
Another. “It’s just something you sense 
when you’re near him. Class is some-

what intangible. You know it when you see it.” 
Yet, I’ll Have Another was dismissed by most. When 

he raced in the Robert Lewis Stakes at Santa Anita Park 
in Arcadia, Calif., his odds were 43 to 1. 

“My horse crushed the field that day,” Reddam said. 
The longest shot in the field of eight 3-year-olds, the colt 
won by 2 3/4 lengths.

Competing against sheiks from Saudi Arabia who 
have unlimited resources to spend on a thoroughbred, 
Reddam, who owns CashCall, a company offering per-
sonal and mortgage loans, bought the horse for a rela-
tively modest $35,000. In the 2012 Kentucky Derby, the 
colt, which Reddam named after never resisting having 
another of his wife, Zillah’s, chocolate chip cookies, was 
favored 15 to 1. 

Sitting in the grandstands at Churchill Downs, 

T R O J A N A L I T Y

J. Paul Reddam raises his trophy and celebrates with his wife, Zillah, and others after 
his horse wins the 2012 Kentucky Derby.

Reddam bought his thoroughbred I’ll Have Another for $35,000. The colt went on to win 
the 2012 Preakness Stakes. He sold the champion horse for $10 million.

Reddam remembered watching the pack of horses coming 
around a turn.

“From the corner of my eye I could see forward move-
ment of one of the horses and I realized it was him,” Red-
dam said. “He had an eighth of a mile to go and he was in 
second. We’ve all heard the cliché time stands still. Well, 
I’ve got to tell you that 13 seconds from the eighth pole to 
the wire seemed like an hour and a half.”

Reddam snapped his fingers: “Bang! He crossed the wire.”
Then with his mane braided and his coat shimmering, 

I’ll Have Another went on to become a Preakness Stakes 
champion — the second jewel of the Triple Crown. On his 
way to becoming the first horse to win the Triple Crown 
in 34 years, the colt tore his front tendon and Reddam was 
forced to scratch him the day before the big race.

Never once the favorite, I’ll Have Another exceeded ev-
eryone’s expectations and took Reddam on what he called 
“an adventure of a lifetime.”

“You learn in horse racing — just like in philosophy  — 
that most people are wrong about most things,” Reddam 
said. “So don’t be worried about what everybody thinks. 
Cut your own path.”  —P.J.J.

Saddle Your Dreams
Businessman, racehorse owner and philosopher j. Paul Reddam picks a winner with his colt, I’ll Have Another.

dornsife.usc.edu/alumni-news
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a wInTer’S blooMIng 
HNN Press / Patricia (Travis) 
Anders (B.A., English, ’85) tells 
a story of a man on the edge of 
despair trying to find his place in 
the world. 

THe fIrST blacK boxIng 
cHaMpIonS McFarland 
/ Colleen Aycock’s (Ph.D., 
English, ’85) second book with 
co-author Mark Scott, tells of the 
history of black boxers with a for-
ward by Hall of Fame announcer 
Al Bernstein.
Also by Colleen Aycock 
boxIng’S greaTeST  
proMoTer McFarland 

THe unoffIcIal Hunger 
gaMeS cooKbooK Adams 
Media / Emily Ansara Baines 
(B.A., English, ’07) has written 
a collection of more than 150 
recipes inspired by the Hunger 
Games trilogy.
Also by Emily Ansara Baines
THe unoffIcIal  
downTon abbey  
cooKbooK Adams Media 

HandIworK Slope Editions 
/ Amaranth Borsuk (M.A, 
English, ’06; Ph.D., literature and 
creative writing, ’10) explores 
the constructive and destruc-
tive work of hands through a 
combination of constraint-based 
writing and fragmented lyricism 
in this book of poetry.
Also by Amaranth Borsuk with 
programmer Brad Bouse
beTween page and 
Screen Siglio Press

under cover Finishing 
Line Press / Paul Cummins 
(Ph.D., English ’67) has pub-
lished a collection of poetry.

buTTerfly Jar  
Dancingquills Industries / 
Jalondra Davis (MPW, ’08) 
spins a tale that follows a mis-
chievous young girl growing up 
in a tumultuous family in South 
Central L.A. at the time of the 
’92 uprisings.

babe In boyland  
Penguin Dial / Penguin / Jody 
Gehrman’s (MPW, ’00) book 
is about a high school student 
who writes her school’s rela-
tionship column. 
Also by jody Gehrman 
audrey’S guIde To 
wITcHcrafT Independent

cITy of woMen Amy 
Einhorn Books / G.P. Putnam 
Sons / David Gillham (MPW, 
’83) explores what happens 
to ordinary people thrust into 
extraordinary times, and how 
the choices they make can be 
the difference between life 
and death.

gIrlcHIld Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux / Tupelo Hass-
man’s (B.A., creative writing, 
’04) first novel follows Rory 
Dawn Hendrix, a sassy young 
girl growing up in the Calle, a 
cluster of mobile homes on a 
plot of dirt outside Reno, Nev.

one MarrIage under 
god: The Campaign to Pro-
mote Marriage in America 
NYU Press / Melanie Heath 
(Ph.D., sociology, ’06) explores 
the politics of marriage, its re-
inforcement as a cultural norm, 
and the anxieties surrounding 
the same-sex marriage debate. 
Her research was funded with a 
grant from USC Dornsife’s Center 
for Religion and Civic Culture.

So l.a. Lettered Press 
/ Bridget Hoida (Ph.D., 
literature and creative writing, 
’07) explores a grief-stricken 
artist’s mind as she learns to 
accept the accidental death of 
her brother and the gradual 
demise of her marriage.

radIo IrIS Two Dollar Press 
/ Anne-Marie Kinney’s (B.A., 
creative writing, ’03) debut 
novel puts an eerie twist on the 
time-honored battle against 
workplace monotony.

SwIrlIng Atria Books / 
Janice Rhoshalle Littlejohn 
(MPW, ’08) and co-author 
Christelyn D. Karazin offer ad-
vice and insight on interracial 
relationships, along with inter-
views and personal stories.

THe SecreTS of Mary 
bowSer Morrow / Lois 
Leveen (M.A., English, ’95) 
presents the story of a woman 
born into slavery.

MaSKed voIceS: Gay 
Men and Lesbians in Cold 
War America SUNY Press / 
Craig Loftin (Ph.D., history, 
’06) analyzes letters written 
to the first gay magazine in 
the United States from 1953 to 
1965 to better understand how 
gay men and lesbians coped 
with the challenges of the Mc-
Carthy era. 
Also by Craig Loftin 
leTTerS To one: Gay and 
Lesbian Voices from the 
1950s and 1960s SUNY Press

A L U M N I  C A N O N
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aM I a Jew? Hudson Street 
Press / Theodore Ross (B.A., 
creative writing, ’95) explores 
how people define what makes 
someone Jewish. Ross examines 
his own history growing up in New 
York City before moving to Missis-
sippi, where his childhood identity 
changed. 

THe SalT god’S daugHTer 
Soft Skull Press / Ilie Ruby (MPW, 
’95) spins a modern day folktale 
about the relationships between 
three generations of women, set 
against a mythic world that still 
hums with the problems of our own. 

daddIeS do IT dIfferenT 
Hyperion Book CH / Alan Law-
rence Sitomer’s (B.A., creative 
writing, ’89) takes a high-spirited 
look at the way dads put their own 
spin on different parts of a child’s 
life — from going to a birthday 
party to bath time.
Also by Alan Lawrence Sitomer
nerd gIrlS: A Catastrophe of 
Nerdish Proportions Hyperion 
Book CH

wHaT MaTTerS Heritage 
Institute Press / Cameron M. 
Thornton (B.A., psychology, ’76) 
and co-author Rob Zeeb present 
a novel that illustrates the impor-
tance of passing on life stories 
and values to loved ones.

How noT To KIll your 
baby Andrews McMeel Publish-
ing / Jacob Sager Weinstein 
(MPW, ’97) spoofs self-help par-
enting guides with blithe advice 
on stages from conception to the 
terrible twos.

THe SovIeT bIologIcal 
weaponS prograM:  
A History Harvard University 
Press / Raymond A. Zilinskas 
(Ph.D., international relations, 
’81), director of the Chemical and 
Biological Weapons Nonprolif-
eration Program at the Monterey 
Institute of International Studies, 
offers an understanding of the 
scope of the USSR’s offensive 
biological weapons research from 
the 1920s to the 1990s.

D O R N S I F E  f a M I l y

Sugar High
Think about Thanksgiving pumpkin pie — warm, silky smooth with just a hint of spice. 
Or Christmas cookies with their sweet doughy scent and the crunch of sugar on top. Or 
maybe a peach cobbler from the dog days of summer, or a tangy dose of strawberry short-
cake with a dollop of whipped cream.

Tied up in all these delicious dishes are memories that go deeper than simple tastes, 
and that’s what Kimberly Robinson Reiner (B.A., French, ’92) explores in her collec-
tion of short stories and recipes titled Sugar, Sugar: Every Recipe Has a Story (Andrews 
McMeel Publishing, 2011), co-written with Jenna Sanz-Agero.

Reiner’s transformation from attorney to recipe maven began with cooking fudge in 
her home kitchen. Word soon spread about her chocolate confections, which came from 
family recipes passed down from generation to generation. Since then, Reiner’s desserts 
have been featured in O Magazine as one of Oprah Winfrey’s “Favorite Things,” as well 
as the Rachael Ray Show and The Martha Stewart Show. 

For Reiner though, “the most important part of the fudge was the memory of making 
it.” True to form, Sugar, Sugar collects tales about hummingbird cake in the Deep South 
(so named because “it has everything in it except a hummingbird”) to Cape Cod blue-
berry pie made from handpicked wild fruit. 

Using humor, the authors — dubbed the Sugar Mommas — balance the feel-good 
recollections with a splash of sass on the page. If that’s not enough to entice readers, the 
book is also filled with drool-worthy photos of icing-stacked cakes and gooey home-
made candy. Mixed together, these aspects make delving into the history of each recipe 
(almost) as satisfying as biting into a slice of your favorite dessert.  —B.P.
  TELL US ABOUT YOUR BOOK  Write to USC Dornsife Magazine, Citigroup Center 8206, 41st Floor,  

Los Angeles, CA 90089-8206 or magazine@dornsife.usc.edu

“Sugar Momma” Kimberly 
Reiner (above) whips up tasty 
confections mixed with a dollop 
of nostalgia in her book, Sugar, 
Sugar, co-authored with Vixen 
lead singer, Jenna Sanz-Agero.
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JennIfer roglÀ (B.A., 
psychology and anthropology, 
’05) has been named director of 
partnerships and special initia-
tives for the International Division 
of the University of North Texas.

Jacob vawTer (B.A., eco-
nomics and geography, ’08) is 
the recipient of a prestigious fel-
lowship from the Japan Founda-
tion, Center for Global Partnership 
for the Japan Travel Program for 
U.S. Future Leaders.

Tracy wang  (B.A., history, 
’06) has joined Riker, Danzig, 
Scherer, Hyland & Perretti, a fam-
ily law group in Morristown, NJ.

lu yu (M.S., mathematical 
finance, ’02) is vice president and 
portfolio manager at Allianz AGIC 
Growth Fund for systematic strate-
gies as well as a research analyst.

MoSeS zapIen (B.A., political 
science, ’04) placed his name 
on the ballot for Stockton’s City 
Council District 4.

2010s
andrew HoSea (B.A., politi-
cal science, ’11) was selected as 
a White House intern for Spring 
2012. He was placed in several 
White House departments, in-
cluding the Office of Commu-
nications, the Office of the Vice 
President and the Office of the 
First Lady.

KaTInKa HoSSzu (B.A., 
psychology, ’12) led the Hungary 
team in several victories with four 
gold medals and eight medals 
overall at the European Swimming 
Championships.

belen Mozo (B.A., interna-
tional relations [global busi-
ness], ’11) tied for 43rd place at 
the Kia Classic golf tournament. 
Mozo, in her second year on the 
LPGA Tour, qualified for the Kraft 
Nabisco Championship.

MITcH MuSTaIn (B.A., in-
ternational relations, ’11) has 
signed with the Chicago White Sox 
to a minor league contract.

lIzeTTe SalaS (B.A., sociol-
ogy, ’11) made the jump from the 
LPGA Futures Tour to the full LPGA 
Tour in 2012.

gregory anSel woodburn 
(B.A., history, ’12) provided 
advice to USC’s class of 2012 in 
his weekly column in the Ventura 
County Star newspaper.

engagements,  
weddings,  
anniversaries and 
births

Ilana JudITH KellerMan 
(M.A., psychology, ’11) and 
Jordon Stuart Moss were married 
June 24, 2012, at Vibiana in Los 
Angeles, CA. She is a doctoral 
student in clinical psychology in 
USC Dornsife.

eMIly Mould (B.A., psychol-
ogy, ’01; MSW, social work, 
’03) married MaTTHew SHarp 
(B.A., computer science, ’00) 
on Aug. 26, 2012. The couple met as 
members of Trojan Marching Band.

carolIne vu (B.S., biologi-
cal sciences, ’98), and Edward 
Namserk Cha were married on 
May 26, 2012, at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church in Palo Alto, CA. 
Cha is a senior counsel at Exelixis 
in San Francisco, CA, where she 
manages licensing agreements 
and transactions with organiza-
tions that test the cancer drugs 
developed by the company. She 
received a master’s degree in 
public health from Yale and a law 
degree from UC Davis.

bryan weaver (B.A., politi-
cal science, ’01) and JennIfer 
(SHoucaIr) weaver (B.S., 
business, ’03) welcomed their 
daughter Willa Scott Weaver into 
the world on April 23, 2012.

Send aluMnI newS To
USC Dornsife Magazine, Citigroup 
Center 8206, 41st Floor,  
Los Angeles, CA 90089-8206 or  
submit online at dornsife.usc.edu/
alumni-news. Information may be 
edited for space. 

Listings for the “Alumni News” and “In 
Memoriam” sections are compiled based on 
submissions from alumni and USC Dornsife 
departments as well as published notices from
various media outlets.

In Memoriam
rIcHard earl anderSon 
(B.S., biological sciences, ’50) 
Glendale, CA (4/24/2012) at age 
85; worked as an internist in a pri-
vate practice in Burbank, CA from 
1959-1994; held several positions 
at Providence St. Joseph Medical 
Center, including chief of staff and 
chief medical officer; served in the 
U.S. Navy during WWII.

clyde alan lawrence  
paTrIcK brIcTSon (M.A., 
psychology, ’63; Ph.D., 
psychology, ’66) La Jolla, 
CA (3/30/2012) at age 78; was 
president of the West Coast 
Division of Dunlap & Associates; 
opened CB & Associates in the 
1980s; developed the Automated 
Performance Assessment and 
Readiness Training Systems for 
the U.S. Navy.

col. earl w. browne (M.A., 
English, ’51; Ph.D., English, ’61) 
Ventura, CA (3/19/2012) at age 
93; was an educator for 30 years 
at Canoga Park and El Camino 
Real high schools; served with 
the 40th National Guard; fought 
in the European Theatre; retired 
from the Army Reserve in 1975. 

glenn levan bryan (Ph.D., 
psychology, ’52) Richmond, 
VA (1/5/2012) at age 90; worked 
for the Office of Naval Research 
from 1960–1983 as director of the 
Psychological Sciences Division; 
served in the U.S. Army infantry in 
the European Theatre; fought in 
the Battle of the Bulge.

A L U M N I  E V E N T S

u S c  H o M eco M I n g  c e l e b r aT I o n
November 10,  2012 |  All  Day
Campus-wide with USC Dornsife Tent on
Trousdale Parkway in Front of Bovard Auditorium

Join fellow USC fans as the Trojans take on the Ari-
zona State Sun Devils at the Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum. Be sure to stop by the USC Dornsife tent 
on Trousdale Parkway in front of Bovard Auditorium. 
Take a commemorative USC Trojan Family photo, 
pick up giveaways, and reconnect with your friends and 
classmates. During the game, members of the USC 
Trojan Family who competed in the 2012 summer 
Olympic games in London — including representatives 
of the 24 from USC Dornsife — will be recognized on the 
field, the historic site of the 1932 and 1984 Olympic games.

2012 REUNION WEEKEND
November 9–12, 2012  
Various Times

Every fall hundreds of alumni 
from the undergraduate 50th, 
40th, 30th, 25th and 10th reunion 
classes return to USC to evoke 
fond memories and create new 

ones during Reunion Weekend. 
Sponsored by the USC Alumni  
Association, this two-day celebra-
tion of Trojan Family ties features 
a wide array of social, academic, 
creative and family-friendly activi-
ties for alumni and friends.
More information at alumni.usc.
edu/groups/reunion/2012.html
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rIcHard wIlSon caIn (B.A., 
religion, ’49) Claremont, CA 
(3/30/2012) at age 86; served as 
president of Claremont School 
of Theology until his retirement 
in 1990; was appointed to First 
United Methodist Church of 
Phoenix in 1968 where he served 
until 1977; recognized nationally 
as an active leader in The United 
Methodist Church. 

STepHen cHIng (B.A., inter-
national relations, ’61) Fernan-
dina Beach, FL (7/7/2012); served 
in the U.S. government as a U.S. 
Naval officer, a civilian employee 
of the federal government and in 
the U.S. Naval Reserve, retiring 
in 1999; served in many overseas 
posts in Asia and Latin America.

Howard wHITfIeld craIl 
Jr. (B.A., ethnic studies, ’70) 
Scottsdale, AZ; had a private prac-
tice in Scottsdale, AZ; served as 
corporate legal counsel for several 
corporations; was appointed by 
Gov. Jane Hull to the Board of 
Arizona Property and Casualty 
Insurance Guaranty Fund; was 
active with Maricopa County Plan-
ning  and Development.

george danIel dIlTz (B.A., 
chemistry, ’74) Reno, NV 
(3/30/2012) at age 59;  worked for 
Prudential Insurance Company 
and Kaiser Permanente until 
2007; served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps before being honorably 
discharged as a first lieutenant; 
enjoyed skiing, hiking and visiting 
with family and friends.

Harry eISen Beverly Hills, CA 
(7/19/2012) at age 95; a Polish-
born Holocaust survivor and 
philanthropist who founded Norco 
Ranch Inc. in western Riverside 
County in the 1950s and built it 
into one of the state’s leading 
egg producers, processors and 
distributors; supported the USC 
Shoah Foundation Institute.

barbara caSe gaunTT 
(B.A., speech, ’43) Encinitas, CA 

(6/11/2012) at age 90; spent three 
years in the Women’s Army Aux-
iliary Corps achieving the rank 
of first lieutenant; avid reader, 
bridge player; true passions were 
her children and family. 

alIya gordon (B.A., politi-
cal science, ’73) Northridge, CA 
(5/5/2012); worked for more than 
30 years as a claims adjuster 
and had recently retired from a 
long career with Allstate Insur-
ance; was an active parishioner 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
and Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha 
churches; passions included 
her family and friends, camping, 
playing cards and competing in 
trivia contests.

ruSSell Handley (B.A., 
economics, ’64) Los Angeles, 
CA (4/8/2012) at age 86; worked 
for 47 years in public relations 
and for the Chevron Corporation; 
after his retirement, he worked 
for 10 years with the Anaheim 
Chamber of Commerce; served in 
the U.S. Army Air Corps, attaining 
rank of second lieutenant.

george wIllIaM HarrIS 
Jr. (B.A., political science, 
’41) San Pedro, CA (5/29/2012) at 
age 92; worked as treasurer for 
Dunlap’s Department Stores and 
later in real estate; served as a 
first lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
during WWII; was a medical 
administrative officer with the 
U.S. Army’s First Field Hospital 
stationed in New Guinea and the 
Philippines.

roger wallace JoHnSon 
(B.A., political science, ’54) 
Los Angeles, CA (3/10/2012) at age 
83; had a long career in the insur-
ance business with Aetna until his 
retirement in 1988; served in the 
U.S. Army; was an underwriter, 
a trainer and a mentor; loved all 
things USC. 

vIcTorIa KareSS (MPW, 
’94) Westwood, CA (5/30/2012) 
at age 46.

aMoS KHaSIgIan (M.A., 
history, ’58; Ph.D., history, 
’70) Fresno, CA (4/15/2012) at age 
93; was a professor of history and 
economics for 35 years in the Los 
Angeles school system; served in 
the U.S. Army in the Pacific Theatre 
during WWII.

HerberT d. KIMMel (Ph.D., 
psychology, ’59) Charleston, NC 
(6/5/2012) at age 85; a distin-
guished research professor of psy-
chology emeritus at the University 
of South Florida; well known for his 
research in classical and instru-
mental conditioning and original 
studies of biofeedback; served in 
WWII with the U.S. Navy.

allen e. KoenIg (B.A., com-
munications, ’61) Lexington, MA 
(8/28/12) at age 73; spent 10 years 
as the 9th president of Emerson 
College, expanding the school’s 
holdings and student enrollment 
before leaving in 1989 amid dis-
agreement over a plan to move 
the campus to Lawrence; during 
the past 20 years, helped place 
presidents, deans, and senior 
administrators in jobs at colleges 
and universities.

JoHn lyncH (B.A., psychol-
ogy, ’56) Huntington Beach, CA 
(4/27/2012) at age 87; was a li-
censed general building contractor 
for Lynch Construction Inc.; served 
in the U.S. Navy during WWII; 
supporter of USC and a member 
of Cardinal & Gold, USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Research Associates and the Half 
Century Trojans.

alan b. MagnuSSon (M.A., 
chemistry, ’45) Lancaster, PA 
(1/14/2012) at age 91; worked in 
chemical research at Armstrong 
in Lancaster, PA; was employed 
as a research chemist at the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, where he 
worked on the development of 
polymeric binders for solid propel-
lant rockets.

Continued on page 62.
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On the  
Tenure Track
Two USC Dornsife Ph.D. graduates will join faculty at 
Princeton University.

Rosina Lozano, who re-
ceived a Ph.D. in history in 
2011, and Vlad Vicol, who 
earned a Ph.D. in math-
ematics in 2010, have been 
appointed assistant profes-
sors at Princeton University.

Lozano, who came to 
USC after earning a mas-
ter’s in education from 
Harvard University, will 
serve as assistant profes-
sor of Latino history at 
Princeton. Her disserta-
tion titled, “Lenguaje sin 
fronteras (Language With-
out Borders): The Spanish 
Language in New Mexico 
and California Politics, 
Education, and Identity: 
1848–1952,” focused on 
larger political implica-
tions of language at the 
personal as well as local, 
state and national levels. 

“The main reason I chose USC Dornsife was because 
of Professor George Sanchez and Professor William 
Deverell, who were fantastic,” she said. “They sup-
ported me through the entire Ph.D. process with any 
questions I had. And I know that I can count on them 
as mentors throughout my career.”

Vicol, whose work focuses on partial differential 
equations and mathematical fluid dynamics, credits 
the guidance of Susan Friedlander, professor of math-
ematics and director of the USC Center for Applied 
Mathematical Sciences, and his adviser Igor Kukavica, 
professor of mathematics, with much of his academic 
success. 

Vicol, who previously held a postdoctoral position 
in the mathematics department at The University of 
Chicago, has continued his work with Friedlander and 
Kukavica on mathematical fluid dynamics research.

At Princeton, Vicol plans to carry over the lessons he 
learned at USC Dornsife. “As my mentors did, I want 
to interact with my students beyond the classroom,” he 
said. “And beyond their time at the university.”  —A.B.

Rosina Lozano is assistant professor 
of history at Princeton University.

Vlad Vicol is associate professor of 
mathematics at Princeton University. 
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denIS MITcHell, retired as-
sociate professor of psychology 
in USC Dornsife, died Aug. 21, 
2012, after a five-year battle with 
brain cancer.

“Denis was a humanitarian with 
exceptional talents, character 
and a sense of humor,” his wife, 
Kitling Mitchell, said. “He was 
versatile in every aspect of his 
unusual life. Teaching was his 
passion.”

Mitchell joined USC Dornsife in 
1977 as a faculty member in the 
Department of Psychology. He is 
known for his research on animal 
models of phobias and eating 
disorders, specializing in neopho-
bia in wild animals — the fear of 
eating anything with an unfamiliar 
odor or flavor — and geophagia 
— the compulsion to eat dirt or 
clay. He retired in August 2007.

Margaret Gatz remembered 
Mitchell as an award-winning 
teacher who made a real differ-
ence in the lives of his students. 
Gatz, professor of psychology, 
gerontology and preventive medi-
cine, and chair of the Department 
of Psychology in USC Dornsife, 
recalled how Mitchell focused 
on the individual development of 
each student in his class.

“Denis was amazingly dedi-
cated to teaching. He read Piaget 
and other developmental psy-
chologists in order to understand 
how he might become a better 
instructor,” Gatz said. “With his 
students, he was deliberately 
provocative in order to stimulate 
learning. One described Denis as 
‘eccentric, hilarious, generous 
and caring.’ ”
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fred MaTua (B.A., sociology, 
’11) Los Angeles, CA (8/5/12) at 
age 28; was a three-year starting 
offensive guard for the Trojans 
from 2003–05; was part of the 
team’s 34-game win streak, 
the 2005 Notre Dame “Bush 
Push” game and the BCS title 
game victory against Oklahoma, 
which has since been vacated; 
2006 seventh round NFL draft 
by the Detroit Lions; between 
2006–08, spent time with the 
Lions, Tennessee Titans, Cleve-
land Browns and Washington 
Redskins; played in the United 
Football League in 2010.

roderIcK “rod” douglaS 
McdanIel (B.A., anthropol-
ogy, ’51; Ph.D, education, ’67) 
Santa Monica, CA (8/5/12) served 
with the U.S. Army, most notably 
in Japan; held administrative and 
teaching posts with the Palos 
Verdes and Torrance school dis-
tricts; taught periodically at USC; 
wrote a children’s novel, short 
stories and dozens of essays.

JacK wHITfIeld MurpHy 
Jr. (B.A., political science, 
’71) Orwigsburg, PA (5/15/2012) 
at age 64; recently served as 
a hospice volunteer and state 
park chaplain; career included 
the Federal Trade Commission, 
landscape management, a family 
jewelry business in Bethesda, MD, 
and the ordained ministry; served 
in the U.S. Marine Corps during 
the Vietnam War.

vernon c. newTon Jr. 
(B.A., geology, ’49) Portland, 
OR (7/25/2012) at age 89; 
attended USC on a football 
scholarship; during WWII, he 
served in General Patton’s Third 
Army in the European Theatre; 
awarded both the Bronze Star 
and the Purple Heart; resided 
in Oregon for the past 60 years; 
worked as a petroleum geologist, 
mainly for the state of Oregon; 
enjoyed his 20-acre farm in 
Scholls. Where he raised regis-
tered black angus cattle.

rIcHard l. pearlMan (B.A., 
psychology, ’49) Northridge, CA 
(8/4/12) at age 84; taught math 
and music, especially enjoying 
his stint as leader of the band 
and orchestra at several schools 
in the Los Angeles Unified 
School District; retired as head 
counselor/assistant principal at 
Reed Jr. High in 1988; he donated 
his time in the office of Burbank 
Temple Emanu El and the Skirball 
Center library.

vIcTor wellIngTon peTerS 
(B.A., fine arts, ’24) Las 
Vegas, NV (8/12/12) at age 109; 
USC’s oldest living alumnus 
and the third oldest male in the 
United States before his death, 
Peters’ continued his studies at 
Princeton Theological Seminary; 
in 1928, left the United States to 
serve as a Methodist missionary 
in Seoul, Korea, in what turned 
out to be a 13-year sojourn; over 
the next 37 years served as a 
pastor and teacher at several 
Los Angeles-area churches, 
including the Korean Methodist 
Church; in 1959, joined the faculty 
of Azusa Pacific University and 
taught courses across several 
disciplines; an accomplished art-
ist, he produced more than 150 
canvases.

leonard pung (MPW) Los 
Angeles, CA (9/3/12) at age 50; 
entered MPW program in 2011; 
wrote in a myriad of genres; was 
an avid river rafter.

roberT peTer rapp (B.A., 
international relations, ’41) 
La Mesa, CA (3/20/2012) at age 
96; served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps as a captain in the First 
Marine Division, Pacific Theatre 
during WWII; joined the Marine 
Reserves, retiring as a major.

Manuel carloS ray (B.A., 
chemistry, ’54) Great Falls, 
MT (3/25/2012) at age 89; a 
chemist who worked for PPG 
and in product development for 
National Research and Chemical 

Company prior to his retirement; 
launched his own company, ROK 
Industries in 1972, before he sold 
the company in the 1980s to 
ChemTech Corporation; served 
as a staff sergeant in the U.S. 
Army Air Corps; loved the USC 
Trojans football team.

JoHn TaMlIn Holland 
redfern (B.A., physics, ’51) 
San Diego, CA (5/31/2012) at age 
86; worked as a civilian research-
er for more than 35 years at the 
U.S. Navy Laboratory in San 
Diego, CA, where he specialized 
in underwater acoustics; enjoyed 
photography and volunteered at 
the San Diego Historical Society. 

deboraH gay SHerMan 
(B.A., physical education, ’73) 
Park City, UT (1/11/2012) at age 
60; a retired high school teacher; 
had been a volunteer and re-
cruiter with the Peace Corps; was 
named Miss Drill Team USA in 
1969 when she led the Mira Costa 
High School Drill team to victory 
in a national competition.

gIlberT SHoHaM (Ph.D., 
philosophy, ’75) Overland Park, 
KS (4/20/2012) at age 81; served 
the pulpits of Congregation Beth 
Hamedrash Hagadol in Montreal 
and Kehiliath Israel Synagogue 
in Kansas City; authored A Quest 
for Clarity in Religious Thought: 
A Case Against Fundamental-
ism; was adjunct professor of 
philosophy at the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City.

crane Teng (B.A., math-
ematics, ’68) Phoenix, AZ 
(5/30/2012) at age 68; managed 
the family business in Phoenix, 
AZ; in 2009, he was instrumental 
in establishing a fund-raiser for 
the Chinese American Citizen 
Alliance to provide scholarships 
for Asian American high school 
students in Phoenix.

ellen M. THoMaSSon (B.A., 
English and political science, 
’93) St. Louis, MO (6/12/2012) was 

co-owner of Paradigm New 
Media Group.

edward alexander veIT 
(B.A., East Asian studies, 
’53) Paso Robles, CA (7/22/12) 
at age 87; still in his teens, he 
enlisted in the Navy to serve in 
major World War II campaigns 
in the South Pacific, includ-
ing Guadalcanal; during the 
Korean Conflict, rejoined the 
Navy where he served at sea 
in the western Pacific, and on 
the ground in Korea, where he 
served as an ad-hoc translator 
in North Korea; worked as a 
correctional officer at Folsom 
State Prison, and by 1964, 
moved on to the Adult Parole 
Division; in 1985, appointed 
chief of parole for the state of 
California. 

eMMeTT wHITford wood 
(B.A., zoology, ’49; M.S., 
education, ’50) Bardstown, 
KY (6/25/2012) at age 88; 
earned his M.D. at University of 
Tennessee College of Medicine 
and was elected by the faculty 
of the medical school to the 
Alpha Omega Alpha Honor 
Medical Society; served in 
the U.S. Navy as pharmacist’s 
mate first class and spent 20 
months overseas with the U.S 
Marine Corps in the Solomon 
Islands as Navy corpsman; was 
past secretary and president 
of the medical staff of Flaget 
Memorial Hospital; was a 
member of several medical 
associations.

rIcHard d. zanucK Los 
Angeles, CA (7/13/12) at age 
77; donor to USC Dornsife; the 
producer of Jaws and Driving 
Miss Daisy; served as a top 
executive at Warner Bros. and 
20th Century Fox, where he 
helped oversee such classic 
films as The Exorcist and The 
Sound of Music; formed his 
own production entity, Zanuck 
Company, in 1988; served as a 
lieutenant in the U.S. Army. 
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Professor Emeritus Philip J. 
Stephens earned his 
bachelor’s and Ph.D. at 
the University of Oxford. 
This photo was taken at 
the University of Oxford 
on the day he received his 
bachelor’s degree.

Philip J. Stephens, profes-
sor emeritus of chemistry in 
USC Dornsife, who invent-
ed and developed two major 
techniques for characteriz-
ing molecular structure, has 
died. He was 71.

Stephens died July 31 in 
Los Angeles after a battle 
with a dementia-related 
illness.

In addition to being a 
brilliant chemist, Stephens 
was “fun, witty, adven-
turesome and a go-getter,” 
said his wife, Anne-Marie 
Stephens. “I shall always 
remember him as a loving, 
funny, irrepressible and 
generous companion.”

In 2008, Stephens, then a 
USC Dornsife faculty mem-
ber for more than 40 years, 
was named a Fellow of the 
Royal Society, the highest 
distinction given to a British 
scientist.

Stephens pioneered the 
use of two chiral spectros-
copies — magnetic and vi-
brational circular dichroism 
(MCD and VCD) — and 
the application of advanced 
theory (density functional 
theory, or DFT) to ascer-
tain the absolute molecular 
configurations of organic 
and biomolecules.

Philip J. 
Stephens
The professor emeritus 
of chemistry was a Royal 
Society Fellow.
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cameron M. Thornton ’76 believes each of us  
has a story to tell.

I was born in East Los Angeles, Calif., in the fall of 1954. 
Shortly after that my family moved to a duplex that my 
grandfather had built in Wilmington near San Pedro. After 
that we moved to the suburb of Whittier. The majority of my 
formative memories orbit that space: my first bike; my first 
touchdown catch playing flag football; my first line drive 
in baseball; my first job mowing lawns; and playing in the 
streets with my neighbors.

My father was an L.A. County deputy sheriff. My mother 
worked for the county as well. The only way I could at-
tend USC was on a Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(ROTC) scholarship. I changed my major a couple of times 
before graduating with a degree in psychology. Then the 
Navy made me an engineering officer. I learned to adapt 
quickly, and that adaptability was crucial to the smooth 
operation of every team I’ve been part of. I came to know 
that there was always something new to appreciate, every 
single day, everywhere I went.

I remember the first time I marched onto the floor of the 
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum on Sept. 15, 1973, as a 

sophomore and a member of the Naval ROTC color guard. 
The Spirit of Troy played the national anthem and afterward 
I scurried to change clothes and meet up with friends in the 
stands as USC beat Arkansas in the home opener.

I remember being at a party at the start of my junior year, 
where I met a woman who was just starting her freshman 
year. She used her glasses like a headband, and I could see her 
smile gleaming from across the room. It was the Fall of 1974.

Years later, as the owner of two businesses, I would find 
myself in a position to provide guidance to others on the 
importance of memory. Or, rather, on the importance of 
intentionally passing on to others those critical facets of our 
experiences that make us who we are.

As a wealth manager I have principally worked with pro-
fessionals and other entrepreneurs. I have found that these 
people, on the whole, are so invested in their work that of-
tentimes other parts of their lives are out of balance. 

In addition, parents are often particularly troubled to learn 
that their children — who have frequently been born into 
better circumstances than they themselves had experienced 
— don’t understand their family stories or beliefs, or how 
hard their parents had worked to provide such a life for them.

To these professionals, the initials they wore — like 
MBA, M.D. or J.D. — mattered a lot less than the smile 
on their child’s face when they came home from work. To 
these people, the material goods they had accumulated could 
not compare to the values that had guided them through 
good times and bad. 

That was how it worked for my family as well. The beauti-
ful woman I met at that campus party in the Fall of 1974, 
Jane, would become my wife and partner in raising our three 
children. We, too, have faced the daunting specter of the loss 
of memory, as we each lost our parents.

But today we have great hope that those things that mat-
tered most in our lives will be communicated in a compre-
hensible and direct way to our children, and our children’s 
eventual children. We believe this hope is reasonable because 
we have committed to paper a statement of our heritage — 
our story, who we are, where we come from, what we believe, 
and why we believe it, as well as what we hope to see in the 
future for our family. 

This basic idea — that it is important for a person to take 
the time to share his or her perspective on what it means 
to be alive, while they still can — formed the basis for the 
novel I co-wrote about the measure of a good life. It was the 
most interesting and profoundly fulfilling work I have been 
privileged to do in my life.

Our life lessons and experiences mold us into who we are 
and what we become. Don’t take it for granted that your 
family and loved ones know your story. Share yours now 
with those who matter to you.

Cameron M. Thornton ’76 is co-author with Rod Zeeb of the novel 
What Matters (Heritage Institute Press, 2011). Thornton graduated 
from USC Dornsife with a bachelor’s in psychology and later earned 
his MBA from the University of La Verne. He is currently a wealth 
manager with Cameron Thornton Associates, a registered investment 
advisory and financial consulting firm.

Your Greatest Legacy
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please call or email: 
USC Office of Gift Planning 
(213) 740-2682 
plannedgiving@usc.edu 
www.usc.edu/plannedgiving

the 
campaign
for the
University 
of Southern
California
FA S  R E G N A  T R O JA E

USc gift annUity RateS*

  one Life

 AGE RATE

 60 4.4%

 65 4.7%

 70 5.1%

 75 5.8%

 80 6.8%

 90+ 9.0%

*  Sample of current single-life rates as of 
01/01/12. USC utilizes the annuity rate 
structure published by the American 
Council on Gift Annuities. 

for more information on gift annuity 
rates, please contact USc’s office of 
gift planning.
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