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Looking back at this year, if we had to pick one word to describe it that word would be 

“change.” Change happened in our personal lives with new jobs, a new program, a mar-

riage, a baby, and for our Nation with the election of President Obama. One of our favor-

ite changes that our President has brought about is the awakening of the idea of commu-

nity service. It feels almost as if he has given us permission to take action to change what 

we see needs to be changed. But all of you did not wait for his permission. You all made 

the decision on your own to make a significant difference in our program and in the lives 

of our students at Vermont, 32nd Street, Foshay, Norwood and Weemes. It has been 

such an amazing year. We are so lucky to have worked with the best and most commit-

ted students at USC. Thank you for being part of the solution.  

“I’m asking you to believe. Not just in my ability to bring about real change in Washing-

ton…I’m asking you to believe in yours.” – Barack Obama 
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Inside This Issue: 

Congrats Community Service Award Winners! 

The Extraordinary Community Service Award 

Lauren Middleton 

The Barbara Seaver Gardner Award 

Angela Vimuttinan 

The Grace Ford Salvatori Community Service Scholarship 

Nicole Sharma 



Office Dedication 
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The Office Staff 
Tina Koneazny 

Position:  JEP Associate Director Ad-
ministration & Educational Outreach 

Undergraduate Major:  
Elementary Education 

Dream Major: Children’s  
Literature 

 

Lauren Chianese 
Position:: Math/Science  

Director  
Undergraduate Major: History 

 Dream Major: Forensic Pathologist 

Nikki Sharma 
Position: Central Coordinator 

Undergraduate Major: 

 Public Management & Public Policy 

Dream Major: Expert Food Taster 

 

Kim Clayton 
Position: Literacy Director 

Undergraduate Major: Sociology 

Dream Major: Writer for Vegas.com 

(exploring Vegas for others)  

Angela Vimuttinan Casey McAlduff 

Caitlin Fitzgerald 

Actual Major: History & Art History 
Dream Major:  Making the world a better place 

 
“Readers has given me the chance to work alongside 

amazing individuals who are just as committed to edu-
cating our youth as I am. Even if my peers don't plan 

to have careers within the field of education, it has been 
heartening to see that they understand how important 
education is as a key to success. I will miss my fellow 
Readers and our students immensely but I know that 

the program will only get better from here.” 

Committed, Spectacular, Passionate 

Actual Major: Creative Writing & Spanish 
Dream Major:  International Literature 

 
“A lot of people talk about how when you return 

from studying abroad, its easy to feel uncomfort-

able being back in your daily, university life. For-

tunately for me, I had JEP and Norwood to come 

back to, two pillars for me in Los Angeles that 

have always made me feel like I am back at home.” 

Driven, Dynamic, Creative 

Actual Major: Education 
Dream Major: Picnics at the Beach with a minor in  

Frozen Yogurt Studies 
 

“I have had the opportunity to be involved with Reader-
Plus in a variety of ways: as a tutor, a site coordinator, 
and finally as a part of the central office staff. Through 

my four years with this amazing organization, I have been 
able to become involved with the local community while 
gaining experience working in schools with both teachers 
and students. I value the experiences I've had with Readers 

so much and I'll carry them with me after I graduate!” 

Intelligent, Thoughtful, Master of Excel  

“A teacher affects 

eternity; he can 

never tell where 

his influence 

stops.” 

- Henry B. 

Adams 

“Nine tenths of 

education is 

encouragement.” 

 

-Anatole France 



Afterschool Program Update 

Congrats to USC Readers Afterschool Graduates! 

During Art week, students 

made mosaics and painted 

their own rendition of Vin-

cent Van Gogh’s famous art 

piece “Starry Night,” and we 

read stories about important 

historical figures during Afri-

can American History week. 

As a collective class, after-

school students came to-

gether to contribute to the 

Relay for Life American 

Cancer Society Fundraiser. 

By making and selling hand-

crafted ribbon pins for dona-

tions, the students raised 

over $50 dollars for the or-

ganization. The kids truly 

enjoyed this community ser-

vice project and together, we 

realized that we could make 

a tangible, significant differ-

ence in our world! 

This semester at 32nd street, 

the USC Readers have 

worked hard to provide new 

and exciting activities for our 

afterschool program! In addi-

tion to a Sports and Nutri-

tion week (led by the USC 

Tennis team), students par-

ticipated in a  Comedy work-

shop led by USC’s very own 

improvisation troupes, Sec-

ond Nature and Merry Men. 

We want to congratulate the following 5th  grade students 

Keep up the good work! 

Cesar Alvarenga, Lilly Gonzalez & Sergio Sorto 

Awards 

Marysol Valle: 

The “Goosebumps” 

Award-for always 

entertaining the kids 

attention with a scary 

story! 

Sam Shon: 

The “National 

Geographic Snapshot” 

Award– for always 

taking amazing 

pictures of the kids in 

their natural state of 

silliness! 

Beca Corleto 

The “Writing Woman” 

Award– for being a 

great staff meeting 

secretary! 

Stacey Chiu 

The “Dependability” 

Award– for always 

being there to help! 

Such a trouper! 
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32nd Street 

Elementary School 

 

 

Coordinator: Erica Edwards Assistant: Jacqueline Tobin 



success, through educational as 

well as extracurricular enrich-

ment activities. After some 

difficulty with behavior prob-

lems, we transformed our pro-

gram this semester and focused 

on conflict resolution and 

peacemaking. As a class, each 

student contributed to the 

creation of a Peace Corner — a 

The Afterschool Program at 

Norwood focuses on edu-

cating students to meet or 

exceed the state standards in 

literacy and math while also 

inspiring in them a love for 

learning. We dedicate our-

selves to finding creative 

ways to enhance their learn-

ing experiences and ensure 

safe space for students to read 

and feel comfortable learning. 

The students have responded 

very well to the Peace Corner 

and seem to appreciate having 

a special place where they have 

the ability to develop their 

own intellectual curiosity and 

gain confidence without any 

outside distractions. 

Bringing Peace to our Afterschool program 

A Message from an Assistant Coordinator to Coordinator 

Randi Thompson’s passion for teaching and her love for education have created a vision that has 

transformed the program, which has been reflected by the significant student progress at Nor-

wood. Randi is the type of person who always works with intention and never backs down, 

even when presented with the most difficult obstacles. She has been able to find an amazing bal-

ance between being a boss and a compassionate friend to all of the Readers on her staff, and I 

know I am  not alone when I say that her passion, dedication, and overall zest for life have not 

only impacted the students at Norwood, but have also influenced each and every one of us. On 

a personal level, Randi has inspired me to make a difference in the world. We will miss her 

when she graduates this year and leaves Norwood, but, fortunately, she will be nearby the next 

couple years, teaching science in Los Angeles through Teach for America. The lessons she has 

taught us and the inspiration she has given us will remain with USC Readers Plus for many 

years after she is gone.   - Chelsea Snyder 
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NORWOOD ELEMENTARY 

C oo rd in a to r :  R a n d i  T h o mp s o n  A s s i s t an t :  C h e l s ea  S n yd er  Legacy Coordinator 

Casey Mcalduff 



As a family, we are always there for 
each other, be it seriously helping each 

other implement lesson plans and 
academic skills or seriously having 
fun. Fight On, Lions. Each Reader 

and student counts!  

Meet the Weemes Family! 
We come from all over, within and outside of California. We become 
one, with one goal to positively impact the kids we work with.  
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Weemes Elementary 
 

 

C O O R D I N A T O R :  A G N E S  T A N G  A S S I S T A N T :  K A R O L Y N  S A N C H E Z  

A Message from Karolyn to Agnes 

You have been a great Coordinator this semester. You 

have done a good job adapting quickly to the 

leadership role and being on top of things 100% of the 

time! Weemes is lucky to have had you these last four 

years, and we will be sad to see you leave. 

Congratulations on all of your accomplishments thus 

far! I know you will continue to excel in the future. 



We have been having a WONDERFUL semester at Foshay this spring! Our staff may be 

small, but they have proved to be a mighty force this semester! We had 10 returning staff 

members (WOW!) and 2 new readers. We have been having a very social year too, with 

trips to El Cholo, Ground Zero, and Brooke’s apartment. Our tutors have been busy bees, 

with over 23 students being tutored. Our afterschool program has been a huge hit this 

semester as well, with a total of 30 kids!  

Greetings from Foshay! 
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Foshay Elementary 
 

Assistant: Brooke 

Beverage 

Coordinator:  Lauren 

Middleton 

Senior  

Spotlight: 

 

Nancy Godoy 

Nancy has been 

with Foshay for 2 

semesters. She is a 

Sociology and Busi-

ness Administration 

major, and is the 

fearless leader of 

the Orange Team in 

Afterschool 

 

 

Paula Berg 

Paula has been with 

Readers for 3 years! 

She excels at tutor-

ing both in Reading 

and Math, makes 

amazing jewelry, 

and is headed into 

the world of Public 

Relations! 

Exciting Lessons! 

Interactive Journals: Have your students write to you about 

anything they want in a journal. Write back to them, encour-

aging what they said, asking questions, and using the spelled 

correctly words in your own letter. This encourages writing in 

a non-threatening way. 

- Lauren Middleton   

Matching Character Traits: After finishing a story, have your 
student match character traits for the different characters in 

the story. You can make this into a game, Do the activity 
outside with chalk, and expand it by having them pick which 

character they are most like and why. 

- Amanda Prince 

A Note for Lauren Middleton 
Lauren Middleton's dedication to USC Readers and devotion to developing the program at 

Foshay Learning Center is inspiring. She puts her heart and soul into everything she does at 

Foshay from organization behind the scenes, to being a great leader and role model to our 30 

wonderful kids at afterschool. Her presence at Foshay will be dearly missed, but her legacy 

will live on in the strong foundation she has worked so hard to establish.  

      -Brooke Beverage 



Vanessa has been an outstanding student in the After School 

Program. She has always been a team player, contributing 

original ideas when the kids work together and always hav-

ing a positive spirit. She is such a bright student and her 

hard work allows her to excel in all her work. A girl who is 

truly 13 going on 30, she always keeps us entertained with 

her mature sense of humor and her funny anecdotes. She is 

such a pleasure to be around and we are looking forward to 

getting to work with her for one more year.  

Page 7 USC ReadersP lus 801 West  34th Street  

 

 C o o r d i n a t o r :  A n g e l a  V i m u t t i n a n  A s s i s t a n t :  D i a n a  C o l e m a n  

Vermont Elementary 
Great Job Vanessa Zamora! 

We will miss you Angela!We will miss you Angela!We will miss you Angela!We will miss you Angela!    

"Angela is an amazing supervisor. She 

is always prepared and organized. 

But most importantly she is passionate 

about her job, and she is patient 

and kind. I will miss her next year."  

-Hestia 

"I've had the great honor to work with Angela for all 

three years that I've spent in the program and I simply 

can't imagine it without her. When I first started as a 

freshman, she was an amazing resource for me to help 

get acclimated with the site and to learn the ins and outs 

of the program. As an Assistant Coordinator and as a 

Coordinator, she has steered this program towards such 

great successes by providing resources to help mentors 

connect with the students, by being the steady constant 

that gets things done and keeps our site moving, and by 

always bringing a positive attitude into After School and 

staff meetings. Through her hard work and dedication to 

the program, the mentors, and the students, everyone 

can see how much Angela really cares about the success 

of the students, not just during their time in our pro-

gram, but also afterward; that kind of attitude is what 

USCReaders is all about. All of us, myself especially, are 

going to miss her so much after she graduates, but I 

know she has great things in her future, and I can't wait 

to hear about all the successes she goes on to accomplish.           

-Diana Coleman 

"The whole time I've worked with 

Angela, I've never seen anything but 

100% effort and a totally positive 

attitude. She's a wonderful role model for 

all USC Readers, not to mention the kids 

we work with! She is always willing to 

help with any request, no matter how big 

or small. She always does an amazing job 

of rallying the troops for Relay for Life, 

and she balances everything else on her 

plate seamlessly. Angela's got a huge 

heart and that's why I love her!"  

-Whitney 

"Angela puts in so much of her time and 

resources so that everyone around her can 

have an easier time. Her quiet leadership 

is something you can't help but admire. 

She is one of those people who doesn't 

make a lot of noise (literally and figura-

tively) but will be instantly missed once 

she's gone." -Lauren 



The 3
rd

 annual International Reading Festival co-hosted by USCReadersPlus and Project Books 

and Blankies took place at Founders Park on Saturday, April 18th, 2009 from 9am-12pm. 

Local students from 32
nd

 Street, Foshay, Norwood, Vermont, and Weemes traveled the 

world in a span of three short hours by listening to folk tales from Africa, Asia, Australia, 

Europe, and Latin America. Students were also able to participate in hands-on foreign lan-

guage, reading, mathematics, and quilting activities.  

International Reading Festival 
April 18, 2009 

9am– 12pm 

Sample Dishes 

Crepes 

(French) 

 

 

Spring Rolls 

(Chinese) 

 

 

Kiwis 

(Australian) 

 

 

Alfajores 

(Peruvian) 

The addition of a new “tasting” sta-

tion, made possible with the gener-

ous support of the Francophone Re-

search and Resource Institute, 

proved to be a resounding hit. The 

old and new elements blended to-

gether to make this year’s festival 

the best one yet. Thank you to all of 

the volunteers who worked so hard 

to put this wonderful event together. 

We look forward to seeing you next 

year!  


