
Highlights  1



2

Faculty Recognition



Highlights  1

Highlights
2011–12



2
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 This issue of USC 
Dornsife Highlights 

focuses on some of the 
outstanding achievements 
of our faculty, students, 
staff and alumni during 
the 2011–12 academic year. 
Many of these achieve-
ments were celebrated and 
acknowledged as they oc-
curred, but we better appre-

ciate the strength and vitality of our community if we take 
the time to collect and share this information annually.

Last year USC Dornsife’s faculty, students, staff and alumni 
once again distinguished themselves in many ways: receiving 
prestigious awards and accolades, producing important orig-
inal scholarship, making groundbreaking scientific discov-
eries, obtaining additional support for exciting research ini-
tiatives, creating new centers of study, developing innovative 
academic programs, and promoting community outreach.

It is not possible in this type of publication to express all 
of these many and varied accomplishments. For additional 
examples and ongoing updates, please visit USC Dornsife’s 
Web site at dornsife.usc.edu, which acknowledges and honors 
in articles, images and videos our community’s numerous 
compelling stories.

Steve Kay
Dean, USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences
Anna H. Bing Dean’s Chair
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faculty Recognition

Don aRnolD (biological sciences) received the McKnight 
Award for Technological Innovation in Neuroscience from 
the McKnight Foundation.

yeHuDa Ben-Zion (earth sciences) became president 
of the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics’ 
Mathematical Geophysics Committee.

lauRie BRanD, Robert Grandford Wright Professor and 
professor of international relations, received a Rockefeller 
Foundation Bellagio Center residency award.

RicHaRD BRutcHey (chemistry) was named a 2012 
Emerging Investigator by ChemComm, a publication of 
the Royal Society of Chemistry. He was also was fea-
tured in a special issue of Dalton Transactions, “New 
Talent: Americas.”

Manuel caStellS, University Professor, Wallis Annen-
berg Chair of Communication Technology and Society, 
and professor of communication, sociology, planning, 
and international relations, was awarded Norway’s 2012 
Holberg International Memorial Prize.

KaRl cHRiSte (chemistry) received the 2011 Richard C. 
Tolman Award from the American Chemical Society’s South-
ern California Section.

antonio DaMaSio, University Professor, David Dornsife 
Professor of Neuroscience and director of the USC Brain 
and Creativity Institute, received a CORINE International 
Book Award in the Future Award category for his book Self 
Comes to Mind: Constructing the Conscious Brain (Pan-
theon, 2012). He also received the Doctor Honoris Causa 
degree from the University of Coimbra in Portugal.

KelVin J. a. DaVieS, James E. Birren Chair in Ger-
ontology and professor of gerontology and biological 
sciences, was named a chevalier, or knight, in the Ordre 
National de Mérite by the French Ministry of Education. 
He also won the Biennial Award from the European Soci-
ety for Free Radical Research.

Dion DicKMan (biological sciences) received a 2012 
New Scholar Award in Aging from the Ellison Medical  
Foundation.

SuSan fRieDlanDeR, professor of mathematics and 
director of the Center for Applied Mathematical Sciences, 
was elected a fellow of the Society for Industrial and 
Applied Mathematics.
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Faculty Recognition

louiS golDStein (linguistics) was elected a fellow of 
the linguistic Society of America.

cHRiStian gRoSe (political science) received the 
American Political Science Association’s award for the 
Best Book on Race, Ethnicity and Representation for his 
book Congress in Black and White: Race and Repre-
sentation in Washington and at Home (Cambridge 
University Press, 2011).

ange-MaRie HancocK (political science and gender 
studies) was elected to the executive council of the  
American Political Science Association.

SHeRMan JacKSon, King Faisal Chair in Islamic 
Thought and Culture, and professor of religion and Ameri-
can studies and ethnicity, was named for the second time 
among the world’s 500 most influential Muslims by The 
Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Centre.

tHoMaS JoRDan, University Professor, W.M. Keck 
Foundation Chair in Geological Sciences, professor of earth 
sciences, and director the Southern California Earthquake 
Center, received the American Geosciences Institute Award 
for Outstanding Contribution to Public Understanding of the 
Geosciences.

anna KRyloV (chemistry) received the American 
Chemical Society’s Physical Chemistry Award in Theoreti-
cal Chemistry and the Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Research 
Award from the Humboldt Foundation. She was also 
elected a fellow of the American Physical Society.

lon KuRaSHige (history, and American studies and  
ethnicity) was awarded the Social Science Research  
Council’s Abe Fellowship.  

SteVen laMy, vice dean for academic programs and 
professor of international relations, received the 2012 Out-
standing Higher Education History-Social Studies Teacher 
Award from the California Council for the Social Studies.

aDaM leVentHal (preventive medicine and psychol-
ogy) received the 2012 Judy K. Black Early Career Research 
Award from the American Academy of Health Behavior. 
He also received the 2012 Young Psychopharmacologist 
Award from the American Psychological Association’s divi-
sion of psychopharmacology and substance abuse.

MaRia-elena MaRtineZ (history, and American 
studies and ethnicity) received a Fulbright award.

cHaRleS e. McKenna, professor of chemistry and 
vice dean for natural sciences, was named a chevalier, 
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or knight, in the Ordre des Palmes Academiques by the 
French Ministry of Education. This distinction recognizes 
eminent personalities who have contributed significantly 
to the development of relationships with France in 
culture, science and/or education. He was also invited 
as a plenary lecturer at the International Conference in 
Phosphorus Chemistry in Rotterdam, Holland.

MicHael MeSSneR (sociology and gender studies) re-
ceived the American Sociological Association’s 2011 Jessie 
Bernard Award for his contribution to feminist teaching. 

BRigHDe MullinS, director of the Master of Profes-
sional Writing Program and professor of the practice of 
Writing, was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship for her 
work as a playwright.

caRol MuSKe-DuKeS, professor of English and creative 
writing, and former California Poet laureate, received the 
2012 Barnes & Noble Writers for Writers Award, which cel-
ebrates authors who have given generously to other writers 
or to the broader literary community. 

SRi naRayan (chemistry) was elected a fellow of The 
Electrochemical Society.

geoRge olaH, Distinguished Professor of Chemistry 
and Chemical Engineering and Materials Science, Donald 
P. and Katherine B. loker Chair in Organic Chemistry, 
founding director of the USC loker Hydrocarbon Re-
search Institute, and Nobel laureate, received Hungary’s 
Széchenyi-nagydíj Grand Prize, the country’s highest prize 
for academic achievement affecting all of humanity.

RHacel SalaZaR PaRReñaS, professor of sociology 
and gender studies, and chair of sociology, was awarded 
the 2012 American Sociological Association’s Distin-
guished Scholarly Book Award in the Area of labor or 
labor Movements for her book Illicit Flirtations: Labor, 
Migration and Sex Trafficking in Tokyo (Stanford Univer-
sity Press, 2011).

Manuel PaStoR, professor of American studies and 
ethnicity, and director of the Center for the Study of 
Immigrant Integration and the Program for Environ-
mental and Regional Equity, received the 2012 Wally 
Marks Changemaker Award from the liberty Hill Foun-
dation. He also received the 2012 loving Civil Rights 
Award from Connecticut Fair Housing.

elena PieRPaoli (physics and astronomy) is part of a 
team that received a NASA Group Achievement Honor 
Award for their work on the Herschel & Planck Projects.
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Faculty Recognition

g.K. SuRya PRaKaSH, George A. and Judith A. 
Olah Nobel laureate Chair in Hydrocarbon Chemistry, 
professor of chemistry, and director of the USC loker 
Hydrocarbon Research Institute, was elected a fellow 
of the European Academy of Sciences.

MattHeW PRatt (chemistry and biological sciences) 
received the Damon Runyon-Rachleff Innovation Award 
from the Damon Runyon Cancer Research Foundation. 

caRol PReScott (psychology) was elected president 
of the Behavior Genetics Association.

lauRa PuliDo (American studies and ethnicity) was 
awarded the 2012 Presidential Achievement Award by 
the Association of American Geographers.

MaRK RicHaRD (Master of Professional Writing) won 
a Pushcart Prize for his memoir House of Prayer No. 2: A 
Writer’s Journey Home (Nan A. Talese, 2011).

HuBeRt SaleuR (physics and astronomy) was 
awarded the Medaille d’Argent by the French National 
Center for Scientific Research. He also received a Jour-
nal of Physics Best Paper Prize 2011.

geoRge SancHeZ, vice dean for diversity and stra-
tegic initiatives, professor of American studies and 
ethnicity and history, and director of the Center for Di-
versity and Democracy, received the 2012 Martin Ridge 
Award for Excellence in Historical Research and Writing 
from the Historical Society of Southern California.

HilaRy ScHoR (English, comparative literature, gen-
der studies and law) was awarded a Radcliffe Fellowship.

VaneSSa ScHWaRtZ (history) was selected as a 
Getty Scholar at the Getty Research Institute.

laRRy SWanSon, University Professor, Milo Don 
and lucille Appleman Professor of Biological Sciences, 
and professor of biological sciences, neurology and 
psychology, was elected president-elect of the Society 
for Neuroscience.

SuSuMu taKaHaSHi (chemistry, and physics and 
astronomy) was named a 2012 Searle Scholar. 

aleXanDeR taRtaKoVSKy (mathematics) received 
an Institute of Mathematical Statistics Fellowship.

VeRonica teRRiQueZ (sociology) was awarded the 
2012 American Sociological Association Distinguished 
Research - Best Article Award in the Area of latino 
Sociology for her article, “Schools for Democracy:  
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labor Union Participation and the School-Based Civic 
Engagement of latino Immigrant Parents” (American 
Sociological Review, 2011).

RicHaRD tHoMPSon, University Professor Emeritus 
and William M. Keck Chair Emeritus in Psychology and 
Biological Sciences, received the Pavlovian Society’s 
Gantt Medal.

BoSco tJan (psychology) was appointed to the Na-
tional Eye Institute’s low Vision and Blindness Rehabili-
tation planning panel.

JoHn toWeR (biological sciences) was elected a fellow 
of the Gerontological Society of America.

MicHael WateRMan, University Professor, USC Associ-
ates Chair in Natural Sciences, professor of biological sci-
ences, mathematics and computer science, was elected 
to the National Academy of Engineering. 

Duncan WilliaMS, associate professor of religion and 
director of the School of Religion and the Center for Japa-
nese Religions and Culture, was awarded a commendation 
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan for deepening 
the bilateral U.S.-Japan relationship and mutual under-
standing between the people of Japan and the U.S.

WenDy WooD, Provost Professor of Psychology and 
Business and vice dean for social sciences, received the 
Journal of Consumer Psychology’s Best Paper of the Year 
Award for her article, “The Habitual Consumer.”

Paolo ZanaRDi (physics and astronomy) was elected a 
fellow of the American Physical Society.

Donal ManaHan, professor of biological sciences and 
vice dean for students; antHony MicHaelS, profes-
sor of biological sciences; and MatHeW MccuBBinS, 
Provost Professor of Business, law and Political Economy, 
were elected fellows of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science.

RoBeRt guRalnicK, JaSon fulMan and Ko HonDa 
(mathematics) received Simons Foundation Fellowships.

antonio DaMaSio, University Professor, David Dornsife 
Professor of Neuroscience and director of the USC Brain 
and Creativity Institute (BCI), and Hanna DaMaSio, 
University Professor, Dana Dornsife Professor of Neuro-
science and co-director of the BCI, received honorary 
doctorates from the École Polytechnique Fédérale de 
lausanne, Switzerland.
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SelecteD gRantS aWaRDeD

lauRa BaKeR (psychology) was awarded a $733,360 
grant from the National Institute of Mental Health for  
“Development of Externalizing Behavior Problems: 
Gene-Environment Interplay.”

Dani ByRD, professor of linguistics and vice dean for 
institutional affairs, was awarded a $549,459 grant from 
National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication 
Disorders for “Speech Prosody and Articulatory Dynamics 
in Spoken language.”

DaViD caRon (biological sciences) was awarded a $1.29 
million grant from the Gordon and Betty Moore Founda-
tion for “Comparative Functional Analyses of Mixotrophy 
among Microbial Eukaryotes.”

lin cHen (biological sciences and chemistry) was 
awarded a $615,600 grant from the National Institute of 
General Medical Sciences for “Structural and Functional 
Versatility of NFAT.”

linDa Duguay, director of the USC Sea Grant program 
and research associate professor of biological sciences, 
was awarded a nearly $1 million grant from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

JeD fuHRMan, McCulloch-Crosby Chair in Marine Biology 
and professor of biological sciences, was awarded a $2.1 
million grant from the National Science Foundation for “Di-
mensions: Pattern and Process in Marine Bacterial, Archaeal 
and Protistan Biodiversity, and Effects of Human Impacts.”

JeSSe gRaHaM (psychology) was awarded a $398,838 
grant from the John Templeton Foundation for “The Vari-
eties of Moral Strength and Weakness: Using Value-Envi-
ronment Interactions to Reduce Moral Hypocrisy.”

DaViD HutcHinS (biological sciences) was awarded a 
$604,041 grant from the National Science Foundation for 
“Synergistic Effects of Iron, Carbon Dioxide and Tempera-
ture on the Fate of Nitrate.”

KennetH nealSon, Wrigley Chair in Environmental 
Studies and professor of earth sciences and biological 
sciences, was awarded a $651,033 grant from the U.S. 
Army Rdecom Acquisition Center for “Microbiology and 
Biodegeneration: Deep Ultraviolet.”
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PuBlicationS

DaViD a. HutcHinS (biological sciences) wrote “Ocean-
ography: Forecasting the Rain Ratio,” which appeared in 
the August 4, 2011, issue of Nature.

SuSuMu taKaHaSHi (chemistry and physics and 
astronomy) co-authored “Decoherence in Crystals of 
Quantum Molecular Magnets,” which appeared in the 
August 4, 2011, issue of Nature.

JoHn S. allen (USC Brain and Creativity Institute) co-au-
thored “Aging of the Cerebral Cortex Differs Between Humans 
and Chimpanzees,” which appeared in the August 9, 2011, 
issue of the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

JoHn f. HeiDelBeRg (biological sciences) co-authored 
“Activity of Abundant and Rare Bacteria in a Coastal 
Ocean,” which appeared in the August 2, 2011, issue of the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

gioRgio coRicelli (economics and psychology) co-au-
thored “Medical Prefrontal Cortex and Striatum Mediate 
the Influence of Social Comparison on the Decision Pro-
cess,” which appeared in the September 20, 2011, issue of 
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

aRieH WaRSHel, Distinguished Professor of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry, co-authored “Catalysis by Dihydro-
folate Reductase and Other Enzymes Arises from Elec-
trostatic Preorganization, Not Conformational Motions,” 
which appeared in the August 23, 2011, issue of the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

anDReW y. gRacey (biological sciences) and doctoral 
candidate KWaSi M. connoR co-authored “Circadian 
Cycles Are the Dominant Transcriptional Rhythm in the 
Intertidal Mussel Mytilis Californianus,” which appeared 
in the September 20, 2011, issue of the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences. 

cHaRleS e. McKenna, professor of chemistry and vice 
dean for natural sciences, co-authored “Binary Com-
plex Crystal Structure of DNA Polymerase Beta Reveals 
Multiple Conformations of the Templating 8-oxoguanine 
lesion,” which appeared in the January 3, 2012, issue of 
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

KaSPaR MeyeR (psychology and USC Brain and Cre-
ativity Institute) wrote “Another Remembered Present,” 
which appeared in the January 27, 2012, issue of Science.

aRieH WaRSHel, Distinguished Professor of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry, and research associate SPyRiDon 
VicatoS co-authored “Realistic Simulation of the  



Highlights  15

A
R

IE
H

 W
A

R
S

H
E

l



16

Publications

Activation Voltage-gated Ion Channels,” which appeared 
in the February 28, 2012, issue of the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences.

Doctoral candidate RoWan c. MaRtinDale (earth sci-
ences) and SaRaH e. gReene (Ph.D., geological studies, 
’11) co-authored “The Geological Record of Ocean Acidifica-
tion,” which appeared in the March 2, 2012, issue of Science.

Daniel a. liDaR (electrical engineering systems, 
chemistry, and physics and astronomy) co-authored 
“Decoherence-protected Quantum Gates For a Hybrid 
Solid-state Spin Register,” which appeared in the April 
5, 2012, issue of Nature.

geoRge a. olaH, Distinguished Professor of Chemistry 
and Chemical Engineering and Materials Science, Donald 
P. and Katherine B. loker Chair in Organic Chemistry, and 
founding director of the USC loker Hydrocarbon Research 
Institute; g. K. SuRya PRaKaSH, George A. and Judith 
A. Olah Nobel laureate Chair in Hydrocarbon Chemistry, 
professor of chemistry, and director of the USC loker Hydro-
carbon Research Institute; and golaM RaSul (chemistry), 
co-authored “Octohydriodo diborane (B2H8) and Its Proto-
nated Cations Containing Five-, Six-, and Seven- Coordinate 
Boron Atoms,” which appeared in the May 1, 2012, issue of 
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

MattHeW Dean (biological sciences), anDReW SMitH 
(biological sciences), and doctoral candidate fang fang 
(biological sciences) co-authored “Genomic landscape of 
Human Allele-specific DNA Methylation,” which appeared 
in the May 8, 2012, issue of the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences.

Biological sciences doctoral candidate ZHiJie “JacK” 
tSeng co-authored “locomotive Implication of a Pliocene 
Three-toed Horse Skeleton From Tibet and Its Paleo-altim-
etry Significance,” which appeared in the May 8, 2012, issue 
of the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

cHRiStoBeR BoeHM (biological sciences and anthro-
pology) wrote “Ancestral Hierarchy and Conflict,” which 
appeared in the May 18, 2012, issue of Science.

WenDy WooD, Provost Professor of Psychology and 
Business and vice dean for social sciences, wrote “On Ruts 
and Getting Out of Them” a review of the book The Power of 
Habit, which appeared in the May 25, 2012, issue of Science. 

SiMon taVaRÉ, George and louise Kawamoto Chair in 
Biological Sciences and professor (research) of biological sci-
ences, co-authored “The Genomic and Transcriptomic Archi-
tecture of 2,000 Breast Tumours Reveals Novel Subgroups,” 
which appeared in the June 21, 2012, issue of Nature.
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faculty BooKS

MicHael a. aRBiB (University Professor, Fletcher Jones 
Chair in Computer Science, and professor of computer 
science, biological sciences and psychology), How the 
Brain Got Language: The Mirror System Hypothesis  
(Oxford University Press)

JeB BaRneS (political science), Dust-up: Asbestos 
Litigation and the Failure of Commonsense Policy Reform 
(Georgetown University Press)

cHRiStoPHeR BoeHM (biological sciences and anthro-
pology), Moral Origins: The Evolution of Virtue, Altruism 
and Shame (Basic Books)

tRinie Dalton (English), Baby Geisha (Two Dollar Radio)

JoSePH a. Dane (English), What Is a Book?: The Study of 
Early Printed Books (University of Notre Dame Press)

PeRciVal eVeRett (Distinguished Professor of English), 
Assumption: A Novel (Graywolf Press)

HoWaRD gillMan (political science, history, and law, 
and former dean of USC Dornsife), American Constitu-
tionalism: Volume I: Structures of Government (Oxford 
University Press)

J. JacK HalBeRStaM (American studies and ethnicity, 
gender studies and comparative literature), The Queer Art 
of Failure (Duke University Press)

DeBoRaH HaRKneSS (History), Shadow of Night 
(Viking Adult)

JacQueS HyManS (international relations), Achieving 
Nuclear Ambitions: Scientists, Politicians and Proliferation 
(Cambridge University Press)

SHeRMan JacKSon (King Faisal Chair in Islamic 
Thought and Culture, and professor of religion and Ameri-
can studiesand ethnicity), Sufism for Non-Sufis?: Ibn ‘Ata’ 
Allah al-Sakandari’s Taj al-’Arus (Oxford University Press)

Dana JoHnSon (English), Elsewhere, California  
(Counterpoint)

Mg loRD (Master of Professional Writing Program), The 
Accidental Feminist: How Elizabeth Taylor Raised Our  
Consciousness (Bloomsbury Publishing)

cecil “cHiP” MuRRay (John R. Tansey Chair of Chris-
tian Ethics and professor of religion), Twice Tested by Fire: 
A Memoir of Faith and Service (Figueroa Press)
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Faculty Books

 

Julie nacK ngue (French), Critical Conditions: Illness 
and Disability in Francophone African and Caribbean 
Women’s Writing (lexington Books)

RHacel SalaZaR PaRReñaS, professor of sociology 
and gender studies, and chair of sociology, Illicit  
Flirtations: Labor, Migration, and Sex Trafficking in Tokyo 
(Stanford University Press)

Manuel PaStoR (American studies and ethnicity), Just 
Growth: Inclusion and Prosperity in America’s Metropolitan 
Regions (Routledge)

lauRa PuliDo (American studies and ethnicity), A 
People’s Guide to Los Angeles (University of California 
Press)

MaRK RicHaRD (Master of Professional Writing), House 
of Prayer No. 2: A Writer’s Journey Home (Nan A. Talese)

SteVen RoSS (history), Hollywood Left and Right: How 
Movie Stars Shaped American Politics (Oxford University 
Press)

geoRge SancHeZ (professor of American studies and 
ethnicity and history, and vice dean for diversity and 
strategic initiatives), Beyond Alliances: The Jewish Role in 
Reshaping the Racial Landscape of Southern California 
(Purdue University Press)

nayan SHaH, professor and chair of American studies 
and ethnicity, Stranger Intimacy: Contesting Race, Sexu-
ality and the Law in the North American West (University 
of California Press)

DaViD St. JoHn (English), The Auroras: New Poems 
(HarperCollins)

KaRen tongSon (English and gender studies),  
Relocations: Queer Suburban Imaginaries (NYU Press)

DaViD tReueR (English), Rez Life: An Indian’s Journey 
Through Reservation Life (Atlantic Monthly Press)

tHoMaS WaRD (anthropology), Gangsters Without 
Borders: An Ethnography of a Salvadoran Street Gang 
(Oxford University Press)
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StuDent anD aluMni acHieVeMentS

unDeRgRaDuate

gRaDuate
Fulbright Fellowship
Chateaubriand Fellowship
Boren Graduate Fellowship
Ford Foundation Diversity Fellowship
Japan Foundation Dissertation Fellowship
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship
United States Department of State Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs Critical language Scholarship

Fulbright Fellows (2008–12)

McNair Scholars (2008–12)

Harry S. Truman Scholar

Goldwater Scholar

Posse Scholars

Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholars

Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowships 
(2008–12)

26
87
1
1
6
7

27
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aluMni

MaRtin S. McDeRMut (B.A., economics, ’73) was ap-
pointed senior vice president, finance, and chief financial 
officer by Vitesse Semiconductor Corporation.

KeySHaWn JoHnSon (B.A., social sciences/history, 
’97), tina tHoMPSon (B.A., social science & communi-
cation/sociology, ’97) and Quincy WattS (B.A., social 
science and communication/communication ’94) were 
elected to the 10th class of USC’s Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Johnson, a former wide receiver, has played football for 
teams including the New York Jets and the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. Thompson has been a nine-time All-Star and 
All-WNBA performer in her 15 years playing basketball 
with the Houston Comets and the los Angeles Sparks. 
Watts won two gold medals at the Barcelona Olympics in 
400 meters and the 1,600-meter relay, and was ranked in 
the world Top 10 in the 400 for four consecutive years.

USC trustee Ray R. iRani (Ph.D., chemistry, ’57) and 
cHRiStine SHoeMaKeR (Ph.D., mathematics, ’71) were 
elected to the National Academy of Engineering — one 
of the highest professional distinctions accorded to an 
engineer. Irani is executive chairman of the Occidental  
petroleum Corp. and namesake of the university’s Ray R. 
Irani Hall. He was recognized for his leadership in the petro-
chemical industry and for processes for applications of 
particulate systems. Shoemaker, Joseph P. Ripley Professor 
of Engineering at Cornell University, was recognized for 
developing decision-making optimization algorithms for 
environmental and water resources problems.

cHRiStoPHeR coX (B.A., English and political science, 
’73), the former U.S. representative from Southern California 
and 28th chairman of the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC), was elected to the USC Board of Trust-
ees on Oct. 5, 2011. Cox currently is a partner at the interna-
tional law firm of Bingham McCutchen llP and president of 
Bingham Consulting llC.

Kelly g. PuRViS (B.A., political science, ’82) and 
JeffRey H. SMulyan (B.A., history and telecommu-
nications, ’69, JD ’72) were honored with Alumni Service 
Awards for their longtime volunteer efforts on behalf of 
USC at the 79th Annual USC Alumni Awards. Purvis is a 
member and past president of the Trojan league Associates 
of San Diego County, past president of the Association 
of Trojan leagues, and a member of the USC Associates. 
Smulyan serves as chairman of the board for Emmis Com-
munications, which he founded in 1980. The broadcasting 
company owns and operates 22 radio stations and seven 
publications including Los Angeles Magazine. He is a mem-
ber of the USC Board of Trustees and the USC Associates.
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acaDeMic PRogRaM innoVationS  
anD eXPanSionS

neW BacHeloR DegRee PRogRaMS
The bachelor of science in human biology degree is 
designed for students seeking a rigorous course of study 
in human anatomy, physiology, metabolism and/or human 
evolution in preparation for careers in medicine, physical 
therapy, dentistry, nursing, nutrition and human evolution. 

The bachelor of arts in human biology degree provides 
a more flexible option, allowing students to combine 
studies in human biology with other interests such as 
business, psychology, education and music.

The bachelor of arts in political economy degree 
explores the intersection of economics and politics in a 
domestic and global setting while providing background 
useful for government and private sector entry-level posi-
tions or preparation for graduate school.
 
neW MinoRS
The minor in archaeology affords students the opportu-
nity to explore a wide variety of ways in which the material 
remains of our common human past may be recovered, 
analyzed and interpreted.  

The minor in health care studies is a joint program of 
USC Dornsife and the Keck School of Medicine of USC that 
combines courses in the basic sciences with offerings that 
explore various aspects of the field of healthcare, as well 
as clinical and research opportunities. 

The minor in Korean studies is intended for students who 
are interested in the political, economic, social and cul-
tural changes of the area, and draws upon courses from 
departments across the social sciences, humanities and 
professional schools.

The minor in spatial sciences offers student an oppor-
tunity to examine some of the major environmental and 
health challenges of the 21st century through a spatial lens.

neW gRaDuate PRogRaM
The master’s in molecular genetics and biochemistry 
degree allows students to focus on research in molecular 
genetics, genomics, evolutionary biology,  cell and molec-
ular biology or biochemistry.

neW inteRnSHiP PRogRaM
The first USC Dornsife summer internship program com-
bined paid internships with a course focused on leader-
ship themes and mentorships with distinguished profes-
sionals to prepare students for the workforce.
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inStituteS anD centeRS

The uSc BRain anD cReatiVity inStitute (BCI),  
directed by Antonio Damasio, University Professor and 
David Dornsife Professor of Neuroscience, received a 
grant from the Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA) for “Culture-specific Neurobiological 
Models of the Influence of Narrative Framing Using Sacred 
Values.” BCI researchers also published research in  
Science, Cerebral Cortex, NeuroImage and Scholarpedia.

Katrina Edwards (biological sciences, earth sciences and 
environmental studies), director of the National Sci-
ence Foundation-funded centeR foR DaRK eneRgy 
BioSPHeRe inVeStigationS (c-DeBi), co-led an 
expedition to North Pond, a region of the deep seafloor in 
the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, to study microbes in the 
Earth below the ocean in order to learn more about the 
role these microbes play in shaping ocean chemistry and 
biology.  

The centeR foR JaPaneSe ReligionS anD cultuReS 
(CJRC), directed by Duncan Williams, associate profes-
sor of religion and director of the School of Religion, was 
established to promote the study of Japanese religions and 
culture at USC and in the broader intellectual community 
of Japan studies. CJRC is the first research center for Jap-
anese religions on the west coast of the United States, and 
only the second such center in the country.

The centeR foR Religion anD ciVic cultuRe 
(CRCC), directed by Donald Miller, leonard K. Firestone 
Professor of Religion, and professor of religion and sociol-
ogy, received two grants from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities totaling $305,000 to support the expan-
sion and development of the International Mission Pho-
tography Archive with the Digital library as well as video 
essays by scholars. CRCC also received a $500,000 grant 
from the California Endowment for the USC Cecil Murray 
Center for Community Engagement to train faith-based 
and community leaders in four neighborhoods/cities.

The centeR foR tHe StuDy of iMMigRant  
integRation (CSII), directed by Manuel Pastor (Amer-
ican studies and ethnicity) and Ange-Marie Hancock 
(political science and gender studies), received approx-
imately $400,000 in grant funding from the Carnegie 
Corporation, the Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund, and a 
USC Dornsife 2020 award. CSII also successfully planned 
a series of four community scholar events featuring ac-
ademics and community leaders on issues of immigrant 
integration. 

The Huntington-uSc inStitute on califoRnia anD 
tHe WeSt, directed by William Deverell, professor and 
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interim chair of history, received grants from the Rose Hills 
Foundation, the WHH Foundation and William Randolph 
Hearst III to support elementary and high school curric-
ular and educational projects centered around California 
and los Angeles history and literary conferences about 
California literature.

The KoRean StuDieS inStitute, directed by David 
Kang, professor of international relations and business, 
and director of the East Asian Studies Center, received a 
$500,000 challenge grant from the Korea Foundation to 
create the Korea Foundation Early Career Junior Profes-
sorship of Korean Social Science.

The PRogRaM foR enViRonMental anD Regional 
eQuity (PERE), directed by Manuel Pastor (American 
studies and ethnicity), received nearly $400,000 in 
grant funding from agencies including The California 
Endowment, the Institute for New Economic Thinking, the 
liberty Hill Foundation, and the Panta Rhea Foundation. 
PERE also organized the conference “From the Ashes: The 
1992 Civil Unrest and the Rise of Social Movement Orga-
nizing,” reflecting on the 20th anniversary of the 1992 civil 
unrest in los Angeles.

led by G. K. Surya Prakash, George A. and Judith A. Olah 
Nobel laureate Chair in Hydrocarbon Chemistry and 
professor of chemistry, and George A. Olah, Distinguished 
Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering and Ma-
terials Science, and Donald P. and Katherine B. loker Chair 
in Organic Chemistry, the uSc loKeR HyDRocaRBon 
ReSeaRcH inStitute continues its pioneering work on 
energy storage and energy carrier problems beyond fossil 
fuels with the support of grants from the Department of 
Energy Cooperative Research Program and the Advanced 
Research Projects Agency–Energy. Based on the chem-
istry and concepts developed at the institute, Carbon 
Recycling International Inc. in Iceland commissioned the 
George A. Olah Renewable Methanol Plant that produces 
five tons of methanol a day using carbon dioxide, water 
and inexpensive geothermal energy. 

The SoutHeRn califoRnia eaRtHQuaKe centeR 
(SCEC), directed by Thomas Jordan, University Professor 
and W.M. Keck Foundation Chair in Geological Sciences, 
received nearly $4.4 million in grant support from the 
National Science Foundation and U.S. Geological Survey 
for new community geodetic and stress models; special-
ized fault study areas; and coordination with earthquake 
engineers to validate ground motion simulations. SCEC’s 
Communication, Education, and Outreach program 
continued to expand its reach across the country and 
internationally as leader of the Great ShakeOut earth-
quake drills, for which associate director Mark Benthien 



Highlights  29

was named a “Champion of Change” by the White House 
in January 2012.

Dan Schnur, director of the JeSSe M. unRuH inSti-
tute of PoliticS, led the USC Dornsife/los Angeles 
Times Poll, a series of statewide public opinion polls of 
registered voters in California, designed to survey voter 
attitudes on a wide range of political, policy, social and 
cultural issues. Conducted at regular intervals throughout 
2011–12, the poll was cited more than 200 times in media 
outlets and helped to inform the public and to encourage 
discourse on key political and policy issues.

The uSc-Huntington eaRly MoDeRn StuDieS 
inStitute, directed by Peter Mancall, Andrew W. Mellon 
Professor of the Humanities, vice dean for the humanities, 
and professor of history and anthropology, received a 
$1.5 million challenge grant from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation to endow the institute’s directorship. The first 
book in the institute’s book program, Collecting Across 
Cultures: Material Exchanges in the Early Modern Atlantic 
World, was edited by Mancall and Daniela Bleichmar (art 
history and history) and published by the University of 
Pennsylvania Press.

uSc SHoaH founDation — tHe inStitute foR  
ViSual HiStoRy anD eDucation, directed by  
Stephen D. Smith, released IWitness Beta, a Web resource 
that the American Association of School librarians named 
one of the 2012 “Top 25 Web sites for Teaching and learn-
ing.” Designed to deepen understanding of 20th-century 
history and build 21st-century digital and media literacy 
skills, IWitness enables teachers and students 13 and 
older to interact with more than 1,000 testimonies of Ho-
locaust survivors and other witnesses. The institute also 
received a $1 million gift from the Koret Foundation and a 
$500,000 gift from the The Skirball Foundation.

The uSc WRigley inStitute foR enViRonMental 
StuDieS, directed by Dr. Roberta Marinelli, received a 
$300,000 grant from the U.S. National Science Founda-
tion to construct a research-oriented greenhouse at the 
USC Wrigley Marine Science Center on Catalina Island. 
Marinelli, in collaboration with Sergey Nuzhdin (biological 
sciences) and Paul Marjoram (Keck School of Medicine 
of USC), are leading an effort to unite scientists at the 
University Park campus, the USC Keck School, and the 
Natural History Museum of los Angeles County around 
the topic of biodiversity and the environment. Funded 
by the Office of the Vice President for Research and the 
USC Wrigley Institute, the initiative is intended broaden 
the portfolio of environmental science research through 
collaboration across disciplines.



30

Faculty Recognition



Highlights  31

coMMunity outReacH anD SeRVice

The BeHaVioRal eMPloyMent PRogRaM, founded 
by Stan Huey (psychology, and American studies and eth-
nicity), is a pilot intervention program that examines the 
relationship between employment and gang involvement 
with gang-affiliated youth in los Angeles.

The centeR foR actiVe leaRning in  inteRnational 
StuDieS, run by the School of International Relations, 
has built strong civic engagement programs that have 
taught 25,000 youths in grades 9–12 about world issues 
during the last 10 years.

The eDiSon cHallenge is a joint project of the USC 
Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies and Edison 
International. The Edison Challenge brings together teams 
of teachers and middle and high school students to create 
“hands-on” environmental studies projects.

The going foR tHe goal PRogRaM, led by faculty ad-
viser Margaret Gatz, professor of psychology, gerontology 
and preventive medicine, and chair of psychology, teaches 
life skills to adolescents through 10 workshops taught by 
USC undergraduate or graduate students to middle school 
students. 

Founded in 1972, the Joint eDucational PRoJect 
(JEP) offers USC students the opportunity to combine 
academic coursework with experiences in the community 
surrounding the campus. More than 70,000 students log-
ging more than 1 million service hours have participated in 
JEP since its inception. 

Partnering with Quiksilver, Inc. and the Quiksilver Founda-
tion, the USC Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies 
created the QuiKScience cHallenge, a competition 
for teams of middle school and high school students who 
create projects and portfolios on an ocean science sub-
ject. The competition is designed to spark student’s inter-
est in science and to develop their capacity for leadership.

The teacHing inteRnational RelationS PRogRaM,  
founded by Vice Dean for Academic Programs Steven 
lamy in 1993, has guided more than 2,500 USC students 
in international courses to teach in local high schools and 
serve as mentors.

The uSc centeR foR uRBan youtH, directed by Gayla 
Margolin (psychology), works to improve the lives of ur-
ban youths in myriad ways — from assessing and treating 
learning and behavioral problems to counseling victims of 
violence to addressing obesity. 



giVing to uSc DoRnSife

In 2011–12, USC Dornsife raised $61,573,630 million in cash 
and pledges. This year’s achievements were highlighted 
by the following gifts:

A gift of $1 million from an anonymous donor to establish 
the Dean Howard Gillman Fund, which will provide finan-
cial support to outstanding undergraduates who seek to 
engage in extracurricular academic research under the 
mentorship of USC Dornsife’s distinguished faculty.
 
A gift of $500,000 from Dana and Yossie Hollander to 
support the USC Shoah Foundation — The Institute for 
Visual History and Education’s IWitness, which presents 
1,000 testimonies from the USC Shoah Foundation’s Visual 
History Archive for guided student exploration and multi-
media projects. IWitness promotes deeper understanding 
of 20th-century history and development of 21st-century 
digital literacy skills for students ages 13-18.
 
A $500,000 challenge grant from the Korea Foundation 
to create the Korea Foundation Early Career Junior Profes-
sorship of Korean Social Science.
 
A $100,000 gift from George Davis to establish the 
George F. Davis Comparative literature Endowed  
Scholarship.

USC Dornsife Highlights is produced annually for the USC Dana 
and David Dornsife College of letters, Arts and Sciences by the 

USC Dornsife Office of Communication. This publication includes 
selected achievements from the 2011–12 academic year and is 

not intended as a complete list of accomplishments.  
For additional examples and ongoing updates, visit

dornsife.usc.edu
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