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National Sea Grant Program 
• Partnership Program

• Regional networks

• Locally-based infrastructure

Private Sector

States

300 partner 
Institutions



1966 Sea Grant Legislation
National Sea Grant College and Program Act of 1966
• Authorized establishment and operation of SG colleges/ program 
• Initiate and support programs of research, extension, education and 

communication
Research

EducationExtension

Administration



34 Sea Grant Programs in the U.S. 



The state of 
California has 2

Sea Grant Programs

📍Los Angeles

📍San Diego



Sea Grant Mission

• To provide integrated research, outreach and education 
to help Californians balance diverse coastal and marine 
interests and adapt to changing conditions and needs. 

• Sea Grant collaborates with local, state, tribal, regional, 
national and international partners.



National Sea Grant Strategic Focus Areas

*Climate change cuts across all Sea Grant focus area missions*

1. Healthy Coastal Ecosystems

2. Resilient Communities and Economies

3. Safe and Sustainable Seafood 

4. Environmental Literacy and Workforce Development
• Fellowships: Increase research & education opportunities for 

undergraduate and graduate students 



• Established in 1979 
• Provides unique educational experience to students interested in 

marine/ocean/Great Lakes resources and in the national policy 
decisions affecting those resources.

• One year paid (w/ USC healthcare coverage) fellowship in 
Washington D.C. 
• legislative (10 fellows) or executive (35 fellows)

• M.S., Ph.D., or J.D. students in marine or aquatic-related fields

• National competition
• Up to 6 nominees per state Sea Grant program

Knauss Fellowship



2023 Application Materials

• Curriculum Vitae/Resume (max two pages) 

• Personal education and career goal statement (max 1,500 words)

• Two letters of recommendation (one from Advisor)

• Undergraduate and graduate student transcripts (can be unofficial)

• Relevant coursework and future plans for spring, summer, fall 2022 
(one page single-spaced)

• *For applicants in a state not served by a Sea Grant Program, 
provide a written statement from the National Sea Grant Office



Evaluation Criteria



Personal education and career 
development response (55 pts)

1. Icebreaker (5 pts) - 2 prompts
2. Career Path and Objectives (25 pts) - 3 prompts; can combine 
3. Career Path Experience (25 pts) - 2 prompts



How to Apply Through USC Sea Grant

• All applications are submitted through USC Sea Grant’s online 
submission portal: eSeaGrant

• Contact Phyllis Grifman (grifman@usc.edu) for information or 
questions while applying for the fellowship

• For eSeaGrant questions while applying, please contact     
Leah Shore at lshore@usc.edu

https://usc.eseagrant.ecsion.com/index.php
mailto:grifman@usc.edu
mailto:lshore@usc.edu


USCSG eSeaGrant Website: https://usc.eseagrant.ecsion.com/index.php
• Create username and password

https://usc.eseagrant.ecsion.com/index.php


Current Tasks         Fellowship Applications  
2023 Knauss Fellowship         Add Fellowship Application



Complete All Sections and Submit
*8 required sections and 1 option section*





Once a request is sent, it will show up on the previous page. 
You have the ability to see the status of the reviewer and resend invite.

Perform this request twice, one for each of your letter writers. 



Knauss Fellowship Application Timeline
• February 18, 2022: Application Due to USCSG by 5 pm PT

• We recommend allowing 1-2 months time to complete the application

• March 2022: Sea Grant Interviews to select finalists
• April 1, 2022: Finalist applications from Sea Grant programs due to NSGO
• May 2022: Sea Grant Programs notified of finalist selections
• June 2022: Applicants notified of application status
• October 2022/January 2023: Placement Week (exact dates TBD); selected 

applicants will interview with potential hosts in Washington, DC
• February 1, 2023: Start of fellowship 



2022 Fellows Class
• Elliot Matthews, UC Santa Barbara

Placement: NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS); Office of Law 
Enforcement

• Nina Yang, University of Southern California
Placement: Office of Science and Technology Policy; Executive Office of the President

2021 Fellows Class
• Katherine Ball, Arizona State University

Placement: Department of Energy, Wind Energy Technologies Office

• Laura Ingulsrud, UC Santa Barbara
Placement: NOAA,NMFS, Office of Protected Resources 

• Shellby Johnson, UC Santa Barbara
Placement: NOAA,NMFS, Office of Protected Resources 

• Demetra Panos, CSU Northridge
Placement: US Fish & Wildlife Service, Headquarters, Ecological Services

Current and Recent USCSG Knauss Fellows



Current and Recent USCSG Knauss Fellows
2020 Fellows Class

• Rachel Hager, Utah State University
Placement: NOAA Office of Protected Resources

2019 Fellows Class
• Genie Bey, CSU Long Beach

Placement: NOAA Office of Education

• Andrea Daly, UC Santa Barbara
Placement: Legislative Branch, U.S. Representative Jared Huffman (CA)

• Madison Harris, UC Santa Barbara
Placement: NOAA/NMFS International Affairs and Seafood Inspection

• Larissa Lee, University of Arizona
Placement: NOAA/NMFS Office of Habitat Conservation, Restoration Center



Additional Application Resources

• 2023 Knauss Student Guide
• 2023 Knauss Fellowship Application 

Guide and Tips
• Knauss Fellowship Blog
• Knauss Alumni Stories
• NSGO Knauss Fellowship Webinar
• NSGO Knauss Office Hours:

December 8, 7-9 PM ET
December 16, 5-7 PM ET
January 18, 2-4 PM ET

https://seagrant.noaa.gov/Portals/0/Documents/Handouts/2023%20Sea%20Grant%20Knauss%20Marine%20Policy%20Fellowship_Student%20Guide_508.pdf
https://seagrant.noaa.gov/Portals/0/Documents/Handouts/Student%20Applicant%20Guide%20to%20Sea%20Grant%20Fellowships_508.pdf
https://seagrant.noaa.gov/knauss-blog
https://seagrant.noaa.gov/knauss-alumni
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iy7jMg4aHis


Other Fellowships  
• NOAA Coastal Management and Digital Coast Fellowships
• 2-year fellowship; Applications for both are due by January 21, 2022
• Open to U.S. students who will complete a master’s or other advanced degree at an 

accredited U.S. university between August 1, 2020, and July 31, 2022.

• National Marine Fisheries Office/ Sea Grant Joint Fellowship
• Joint fellowship in both (1) Population and Ecosystem Dynamics and (2) Marine 

Resource Economics
• Applications due by January 27, 2022 
• Open to Ph.D. students in a related field; up to 3 years of funding 

• California Sea Grant State Fellowship
• Fellowship in a CA state or federal agency to learn about implementation of marine 

policy in California; modeled after the Knauss Fellowship

• Applications due in summer
• Recently completed or near completion M.S., Ph.D., or J.D. students in a marine or 

aquatic-related field at CA universities are eligible

• For more information about the CASG State Fellowship, contact CA Sea Grant 
Program Coordinator: Nick Sadrpour at nsadrpour@usc.edu or 858-246-5269

https://coast.noaa.gov/fellowship/coastalmanagement.html
https://coast.noaa.gov/fellowship/digitalcoast.html
https://dornsife.usc.edu/uscseagrant/nmfs-sea-grant-graduate-fellowship/
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/california-sea-grant-state-fellowship
mailto:nsadrpour@usc.edu


Knauss Fellows Panel

Amalia AlmadaCharlotte Stevenson Madison Harris Larissa Lee

2016 Fellow

Executive Branch 
Placement: National 

Ocean Service (NOS) and 
the Policy and 

Constituent Affairs 
Division (PCAD)

2019 Fellow

Executive Branch 
Placement: NOAA 
National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
International Affairs and 

Seafood Inspection

2006 Fellow

Legislative Branch 
Placement: House of 

Representatives Natural 
Resources Committee, 

Subcommittee on 
Fisheries, Wildlife and 

Oceans

2019 Fellow

Executive Branch 
Placement: NOAA NMFS 

Office of Habitat 
Conservation, 

Restoration Center



Thank You!
For more information on the Knauss Fellowship:

dornsife.usc.edu/uscseagrant/knauss-fellowship/

To learn more about USC Sea Grant:
dornsife.usc.edu/uscseagrant/

For fellowship questions, contact:
Phyllis Grifman, USCSG Associate Director, at grifman@usc.edu

or
Amalia Almada, USCSG Science, Research & Policy Specialist, at 

amaliaal@usc.edu

https://dornsife.usc.edu/uscseagrant/knauss-fellowship/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/uscseagrant/
mailto:grifman@usc.edu
mailto:amaliaal@usc.edu


Stipend Example


