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“The Archive Arrives: Considerations in Resurrecting
Colonial Non-fiction Films”

How should colenial flim archives be read? How can historians and
ethnographers use colonial flim as a complement to conventional written
sources? Join us for a discussion of Sandeep Ray's "Cellulold Colony: Locating
History and Ethnography In Early Dutch Colonial Fllms of Indonesia” (NUS Press,
2021). The book uses the case of Dutch celonial fiims In Indonesia to show how a
critically-, historically- and cinematically-informed reading of colonial fiim in
the archive can be a powerful and unexpected source, and one more easily
accessible today via digitisation.

Sandeep Ray

is a writer, filmmaker and
historian. He is an Associate
Professor in the Department of
Media, Languages, and Cultures
at the University of Nottingham
Malaysia. His research
emphasizes connections
between media and history.
Sandeep has related interests in
non-fiction film; the novel;
memoirs; old media; the global
refugee crises; and
transnational approaches to
Asian Studies. Sandeep’s 2021
academic monograph, Celluloid
Colony, exploring ethnography
in Dutch propagandistic film in
colonial Indonesia was a finalist
for the EuroSEAS2022 Social
Science Book Award.
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