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2026 Pacific Graduate Conference for Korean Studies (PaCKS) 
 

October 1st - October 2nd 
Tutor Campus Center Rooms Franklin Rooms 350/351 

University of Southern California 
 

Agenda 
All times are in Pacific Standard Time (PST) 

 
Thursday, October 1st 
 
9:00 - 9:15 AM Registration and Morning Refreshments 
 
9:15 - 9:30 AM Welcoming Remarks 
 
9:30 - 10:50 AM Panel 1: Han Kang Across Borders: Memory and Reception 

• Tianyu Zhang (USC), “Memory of the Other: Traumatic Resonance 
across Post-War Democratic Movement in East Asia” 

• Yazi Zheng (Dartmouth), “Vision, Voice, and Touch: a Posthumanist 
Approach to History in Han Kang’s We Do Not Part” (virtual) 

Discussant: Sunyoung Park (USC) 
 
11:00 - 12:20 PM Panel 2: Listening to Korea: Identity and Solidarity 

• Seulbin Han (Ohio State), “The Call for Reunification in South Korea’s 
Liberation Space: Korean Popular Songs from 1945-1950” 

• Quinton Dotzert (U of Kansas), “Finding the Genealogy of Queer 
Community Building: From Yǒsǒng Gukgǔk to K-Pop”  

Discussant: Ethan Waddell (U of Colorado Boulder) 
 
12:30 - 1:20 PM Lunch Break 
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1:30 - 2:50 PM  Panel 3: Affective Forms: Female Agency Across Mediums 
• Jisu Ha (Seoul National U), “The Politics of Non-Marriage after the 

Feminism Reboot: Romance Fantasy Webtoons in South Korea” 
• Dayeon Jung (Princeton), “Good Girls and ool (鬱): 1990s South 

Korean Women's Fiction” 
• Do Hyeon Lim (Sungkyunkwan U), “Lee Hyori’s “10 Minutes” and the 

Making of a Korean Postfeminist “Sexiness” in the 2000s”  
Discussant: We Jung Yi (Vanderbilt U) 

 
3:30 - 5:30 PM Early Academic Career Professionalization Panel  
   Ahn Family House 
   809 W. 34th Los Angeles, CA 90089  

• We Jung Yi (Vanderbilt U) 
• Hae Seo Kim (Harvey Mudd) 
• Jeong-In Lee (USC) 

 
6:00 - 7:00 PM Dinner 
 
Friday, October 2nd 
 
9:30 - 10:00 AM Morning Refreshments 
 
10:00 - 11:20 AM Panel 4: Placing Korea: Sites and Spaces 

• Minji Kim  (USC), “Hawai‘i between Korea and Hollywood: The Rose of 
Sharon (1948) and Korean Americans in Color” 

• Kingsley Song (U of Wisconsin-Madison), “Constructing Islandness”: 
Jeju at the Crossroads of Empire” 

• Lina Hoshina (SOAS), “Communicating Social Memory at Historical 
Sites: Tourism Development in the 1960s South Korea” 

Discussant: Youjeong Oh (UT Austin) 
 
11:30 - 12:50 PM Panel 5: Transnational Korea: Social Science Approaches 

• Ewon Baik (USC), “The Consistency of Immigrants’ Political Beliefs 
Between Their Home versus Host Country” 

• Soseul Park (UCLA), “Playing Squid Game: Enhancing Korean 
Immigration Awareness in Yucatán via Global Popular Culture” 
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• Hyojeong Kim (Academy of Korean Studies), “The Termination of the 
Peace Corps in Korea and Korea-US Relations: Focused on the Diplomatic 
Documents Regarding Political Statements by Peace Corps Volunteers” 

Discussant: Tom Le (Pomona College) 
 
1:00 - 2:00 PM Lunch Break 
 
2:00 - 3:50 PM Panel 6: Recasting Tradition in Korean Political Identity  

• Jeongwoo Lee (IU Bloomington), “When Distant Sages Became Political 
Pressure: Mobilizing the Sinitic Canon in Joseon Political Remonstrance”  

• Ludovica Duchini (Columbia), “Tiger and Mt. Paektu Symbolism in 
Korean Nation-Building Narratives” 

• Liu Yang (Academy of Korean Studies), “The Modern Transmission of 
Confucian Rituals and Historical Identity of Local Festivals: A Case Study 
of the Baekje Cultural Festival in Buyeo, South Korea” (virtual) 

Discussant: Graeme Reynolds (USC) 
 
4:00 - 5:20 PM Panel 7: Unruly and Gendered: Bodies in Protest  

• Jinhee Kim (UCLA), “Protesting like a Sonyǒ’paen: Phenomen” 
• Senter Bi (Chinese U of HK), “Bodies that Refuse to Be Named: 

Rupture, Sensory Disruption, and Collective Becoming in 1970s Korean 
Performance Art” (virtual) 

• Muntaha Abed (Seoul National U), “Gendering Uprisings: South Korean 
and Palestinian Student Mobilization” (virtual) 

Discussant: Ray Kyooyung Ra (USC) 
 
5:30 - 6:00 PM Closing Remarks 
   Sunyoung Park (USC) 
 
7:00 - 8:00 PM Dinner 
   Thai by Trio 
   2700 S Figueroa St #101, Los Angeles, CA 90007 


