
 

 
 

 
Technoscience, Gender, and Cultural Transformations in Korea 

February 13-14 (Fri-Sat), 2026 
Rosen Family Screening Room (TCC 227), USC Parkside Campus 

 
 
February 13, Friday 
 
9:00-9:15 am Opening Remarks ǀ Sunyoung Park (Director, USC Korean Studies  
     Institute) 
9:15-9:30 am  Welcoming Remarks ǀ Doris Sung (Professor, USC School of   

   Architecture) 
 
9:30-10:00 am Keynote Speech  
Jinhee Park (Co-President of the Energy Transition Forum Korea and Professor of Science and 

Technology Studies at Dongguk University), “From Gender Equality to Inter-Species Equity: 
Review of Feminist Science and Technology Studies in South Korea” 

 
10:00-10:15 am Coffee Break 

 
10:15-12:05 am Panel I. Ethnographies of Care and Extraction 
Kim Yeonwha (Seoul National U), “Rethinking Care: From Peripheral Labor to Scientific 

Expertise” 
Kim Doyeon (SNU), “Doing Science as a Feminist: Young Women Scientists in Korea’s Post-

2015 Feminist Activism” 
Kim Yeeun (SNU), “Women Who Make AI See: An Ethnography of Data-Labeling Labor” 
Junhee Kwon (California State U Sacremento), “Listening to the Trees: Vernacular Science and 

Gendered Expertise in the Citrus Farming of Jeju” 
Discussant: Eleana Kim (UC Irvine) 

 
12:05-1:35 pm Lunch Break at the Ahn House 

1:35-3:05 pm Panel II. Entangled Practices: Citizen Science, AI Storytelling, and 
Sci-Art 

Lee Juwon (UC Irvine), “Knowing through Feeling: South Korean Citizen Science and the 
Gendered Politics of Knowing” 

Kang Namkyu (Sungkyunkwan U), “The Commercial Rise of Character AI Chatbots and the 
Genre Performance of Romance Fantasy AI: A Feminist Reading” 

Lim Yubeen (Duke U), “Medical Images and Anatomical Gazes in Contemporary Films by 
Korean Female Artists” 

Discussant: Michelle Cho (U of Toronto) 
  



3:05-3:20 pm Coffee Break 

3:20-5:10 pm Panel III. Queer Feminist Science Fiction: Technosymbiosis, Gender, 
and Liberation 
Kang Eunkyo (Stanford), “From Railway to Space Elevator: Technoscience, Gender, and South 

Korea’s Geopolitical Transformation” 
Bae Su Hyeon (Arizona State U), “Inhuman Motherhood: Femininity and Caregiving in Djuna’s 

Science Fiction” 
Christina Jang (UCLA), “Nonbinary Narratives: Trans Intelligibility and the Fiction of Cisness 

in Contemporary South Korean” 
Kim Hae Seo (UC Irvine; online), “South Korean Space Activism and Feminist Care for Outer 

Space” 
Discussant: Fiona Xu and Sunyoung Park (USC) 

 
6:00-8:00 pm Dinner at Thai by Trio 

 
 

February 14, Saturday 
 

9:00-10:30 am Panel IV. Challenging the Anthropocene through Speculative 
Feminism 

Yeon Namkyoung (Ewha Women’s U), “Technofeminism and Sympoetic Worlding in Kim Bo-
young’s SF” 

Pyo Yujin (Ewha), “Cyborg Feminism in 2020s Korean SF Visual Media” 
Laura Heys (Ewha), “The (Im)possibility of Human-Machine Translation and Symbiosis: Bora 

Chung’s ‘Goodbye, My Love’ and ‘One More Kiss, Dear.’” 
Discussant: Seoyeon Lee (USC) 

 
10:30-10:45 am Coffee Break 

 
10:45-12:15 pm Panel V. Technofeminist Critiques of Algorithmic and Media 

Cultures 
Choi Yeonjin (Sungkyunkwan U), “Streaming Media and the Logistics of the Korean Wave” 
Hyejoo Lee (USC), “Girls and Phones: The Feminization, and Feminist Appropriation, of 

Technological Anxiety” 
Bernardita Lustig (Universidad Central de Chile), “Deepfakes and Bender: Critical Evaluation of 

Its Regulation in Chile and Korea” 
Discussant: Jiwon Park (USC) 

 
12:15-1:45 pm Lunch Break at the Ahn House 

 
1:45-3:15 pm Panel V. Feminist Historiographies of Health and Labor 
Cho Heesoo (SNU), “Mothers as Primary Implementers of Childhood Vaccination: Maternal 

Roles in South Korean Immunization Programs, 1950s-1990s” 
Hwang Sunmee (Korea U; online), “Korean Nurses’ Strikes in the 1960s and 1970s” 
Min Byeong Woong (SNU), “Sharing Knowledge, Making Beauty: Women’s Labor and 

Consumers in the 1970s-1980s Cosmetic Industry” 
Discussant: Sonja Kim (Binghamton U) 

 



3:15-3:30 pm Coffee Break 
 

3:30-5:00 pm Panel VII. Technoscience and Gender Across Borders: A Roundtable 
Conversation 

Panelists: Michelle Cho, Eleana Kim, Jinhee Park, and Doris Sung (USC) 
Moderators: Jiwon Park and Sunyoung Park 

 
6:00-8:00 pm Dinner at a K-town Restaurant 

 

 
***** 

 
This conference is co-sponsored by the Northeast Asia Council of the Association for Asian 
Studies; USC Libraries; USC’s Center for Feminist Research; the Center for International 
Studies; the East Asian Studies Center; and the Office of the Divisional Dean of Social 
Sciences, USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences. 
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