EALC 465 Topics in Korean Visual and Cultural
Studies: “Feelings in Korean Popular Culture”

Spring 2026, Instructor: Prof. Youngmin Choe
Thurs. 2:00-4:50pm, MRF 229

Historical violence and trauma have long shaped Korean culture,
with emotions such as shame, anger, grief, and trauma deeply
influencing Korean popular culture. As Hallyu (the Korean Wave)
spreads globally, these emotions continue to resonate with
audiences worldwide. Do the dominant emotions that register
Korea’s traumatic past give way to other emotions with younger
generations and the impact of globalization bringing them to the
forefront? Do these feelings adapt to new forms of expression or
take on fresh dimensions? This course will explore how
contemporary Korean pop culture—through Hallyu hits on screen,
streaming platforms, contemporary art, and popular cultural
practice—express and elicit emotional responses. We will examine
how these emotions not only affect individuals but also drive larger
public movements. Engaging with theories of emotion and case
studies on Hallyu from a range of disciplines, we will explore topics
like first love, competition, K-beauty, mokbang (eating broadcasts),
K-pop, healing and self-care, horror, and the concept of han, to gain
insight into how Korean popular culture’s affective landscape is
evolving in the global age of hallyu, and how emotions drive art,
media, and public life today.
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