Syllabus (version modified 9/5/07)

Government 246: Perspectives on War
Fall 2007, Tuesdays-Thursdays 10:30-11:50, Seelye Hall 101
Prof. Jacques E. C. Hymans, Smith College (jhymans@email.smith.edu) Tel: x3677
Office Hours (Wright Hall 105): Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 3-4.
Course description: In this course, we study the question of war.  What is war?  Why are some people prepared to kill and to die for their political goals?  How do states feed and harness that motivation of individuals to conduct violence on a grand scale?  And how do they combine force with diplomacy to produce not only material destruction, but also political victory?  These and other questions are explored through contemporary and historical case studies.      
Prerequisites: Government 241 or permission of instructor.
Readings:  You should buy both of the following books at the Grecourt Bookshop or online:

1. Ali A. Allawi, The Occupation of Iraq: Winning the War, Losing the Peace (Yale University Press, 2007)
2. Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney, Kamikaze Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student Soldiers (University of Chicago Press, 2006)
3. Robert A. Pape, Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism (Random House, 2005)
Other readings are available online or, in a couple of cases, will be passed out as hard copies in class.
Requirements and Grading: Self-scheduled final exam: 40%; Midterm paper: 25%; 5 1-page memos on the reading: 15%; General participation: 20%.   

Note on grading system.  I use the Harvard 15-point grade scale.  An “A” is 15 points; A- is 14; B+ is 12; B is 11; B- is 10; C+ is 8 and so on.  To receive an A- in the class, your total point score must average out to at least 13.5; to receive a B+, your total point score must average out to at least 11.5; and so on.

The final.  The final is a self-scheduled exam consisting of one essay question.  I will let you all know the question on the last day of class.  Keys to success on the final exam are (a) clarity of logic and exposition (50%); and (b) depth and breadth of coverage of the class readings (50%).

The midterm.  You select the topic of the midterm paper.  We will devote ample class time to this assignment.  Keys to success on the midterm are also (a) clarity of logic and exposition (50%); and (b) depth and breadth of coverage of the class readings (50%).

1-page memos.  1-page memos highlight one aspect of the reading that is assigned for that class day.  You turn them in at the start of class.  The memos should take the following format: Paragraph 1: Did the author offer an interpretation of events that surprised you when you first read it?  This paragraph should be relatively short and should note relevant page numbers from the reading.  Paragraph 2: Why did you find it surprising—i.e., why might one have expected something different?  This paragraph should be relatively long.  Paragraph 3: As you reflect on the surprising passage or theme, answer the question: are you still surprised/unconvinced?  Or now do you see things from the author’s perspective?   Why?  This paragraph should be relatively short.  

You can turn in as many 1-page memos as you like, and I will count the top five grades you receive.

General participation.  The success of this class hinges on you.  Much of each class session will be devoted to asking each of you, one at a time, what you found interesting in the reading.  So prepare a little spiel in advance.  This can and should overlap with what you write in your 1-page memos.  Note that class participation is a hefty portion of your overall final grade.   

Class Meeting Topics and Reading Assignments:

I. The tooth: the readiness to kill, and to die, for a cause


Meeting 1 (9/6):  Introduction to the course
Meeting 2 (9/11): What is war?  Why do states fight?  
Student preparation: A. J. P. Taylor, “Rational Wars?” New York Review of Books, Vol. 17, No. 7 (November 4, 1971), available on Smith library e-journals. 
In-class reading: Alfred Lord Tennyson, “The Charge of the Light Brigade.”
Meeting 3 (9/13): Suicide terrorists (1)
Student preparation: Robert Pape, Dying to Win (hereafter DW), Introduction.
Meeting 4 (9/18): Evening session: Pramit Palchaudhuri (The Hindustan Times) will speak to us on US-India relations.

Check out his recent writings at http://www.asiasociety.org/about/schwartz.html

Meeting 5 (9/20): Suicide terrorists (2)  
Student preparation: Pape, DW, Part I. 
Meeting 6 (9/25): Suicide terrorists (3)

Student preparation: Pape, DW, Part II.
Meeting 7 (9/27): Suicide terrorists (4)

Student preparation: Pape, DW, Part III. 
Meeting 8 (10/2): Suicide terrorists (5)

Student preparation: Pape, DW, Conclusion and Afterword.


Meeting 9 (10/4): Kamikazes (1)
Student preparation: Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney, Kamikaze Diaries (henceforth KD), Chapter 2 (entire).  
10/9: FALL BREAK.

Meeting 10 (10/11): Kamikazes (2)

Student preparation: KD, Chapter 3 (entire) 


Meeting 11 (10/16): Kamikazes (3)

Student preparation: KD, Chapter 5 (entire)
Meeting 12 (10/18): Midterm paper review session (1)
Student preparation: Have your paper idea ready to discuss with a partner.
Meeting 13 (10/23): Midterm paper review session (2)  

Student preparation: Have your paper outline ready to discuss with a partner.
Meeting 14 (10/25): Wrap-up on the foot-soldier’s view.

Midterm papers due at start of class today.
In-class movie: “Paradise Now” (dir. Hany Abu-Assad, 2005): 90 minutes
II. The tail: generating the capacity and will to project power
Meeting 15 (10/30): Military organization and military effectiveness

Student preparation: Kelly C. Jordan, “Right for the Wrong Reasons: S. L. A. Marshall and the Ratio of Fire in Korea,” Journal of Military History Vol. 66, No. 1 (January 2002), pp. 135-162. (JSTOR)
NOV. 1: OTELIA CROMWELL DAY

Meeting 16 (11/6): State structure and military effectiveness

Student preparation: Christopher S. Parker, "New Weapons for Old Problems: Conventional Proliferation and Military Effectiveness in Developing States," International Security Vol. 23, No. 4 (Spring 1999), pp. 119-147 (JSTOR).
Meeting 17 (11/8): Subnational identities and military effectiveness

Student preparation: Stephen Peter Rosen, “Military Effectiveness: Why Society Matters,” International Security, Vol. 19, No. 4 (Spring 1995), pp. 5-31 (JSTOR). 

Meeting 18 (11/13):. National identities and military effectiveness
Student preparation: Barry R. Posen, “Nationalism, the Mass Army, and Military Power,” International Security Vol 18, No. 2 (April 1993), pp. 80-124 (JSTOR). 


Meeting 19 (11/15): Who pays $ for it all?  Who makes them pay?
Student preparation: Kevin Narizny, “Both Guns and Butter, or Neither: Class Interests in the Political Economy of Rearmament,” American Political Science Review Vol. 97, No. 2 (May 2003), pp. 203-220 (JSTOR)
11/20: EARLY BIRD THANKSGIVING RECESS.  HAPPY TURKEY DAY!

11/22: THANKSGIVING DAY.

III. The Politics of Force and the Force of Politics
Meeting 20 (11/27): Iraq (1)
Student preparation: Ali A. Allawi, The Occupation of Iraq: Winning the War, Losing the Peace (henceforth “Allawi”), Prologue and chs. 1-4 (pp. 1-95).
Meeting 21 (11/29): Iraq (2)
Student preparation: Allawi, chs. 5-9 (pp. 96-189)
Meeting 22 (12/4): Iraq (3)
Student preparation: Allawi, chs. 10-14 (pp. 190-265).
Meeting 23 (12/6): Iraq (4)

Student preparation: Allawi, chs. 15-19 (pp. 266-347).
Meeting 24 (12/11): Iraq (5)

Student preparation: Allawi, chs. 20-25 and epilogue (pp. 348-460).
Meeting 25 (12/13): Final exam review session.
Final exam questions distributed.
12/18-12/21: SELF-SCHEDULED FINAL EXAM.
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