Syllabus (version modified 9/5/07)

Government 244: Foreign Policy of the United States
Spring 2007, Tuesdays-Thursdays 1-2:50, Seelye Hall 206
Prof. Jacques E. C. Hymans, Smith College (jhymans@email.smith.edu) Tel: x3677
Office Hours (Wright Hall 105): Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 3-4.
Course description: In this course we ask and answer the following questions: just what is “United States foreign policy”?  What does the US define as its ends, and as the means to its ends, in the global arena?  Who makes these choices?  Finally, we take a close look at the use and misuse of one type of foreign policy tool that the US is well known for: military intervention.
Prerequisites: Government 241 or permission of instructor.
Readings:  You should buy both of the following books at the Grecourt Bookshop or online:

1. Andrew Rudalevige, The New Imperial Presidency (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2005)

2. John Yoo, War by Other Means: An Insider’s Account of the War on Terror (New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 2006)
Other readings are available online or, in a couple of cases, will be passed out as hard copies in class.
Requirements and Grading: Self-scheduled final exam: 35%; In-class midterm exam: 25%; Participation in end-of-semester dramatic presentation: 15%; In-class daily quizzes: 15%; General participation: 10%.   

Note on grading system.  I use the Harvard 15-point grade scale.  An “A” is 15 points; A- is 14; B+ is 12; B is 11; B- is 10; C+ is 8 and so on.  To receive an A- in the class, your total point score must average out to at least 13.5; to receive a B+, your total point score must average out to at least 11.5; and so on.

The final.  The final is a self-scheduled exam consisting of one essay question.  I will let you all know the question on the last day of class.  Keys to success on the final exam are (a) clarity of logic and exposition (50%); and (b) depth and breadth of coverage of the class readings (50%).

The midterm.  The midterm will involve ID’s, chosen from a list to be passed out in advance, and a long essay.  Keys to success on the midterm essay are, like the final essay, (a) clarity of logic and exposition (50%); and (b) depth and breadth of coverage of the class readings (50%).

The in-class dramatic presentations.  At the end of the semester, you will participate in an in-class dramatic presentation on the question of military intervention.  Each team will have the following roles:

(a) The President (Republican or Democrat: you choose)

(b) The President’s pollster (same party as president)

(c) The Secretary of Defense (same party as president)

(d) The Secretary of State (same party as president)

(e) Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (non-partisan)

(f) CIA Director (non-partisan)

(g) US Ambassador to the potential target of intervention (non-partisan)

(h) CNN reporter in the potential target of intervention (non-partisan)

(i) Speaker of the House (Republican or Democrat: you choose)

(j) Senate Majority Leader (Republican or Democrat: you choose)

You invent the specific scenario.  It should occur in the present or in the near future.  You will collectively write a 15 minute script illustrating the international and domestic political issues at play in the question of military intervention.  Your grade will be 1/3 based on your personal dramatic performance, 1/3 based on your team’s dramatic performance, and 1/3 based on the written script the team came up with.         

In-class daily quizzes: These are quizzes on matters of fact which are discussed in the day’s reading.  There are 3 questions, and you get 5 points for each question answered correctly.  I count the top 15 scores you receive (there will be 20 quizzes in total).    

Class Meeting Topics and Reading Assignments:

I. Defining the Ends of US Foreign Policy 

Meeting 1 (9/6):  Introduction to the course
Meeting 2 (9/11): 9/11 remembered, and placed in historical context.
Student preparation: Lisa Anderson, “Shock and Awe: Interpretations of the Events of September 11,” World Politics 56 (January 2004), pp. 303-325 (ONLINE: PROJECT MUSE).
First daily reading quiz today.
Meeting 3 (9/13): The legacy: isolationism, realism, moralism

Student preparation: Thomas Bender, “The American Way of Empire,” World Policy Journal Vol. 30, No. 2 (Spring 2006), pp. 45-61 (EBSCO) 
Meeting 4 (9/18): Evening session: Pramit Palchaudhuri (The Hindustan Times) will speak to us on US-India relations.
Before the talk, check out his recent writings at http://www.asiasociety.org/about/schwartz.html

Meeting 5 (9/20): Hyperpower USA
Student preparation: Niall Ferguson, “What is Power?”  Hoover Digest No. 2/2003, available at http://www.hoover.org/publications/digest/3058266.html 
Meeting 6 (9/25): The US budget for foreign affairs and defense
Student preparation: US State Department Proposed Fiscal Year 2008 Budget Summary and Summary Tables, available at http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/79836.pdf ;
US Defense Department Proposed Fiscal Year 2008 Defense Budget Press Release, available at http://www.defenselink.mil/comptroller/defbudget/fy2008/2008_Budget_Rollout_Release.pdf 
II. Executive-Legislative Relations
Meeting 7 (9/27): The constitutional setting: the executive and the legislative
Student preparation: Constitution of the United States of America, available on web at [http://www.constitutioncenter.org/constitution/constitution.pdf] 

Recommended: Andrew Rudalevige, The New Imperial Presidency (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2005), ch. 2, “The Foetus of Monarchy Grows Up,” pp. 19-56.
Roles for Nixon Tapes dramatic reading will be assigned.
Meeting 8 (10/2): Where is the line?  Nixon’s imperial presidency 

Student preparation: Rudalevige, The New Imperial Presidency, ch. 3, “The ‘Old’ Imperial Presidency” (pp. 57-100).

In-class activity: Excerpts from the Nixon Tapes  


Meeting 9 (10/4): Where is the line?  The 1970s: Congress fights back  

Student preparation: Rudalevige, The New Imperial Presidency, ch. 4, “The World After Watergate” (pp. 101-138).
10/9: FALL BREAK.

Meeting 10 (10/11): Where is the line?  The 1980s and 1990s: Congress recedes

Student preparation: Rudalevige, The New Imperial Presidency, ch. 6, “The Resurgence Recedes, Part II” (pp. 167-210).


Meeting 11 (10/13): The end of the line: the presidency and foreign policy after 9/11  

Student preparation: Rudalevige, The New Imperial Presidency, ch. 7, “Tidal Wave: The World After September 11” (pp. 211-259).
Meeting 12 (10/18): The end of the (other) line: the presidency and domestic policy after 9/11
Student preparation: John Yoo, War by Other Means: An Insider’s Account of the War on Terror, chs. 1-3 (pp. 1-69)
Meeting 13 (10/23): The end of the (last) line: the presidency and the bill of rights after 9/11
Student preparation: John Yoo, War by Other Means, chs. 4-5 (pp. 70-127). 

Meeting 14 (10/25):  
Student preparation: John Yoo, War by Other Means, chs. 6-8 (pp. 128-230).
Meeting 15 (10/30): Imperial presidency or invisible Congress?

Student preparation: Rudalevige, The New Imperial Presidency, ch. 8 (pp. 261-285).

Plus: Midterm Review Session Bring questions for midterm review!

NOV. 1: OTELIA CROMWELL DAY


Meeting 16 (11/6): In-class midterm exam.

III. Decisionmaking and Implementation within the Executive Branch
Meeting 17 (11/8): A case study: the Cuban missile crisis

Student preparation: Graham T. Allison, “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis,” The American Political Science Review, Vol. 63, No. 3 (Sept. 1969), pp. 689-718 (JSTOR) 

Students volunteer to participate in next session’s dramatic reading.  Cuban missile crisis tape transcripts handed out.
Meeting 18 (11/13): Exploring Allison’s three models
Student preparation: Allison again, and excerpts from Ernest May and Philip Zelikow, eds, The Kennedy Tapes: Inside the White House During the Cuban Missile Crisis (Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press, 1998).


Meeting 19 (11/15): Allison’s Cuba story reconsidered
Student preparation: Len Scott and Steve Smith, “Lessons of October: Historians, Political Scientists, Policy-Makers, and the Cuban Missile Crisis,” International Affairs Vol. 70, No. 4 (October 1994), pp. 659-684 (JSTOR).

11/20: EARLY BIRD THANKSGIVING RECESS.  HAPPY TURKEY DAY!

11/22: THANKSGIVING DAY.

Meeting 20 (11/27): The Army in Vietnam
Student preparation: Andrew F. Krepinevich, Jr., The Army and Vietnam (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986), pp. 3-16, 164-193.
Meeting 21 (11/29): The Army from Vietnam to Gulf War I
Student preparation: Suzanne Nielsen, “Preparing for War: Understanding the Dynamics of Change in Military Organizations,” manuscript, US Military Academy at West Point, October 2005.  (I WILL PUT THIS ARTICLE ONLINE)  
Meeting 22 (12/4): The Army in Gulf War II
Student preparation: Nigel Aylwin-Foster, “Changing the Army for Counterinsurgency Operations,” Military Review, Vol. 85, No. 6 (November/December 2005), pp. 2-15, http://usacac.army.mil/CAC/milreview/download/English/NovDec05/aylwin.pdf 
Meeting 23 (12/6): The non-intervention in Rwanda
Student preparation: Samantha Power, “Bystanders to Genocide,” The Atlantic Monthly, September 2001, 
http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200109/power-genocide
Last daily reading quiz.  Drama teams organized.
Meeting 24 (12/11): Preparation for dramas on intervention and non-intervention
Student preparation: review all readings, especially from meetings 17-23, and develop some ideas for plot lines.  
Meeting 25 (12/13): Dramas on intervention and non-intervention
Each team gives 10 minute presentation.

Student preparation: at beginning of class each team turns in its written script to me.
12/18-12/21: SELF-SCHEDULED FINAL EXAM.
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