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LAURA S. DISTELHEIM 

We 
 

PRAISE: 
 

Laura Distelheim’s compelling and bracing 
We is as fluid as this mythological dream 
and fantasy we call “America,” where we 
hope, we work, we fear, we love, and we—
some of us—survive. A story like this will 
help the ones who read it make it through 
another American day. 
 

– VIET THANH NGUYEN 
 
 

ABOUT THE CHAP: 
 

In portraying the impact that an 
immigration raid has on a surprisingly wide 
diversity of a community’s residents, We 
strips away their evident disparities to 
reveal the commonality hidden beneath. 

 
 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 

 

LAURA S. DISTELHEIM’s work has received awards from 
numerous literary journals and has twice been noted for Special 
Mention in both Best American Essays and The Pushcart Prize. 
In addition, it has received the William Faulkner William Wisdom 
Medal, the Mary Roberts Rinehart Award, the Press 53 Open 
Award, the Bruce P. Rossley Literary Award, the Richard J. 
Margolis Award, an Illinois Arts Council Artist’s Fellowship 
Award and a grant from the Barbara Deming Memorial Fund. She 
received her J.D. from Harvard Law School and served for twenty 

years as director of Neighbor to Neighbor, an organization she created to combat hunger 
among and procure scholarship opportunities for the children of low income families in 
her community.  
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