Anthropology 409:

Indigenous Languages in the Contemporary World

Summer 2023
Prof. Tok Thompson

STO-100
tokthomp@usc.edu
Office Hours: Weds 11:30-1:50 pm, or by appointment

Classroom Dates: May 15-19 : (10:30-12:30, 1:30-3:30)= 20 hours.

Field Dates: May 22-June 1: 11 days x 6 hours per day= 66 hours.

Locations: Ireland (ROI), and Northern Ireland (UK). See below for an approximate schedule. The Ireland portion begins in Dublin on May 24, and will spend 2-3 days in each locale.

Abstract

Language, more than anything else, defines humanity. Yet consider that the world is now losing languages, even entire language families, at an unprecedented, and accelerating, rate. What are the implications of this, and what are the chances of indigenous and minority languages surviving the ongoing process of globalization? This course will engage students in examining the politics of language, including linguistic ties to ethnic identity, national identity, state and civic identity, and more. Initial readings and discussions at USC will be augmented by a travel component for intensive fieldwork on these issues in Ireland and Northern Ireland. Students will examine the varied role that the Irish (Gaelic) language plays in different parts of this island, including Dublin—an overwhelmingly English-speaking capital city of Ireland with a conflicted connection to the Irish language; Galway, a large city with a large Irish-speaking population; Belfast and Derry/Londonderry in Northern Ireland; where the Irish language is often meshed with larger political struggles; and in the Gaeltacht of Donegal, where Irish is still spoken as an everyday language. From their hands-on field research, students will learn how academic knowledge of languages both stems from everyday life, and also influences it, as they examine a critical case study in revitalization movements of indigenous and minority languages.

	Days
	Topic
	Due
	Readings

	 May  15
	Languages: Our Dwindling Diversity


	
	http://www.bbc.co.uk/voices/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Languages

	
	Earth's linguistic history
	
	Book 1: Evans
Intro, part 1 (pp  xv-44)

	May  16
	The spread of global languages
	
	Evans, cont'd
Parts 2-4 (pp. 45-154)

	
	Minority languages today
	Paper 1
	Evans, cont'd
Parts 4-6, epilogue (155-231)

	May 17
	Languages and ethno-nationalism
	
	Book 2: De Barra:
1-46; 199-265

	May 18
	Irish (Gaelic) in History
	
	De Barra:

47-96

	
	Irish (Gaelic) Today
	
	De Barra:97-198; 267-269

	May 19
	Colonial/Postcolonial languages.
	
	Akutagawa

	May 22
	Translation & Translation studies Site: Dublin
	Paper 2;

Midterm


	Thompson; 


	May 24
	Media 
 Site: Belfast
	
	Fieldwork

	May 26
	     Policies and Politics Derry/ Londonderry
	Paper 3
	Fieldwork

	May 28
	Language Laws
Glencolmcille
	
	Fieldwork

	May 30
	"Glocal" Irish

Site: Galway 
	
	Fieldwork

	June 2
	

	Paper 4
	


Books:

1. Dying Words: Endangered Languages and What They Have to Tell Us. Nicholas Evans
2. Caoimhín De Barra: Gaeilge: A Radical Revolution. 2019 Currach Books.


Articles

1.
 Michie. Akutagawa. 1987. "A Linguistic Minority under the Protection of its own Ethnic State: A Case Study in an Irish Gaeltacht." In Third International Conference on Minority Languages: Celtic Papers. G. Mac Eoin, A. Ahlqvist, D. Ó hAodha, eds. Clevedon: Multilingual Matters.  125-146.

2. 
Tok Thompson. 2004.  "Translation and Postcoloniality in Ireland: The Particular and Peculiar Relationship Between Irish Gaelic and English." Linguistica Antverpiensia NS 2. 219-231.

Course Requirements

Readings should be done before the class discussion of them.  Assignments are to be turned in on time. Plagiarism will not be tolerated, and students are advised to follow the University's policy on academic integrity as articulated in the current edition of SCampus. Course attendance is mandatory: unexcused absences will result in an automatic reduction of 5% per absence.
Grading:

3 short papers: 20% each = 60%

1 midterm: 10%

Class Participation 10%

Field Notes=20%*

* Students are expected to attend all field activities, participate in the interviewing process, and work up field notes based on these.

Disabilities
Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability should register with Disability Services and Programs (in STU 301, phone 740-0776) and get a letter of verification for approved accommodations.  Please show the letter to me at the beginning of the semester
Statement on Academic Integrity

USC seeks to maintain an optimal learning environment. General principles of academic honesty include the concept of respect for the intellectual property of others, the expectation that individual work will be submitted unless otherwise allowed by an instructor, and the obligations both to protect one’s own academic work from misuse by others as well as to avoid using another’s work as one’s own. All students are expected to understand and abide by these principles. Scampus, the Student Guidebook, contains the Student Conduct Code in Section 11.00, while the recommended sanctions are located in Appendix A: http://www.usc.edu/dept/publications/SCAMPUS/gov/. Students will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs and Community Standards for further review, should there be any suspicion of academic dishonesty. The Review process can be found at: http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/SJACS/.

Insurance

Insurance is required to cover the time on this course. This needs to be taken care of prior to the registration for the course. For those who have opted out of USC insurance, the insurance for the trip can be added separately.
Other costs: Food , Lodging, Experiences

Lodgings are listed below:
Tentative Schedule and Lodgings:

May 22-23: Dublin:. Kinlay Hostel

May 24-25: Belfast: Belfast Youth Hostel Galway: Kinlay Galway Hostel
May 26-27: Derry: Hostel Connect
May 28-29: Glenncolumcille: Housing arranged by Oideas Gael.
May 30-31 Gaway: Kinlay Hostel
June 1: Course is over: students should be making their own travel (or staying) arrangements.


Budgets for rooms average around $40 per night. Students should budget $500 total for lodgings.

Experiences & travel:

Dublin: We will visit the National Museum, Conradh na Gaeilge, and Gaelchúltur. Gaelchúltur will organize a class for students on one day, at a cost of $100. (Entrance fees at museums vary, but are nominal).

We will travel by train (c. $50) to Belfast.

Belfast: Students will visit An Chultúrlann, and the only "urban Gaeltacht", and take a guided walk through the city to view the sectarian divide.

& continue by train or bus (c. $45) to Derry/Londonderry.

In Derry, students will visit Cultúrlann Uí Chanáin,will tour the immediate vicinity in order to learn of is troubled past, and the relation to the Irish language. 

By Bus (c. $35) we will travel to Glencolumcille. Students will enroll in one of the day courses in Irish language and culture offered by Oideas Gael (c. $120).

By Bus (c. $35) we will travel to Galway. Students will visit the University, the Conradh na Gaeilge, and other locales, coming to understand the city of Galway’s large role in supporting the nearby Gaeltacht communities.
Estimated costs (excluding air fare, and excluding tuition): $500 Lodging; $380 Travel and educational fees; $800 Food and incidentals=  total of $1,650.
Air fare: c. $1,400


Total (excluding tuition): $3,050
