Spain and the Birth of the United States:
A California Conversation

April 17 & 18, 2026
The Huntington in San Marino, California

In Partnership With:
Iberdrola
Cultural Office of the Embassy of Spain in Washington, DC
Queen Sofia Spanish Institute
The USC-Huntington Early Modern Studies Institute

Academic Program Committee
Emily Berquist, California State University, Long Beach

Manuel Lucena Giraldo, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas, Madrid
Maria Barbara Zepeda Cortes, Lehigh University

Friday, April 17

9:30 am Registration, Coffee and pastries

10:00am Welcome

Sue Juster, Director of Research, Huntington Library
Peter C. Mancall, USC and Linda and Harlan Martens Director, EMSI

10:10 am A California Conversation about Spain and the Birth of the United States

Emily Berquist, California State University, Long Beach

10:30 am  Unveiling Memories

Teresa Valcarce, Iberdrola

11:00 am Session 1: Spain and the American Revolution on Land and Sea

José Manuel Guerrero Acosta, Director of “Unveiling Memories”
project, Iberdrola, “The Contribution of Spain and Hispanics for the
Independence: Insights and Perspectives”

Rafael Torres Sanchez, University of Navarra, “The Battle of the
Atlantic: The Royal Navy of Spain in the American War of
Independence”

Moderator: Manuel Covo, University of California, Santa Barbara

12:30 pm  Break: lunch available for purchase at 1919 Café at The Huntington




1:30 pm Session 2: Spanish California
Steven Hackel, University of California, Riverside, “Alta California in
the Age of Revolutions: From the Royal Donativo Gracioso to the
Petitions of Pacifico Sunicamiol”
Ruben G. Mendoza, California State University, Monterey Bay,
“Archaeology on the Edge of Empire: The Missions and Presidio
Outposts of the Monterey Bay, 1770-1836”

Moderator: Verénica Castillo-Mufoz, University of California, Santa
Barbara

2:30 pm Coffee

2:55pm Session 3: Urbanization and Infrastructure in Spanish North America and the
United States

James Tejani, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo, “Global Maps, Rancho Property, and the Estuary Commons:
Hispanic Legacies in the Making of the Port of Los Angeles”
Manuel Lucena Giraldo, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones
Cientificas, “Reform or Disappear? Cities, Missions, and Presidios in
the Spanish Bourbon Monarchy”
Moderator: Jorge Leal, University of California, Riverside

3:45 pm Session 4: Music of Spain, Mexico, and California Missions
Thornton Baroque Sinfonia, directed by
Adam Knight Gilbert, University of Southern California, and Jason
Yoshida, University of Southern California

4:45 pm End of day one

Saturday, April 18

9:30 am Registration, Coffee and pastries

10:00 Session 5: Business, Trade, and Migration
Fabricio Prado, William & Mary, “U.S. Commercial Strategies in

Spanish Rio de la Plata: Mobility, Neutrality, and Slavery in the Age of
Atlantic Revolutions”

Moderator: Alex Borucki, University of California, Irvine
11:00 am Coffee



https://www.history.ucsb.edu/faculty/veronica-castillo-munoz/

11:15am Session 6: Biographical Frontiers

Maria Barbara Zepeda Cortés, Lehigh University, “Spanish Founding
Father? José de Galvez’s U.S. Legacy, from California to Pensacola

(1768-1781)”

Thomas Chavez, University of New Mexico, “Francisco de Saavedra:
A Man Whose Influence was Key in the Independence of the United

States”

Moderator: Emily Berquist, California State University, Long Beach

12:15pm Break: lunch available for purchase at 1919 Café at The Huntington

1:15pm

2:30 pm

“Conversatorio” and Final Remarks

End of day two

lberdrola

o,x\‘)‘\'T""o :

E™ QUEEN SOFIA

=m Spanish Institute




