
Survey Introduction 

  



Education Survey Items: Toplines 

ba000: What kind of school do you go to? 
  1 I go to a public school 2 I go to a private school 3 I go to a charter school Obs MOSE 
ba000: status as a student this school year  88.3   6.8   5.0 364 +/- 5 
 

ba001: What grade are you in this year? 
  6th grade 7th grade 8th grade 9th grade 10th grade 11th grade 12th grade Obs MOSE 
ba001: grade in this year   0.2   4.1  16.7  19.2  21.3  24.9  13.5 364 +/- 5 
 

ba002: Is this your first year attending your current school? 
  1 Yes 2 No Obs MOSE 
ba002: first year attending school  20.6  79.4 364 +/- 5 
 

cp001: Does your school have a no cell phone rule or ban on personal devices this year? 
  1 Yes 2 No 3 I dont know Obs MOSE 
cp001: school has no cell phone olicy  78.4  19.7   1.8 364 +/- 5 
 

at004: Has your school's no-device rule made you: 
  1 Much less 

happy 
2 Less 
happy 

3 No 
impact 

4 More 
happy 

5 Much more 
happy 

Obs MOSE 

at004a: no personal device More or less happy  13.6  31.5  46.9   6.2   1.9 268 +/- 6 
at004b: no personal device More or less stressed out   2.8   6.2  58.3  26.8   5.9 268 +/- 6 
at004c: no personal device Do better or worse in school   2.7  11.7  68.0  13.7   3.9 268 +/- 6 
at004d: no personal device Have an easier or harder time making 
friends at school 

  2.5  13.8  72.3   8.7   2.7 267 +/- 6 

at004e: no personal device More or less likely to go to school   4.3  14.5  74.2   4.5   2.4 267 +/- 6 
at004f: no personal device More or less able to pay attention in 
class 

  2.1   8.0  58.6  23.5   7.8 267 +/- 6 

 

cp002: Which of these is true about personal devices (like phones or smartwatches) at your school this year? 
  1 Devices are 

not allowed on 
school 

grounds 

2 Devices are allowed on school 
grounds, but are not to be used during 

the school day, even during non-
instructional time (like lunch, passing 

periods , etc.) 

3 Devices are not to be used 
during instructional time, but 
they are allowed during non-

instructional time 

4 There are 
no rules 

about 
devices 

5 Other, please 
specify: 

cp002_other 

Obs MOSE 

cp002:   5.3  49.6  42.9   2.0   0.2 360 +/- 5 



policy 
personal 
devices 
 

cp003: Are you allowed to have their personal devices in their possession during the day or do they need to be locked away? 
  1 Allowed to be in my possession 2 Locked away Obs MOSE 
cp003: allowed to have personal devices in possession  74.0  26.0 319 +/- 5 
 

im013: Do you think the schools' rules for personal device use are too lenient or too strict? 
  1 Much too lenient 2 Too lenient 3 Just right 4 Too strict 5 Much too strict Obs MOSE 
im013: rules for personal device use are too lenient or too strict   1.1   8.3  42.4  35.4  12.8 360 +/- 5 
 

cp004: Are your school's personal device rules different from what they were last school year? 
  1 Same as 

last year 
2 Different from 

last year 
3 Im not sure - (including if you dont know last years rules, this 

years rules, or you were at a different school) 
Obs MOSE 

cp004: personal devices rules different 
from last school year 

 37.7  50.3  12.0 360 +/- 5 

 

cp005: Is your school enforcing the rules differently than last year? 
  1 About the 

same as last 
year 

2 Enforced more 
strictly this year 

3 Enforced less 
strictly enforced this 

year 

4 Im not sure - (including if you dont know last 
years rules, this years rules, or you were at a 

different school) 

Obs MOSE 

cp005: enforcing cell phone 
rules different from last school 
year 

 36.2  51.2   6.7   5.9 314 +/- 6 

 

im001: Do you have your own personal device (like a cell phone or smartwatch) that is not shared with a parent or a sibling? 
  1 Yes 2 No Obs MOSE 
im001: have own cell phone or smart watch that is not shared with parent or sibling  90.6   9.4 360 +/- 5 
 

im002: How often do you use your personal device during the school day? 
  1 Never - I dont 

bring one to 
school 

2 Never - I bring it, 
but its put away all 

day 

3 I check it once or 
twice during the day 

4 I check it a few 
times during the 

day 

5 I use it often 
throughout the day 

Obs MOSE 

im002: how often use 
personal device during 

  5.2  18.3  20.6  30.5  25.3 325 +/- 5 



school day 
 

im003a: How often do your friends use their personal device during the school day? 
  1 

Never 
2 Once or twice during the 

day 
3 A few times during the 

day 
4 Often throughout the 

day 
Obs MOSE 

im003a: friends at school use personal 
device 

 13.3  22.8  31.3  32.7 360 +/- 5 

 

im003b: How often do students at your school use their personal device during the school day? 
  1 

Never 
2 Once or twice during the 

day 
3 A few times during the 

day 
4 Often throughout the 

day 
Obs MOSE 

im003b: students in general at school use personal 
device 

 10.5  16.1  25.9  47.6 360 +/- 5 

 

im005: In which of the following ways do you use your personal device when at school? 
  1 Yes 2 No Obs MOSE 
im005a: Using social media (e.g., Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok)  60.6  39.4 310 +/- 6 
im005b: Watching videos for fun (e.g., YouTube, Netflix)  44.7  55.3 310 +/- 6 
im005c: Working on a school assignment  51.3  48.7 308 +/- 6 
im005d: Studying for a quiz/test (e.g., flashcards, study guides)  44.0  56.0 308 +/- 6 
im005e: Coordinating logistics (e.g., transportation, after-school activities)  62.1  37.9 309 +/- 6 
im005f: Communicating with friends/family (e.g., texting, group chats)  78.7  21.3 310 +/- 6 
im005g: Checking school apps (e.g., Google Classroom, Canvas)  56.3  43.7 309 +/- 6 
im005h: Listening to music  67.7  32.3 309 +/- 6 
im005i: Playing games  50.9  49.1 309 +/- 6 
im005j: Taking photos/videos  56.9  43.1 310 +/- 6 
im005k: Checking the news or weather  43.8  56.2 308 +/- 6 
 

im004: About what proportion of students at your school use their personal device during class? 
  Mean Obs MOSE 

im004: what proportion of students at school use personal device during class  46.6 360 +/- 5 
 

edt_cp_hrsatsch: How much time do you typically spend using your personal device when you're at school? (Only count non-academic uses) 
  Mean Obs MOSE 

edt_cp_hrsatsch: Time teen uses device at school for non-academic uses (hours)   1.5 310 +/- 6 
 



im007: Do you use your personal device (only count non-academic uses): 
  1 Yes 2 No Obs MOSE 
im007a: use device during core academic classes  28.1  71.9 309 +/- 6 
im007b: use device during elective classes  44.5  55.5 309 +/- 6 
im007c: use device during lunch  71.2  28.8 310 +/- 6 
im007d: use device during passing periods  56.0  44.0 309 +/- 6 
 

im008: Do you ever use your personal device at school when you are not supposed to? 
  1 Never 2 Rarely 3 Once in a while 4 Sometimes 5 Often Obs MOSE 
im008: ever use personal device at school when not supposed to  20.4  30.7  23.5  16.4   8.9 310 +/- 6 
 

im009: Do your friends ever use their personal device at school when they are not supposed to? 
  1 Never 2 Rarely 3 Once in a while 4 Sometimes 5 Often Obs MOSE 
im009: friends ever use personal device when are not supposed to   9.4  19.9  24.9  28.1  17.8 359 +/- 5 
 

im010: How many of your teachers do each of the following: 
  1 None 2 A few 3 Most 4 All Obs MOSE 
im010a: teachers collect personal devices before class starts  61.0  22.5   9.4   7.0 335 +/- 5 
im010b: teachers remind students not to use personal devices   7.5  25.3  39.0  28.2 336 +/- 5 
im010c: teachers give penalties  11.2  33.7  33.3  21.8 341 +/- 5 
im010d: teachers ignores when students use personal devices  37.5  49.6  11.5   1.5 338 +/- 5 
 

im011: When students break the school's personal device rules this year, what are the consequences supposed to be? 
  1 yes 2 no Obs MOSE 
im011s1: Verbal warning  64.8  35.2 359 +/- 5 
im011s2: Taking away the device for the rest of the class period  54.4  45.6 359 +/- 5 
im011s3: Taking away the device for the rest of the day  63.6  36.4 359 +/- 5 
im011s4: Notifying parents  59.6  40.4 359 +/- 5 
im011s5: Detention or similar disciplinary action  45.5  54.5 359 +/- 5 
im011s6: Require a parent come to school to have device returned  35.1  64.9 359 +/- 5 
im011s7: Other, please specify: im011_other   3.9  96.1 359 +/- 5 
im011s8: None of the above - there are no device rules   1.3  98.7 359 +/- 5 
im011s9: I dont know what the consequences are   6.5  93.5 359 +/- 5 
 

im012: Have you ever seen a student get any of these consequences this year? [smden = derivation restricted to cases where consequence is supposed to 
happen] 
  1 Yes 2 No Obs MOSE 



im012a: consequence given Verbal warning  76.7  23.3 359 +/- 5 
im012b: consequence given Taking away a device for rest of the class period  61.7  38.3 357 +/- 5 
im012c: consequence given Taking away a device for the rest of the day  51.9  48.1 358 +/- 5 
im012d: consequence given Notifying parents  40.2  59.8 359 +/- 5 
im012e: consequence given Detention or similar disciplinary action  35.6  64.4 359 +/- 5 
im012f: consequence given Requiring a parent come to school to have personal device retu  28.1  71.9 358 +/- 5 
im012a_smden: same as im012a but restricted to cases where consequence is supposed to happen p  86.5  13.5 229 +/- 6 
im012b_smden: same as im012b but restricted to cases where consequence is supposed to happen p  79.9  20.1 195 +/- 7 
im012c_smden: same as im012c but restricted to cases where consequence is supposed to happen p  65.4  34.6 231 +/- 6 
im012d_smden: same as im012d but restricted to cases where consequence is supposed to happen p  51.5  48.5 206 +/- 7 
im012e_smden: same as im012e but restricted to cases where consequence is supposed to happen p  56.8  43.2 156 +/- 8 
im012f_smden: same as im012f but restricted to cases where consequence is supposed to happen p  48.2  51.8 131 +/- 9 
 

im014: How much worse or better are these things because of your school's device rules? 
  1 Much 

worse 
2 A little 

worse 
3 No 

impact 
4 A little 

better 
5 Much 
better 

Obs MOSE 

im014a: impact rules Sense of community   4.5  13.4  53.9  21.9   6.4 358 +/- 5 
im014b: impact rules Relationships between teachers and students   6.1  19.4  52.5  16.8   5.2 359 +/- 5 
im014c: impact rules The classroom learning environment (like noise or 
disruptions) 

  7.2  18.5  46.4  20.3   7.6 358 +/- 5 

im014d: impact rules Bullying/fighting   5.1  13.1  64.7  12.9   4.3 359 +/- 5 
im014e: impact rules Academic integrity (cheating)   3.7  15.1  47.7  28.9   4.5 359 +/- 5 
 

im017: Which of the following has happened to you at home in response to the school's personal device rules? 
  1 yes 2 no Obs MOSE 
im017s1: A parent or other adult has asked you to follow the schools rules  38.8  61.2 359 +/- 5 
im017s2: A parent or other adult explained the importance of following the schools rules  31.7  68.3 359 +/- 5 
im017s3: A parent or other adult has talked about the harms of device use during class ti  20.8  79.2 359 +/- 5 
im017s4: Your device has been taken away (or been limited) at home because you broke a sc   8.0  92.0 359 +/- 5 
im017s5: You were grounded or punished in another way at home for breaking a school devic   6.1  93.9 359 +/- 5 
im017s6: None of the above  46.1  53.9 359 +/- 5 
 

at001: Do you think students being distracted by their devices is an issue at your school? 
  1 Not an issue at all 2 Small issue 3 Moderate issue 4 Major issue Obs MOSE 
at001: think students being distracted by devices is an issue at school  19.8  45.7  22.2  12.4 359 +/- 5 
 

at002: No matter what your school's current rules are, which of these rules would you prefer? 
  1 Personal devices should be put 2 Personal devices should be put away/locked 3 There should be no Obs MOSE 



away/locked away all day, including 
lunch, recess, free periods. 

away during class, but allowed at lunch, 
passing periods, off-periods, etc 

restrictions on personal 
devices during the school day 

at002: cell phone 
policy wish 
school had 

  8.4  67.6  23.9 358 +/- 5 

 

at003: In your opinion, do you think that allowing students to have personal devices during the school day: 
  1 Much less 

safe 
2 A little less 

safe 
3 No 

impact 
4 A little more 

safe 
5 Much more 

safe 
Obs MOSE 

at003b: allowing phones makes students feel more or less safe   6.4  16.1  30.5  26.4  20.6 358 +/- 5 
at003c: allowing phones makes students feel more or less anxious   9.7  28.0  33.8  22.6   5.9 359 +/- 5 
at003d: allowing phones makes it harder or easier for students to 
focus in class 

 14.7  36.4  26.4  16.2   6.3 359 +/- 5 

at003a: allowing phones makes it harder or easier for students to 
complete work in class 

 13.8  29.9  25.8  23.1   7.3 358 +/- 5 

at003e: allowing phones results in more or less cyberbullying   8.0  20.4  50.9  14.8   5.9 359 +/- 5 
at003f: allowing phones results in more or less physical fights   4.0  11.8  63.2  17.0   4.0 358 +/- 5 
at003g: allowing phones negatively or positively affects students 
overall mental health 

  7.4  28.8  35.0  24.3   4.5 359 +/- 5 

at003h: allowing phones makes teachers job harder or easier  19.3  36.1  23.4  16.7   4.4 358 +/- 5 
 

at005: If your school banned cell phones and other personal devices, do you think you would: 
  1 Much less 

happy 
2 Less 
happy 

3 No 
impact 

4 More 
happy 

5 Much more 
happy 

Obs MOSE 

at005a: if no personal device More or less happy  16.2  38.4  34.2   8.6   2.6 93 +/- 10 
at005b: if no personal device More or less stressed out   6.8   6.5  43.7  34.0   9.0 93 +/- 10 
at005c: if no personal device Do better or worse in school   1.0  27.3  49.5  15.0   7.2 93 +/- 10 
at005d: if no personal device Have an easier or harder time making 
friends at school 

  5.3  26.6  50.2  15.2   2.7 93 +/- 10 

at005e: if no personal device More or less likely to go to school   4.0  32.0  49.0  12.2   2.7 93 +/- 10 
at005f: if no personal device More or less able to pay attention in 
class 

  7.5  17.0  48.4  19.4   7.8 93 +/- 10 

 


