
Survey Introduction 

  



Education Survey Items: Toplines 

sc026: What is your relationship to [NAME]? 
  1 

Parent 
2 

Grandparent 
3 

Sibling 
4 Other family member 

(e.g., aunt, uncle, cousin) 
5 Non-family member (e.g., 
friend, child-care provider) 

6 Other, please 
specify: sc026_other 

Obs MOSE 

sc026: relationship to 
selected child 

 61.7  23.5   7.6   2.3   1.5   3.4 1098 +/- 3 

 

sd002: What is [NAME]'s gender? 
  1 Male 2 Female 3 Other/non-binary Obs MOSE 
sd002: gender selected child  44.0  55.7   0.3 1098 +/- 3 
 

sl057a: Is [NAME] enrolled in a public, private, charter or virtual school for the 2025-26 school year, or are they homeschooled, or does some other situation 
apply? 
  1 Yes, selectednames[selectedchild] is enrolled in a public, charter, private or virtual 

school 
Obs MOSE 

sl057a: homeschooled or enrolled in any type of 
school 

100.0 1098 +/- 3 

 

sl058a: What kind of school is [NAME] enrolled in? 
  1 Public school 2 Private school 3 Charter school 4 Virtual School 5 Other 6 Unsure Obs MOSE 
sl058a: kind of school enrolled in school year  79.6  10.0   6.7   3.3   0.4   0.0 1098 +/- 3 
 

sl056: What grade is [NAME] in this year? 
  Kindergarten 1st grade 2nd grade 3rd grade 4th grade 5th grade 6th grade Obs MOSE 
sl056: grade of selected child past school year  16.1     .     .     .     .     .     . 1098 +/- 3 
 

sl059: Is this [NAME]'s first year at this school? 
  1 Yes 2 No Obs MOSE 
sl059: selected child first year at school  29.1  70.9 1098 +/- 3 
 

cp001: Does [NAME]'s school have a no cell phone rule or ban on personal devices this year? 
  1 Yes 2 No 3 Im not sure Obs MOSE 
cp001: school has no cell phone olicy  59.9  29.1  11.0 1097 +/- 3 
 



cp002: Which of these is true about personal devices (like phones or smartwatches) at [NAME]'s school this year? 
  1 Devices are 

not allowed on 
school 

grounds 

2 Devices are allowed on school 
grounds, but are not to be used during 

the school day, even during non-
instructional time (like lunch, passing 

periods , etc.) 

3 Devices are not to be used 
during instructional time, but 
they are allowed during non-

instructional time 

4 There are 
no rules 

about 
devices 

5 Other, please 
specify: 

cp002_other 

Obs MOSE 

cp002: 
policy 
personal 
devices 

  5.4  49.8  41.5   2.1   1.2 1096 +/- 3 

 

cp003: Are students allowed to have their personal devices in their possession during the day or do they need to be locked away? 
  1 Allowed in students possession 2 Locked away Obs MOSE 
cp003: allowed to have personal devices in possession  75.0  25.0 949 +/- 3 
 

cp004: Are personal device rules at [NAME]'s school different from what they were last school year? 
  1 Same as last 

year 
2 Different from last 

year 
3 Im not sure - (including if you dont know last years or 

this years rules) 
Obs MOSE 

cp004: personal devices rules different from 
last school year 

 45.1  36.1  18.8 1096 +/- 3 

 

cp005: Is [NAME]'s school enforcing the rules differently than last year? 
  1 About the 

same as last 
year 

2 Enforced more 
strictly this year 

3 Enforced less strictly 
enforced this year 

4 Im not sure - (including if you dont 
know last years or this years rules) 

Obs MOSE 

cp005: enforcing cell phone rules 
different from last school year 

 51.1  38.3   3.6   7.0 942 +/- 3 

 

cm001: In which of the following ways has [NAME]'s school or school district communicated about this year's personal device or cell phone policy? 
  1 yes 2 no Obs MOSE 
cm001s1: Weekly newsletter  23.7  76.3 1095 +/- 3 
cm001s2: Email  56.7  43.3 1095 +/- 3 
cm001s3: Social media post  15.2  84.8 1095 +/- 3 
cm001s4: School or district website  46.9  53.1 1095 +/- 3 
cm001s5: A flyer or mailer  14.4  85.6 1095 +/- 3 
cm001s6: Text message  23.6  76.4 1095 +/- 3 
cm001s7: In-person meeting(s)  26.2  73.8 1095 +/- 3 
cm001s8: Other, please specify: cm001_other   6.7  93.3 1095 +/- 3 



cm001s9: The school/district has not communicated a device policy  11.0  89.0 1095 +/- 3 
 

cm002: To your knowledge, were parents invited to provide input into this year's personal device or cell phone policy? 
  1 Yes 2 No 3 Unsure Obs MOSE 
cm002: parents invited to provide input into cell phone policy  14.4  39.6  45.9 998 +/- 3 
 

cm003: In which of the following ways were parents invited to provide input? 
  1 yes 2 no Obs MOSE 
cm003s1: Through a survey  55.3  44.7 164 +/- 8 
cm003s2: Through in-person meetings (including board meetings, PTA meetings, meetings cal  61.7  38.3 164 +/- 8 
cm003s3: A phone number was provided to call in  14.8  85.2 164 +/- 8 
cm003s4: Through a website  20.9  79.1 164 +/- 8 
cm003s5: Through a volunteer committee   7.3  92.7 164 +/- 8 
cm003s6: Other, please specify: cm003_other   3.4  96.6 164 +/- 8 
cm003s7: Im not sure   2.6  97.4 164 +/- 8 
 

cm004: Have any communications from [NAME]'s school or district mentioned parents' role at home to help enforce personal device or cell phone policies this 
year? 
  1 Yes 2 No 3 Unsure Obs MOSE 
cm004: communication school mentioned parents role at home for cell phone policy  34.0  36.2  29.8 998 +/- 3 
 

cm005: Has [NAME]'s school shared any information with parents/families about the harms of child and teen device use? 
  1 Yes 2 No 3 Unsure Obs MOSE 
cm005: school shared information with parents/families about harms of child and teen de  28.0  43.3  28.7 1095 +/- 3 
 

cm006: Which of the following have you done at home with NAME in response to the school's personal device rules? 
  1 yes 2 no Obs MOSE 
cm006s1: Encouraged selectednames[selectedchild] to follow the schools rules  72.2  27.8 1094 +/- 3 
cm006s2: Explained the importance of following the schools rules  45.5  54.5 1094 +/- 3 
cm006s3: Discussed the harms of device use during school  27.6  72.4 1094 +/- 3 
cm006s4: Taken away their device(s) (or limited their use/access) because they broke the   7.9  92.1 1094 +/- 3 
cm006s5: Other grounding/punishment not involving the device because they broke the schoo   4.7  95.3 1094 +/- 3 
cm006s6: None of the above  21.2  78.8 1094 +/- 3 
 

im001: Does [NAME] have their own personal device (like a cell phone or smartwatch) that is not shared with a parent or a sibling? 
  1 Yes 2 No Obs MOSE 



im001: have own cell phone or smart watch that is not shared with parent or sibling  84.9  15.1 1095 +/- 3 
 

im002: How often do you think [NAME] uses their personal device during the school day? 
  1 Never - 

selectednames[selecte
dchild] doesnt bring one 

to school 

2 Never - 
selectednames[selecte
dchild] brings it, but its 

put away all day 

3 
selectednames[selecte
dchild] checks it once or 

twice during the day 

4 
selectednames[selecte
dchild] checks it a few 

times during the day 

5 
selectednames[selecte

dchild] uses it often 
throughout the day 

Ob
s 

MOS
E 

im002: 
how 
often 
use 
person
al 
device 
during 
school 
day 

  5.6  28.0  28.8  22.4  15.1 91
0 

+/- 3 

 

im011: When students break the school's personal device rules this year, what are the consequences supposed to be? 
  1 yes 2 no Obs MOSE 
im011s1: Verbal warning  41.3  58.7 1094 +/- 3 
im011s2: Taking away the device for the rest of the class period  28.5  71.5 1094 +/- 3 
im011s3: Taking away the device for the rest of the day  34.3  65.7 1094 +/- 3 
im011s4: Notifying parents  47.1  52.9 1094 +/- 3 
im011s5: Detention or similar disciplinary action  17.6  82.4 1094 +/- 3 
im011s6: Require a parent come to school to have device returned  20.9  79.1 1094 +/- 3 
im011s7: Other, please specify: im011_other   0.7  99.3 1094 +/- 3 
im011s8: None of the above - there are no device rules   1.2  98.8 1094 +/- 3 
im011s9: I dont know what the consequences are  31.8  68.2 1094 +/- 3 
 

im013: Do you think the schools' rules for personal device use at [NAME]'s school are too lenient or too strict? 
  1 Much too lenient 2 Too lenient 3 Just right 4 Too strict 5 Much too strict Obs MOSE 
im013: rules for personal device use are too lenient or too strict   4.2  15.0  71.7   6.3   2.9 1096 +/- 3 
 

im014: How much worse or better are these things for [NAME] because of the school's personal device rules? 
  1 Much 

worse 
2 A little 

worse 
3 No 

impact 
4 A little 

better 
5 Much 
better 

Obs MOSE 

im014a: impact rules Sense of community   1.0   4.8  61.5  22.2  10.5 1093 +/- 3 



im014b: impact rules Relationships between teachers and students   2.0   6.5  54.4  23.5  13.5 1094 +/- 3 
im014c: impact rules The classroom learning environment (like noise 
or disruptions) 

  2.3   6.5  47.9  24.2  19.3 1093 +/- 3 

im014d: impact rules Bullying/fighting   2.2   5.2  69.9  14.0   8.7 1093 +/- 3 
im014e: impact rules Academic integrity (cheating)   1.5   5.0  60.4  17.3  15.8 1093 +/- 3 
 

at001: Do you think students being distracted by their devices is an issue at [NAME]'s school? 
  1 Not an issue at all 2 Small issue 3 Moderate issue 4 Major issue Obs MOSE 
at001: think students being distracted by devices is an issue at school  23.2  35.5  27.2  14.1 1095 +/- 3 
 

at002: No matter what [NAME]'s school's current rules are, which of these rules would you prefer? 
  1 Personal devices should be put 

away/locked away all day, including 
lunch, recess, free periods. 

2 Personal devices should be put away/locked 
away during class, but allowed at lunch, 

passing periods, off-periods, etc 

3 There should be no 
restrictions on personal 

devices during the school day 

Obs MOSE 

at002: cell phone 
policy wish 
school had 

 32.6  60.1   7.3 1094 +/- 3 

 

at003: In your opinion, do you think that allowing students to have personal devices during the school day: 
  1 Much less 

safe 
2 A little less 

safe 
3 No 

impact 
4 A little more 

safe 
5 Much more 

safe 
Obs MOSE 

at003b: allowing phones makes students feel more or less safe   6.5  13.3  33.2  32.6  14.4 1095 +/- 3 
at003c: allowing phones makes students feel more or less anxious   9.1  26.3  29.6  26.5   8.5 1095 +/- 3 
at003d: allowing phones makes it harder or easier for students to 
focus in class 

 38.8  26.4  20.3   6.9   7.7 1095 +/- 3 

at003a: allowing phones makes it harder or easier for students to 
complete work in class 

 29.9  26.4  27.6  10.2   5.8 1095 +/- 3 

at003e: allowing phones results in more or less cyberbullying  20.0  33.6  31.8   9.4   5.2 1094 +/- 3 
at003f: allowing phones results in more or less physical fights   8.5  20.9  57.0   9.0   4.7 1094 +/- 3 
at003g: allowing phones negatively or positively affects students 
overall mental health 

 18.8  33.9  29.0  12.5   5.7 1095 +/- 3 

at003h: allowing phones makes teachers job harder or easier  37.4  29.0  18.6   8.6   6.4 1095 +/- 3 
 

at004: Do you think that banning cell phones or other personal devices has made [NAME]: 
  1 Much less 

happy 
2 Less 
happy 

3 No 
impact 

4 More 
happy 

5 Much more 
happy 

Obs MOSE 

at004a: no personal device More or less happy   4.1  23.7  55.1  11.6   5.5 686 +/- 4 
at004b: no personal device More or less stressed out   5.7  16.2  60.9  14.0   3.3 687 +/- 4 



at004c: no personal device Do better or worse in school   0.1   3.2  56.2  27.6  12.9 687 +/- 4 
at004d: no personal device Have an easier or harder time making 
friends at school 

  0.4   5.7  76.3  11.5   6.1 687 +/- 4 

at004e: no personal device More or less likely to go to school   2.3   5.3  80.9   5.0   6.5 687 +/- 4 
at004f: no personal device More or less able to pay attention in 
class 

  0.2   2.5  39.5  41.5  16.4 687 +/- 4 

 

at005: Do you think that banning cell phones and other personal devices would make [NAME]: 
  1 Much less 

happy 
2 Less 
happy 

3 No 
impact 

4 More 
happy 

5 Much more 
happy 

Obs MOSE 

at005a: if no personal device More or less happy  12.6  33.7  37.3  11.3   5.0 409 +/- 5 
at005b: if no personal device More or less stressed out   3.3  19.6  46.1  25.4   5.6 409 +/- 5 
at005c: if no personal device Do better or worse in school   2.6  10.9  53.3  23.6   9.6 408 +/- 5 
at005d: if no personal device Have an easier or harder time making 
friends at school 

  4.9  10.5  62.7  17.2   4.8 409 +/- 5 

at005e: if no personal device More or less likely to go to school   3.3  10.9  76.1   6.5   3.2 409 +/- 5 
at005f: if no personal device More or less able to pay attention in 
class 

  5.4  11.0  43.7  29.0  10.9 409 +/- 5 

 


