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Research Summary

The civil gang injunction (CGI) is an increasingly popular suppression strategy. In-
terviews with 416 youth in areas with and without a CGI suggest that suppression-
oriented injunctions may have little useful impact on gang social dynamics. CGIs may
have promise as part of a comprehensive strategy that uses enbanced sanctions both
to suppress crime and to move individual gang offenders toward alternatives (such
as education, personal development, and jobs), allowing them to imagine alternative

social identities.

Policy Implications

Whether CGIs play a positive role in curtailing the activities of streer gang members or
whether they fuel it instead may depend on policy makers and criminal justice officials
ensuring that (a) gang members are approached as individuals, (b) the safety zone
is appropriately sized, and (c) police suppression activities are accompanied by gang-
Jocused social services and a clear, transparent escape clause. Successful implementation

depends on multiple city agencies being integrated into the CGI strategy early on.
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