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Why is this project important? 
 
The prevalence of trade protectionism has increased substantially over the 
past ten years—since the 2008 financial crisis, many countries have 
implemented or debated new trade barriers. This contrasts sharply with global 
trends in the preceding 50 years, which saw a sustained opening of national 
markets.  New research is needed to understand the causes and consequences 
of this shift.  
 
Our research studies these new patterns in global trade policy by analyzing 
the following questions: Are countries really becoming more protectionist? If 
so, how relevant is that protectionism for the world economy?  How much 
does the international trading network in which a country is embedded affect 
its trade policy preferences? 
 
Using data from the SPEC Lab’s IPE Data Resource as well as data from the 
World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and Global Trade Alert, the Trade 
Policy team began to apply social network analysis tools to test the hypothesis 
of a domino effect spread of trade protectionism in the last decade.  
 
One of the big achievements of this first semester is that we developed a 
research proposal to be presented at the APSA’s 11th Annual Political 
Networks Conference and Workshops—and it was not only accepted but also 
been a Fellowship from the National Science Foundation that will support our 
participation in the conference (to be held June 6 – 9, 2018 at the Schar School 
of Policy and Government at George Mason University). 
 
 
 



Progress in the first semester of the project  
 
1) Data: we finalized a panel dataset and dyadic dataset that includes all 

the protectionist and liberalizing policies sent and received by 180 
countries between 2008 and 2017.  This data will be sent to the IPE 
dataset to be included in the IPE dyadic data. 

 
2) We are now working on social network visualization that will be 

included as a descriptive analysis of the project.  
 
Here some examples of the visualizations we are working on:  
 
 

 

 
In these network diagrams, each node represents a country and each link is a 
protectionist policy sent from one country to another. As we can see, the 
“density” of protectionism has increased from 2008 to 2014. From network 
analysis we can also consider the degree to which these dynamics are 
concentrated by region.  
 

3) We are also working on a literature review of Trade Policy 
Preferences to show how this research on trading networks is 
theoretically relevant.   

 
Here is part of the theoretical explanation of why is this research is relevant 
to the current literature: 
 
A large body of research has considered the effect of international-level 
variables in shaping domestic trade policy decisions, focusing largely on 



international institutions. This paper studies the effect of international trading 
networks, which is the net of countries that share some trading relations with 
a nation, as a key factor in explaining countries' trade policy-making. 
 
3) To show some preliminary results and contribute to the current 

debate on “trade wars” and “trade policy retaliations” we wrote few 
short op-eds and essays during the semester (in yellow, co-authored by 
students): 
 

China, the U.S., and Latin America: Who’s trading more openly? 
By Nicolas Albertoni & Madeline Zheng    /   March 9, 2018 
Global Americans | Section: Economics, Trade & Development 
Link: https://theglobalamericans.org/author/nico-and-madeline/  
 
Latin America and the competitiveness race: Still a long way to go 
By Nicolás Albertoni & Mia Rudd    /   October 6, 2017 
Global Americans | Section: Economics, Trade & Development 
Link: https://theglobalamericans.org/2017/10/latin-america-competitiveness-race-still-long-way-go/ 

(Forthcoming) Latin America and the risk of a trade war 
By Nicolas Albertoni & Shir Attias /   May, 2018 
Global Americans | Section: Economics, Trade & Development 
Albertoni, N. & Jorge Heine, New Pacific Alliances: Transforming Transpacific Relations, Emerging 
Global Governance Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) April 
25, 2018. Link: <https://goo.gl/dUFub5>.   
Mercosur’s FTA with the European Union: Closer than ever before 
By Nicolás Albertoni  February 16, 2018 
Global Americans | Section: Economics, Trade & Development 
Link:https://theglobalamericans.org/2018/02/mercosurs-fta-european-union-closer-ever/ 

 

4) Considering that in the future we will be considering other case studies 
for a deeper analysis, we are now working on an original dataset on 
Uruguay’s International Agreement from the 1900s. We can develop 
this dataset thanks to a donation of historical books that Nicolas 
received from the Uruguay consulate in Los Angeles.  

 
For the next semester  
 
1) Start working on the main models to test our main hypotheses 
 
2) Work on the visualization of networks 
 
3) Prepare the paper to be presented in conferences  
 
4) Start working on some specific case studies; prepare some interviews for 

trade policy makers 
 

 


