
 
 

Crafting Sophisticated Sentences 
 
Goals 
 
This workshop focuses on the characteristics of advanced sentence composition. The first fifteen minutes will 
consist of reviewing the key terms and concepts, and the preparatory activity, from these pre-workshop materials, 
which student attendees are expected to read and complete in advance (the workshop is not a teacher-centered lesson 
in rules). Following that brief review, in the remaining thirty minutes students will dynamically interact with each 
other and the Writing Center consultant while actively engaging their own and others’ work. 
 
Materials Needed 
 
In order to participate fully in the workshop, bring the following:  

• A laptop or tablet with wireless internet capability (to access these materials during the workshop) 
• Your responses to the discussion questions (see “Preparatory Activity” below) 
• An essay you have written or are writing, whose argumentation you would like to explore 

 
Topic Overview 
 
Thoughtfully composed sentences are the medium by which writers communicate effectively, and crafting those 
sentences is essential to artful and persuasive writing. There are many strategies to elevate the quality of sentences. 
Parallel structure, for example, is a mark of sophistication, as are techniques for sentence combining including 
coordination and subordination (a writer should not seek, however, to elevate every sentence using combining 
because the result would be a dense block of compound and complex units). 
 
Graceful writing also utilizes variety in sentence type, length, and complexity as a means by which to entertain 
readers. When they are mindfully applied, parallel structure, sentence combining, and sentence variation greatly 
enrich writing. The way that writers employ these techniques helps to determine not only the rhythm of their work, 
but also the tone and style that audiences perceive when they read it. These tools allow writers to express meaning 
by what they say, as well as by how they say it. 
 
Key Terms and Concepts 
 

• Parallel Structure: This is a technique that draws readers’ attention to the connection between elements in 
sentences. In some situations, parallelism is required, but typically it is used for emphasis. Consider these 
two sentences from the Dalai Lama: “If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want to 
be happy, practice compassion.” This could also be expressed with a semi-colon: “If you want others to be 
happy, practice compassion; if you want to be happy, practice compassion.” 

• Sentence Combining: The bringing together of sentences can add elegance to writing. When using 
coordination, two independent clauses are combined with a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, 
yet, so). Sentences can also be conjoined through subordination, or linking them with a dependent marker 
(after, although, because, if, since, unless, when, while) or relative pronoun (who/whom, 
whoever/whomever, whose, that, which). 



o Coordination: Consider Dale Carnegie’s two sentences: “Success is getting what you want. 
Happiness is wanting what you get.” These are parallel, but could be coordinated as follows: 
“Success is getting what you want, and happiness is wanting what you get.” 

o Subordination: Consider this comment by George Burns: “Don’t stay in bed, unless you can 
make money in bed.” That sentiment, expressed with coordination, might look like this: “You 
can’t make money in bed, so don’t stay in bed.” 

• Sentence Variety: Sentences should not be too similar, for this creates monotonous prose that is boring to 
write and painful to read. Engaging compositions vary sentences by type, length, and complexity. 

o Type: Sentence type refers to the kind (question, statement, exclamation, declaration, et cetera) as 
well as the syntactic structure. 

o Length: Sentences ought to vary in length, but the best writers go a step further and use length 
variation to draw attention to what is contained in the short sentences. 

o Complexity: Sentence complexity is often varied as a byproduct of length variation, but artful 
writers consciously balance simple sentences with compound and complex sentences. 

 
Additional Resources 
 

• For an overview of the rules governing the topics of this workshop, students should consult the Writing 
Center’s resources regarding parallel structure and basic sentence forms. 

• Students may also want to consult the valuable materials available through the Purdue OWL regarding 
parallel structure, sentence punctuation patterns, and sentence variety. 

• For the most fulfilling education in the flexibility, variety, and subtlety of sentences, students should 
consciously observe gifted writers craft sentences and the effects of these on the reader. 

 
Preparatory Activity 
 
Before the workshop, please examine the following passage considering the discussion of artful sentence 
composition above. Please print the paragraph and bring it with you to the workshop. Be prepared to share 
your responses to the following discussion questions at the beginning of the workshop: 1.) Which sentences are 
parallel?  2.) Is the current parallel structure of the passage effective?  3.) How could you change 
sentences to better utilize parallel structure?  4.) What changes would you make to introduce sentence 
variety into the passage and what effects could this accomplish?  
 

Today, Global South is the preferred term to describe the marginalized regions of the 

world. Its popularization is a representation of much more than a mere adjustment to 

satisfy political correctness. It is a recognition that the disparities between regions 

deserve more than a mere adjustment to satisfy political correctness. It is a recognition 

that the disparities between regions are more than simply economic or political as 

indicated by its predecessors: it is a divide of development, health, education, 

opportunity, rights and of quality of life. International aid has the capability of closing 

this disparity and is a means by which the ideals of globalization—universality and 

harmony—can be achieved. Much aid has flowed into the Global South. Despite this, 

disparities between the Global South and developed nations continue to worsen. 

http://dornsife.usc.edu/assets/sites/903/docs/Parallel_Structure.pdf
http://dornsife.usc.edu/assets/sites/903/docs/Basic_Sentence_Forms.pdf
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/623/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/604/1/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/573/01/

