
2019 Micro-Seminar 
“That Belongs in a Museum!” 

Heritage, Conservation, and Repatriation in the 21st Century 
Instructor: Dr. Kirby Farah, Department of Anthropology 

 
Thursday, August 22, 2:30-4:00pm AND Friday, August 23, 10:00-11:30am 

Registration opens August 2, 2019 

 
In Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, Dr. Jones exclaims "that belongs in a museum!" as an 
unnamed villain pulls the fictional Cross of Coronado from his pocket. The phrase quickly became 
the presumed mantra of archaeologists, but 30 years later the issue is more complicated. Today, 
many objects housed in museums have complex histories. Some of these objects were the spoils 
of war, some were looted illegally and sold to collectors, and many were taken through 
processes of colonization. Increasingly, peoples and nations who feel that these objects belong 
to them are demanding their return and museums are grappling with how to address new 
concerns about ownership of heritage objects and their conservation. This micro-seminar uses 
diverse case studies from across the world to consider how museums can and should address 
mounting concerns surrounding their collections. We will also explore how advances in 
technology have created new avenues for conserving and repatriating objects. This course might 
be of particular interest to incoming students interested in archaeology, heritage studies, 
museum studies, art history, or ethics. 
 
About Micro-Seminars: Micro-Seminars are open to incoming first-year students during Welcome Week. 
The purpose of the micro-seminars is to introduce students to new subject matter in a field of interest to 
both them and the participating faculty member and to promote discussions between students and faculty 
in an informal, small-group setting before the official start of classes. Micro-Seminars are limited to twenty 
students. They are not graded and do not carry course credit. For more information about Micro-Seminars 
please visit: https://undergrad.usc.edu/first-year/micro-seminars/ 
 

To learn more about Dr. Kirby Farah, please visit her Dornsife faculty page. 


