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What is iNaturalist?  

 iNaturalist is a free tool that allows people to record, 
share, and discuss their observations 

 

 

 

 
 

 iNaturalist is designed to work on all devices       

                                         (it even works without cell reception or wifi) 
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What are Observations? 

 A Scientific Observation involves using your senses 
&/or tools to gather & record information in order 
to learn more about the natural world 
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Types of Data to Include in Observations 
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Installing iNaturalist on your Smart Device 

 Open the App Store on your device  

     & search for “iNaturalist” 
 

 Select & Install the App 
 

 Open the App 

Apple Android 
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Creating an Account & Signing-In 

 Open the App 
 

 Sign in using your Facebook or Google accounts,  or create an account 
using your email address & a username & password of your choosing 

 

Apple Android 
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Making Observations (on Apple device) 

https://vimeo.com/162581545 

https://vimeo.com/162581545
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Making Observations (on Apple device) 

1.   Click the “Observe”  Button 

2.   Add Photo(s) as Evidence 

3.   Enter the Name of the Species  
You can search for common species by type 
or select “Help me ID this Species” 

4. The Date & Time of your Observation                 
This should be added automatically 

5. The Location of your Observation    
This should be added automatically 

6. The Captive/Cultivated Setting 
Observations are assumed to be of wild phenomena                       
(i.e. organisms found in a tidepool at Pelican Cove).  
However, the if you are making an observation in an 
artificial setting (i.e. tidepool organisms in an Aquarium) 
you can (& should) select the “Captive/Cultivated” option 

7. Save your Observation 

8. Upload & Share your Observation  
This should happen automatically, however, you can turn off 
auto-upload from the app settings on the Me tab 

9. Check your Observations Activity 
Feedback on your observation from the community will 
appear beside your observation 

6 

7 
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Making Observations (on Android device) 

1.   Click the “Observe”  Button 

2.   Add Photo(s) as Evidence 

3.   Enter the Name of the Species  
You can search for common species by type 
or select “Help me ID this Species” 

4. The Date & Time of your Observation                 
This should be added automatically 

5. The Location of your Observation    
This should be added automatically 

6. The Captive/Cultivated Setting 
Observations are assumed to be of wild phenomena                       
(i.e. organisms found in a tidepool at Pelican Cove).  
However, the if you are making an observation in an 
artificial setting (i.e. tidepool organisms in an Aquarium) 
you can (& should) select the “Captive/Cultivated” option 

7. Save your Observation 

8. Upload & Share your Observation  
This should happen automatically, however, you can turn off 
auto-upload from the app settings on the Me tab 

9. Check your Observations Activity 
Feedback on your observation from the community will 
appear beside your observation 

6 

7 
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Making Observations (on the Website) 

6 

7 

1. Go to “iNaturalist.org” & Log in to your Account 
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Making Observations (on the Website) 

6 

7 

2. Select Add from the Pulldown Menu under your Username 
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Making Observations (on the Website) 

3.   Enter the Name of the Species  
You can search for common species by type 

or select “ID Please?” 

4.   The Captive/Cultivated Setting 
Observations are assumed to be of wild 
phenomena (i.e. organisms found in a tidepool at 
Pelican Cove).  However, the if you are making an 
observation in an artificial setting (i.e. tidepool 
organisms in an Aquarium) you can (& should) 
select the “Captive/Cultivated” option 

5.   The Location of your Observation    
Enter the Location’s name in the search bar,                            
or enter the GPS Coordinates, or navigate to the 
location on the map 

6.   Add Media (Photos or Audio) as 
Evidence  

7.   The Date & Time of your Observation                 

8. Enter a Description 

3 
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9.   Add Tags (enter key terms to help people find your observation during a search)   

10.  Add a Data Field (i.e. Length, Width, Temperature, etc.) 

11.   Save your Observation 
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Time to Practice 

Try using your iNaturalist app to make observations of tidepool animals in 
our touch pool.  Since this is an artificial setting, make sure to select the 

“Captive/Cultivated” option on each observation 


