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Welcome 
 

 
Welcome to graduate study in Molecular and Computational Biology at USC! We hope that your 
years here are exciting and fruitful. The purpose of this guide is to help smooth the way during your first 
few weeks, as well as to provide important information about our Ph.D. programs, being a graduate 
student at USC, and life in Los Angeles in general. 
 
In addition to this guide, a good source of information is provided in a free booklet entitled SCampus, 
which can be obtained online at http://www.usc.edu/dept/publications/SCAMPUS/. Of course, it is 
always a good idea to solicit information and advice from staff and faculty. 
 
Ian Ehrenreich (ehrenrei@usc.edu) serves as the Director of Graduate Studies to first-year students 
on the Molecular Biology Ph.D. track and Frank Alber (alber@usc.edu) serves as the Director of 
Graduate Studies to the first-year students on the Computational Biology and Bioinformatics Ph.D. 
track. Feel free to talk to your director, or with any faculty member, if you have any questions about 
the program or would like advice on finding an advisor. 
 
Our support staff is also available to assist with procedures for registration and other logistical details. 
Hayley Peltz is the Student Services Advisor (x05188,  hpeltz@usc.edu); she is located in RRI 201, mc 
2910. Dawn Burke (x05774, dawnburk@usc.edu) is the Graduate Programs Manager for Biological 
Sciences; she is located in AHF 107-G, mc 0371. Laura Cajero (x02409,  lel@usc.edu) is the Contracts 
and Grants Coordinator for MCB; she is located in RRI 201, mc 2910. Katie Boeck (x14464, 
kathlejw@usc.edu) is the Administrative Assistant II for MCB; she is located in RRI 201, mc 2910. 
 
Once again, welcome to the program! 
 
 
Myron F. Goodman, Professor  
Section Head, Molecular and Computational Biology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:%20(ehrenrei@usc.edu)
mailto:(alber@usc.edu)
mailto:catherine.atienza@usc.edu
mailto:lel@usc.edu
mailto:kathlejw@usc.edu


USC Molecular and Computational Biology Handbook Fall 2014 

 

3 

 
Welcome 

 
Dear Incoming Graduate Students, 
 
On behalf of the Molecular and Computational Biology Graduate Student Association (MCBGSA), I 
want to welcome you to our program. We will be planning a number of events throughout the year for 
you to meet your fellow graduate students as well as faculty, staff, and post-docs in the program. 
Following a long tradition, one of the first events you can participate in will be a Welcome Barbeque for 
you in the fall. There is also the Annual Retreat in November at the Lake Arrowhead Resort. This is a 
great time to become familiar with the research in our department (keep your eye out for rotations). 
Though this is a mandatory event, it is a ton of fun! 
 
Other events you can look forward to are: 
 
• Mentoring events (for info on rotations, housing, etc.)  
• Career Development Series  
• Friday BBQs 
• Casino Night  
• IM Sports  
• Day trips to local sights and events  

 
I invite you to participate in all our events, including our student-run seminars and social hours held on 
select Fridays. Don't miss the opportunity to participate in MCBGSA and help make our program a 
rewarding experience for everyone. Please feel free to send me your questions and comments by 
email to eboreime@usc.edu. And again, welcome to USC and to our program. 
 
Jordan Eboreime  
Vice President  
Molecular and Computational Biology Graduate Student Association 
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Registration Process 
 
ACTION SEE 
 
First year students course advisement:  

   Molecular Biology Hayley Peltz (RRI 101, x05188) 

  Computational Biology Frank Alber (RRI 413E, x02415) 

   

 After your first semester, a registration notice will appear in your mailbox.  

 

 For “D” clearance, fill out the request form at http://dornsife.usc.edu/bisc/d-clearance-and-wait-
list-information/. Requesting D-clearance requires Shibboleth authentication using your USC 
credentials (USC e-mail user name and password). You must include your student ID number 
and five-digit course number in the request.  

 
 Students in the Computational Biology and Bioinformatics (CBB) program must get 

permission from Professor Frank Alber or their advisors for the courses they are taking.  
 

 Register via Web Registration (follow directions in the Schedule of Classes).  
 

 Pay all necessary fees shown on fee bill by deadline.  
 

 Pick up your ID card from USCard services (PSX).  
 

 
If you have any problems with your fee bill, please see Hayley Peltz. 
 
 
USC Service      Location 
 
Registration Packets Trojan Hall, 1st Floor (TRO-101) 
Enrollment & Drop/Add 
 
American Language Institute ALI Office (JEF-206) 
 
Office of International Services Grace Ford Salvatori Hall, 1st Floor (GFS-120) 
 
USCard Parking Structure X (PSX) 
 
Health Insurance Engemann Student Health Center (ESH) 
 
Housing/Dining Services Parking Structure X (PSX) 
 
Financial Aid John Hubbard Hall (JHH) 
 
Transportation/Parking Permits/Ridesharing Parking Structure X (PSX) 
 
Payment of Fees/Cashier's Office King Hall, 2nd Floor (KOH) 
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Procedures for the 

Graduate Programs in Molecular and Computational Biology 

 

There are two Ph.D. programs in the Molecular and Computational Biology Section: Molecular 
Biology and Computational Biology and Bioinformatics. 
 
Requirements for the Ph.D. in Molecular Biology: 

 
A. Course Requirements: A minimum of 24 of the 60 units required for the Ph.D. degree must be in 

course work, exclusive of dissertation research. These must include the core courses, BISC 502a 
(4 units) and BISC 502b (4 units), to be completed within the first year with no less than a "B" (3.0) 
in each class. Additionally, students will register for BISC 504L (3 units) and BISC 790 (4 units) for 
laboratory rotations. Students are required to enroll in BISC 544 (2 units) during the spring Semester 
of their first year. Students are also required to take the course titled “Practical Statistics and 
Bioinformatics” during the Fall Semester of their second year (2 units; BISC 576). Participation in 
the research seminar series (BISC 542, Journal Club, 1 unit) is required each semester for the first 
three years, and encouraged for the student's entire graduate career. Students are required to enroll 
in BISC 593 (2 units) during the fall semester of their second year for TA preparation taken before 
or concurrently with a first TA assignment. Students, in consultation with their Dissertation mentor, 
must elect to take one additional 4 unit course at the graduate level (400 or 500 courses only).  

 
Registration for first-year students is the following:  
Fall Semester  Spring Semester  

BISC 502A 4 units BISC 502B 4 units 

BISC 542     1 unit BISC 542 1 unit 

BISC 790 4 units BISC 504L 3 units 

BISC 504L 3 units BISC 790 2 units 
           BISC 544       2 units 

 
Registration for second-year students is the following:  
Fall semester  Spring Semester  

BISC 542 1 unit BISC 542 1 unit 

BISC 576 2 units BISC 790 5 units 

BISC 790 3 units   

BISC 593 2 units   

 
Ethics Course: We expect the highest level of ethical behavior from our students. As part of their 
training, students are required to take a seminar in research ethics within their first three years. 
Currently, there are two ways to fulfill this requirement. The first is the two-session seminar taught by 
Executive Vice Provost Michael Quick as part of the Center for Excellence in Teaching (CET). 
Another option is to take the summer seminar INTD-500 at the Keck School of Medicine. All of these 
options provide students with a letter of completion at the end of the course. A copy of this letter 
must be provided to the section office to be placed in your permanent file. 

 

Academic Probation : Students with a GPA of less than 3.0 are automatically placed on academic 
probation. This can occur at the end of any semester. At the discretion of the Graduate Committee, 
a student may be allowed a maximum of three (3) semesters from the date of entry into the 
program in which to meet the minimum 3.0 GPA. However, a student with a GPA below 3.0 will not 
be allowed to receive any financial support without a petition to the Vice Provost for graduate 
programs. Approval is given for one semester only IF the GPA is not raised to 3.0 after one 
semester. Otherwise the student will be denied further financial support from USC. The graduate 

committee will decide on the status of a student on probation. There will be no appeal of their 

decision to the 
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faculty as a whole. The committee may ask a student on probation to take a specific course 
selected to fulfill a role similar to the core courses to recover from probation. If, at the completion 
of that course, the "core course" GPA and overall GPA is not 3.0 or above, the student will 
be dismissed from the program. See the section on Academic Performance and Evaluation for 
more detailed information. 

 
Limitations of Registration: Students are not permitted to register for courses outside of required 
courses without the written approval of their advisor and the graduate committee. Students 
registering for additional courses without prior approval will be required to drop them. Once a 
student has passed the qualifying examination, they will register for Dissertation units only, unless 
the advisor and graduate committee agrees to additional courses. 

 
Limitations of Degrees: Students accepted into the Ph.D. Program in Molecular Biology are not 
allowed to pursue another degree at the University without written approval of their advisor and the 
graduate committee. If a student applies to and is admitted to another program without the consent 
of their advisor and the committee they may be dismissed from the program. The student and the 
advisor should send a signed letter to the graduate committee outlining why the request to enter the 
additional degree program should be considered. The request needs to be made at least one 
semester before enrolling in the additional Degree program. We expect all students to be primarily 
focused on their Ph.D. research projects while they are enrolled in the MCB graduate program. 

 
Teaching Experience: Experience in teaching is considered to be an important part of your 
training. Students are expected to TA for two semesters. Students who do not TA during their 
first year are expected to TA for at least two semesters later on; at least one of these 
should be in the 2nd or 3rd year. The timing should be chosen in consultation with their advisor. 
However, they are expected to continue with their dissertation research. Students receive a 
stipend during the semesters they TA.  
  

Students and their advisors must sign a form requesting a TAship in the semester previous 
to the desired appointment. This form is binding, and students will not be released from the 
teaching commitment unless they identify another qualified student and advisor who sign a binding 
form. We take our teaching responsibility seriously and expect our TAs to do the same. 

  
Teaching assignments are determined by faculty, student requests, and student seniority, 

but above all, departmental requirements. Dissatisfaction with the assignment is not grounds for 
resigning the position. Students who resign their TA slots and then attempt to regain them will be 
at the back of the queue and may not be accommodated. 

 

B. Laboratory Rotations  
(1st Year)  

 
1. The choice of a research area and a faculty advisor is a major decision made by our graduate 

students. To assist in this process, as well as to introduce individuals to the nature of basic 
research, the Molecular Biology program requires graduate students to spend approximately 
eight weeks in each of three laboratory rotations. Students and advisors may discuss research 
opportunities but are not allowed to make any official commitment to one another until near the 
completion of the third rotation.  

 

Students must rotate in three different faculty research laboratories during their first year. 
During rotations the student should receive some knowledge of the background of the 
research area, get some ideas for potential thesis projects, and be introduced to the 
technology involved, including "hands on" experience in the laboratory. Laboratory rotations 
are limited to members of the Molecular and Computational Biology Graduate Program (see 
faculty list in “Directories”), except under special circumstances. Student requests for off-
program rotations are limited to the third (or fourth) rotation and must receive written 
permission from the graduate committee chair.  
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2. Rotations will be assigned on the basis of student requests and available space. Students 
may request rotations with particular faculty after a series of introductory research talks 
given during the first weeks of the Fall Semester. Faculty who make these presentations 
have agreed to take rotation students. However, because of space and funding limitations, 
no faculty member is required to accept rotation students. Students must confirm their 
faculty member with Hayley Peltz each rotation; the student and the faculty member must 
sign a document for verification. If a faculty member is unable to sign, Hayley Peltz must 
receive email confirmation from the faculty member. Students cannot continue with the 
rotation unless confirmation is received.  

 
3. Rotation performance is the basis of BISC 504 (3 units) and BISC 790 (4 units) credit/no 
credit grades given by the graduate program chair. For each rotation, the rotation supervisor 
will file the appropriate approval form. Satisfactory progress in rotations is an essential 
component of normal academic progress during the first year. 

 
4. At the discretion of the graduate committee, students who fail to identify a lab for 
dissertation research in their first three rotations may be allowed to perform a fourth/summer 
rotation. However, the department does not have funds for summer rotations and the 
students generally must find an advisor willing to pay the student as a research assistant. 
Continued failure to identify an advisor will result in dismissal from the graduate program. 

 
D. Screening Exam 

(1st Year) 
 

The screening exam is designed to test the students’ general knowledge of molecular and 
computational biology and related fields. The final exams for BISC 502A and BISC 502B will be 
used as the screening exam. An average of a B or higher grade across the exams is required to 
pass the screening exam, and successful completion of the screening exam is required for 
progression to the written and oral qualification exams. Failure to pass the screening exam is 
grounds for dismissal from the program. The student may be allowed to retake the final exam(s) 
during the summer of the same year at the discretion of the graduate committee.  
 

E. Selection of Dissertation Research Supervisor   
(1st Year - must be completed by the end of spring semester)  

 
1. The Dissertation Research Supervisor must be a member of the Molecular and 

Computational Biology Graduate Program. Regular faculty members and affiliate faculty 
members approved by the Graduate School are eligible to chair dissertation committees.   

a.) Students who wish to join the laboratory of a non-affiliated faculty member will be 
asked to resign from MCB and join their proposed advisor’s affiliated graduate 
program. This situation is rare because rotations are usually limited to MCB 
graduate program faculty.   

b.) Admission to a laboratory is entirely at the discretion of the faculty member. No 
advisor is required to accept any student regardless of rotations or other student 
status.   

c.) The student, not the program, is responsible for identifying a dissertation advisor.  

 
2. Dissertation research is to be carried out primarily in the laboratory of the dissertation 

advisor. Being a graduate student is a year-round commitment independent of the 
academic calendar. You do not get summers off, and you must arrange time for vacation 
with your advisor. Research does not fit into 40 hour work weeks, so you should expect to 
spend long hours and weekends in the lab. There is a direct relationship between the time 
and effort that you put in to your dissertation research, and the quality of and speed to your 
degree.  
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3. Both the student and the research advisor retain the right to terminate the advisor/advisee 
arrangement at any time upon consultation with the Graduate Program director and 
graduate committee. The Graduate Program is not responsible for placing students in a 
new laboratory, and will set a deadline for the student to identify a new laboratory. Other 
programmatic rules remain in effect. An MCB degree requires that the student has 
completed MCB requirements including written and oral examinations, TAships, and 
coursework. Therefore senior Ph.D. students transferring into the program are not allowed. 

 
4. Identification of a dissertation advisor by the end of the first year is required to maintain a   

“satisfactory” rating in the program and is also required to take the Written Qualifying 

Examination. Students who fail to identify an advisor will be dismissed from the program. 
  

E. Qualifying Exam Committee Selection  
(Paperwork submitted no later than 30 days prior to Written Qualifying Exam submission) 

 
1. Sometime during the second year, you must select your Qualifying Exam Committee. The 

composition of this committee is usually the same as your dissertation committee. Students 
must turn in the signed “Appointment of Committee” form (found on the Graduate School 
website) to Hayley Peltz in order for the USC Dornsife College to approve the committee. This 
form requires 30 days for processing. Students must also submit the “Request to take the 
Ph.D. Qualifying Examination” form (found on the Graduate School website) to Hayley Peltz 
30 days prior to the Written Qualifying Exam submission. This form may be turned in at the 
same time as the “Appointment of Committee” form. 

 
2. The Qualifying Exam Committee must have at least five (5) members, at least three of which 

must have a PRIMARY appointment in MCB (refer to the handbook directory for primary MCB 
appointment faculty members).  

 
3. The student, in consultation with their Dissertation Advisor, chooses the committee. Students 

without approved committees may not take their Written Qualifying Exam.  
 

4. By the end of the second year, students should hold a meeting to formalize their Qualifying Exam 
Committee, complete appropriate paperwork, and assess their degree progress to date. 
 

G. Written Qualifying Examination  
(Taken by the end of the 5th academic semester at the latest)  
 

1. The Written Qualifying Exam will consist of a description of the research project of the student 
organized as a mini-grant proposal. This exam is designed to probe the students’ depth of 
knowledge of their field of research, their ability to put their studies in the context of the larger 
field, articulate importance and innovative aspects of their studies, and illustrate preliminary 
results obtained during the first year of research and a detailed plan of their future research. 
Students must demonstrate satisfactory research progress. 
 

2. Students must send the specific aims page to all Qualifying Exam Committee members for 
approval before continuing with the proposal. 

 
3. Students must submit the completed Written Qualifying Exam proposal to all members of the 

Qualifying Exam Committee for evaluation at least 10 days prior to the Oral Qualifying Exam. 
If any committee member determines that the written proposal is not satisfactory, the Oral 
Qualifying Exam may be postponed. 

 
4. The Qualifying Exam Exam must be completed by the 5th academic semester (Fall semester of 

the third year). Failure to comply within the time limit will result in the student not being 
permitted to register for the subsequent semester. The research proposal is expected to be an 



USC Molecular and Computational Biology Handbook Fall 2014 

 

9 

independent project generated by the student. The advisor is required to read and approve the 
proposal to assure that the students’ work has been generated independently from pre-existing 
grant proposals and other written exams generated by the same lab. Plagiarism of any kind, 
including copying parts of a grant proposal of the advisor, will result in expulsion from the 
program. 

 
5. The written exam will be rigorously assessed and must be at least 10 pages double-spaced with 

0.5-inch margins and 11-point font. The introduction of the project should correspond to the first 
chapter of the student’s dissertation and present an exhaustive review of the field. The research 
proposal is expected to be roughly organized as an NIH grant, as follows: 

 
1 Page: Specific Aims 
2.5 Pages: Introduction. 
0.5 Page: Significance and Innovation 
3 Pages: Preliminary results 
4 Pages: Research plan (such as 3 Aims, each structured in sub-Aims)  
 
An abstract must be added at the beginning of the proposal. Figures, figure 
legends and literature referenced throughout the proposal should be added at 
the end of the proposal (no more than 10 figures, no page limit for literature). 

 

6. Students who fail the Written Qualifying Examination may be dismissed from the program.  

 
G. Oral Qualifying Examination  

(Taken or scheduled to be taken by 5th academic semester at the latest – no more than 60 days 
after Written Qualifying Exam) 

 
1. The oral examination will consist of a presentation of preliminary results and a research 

proposal to the Qualifying Examination Committee. Students are expected to have 
extensive knowledge of the literature related to their project as well as the general 
literature in their field. They are also expected to have extensive understanding of the 
techniques used in the field, their approaches and preliminary results. They are 
expected to discuss their research plan in great detail, potential problems and 
alternative strategies. Advisors are allowed to attend the oral exam, but should not 
speak for their student and will not vote on the outcome. The Qualifying Examination 
Committee may ask the advisor to recuse themselves if they are disruptive.  

 
2. The Oral Qualifying Examination must be taken or scheduled to be taken by the 5th 

academic semester (Fall semester of the 3rd year) at the latest. The Oral Qualifying 
Examination must be taken within 60 days of the Written Qualifying Exam procedure. 
Failure to comply within the time limit will result in the student not being permitted to 
register for the subsequent semester. 

 
3. If two or more Qualifying Exam Committee members vote to fail the student in their Oral 

Qualifying Exam, he or she will be dismissed from the program. In exceptional cases, 
the Graduate Committee might decide to allow the student a second chance to pass the 
qualification exam, which must be taken within three months.  

 
H. Dissertation Committee Selection  

 
1. Upon successful completion of the Oral Qualifying Examination, the student must select the 

Dissertation Committee. The student, in consultation with their Dissertation Advisor, chooses the 
committee.  
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2. The Dissertation Committee must be composed of at least four faculty members, three of which 
must have primary appointments in Molecular and Computational Biology. This is generally 
composed of the same members as the Qualifying Examination Committee. 

 

3. Students must turn in the signed “Appointment of Committee” form (found on the Graduate School 
website) to Hayley Peltz in order for the USC Dornsife College to approve the committee. This 
form requires 30 days for processing.  

 

I. Doctoral Dissertation  

 

1. Upon successful completion of the Written and Oral Qualifying Examinations, the student is 
advanced to candidacy for the Ph.D. The student must register for BISC 794 (Doctoral 
Dissertation) during every semester in residence, excluding summers, until completion of 
defense and must register for these courses in order (A,B,C,D, and then Z until graduation).  

 

2. Students are required to meet with their Dissertation Committee each year. The first meeting 
after the Oral Examination should include a formal proposal of the dissertation topic. Failure to 
meet with the committee each year will result in a hold being placed on registration. Suitable 
progress in dissertation research must be demonstrated at each yearly meeting to maintain 
good standing in the program. Students who fail to make satisfactory and timely progress may 
be dismissed from the program. A brief report of these meetings should be filed each year with 
Hayley Peltz by the student’s dissertation advisor.  

 

J.          Defense of the Dissertation  

 
1. The defense of the dissertation will be a public seminar of the final draft of the dissertation. In 

most cases, a defense oral will suffice if approved by the dissertation committee in the required 
pre-defense meeting.  
 

2. Prior to scheduling a defense date, and upon approval from their dissertation advisor, students 
must meet with Dawn Burke to ensure all program requirements have been met. 

 

3. The student must register for BISC 794 in the semester that the defense is planned (except 
during the summer session) and submit the title and date of the defense to the Graduate 
School no later than thirty days prior to the defense. A copy of the dissertation must be 
provided to committee members a minimum of two weeks before the defense to allow for 
thorough evaluation.  
 

4. The student must have all Dissertation Committee Members sign the “Approval to Submit” 
form. Submission instructions can be found on the Graduate School website: 
http://www.usc.edu/schools/GraduateSchool/current_thesis_dissert_02.html 

 
5. Please note: The Department will prepare 3 bound copies of the dissertation at no charge to 

the student. One copy is for the student, one for the dissertation adviser, and one for the 
department.  

 
Additional information about requirements of the program can be found in the University of Southern 
California Catalogue: http://catalogue.usc.edu/.  
Many of the forms, policies, and procedures can be found at the Graduate School’s website: 
http://www.usc.edu/schools/GraduateSchool/current_guidelines_forms_03.html 

 
Information contained in this section serves as a guide and is subject to change as we continually 
improve the educational experience of our Ph.D. candidates. 
 
 
 

http://catalogue.usc.edu/
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Requirements for the Ph.D. in Computational Biology and Bioinformatics: 

 
A. Course Requirements: The students must complete, with a “B” average, a minimum of 60 units 

of courses carrying graduate credit and approved by the guidance committee. The required 
courses include: BISC 542, CSCI 570, MATH 505A, MATH 541A, and MATH 578AB, in which 
students need to pass with “B” or above. The students must take at least one biology course in 
the area of molecular biology, genetics, or biochemistry. An additional 6 units of elective 
courses will be taken from the following list: BISC 502AB, BISC 505, BISC 510AB, MATH 502A, 
MATH 505B, MATH 541B, MATH555A, MATH 650, CSCI 521, CSCI 567, CSCI 670, CSCI 559 
or other courses that are approved by the student’s advisor. Students must register for a minimum 
of 4 units of dissertation research (BISC 794ab). Students must be registered in BISC 542 
(Computational Section) their first 3 years in the program (6 semesters). Students are required to 
enroll in BISC 593 (2 units) during the fall semester of their second year for TA preparation taken 
before or concurrently with a first TA assignment.  

 
A sample course list for the first three semesters of study: 

 
1st Year – Fall 1st Year - Spring 
Math 505A MATH 578A 
CSCI 570 MATH 541A  
BISC 542 BISC 542  
BISC 502A or BISC 320 or BISC 325 BISC 577A 

 
2nd Year – Fall 2nd Year - Spring 
Math 578B BISC 542  
ELECTIVE 1 ELECTIVE 2  
BISC 542 
BISC 593 

 

All of the classes in the sample course list are mandatory. A student may not cancel a course 

during the semester. 

 
Lab Rotation. All first year students need to take two faculty lab rotations, one per semester, in 
the first year. Students are expected to regularly meet with the faculty and participate in the lab 
meetings during the rotation. 

 

B. Screening Procedure  

 
The screening examination should be taken by the end of the 2nd semester in the program. If the 
student fails the examination, the department, at its discretion, may permit the student to take it 
again during the next year. The screening examination consists of written examinations on topics 
including molecular biology, computer algorithms, and mathematical probability and statistics.  

 
Summer Research and Choosing Advisor. All first year students need to make arrangements for 
summer research before May 1 of the same calendar year. Students should inform the graduate 
student faculty advisor of the name of the computational biology faculty with whom they will work 
in the summer. Students are allowed to choose a non-computational biology faculty member as 
a co-advisor but supervision by a computational biology faculty is required.  

 

C. Oral Qualifying Examination  

 
All students take the qualifying examination within two semesters following successful completion 
of the screening examination. The written portion of the qualifying examination consists of a 
dissertation proposal. This document should include: introduction, statement of the problem, 
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literature survey, methodology, summary of preliminary results, proposed research, references, 
appendix (including one or two fundamental references). 

 
The oral portion of the qualifying examination consists of presentation of the Ph.D. 
dissertation proposal. The student must demonstrate research potential. The oral portion of 
the qualifying examination will take place at a special examination day, where all the students 
will present their oral dissertation proposals. The date of the examination day will be a year 
after the screening exams. The guidance committee should be provided with a draft of the 
proposal at least ten days prior to the date of the oral examination day. 

 
D. Limitations of Degrees 

 
Students accepted into the CBB Ph.D. Program are not allowed to pursue another degree at the 
University without written approval from their advisor and the graduate committee and only after 
they passed the screening exams and selected an advisor. If a student applies to and is admitted 
to another program without the consent of their advisor and the committee, they may be dismissed 
from the program. The student and the advisor should send a signed letter to the graduate 
committee outlining why the request to enter the additional degree program should be considered. 
The request needs to be made at least one semester before enrolling in the additional degree 
program. We expect all students to be primarily focused on their Ph.D. research projects while 
they are enrolled in the CBB graduate program. 

 
E.       Transfer of Credit 

 
No transfer of credit will be considered until the screening examination is passed. A maximum 
of 30 units of graduate work at another institution may be applied toward the course 
requirements for the Ph.D. A grade of B- (A = 4.0) or lower will not be accepted and, at most, 
two grades of B will be accepted. A Ph.D. candidate may petition the department for transfer 
of additional credit, after he or she passes the qualifying examination.  

 

 

F.        Dissertation  

 
Following passage of the screening examination and approval of a dissertation proposal by 
the guidance committee, the student begins research toward the dissertation under the 
supervision of the dissertation committee. Although any faculty member within MCB can 
serve as advisor, the guidance committee must include at least one faculty member whose 
primary focus is computational biology. The primary requirement of the Ph.D. is an 
acceptable dissertation based on a substantial amount of original research conducted by the 
student.  
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Academic Performance and Evaluation 
 
The University and the Molecular and Computational Biology Graduate Program expect that all 
students will demonstrate both academic proficiency and research accomplishment. To ensure 
appropriate progress, the appropriate graduate committee will review the performance of all students at 
least once a year (twice for 1st year students). Progress will be rated as excellent, satisfactory, or 
unsatisfactory . One unsatisfactory rating will result in a letter of warning to the student. Two 
unsatisfactory ratings may lead to dismissal from the program at the discretion of the graduate 
committee. 
  

GPA: Students who fall below the required GPA (3.0) have failed to demonstrate minimal 
qualification for the program. At the end of the first year, students who do not have a minimal 3.0 GPA 
may be terminated at the discretion of the graduate committee. Students with sub-3.0 GPAs may be 
allowed to continue in the program, but only if they have exceptional research performance, 
compelling faculty support, and evidence that they are otherwise qualified. Such students are formally 
on academic probation and are considered provisional. 

  
Teaching qualification: International (foreign) students are required to pass language exams 

to qualify them for teaching. As stated in the offer letter, this is required for entry into the program. 
Students who do NOT pass the English exam may be allowed to stay for one semester only if RA 
funding can be found, but they will have an unsatisfactory rating. Students who fail the exam a second 
time will be given an automatic second unsatisfactory rating and will be dismissed from the program. 

 

Evaluation in the Molecular Biology Program 
1st year: Performance will be evaluated each semester based on GPA and rotation evaluations. 
Students admitted on TA-ships are expected to perform their duties to the satisfaction of the 
instructors. Students who fail to perform in BISC502a/b (the Screening Exam) or do not show 
outstanding scientific progress will receive a written warning after the first semester. If the situation 
does not improve, or if the student fails to find a sponsoring laboratory, the student may be dismissed 
from the program after the spring semester. BISC502a/b now serves as the preliminary screen for 
qualifying exams. Students who do not perform well in BISC502a/b generally will not be considered 
eligible for the qualifying exams, nor qualified to continue in the program. 
 
2nd year: Performance will be evaluated based on GPA and laboratory evaluation.  
 
3rd year: Performance will be evaluated based on GPA, laboratory evaluation, written and oral 
qualifying exams (taken before the end of the fall semester), dissertation proposal, and committee 
meetings (first regular committee meeting should be a presentation of the proposed dissertation topic 
and outline). Students who do not pass the qualifying exams may be offered the opportunity of 
remediation at the discretion of the graduate committee. Students who do not complete their qualifying 
exams in a timely fashion will have a hold placed on their registration and/or may be dismissed from 
the program. 

 
Senior Ph.D. students: The dissertation committee and advisor must report on the student's 
progress each year. It is strongly recommended that any problems be identified to the graduate 
committee so that they can be dealt with promptly. Students in their 4th or 5th year should 
demonstrate substantial scientific accomplishment and be on the road to independence. We hope 
that students will complete their degree within 5-6 years. Generally, students must be actively 
involved in research in their advisor’s lab to be considered as making satisfactory progress. 
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Master’s degree: Students who pass written and oral exams but decide to leave the program may 
apply for a Master's Degree. The M.S. will generally NOT be recommended for ongoing students, 
and will not be offered to students who are unable to pass the appropriate exams demonstrating 
proficiency in molecular biology. 

 
Evaluation in the Computational Biology Program  
First Year. Performance will be evaluated each semester based on scholarship (GPA). Students 
admitted on TA-ships are expected to perform their duties to the satisfaction of the teaching 
faculty. Until the screening exam, the student's program is under the direction of an initial guidance 
committee composed of members of the admissions committee and the graduate student advisor. 
Performance will be evaluated each semester based on course grades and on progress with the 
required courses which the student should complete by the time of the screening exam. 
 
Screening Exam. The screening examination should be taken at the end of the 2nd semester in 
the program. The screening examination consists of three written examinations on the topics of 
molecular biology, probability and statistics, and algorithms. If the student fails more than one 
exam, they will usually be dismissed from the program. If the student fails one exam, that exam 
may, with the consultation of the guidance committee, be retaken the next year. 
 
Qualifying Examination. The qualifying examination should be taken within two semesters 
following successful completion of the screening examination. Requirements for the written portion 
and the oral portion are described in the USC Catalogue. The student must demonstrate research 
potential. 
 
The written portion of the qualifying examination consists of a dissertation proposal. This document 
should include: introduction, statement of the problem, literature survey, methodology, summary of 
preliminary results, proposed research, references, appendix (including one or two fundamental 
references). 
 
The oral portion of the qualifying examination consists of presentation of the Ph.D. dissertation 
proposal. The student must demonstrate research potential. The student must present the 
guidance committee with a draft of the proposal at least ten days prior to the date of the oral 
examination. 
 
Each Succeeding Year. The guidance committee will meet every year and the evaluation form 
needs to be filled out by the committee. The committee considers the student's progress toward a 
dissertation as well as evaluates the course work. 
 
Dissertation. Following completion of the screening examination and approval of a dissertation 
proposal by the guidance committee, the student begins research toward the dissertation under the 
supervision of the dissertation committee. Although any faculty member within MCB can serve as 

advisor, the guidance committee must include at least one faculty member whose primary focus is 

computational biology. The primary requirement of the Ph.D. is an acceptable dissertation containing 

novel methodology development based on a substantial amount of original research conducted by 

the student. 
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Timeline to Degree 

Molecular Biology Ph.D. 
 

 

1. 1st Year 
Completion of BISC 502A and BISC 502B with a grade of a “B” or higher 
(Screening Exam). Minimum 3.0 overall GPA. 

2. 1st Year Successful completion of rotations in three laboratories 

3. 1st Year Selection of a Dissertation Advisor by end of the spring semester. 
 
4. 1st Year  Selection of Qualifying Exam Committee (following the Screening Examination) 
 

5. 2nd Year     Initiation of dissertation research by the first summer. 

6. 2nd/3rd Year            Completion of other required coursework. 

7. 2nd/3rd Year 

     

    Complete Written Qualifying Exam; pass by end of first semester of 3rd year. 
 

 
8. 2nd/3rd Year   Complete Oral Qualifying Examination; pass by end of first semester of 3rd year 

  

9.         2nd/3rd Year      Selection of Dissertation Committee (following Qualifying exams) 

10.       3rd Year+      Completion of required ethics course by the end of third year 

11.       3rd Year+      Defense of Dissertation to MCB and the scientific community 
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Timeline to Degree 

Computational Biology and Bioinformatics Ph.D. 
 
 

1. 1st Year Completion of courses with minimum 3.0 grade point average. 

2. 1st Year End of the Spring: Complete Screening Examination. 

3. 2nd Year End of the Spring: Complete Qualifying Examination. 

4.  
Submission and oral defense of a Dissertation acceptable to Dissertation 
Committee and the Graduate School. 

   

5.  

Delivery of a dissertation defense seminar to the Molecular and 
Computational Biology faculty and students, which will be open to the 
scientific community. 
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Ethics and Academic Integrity 

 
It should be obvious that we aspire to excellence in all aspects of our science. Therefore, 
we expect the highest level of ethical behavior and academic integrity from our students, 
as well as from our staff and faculty.  
 
Plagiarism, academic dishonesty, research dishonesty, teaching dishonesty, and 
any scientific misconduct including fraud, falsification, or plagiarism of data are all 
grounds for dismissal from the program. Failure to maintain adequate records, or 
removal or destruction of scientific data or reagents also constitute misconduct and may 
result in dismissal. 
 
We require Molecular-Biology-track Ph.D. program students to complete a seminar in 
research ethics within their first three years. 
 
Materials and research data are not the property of the student, but are legally the property of 
the University. The Advisor (Faculty Mentor) is the University’s representative. Research 
records and reagents must be available to the Advisor (Faculty Mentor). It is the advisor’s 
responsibility to ensure accuracy of all reported research. This means the advisor must have 
access to the primary data and materials at all times.  
No materials, notebooks, or reagents are to be removed from the laboratory without 
the written permission of the Advisor/Faculty Mentor. Similar requirements affect 
publication. Students may not submit data for publication or presentation without the 
permission of the Advisor/PI, and authorship is at the Advisor/Faculty Mentor’s discretion. 
These rules apply regardless of the student’s source of funds, whether Fellowship, TA, RA, or 
other sources. 
 
Upon departure from USC, students are required to leave all data and reagents with the 
advisor/Faculty Mentor. Because much of the research carried out in MCB is federally funded, 
the advisor/Faculty Mentor must retain records and be able to verify all results even after 
students have departed. 
 
Any concerns or questions regarding ethics should be brought to the attention of the 
student’s advisor, or the graduate program director (Ian Ehrenreich for Molecular Biology and 
Frank Alber for Computational Biology), or to the section chair, Myron Goodman. 
 
The university has explicit policies on these issues: 
 
On Graduate Student Integrity:  
http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/SJACS/docs/GradIntegrity.pdf  
Scientific Misconduct: 

http://policies.usc.edu/policies/scientificmisconduct051507.pdf  
Misappropriation of Assets: 
http://policies.usc.edu/policies/misappropriation120602.pdf  
Intellectual Property:  
http://policies.usc.edu/policies/intel_property.html 
Guide to Research: 
http://www.usc.edu/research/private/docs/policies/guidetoresearchatusc.pdf 

 
“A false statement of fact, made deliberately, is the most serious crime a scientist can commit.”  
C. P. Snow, The Search 

http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/SJACS/docs/GradIntegrity.pdf
http://policies.usc.edu/policies/scientificmisconduct051507.pdf
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Program Life 

 
In addition to your coursework and laboratory rotations, the MCB Graduate Program provides 
other opportunities for you to interact with your colleagues. 

 
Departmental Seminars 

 
An important part of your training is the opportunity to attend and participate in research seminars. 
Seminars are held on Thursdays at 2:00pm and Fridays at 12:00 Noon in RRI 101. A list of invited 
speakers will be posted each semester. Faculty and students select seminar speakers. Seminars 
last for one hour and there is time for questions and answers immediately following. You are 
required to attend at least one Molecular and/or Computational Biology seminar each week. 
Notices will be posted prominently in the RRI Interaction Lounges as well as updated weekly on the 
Biological Sciences Homepage: http://www.usc.edu/dept/LAS/biosci/seminars/index.html. E-mail 
reminders will also be sent the week of the seminar. 

 
Other sections of the Biological Sciences Department offer their own seminar series. The other 
sections are: Neuroscience, Marine Environmental Biology, and Human and Evolutionary Biology. 
Other departments and schools on the UPC campus that offer seminars of interest include: Earth 
Sciences, Chemistry, Gerontology, and at the Health Sciences Campus, Biochemistry & Molecular 
Biology, Microbiology & Immunology, Pathology, Cell & Neurobiology, and Molecular Pharmacology 
and Toxicology. Notices of seminars offered at other local universities will be posted in the RRI 
lobby. Check the bulletin boards and interaction spaces on each floor weekly for announcements. 
Many seminars are also posted online at  http://www.usc.edu/programs/pibbs/site/seminars.html. 

 
Tea time 

 
The Molecular and Computational Biology section sponsors a tea time every Tuesday at 3:30PM 
during the academic year. You will receive reminders each week. Tea Time is held in the RRI 
lobby. 

 

The Molecular and Computational Biology Office 

 
There are two offices from which you can obtain administrative support: Biological Sciences 
Department Office (AHF 107) and the MCB Office (RRI 201). 

 
The Molecular and Computational Biology section office is located in RRI 201. Hayley Peltz 
(hpeltz@usc.edu) is the Student Services Advisor and organizes first-year lab rotations and 
qualifying exams, as well as any other student needs that arise at the section level. Katie Boeck 
(kathlejw@usc.edu) is our Administrative Assistant and handles room bookings, outgoing mail 
(FedEx, etc.), seminar arrangements, and building maintenance problems. Laura Cajero  
(lel@usc.edu) is the Contracts and Grants Coordinator and handles finances for the department, 
including reimbursements and check distribution. 

 
The Biological Sciences Administrative offices are located in AHF 107. Please see Dawn Burke, 
Graduate Programs Manager, if you have any questions about registration, grades, Graduate 
School requirements, etc. For research or academic matters, please see your faculty advisor. 

 
Please note that neither office can provide you with secretarial services, so you will have to do 
your own word processing and photocopying. 

 
 

 

http://www.usc.edu/programs/pibbs/site/seminars.html
mailto:hpeltz@usc.edu)
mailto:kathlejw@usc.edu
mailto:lel@usc.edu
mailto:lel@usc.edu
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Offices, Mail, Keys 
 
All students receive mail in the mailroom in RRI 201B. Mail should be addressed as follows: 
Molecular and Computational Biology, Department of Biological Sciences, University of 
Southern California, RRI 201B, Los Angeles, CA 90089-2910. The 9-digit Zip Code is extremely 
important because the last four digits (2910) are specific to Ray R. Irani Hall. These four digits 
are all that is necessary for intercampus mail (mc 2910). Also, students can leave outgoing mail 
with proper postage in the mailroom for pickup by Mailing Services. 
 
For ID card access to the building and labs please see Katie Boeck or Hayley Peltz (RRI 201). 
We take the matter of security very seriously. You must do your part to maintain the safety of 
the people and property upon which we depend. Never leave a door propped open, especially 
after hours. Do not give your card or door code to others. If you see someone around the labs 
that you do not recognize, please call campus security (x06000). 
 
The Conference Rooms (RRI 121, 221, 321 and 421) are available for use. A sign-up calendar 
is kept in the MCB Office (RRI 201). See Katie Boeck to reserve a room. Please clean up any 
food left while eating in a conference room or room privileges may be taken away. 

 
Libraries 
 
USC has active subscriptions to online versions of most relevant research journals. If you access 
the journal from a USC IP address (either your own approved computer, or a lab computer) you 
will be able to retrieve most papers. Note: You will need to use VPN client software to access 
library resources while off-campus.  
Information on connecting to the USC network can be found at: http://www.usc.edu/its/connect/. 
 
For print sources, the Science and Engineering Library (SSL), located in the Seaver Science 
Center (SSC), is the principal science library on the University Park Campus at USC. 
Approximately 70,000 bound journal volumes are shelved on the second and third floors. 
Approximately 600 current titles are shelved on the first floor in the Current Periodicals area. 
The reference collection of approximately 5,000 volumes is located on the first floor. Additional 
books are stored in Grand Avenue Library and are pageable via HOMER, USC's online 
catalog. 
 
The Doheny Library (DML) is the main undergraduate library and contains general interest 
books, periodicals, and reference materials. The Hancock Collection and Archives are 
housed within Doheny Library and are especially strong in the marine sciences and 
systematics. USC students who have USC library cards may request use of Special 
Collections materials from the online library catalog Homer. 
 
Your USCard functions as your library card. See the staff at the main circulation desk in 
DML or SSL to activate your card for library privileges. 
 
There are several excellent libraries off campus. Within the USC system, the Norris Medical 
Library is on the Health Sciences Campus. One of the best off-campus libraries is UCLA's 
Biomedical Library. Just about any journal, no matter how obscure or old can be found there. 
There are numerous copying machines available using debit cards that can be purchased from 
vending machines. USC students with valid identification can obtain a UCLA library card. 
Inquire at the circulation desk in the Biomedical Library. 
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Information on Computing 
 
USC maintains an extensive computer network that can be accessed from most labs, public 
user rooms around campus, through VPN from a home computer, and, most importantly, from 
any computer connected locally. Some software is available on the campus network, electronic 
mail, database searching, and bulletin board access is provided free of charge to graduate 
students. 
 
Computer accounts will be created automatically for all students enrolled in degree programs. 
Accounts must be activated via the Web at www.usc.edu/firstlogin. To access this form, 
students can visit one of five public computing areas (Leavey Information Commons, KOH 206, 
SAL 125, and WPH B34 on the University Park campus, or the Norris Medical Library on the 
Health Sciences Campus), or via any USC networked computer. The Computing Centers also 
offer advice and training sessions on using the system and its software. 
 
Most MCB labs have shared computers for use of laboratory members. Once you have joined a 
lab, for example during a rotation, you may use that lab’s computers for educational and 
professional activities. You should not use lab computers for Internet surfing or downloading 
any personal material. 
  
Students who wish to connect to the university network using their own computer will need to 
register the hardware address (MAC address) after they have established their account. 
Directions are on the website above. Once registered, you can connect by wireless (available in 
most buildings) or by an Ethernet port. For remote access, software can be downloaded from 
USC. If you wish to access the USC network remotely using your own ISP (e.g., an Earthlink 
account or something similar), you will have to obtain VPN software from Information 
Technology Services to gain access past the firewall. 
 
Computer accounts will be available to enrolled students two weeks before classes begin. 
For more information on automatic accounts, please contact either USC’s Customer 
Support Center or Computer Accounts Administration office at x05555, or email 
accounts@usc.edu. 
 
Your USC- assigned email account is considered your OFFICIAL email account. You must 
monitor this account or arrange for email to be forwarded from this account to your primary 
email account. You are responsible for keeping up to date on any email correspondence sent 
to your USC email address. We will not send official information to non-USC email 
accounts. 
 
University policies govern the use of the computer network and mail services. 
Inappropriate or harassing emails or illegal downloads are grounds for disciplinary 
action up to and including dismissal. For more information, see 
http://www.usc.edu/its/policies/student/. 
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Los Angeles Life 
 
Housing 

 
On-Campus:  
Please see the USC Student Housing Office (x02546) in Parking Structure X for further information. 

 
Off-Campus:  
Most graduate students choose to live off-campus. The major Los Angeles newspaper (The LA 
Times) as well as smaller community newspapers (Hollywood Press, Santa Monica Evening 
Outlook, The Daily Breeze, Star News, Northeast Newspaper) have listings for apartments and 
houses for rent. Listings can also be found online at websites such as Craigslist 
(http://losangeles.craigslist.org/). You can also check listings in the student newspaper (The Daily 
Trojan). 

 
Non-University housing near the USC campus is limited and therefore fills up early. In addition, 
some areas close to campus can be unsafe. In general, you may want to avoid the area south of 
campus (near the stadium, Sports Arena, etc.). The area north of campus, known as North 
University Park, is considered to be a safe area. Because the area is small, availability is limited and 
landlords are able to charge more, making it difficult to find a bargain. However, there are a number 
of older places that are not too expensive and entirely livable. One advantage of living in this area is 
that you can easily walk or bike to campus. 

 
A word to the wise regarding safety: you should never walk around campus alone late at night. If 
you are working late in the lab, call the USC Campus Cruiser Service (see below) for pick-up at 
the building entrance. 

 
Transportation and Parking 

 
The public transit system in Los Angeles is called the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 
http://www.metro.net/. The phone number for MTA information is 1.800.COMMUTE (266.6883). 
There is excellent express bus service from several cities into the downtown area. Some routes 
include stops right at or near USC. You can usually get between any two places in the L.A. area by 
bus, but one or two transfers may be required. The fare is $1.50. Los Angeles also has a subway 
and rail transit system. The Blue Line runs between Long Beach and L.A., the Red Line runs from 
downtown L.A. to the center of Hollywood and the Gold Line runs from downtown through Pasadena 
to Sierra Madre and to East Los Angeles. The Exposition Light Rail Line (Expo), adjacent to campus 
connects to downtown L.A. and westward to Culver City. Monthly discounted MTA passes are 
available and may be purchased from USC Transportation Services. Another option for public 
transportation is DASH. DASH operates Monday-Friday and runs from USC directly to downtown 
Los Angeles. 

 
USC operates both Shuttle and Campus Cruiser services. The shuttle service provides service to 
the housing areas off campus, to the Health Sciences Campus, Union Station, and to campus 
parking lots Monday through Friday. Route C and Route D provide shuttle service seven days a 
week. You can also call the Campus Cruiser Service to transport you to locations within 
approximately one mile from the center of campus (including the off campus housing area). If you 
are working late at night in the lab, it is a good idea to call Campus Cruisers (x04911) rather than 
walk to the parking structure alone. Please visit transnet.usc.edu for more information. 

 
If you live close to campus you may want to commute by bicycle. Keep in mind, however, 
that the traffic in stolen bikes near USC is very high, so take all necessary precautions. Do 
not park your bike outside unlocked, keep it in your apartment and, while you are at school, 
keep it secured. Bicycles must be licensed - see procedures in Scampus (page 170) or 
online at  http://web.app.usc.edu/scampus/. (In University Governance section) 

http://web.app.usc.edu/scampus/
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If you commute by car you would be wise to invest in a USC Parking Permit, which will entitle 
you to park in designated areas on campus. You can buy a parking permit from the 
Transportation Services Office, located in Parking Structure X (PSX). There is off -campus 
street parking but it is scarce. There are also time restrictions for street parking - be sure to read 
the posted signs before you leave your car. Regardless of where you park, you should always 
lock your car and make certain that you leave nothing of value (computers, CD’s, books, 
clothes, etc.) where it can be seen from the outside of the car. 
 
USC has launched Zimride, http://zimride.usc.edu, our private social network for ridesharing. 
Combining social networks and a proprietary route-matching algorithm, Zimride makes it easy 
to share the seats in your car or catch a ride. 
 
USC Zimride requires an @usc.edu email address. You can also sign in using your Facebook 
account if you are part of the USC network. Membership is free and easy. All USC students, 
staff, and faculty are eligible to sign-up for our private Zimride Rideshare Community with their 
campus email address at  http://zimride.usc.edu. 
 
All other information concerning transportation services (parking, ridesharing, etc.) can be 
found at the transportation services website:  http://www.usc.edu/transportation. 
 
Culture and Recreation 
 
Los Angeles has an abundance of cultural and recreational activities. There is something for 
everyone, from amusement parks (Disneyland, Magic Mountain, Knott's Berry Farm) to art 
museums (LA County Museum of Art & Science, J. Paul Getty, Norton Simon); from classical 
music (LA Philharmonic) to contemporary (Greek Theater, Universal Amphitheater); from 
classic theater and musicals (Dolby, Ahmanson Music Center, Pantages) to first-run 
contemporary works (Mark Taper Forum); from zoos (LA, San Diego) to aquariums (Long 
Beach, Sea World); and horse racing (Hollywood Park, Santa Anita Park) to pro sports (LA 
Dodgers, Angels, Kings, Lakers, Clippers). The LA County Museum of Natural History, the 
California Science Center and 3D-IMAX theater, and the California Afro-American Museum are 
just south of campus in Exposition Park. For a unique experience, visit the Page Museum and 
La Brea Tar Pits next to the LA County Museum of Art on Wilshire Blvd. The Natural History 
Museum and the Page Museum offer free admission for students. In many instances students 
are entitled to discounts at these venues. You must have a student ID with a current 
registration sticker. A few ways to learn about what's going on: the New Times and the LA 
Weekly are free and usually available each Thursday afternoon outside the Tutor Student 
Center; also check the Calendar section of the Sunday Los Angeles Times and Los Angeles 
Magazine. You may find other attraction and event discounts through the USC Ticket Office: 
http://www.usc.edu/bus-affairs/ticketoffice/index.php. 
 
Recreational facilities in the Los Angeles area are superb. There are beaches, parks, golf 
courses and tennis courts and the mountains are only an hour away for hiking and skiing. L.A. 
Live is an entertainment complex located in Downtown (next to the Staples Center) that houses 
restaurants, a movie theatre, shopping, the Nokia Theater, and various other activities; there is 
a free USC shuttle that runs directly to L.A. Live. 
 
There is always plenty going on at USC, including plays, musicals, concerts, first-run movies, 
film retrospectives, and art shows. Most popular, however are the athletic events, especially 
football games. USC football games (particularly the UCLA and Notre Dame games) are 
exciting spectacles that you really should experience at least once. Ticket information for all 
events are available at the USC Ticket Office website (http://www.usc.edu/bus-
affairs/ticketoffice/card/index.html). 

http://zimride.usc.edu/
http://www.usc.edu/transportation
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Excellent athletic facilities available to students can be found at the Lyon Center (LRC). 
Entrance and basic facilities are free to students with current ID. There are several tennis 
courts, handball and racquetball courts, a weight room, and a track available for student use. 
Biology students can form teams to enter University intramural leagues in a number of sports 
(e.g., basketball, softball, coed water polo, coed volleyball). If you're interested in participating, 
watch for notices throughout the section. 
 
Finally, USC maintains a research lab on Santa Catalina Island in Big Fisherman Cove at Two 
Harbors. Catalina Express, a commercial carrier, operates regular boat service from San 
Pedro to Two Harbors most of the year. Please visit their website for more information:  
http://www.catalinaexpress.com/. The Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies also 
operates a boat between San Pedro and the lab. 
 
Banking and Shopping 
 
At University Village, there is one bank, Bank of America, which offers bankcards as well as 
checking and savings accounts. If you open a savings account with them, they will cash your 
personal checks. Automatic teller machines are available there and on-campus. NEVER GO 
ALONE TO AN ATM AFTER DARK. Another way to meet your banking needs is the USC 
Federal Credit Union (KOH 200), which is on campus and offers good deals on checking and 
savings accounts. The Credit Union currently has automatic tellers on campus. 
 
Books 
 
The University has an excellent bookstore and graduate students who are TAs or RAs are 
entitled to a 10% discount with their ID card and current student sticker except on textbooks and 
electronics.  
 
Supermarkets 
 
There is a Ralph's Supermarket at the corner of Vermont Avenue and Adams Boulevard. There 

is also a Ralph’s Supermarket in downtown L.A. on Flower St between 8th and 9th streets. A 

Smart and Final store is located on Vermont Avenue directly across from campus where food in 
large quantities and janitorial supplies at discount rates can be found. 
 
For late night grocery shopping, there is a 24-hour Ralph’s Supermarket at the corner of 
Western Ave and Wilshire Blvd. 
 
Other Important Locations 
 
A United States Post Office is located at 3585 S. Vermont Avenue (directly West of the 
University). There is also a mail stop in Parking Structure X (PSX) that provides a limited 
number of postal services. 
 
The California Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) is located at 3615 S. Hope Street. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.catalinaexpress.com/
http://www.catalinaexpress.com/
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Student Health and Insurance 
 
All Teaching Assistants and Research Assistants will have their student health center fee and 
student health insurance fee paid by the University. You must enroll in the USC health plan for 
coverage. The enrollment deadline for health insurance is September 14, 2012. 
 

Please see  http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/Health_Center/ins.index.shtml for more 
information on the USC Student Health Insurance Plan, including enrollment forms. 
 

Student Health Center 
 

The Engemann Student Health Center (ESH) provides the following services: primary care, 
basic emergency care, an urgent care clinic, Saturday clinics, specialist clinics, and a 
pharmacy. You are eligible to use the Health Center as long as you are enrolled in classes 
and a Health Center fee is listed on your fee bill. If you are not enrolled in classes (i.e., during 
summer semester) you must pay the appropriate fee for use of the Health Center. 
 
If you are eligible, most care is free. There are nominal charges for some lab tests, 
prescriptions, orthopedic appliances, and copies of medical records. Should you have 
questions, call (213) 740-9355. 
 
Dental Care 
 
Your Health Center fee also covers dental care. Please see 
http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/Health_Center/ins.plan.description.shtml for a 
detailed brochure and enrollment form. 
 
Instructions for downloading your Delta Dental card: 
 
1. Go to www.deltadentalins.com. On the right you will see a box to log in. Click on "Register  
            Today" (unless you have done this already and have a username and password).  
 
2.          Follow the steps to Registration. You want to select "Enrollee" as your user type.  

 
3.          Enter your name and birthdate along with your enrollee ID. Your Enrollee ID is your  
            USC student ID number.  

 
4.          You should be ready to make up your username and password (and maybe put in some  

other info like address, email) and then you will be instructed to log on from the 
homepage at www.deltadentalins.com.  

 

5.          Once you are logged in, look under the heading "Manage Your Account" and you will  
             see a link to "View Eligibility and Benefits (and print ID cards)".  

 
This website of course has lots of other useful information about your benefits including 
coverage and deductibles, date of enrollment and so forth. 
 
AETNA  
1) You will be prompted to pay the health insurance fee when you do a positive enrollment. 
Please do not pay. The fee is already paid, and they know, so just skip that step. 
 
NOTE: The health and dental insurance and health center fees are paid by the department 
that pays your stipend. 

http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/Health_Center/ins.index.shtml
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General Information about Financial Aid 

 
It is the intention of the Molecular and Computational Biology Section to provide or arrange for the 

provision of financial support (stipend + tuition) for all of our Ph.D. students. Students should feel 

assured that the faculty will do everything possible to meet this goal. Please note that Graduate 

School rules prohibit full time students from accepting any employment above and beyond their 

graduate assistantships (see Graduate Assistantship Handbook). There are 4 main sources of 

support for graduate students: Teaching Assistantships, Research Assistantships, Training Grants, 

and Individual Fellowships and Grants. 

 
An important rule to remember is that you must maintain a GPA of at least 3.0 in order to be 
considered a student in good standing, and thus eligible for financial support. There are 
processes in place to provide warnings, and on rare occasions, dismissal from the program 
for those students who are not in compliance with academic standards. 
 
1) Teaching Assistantships   
We are fortunate to be part of a large undergraduate department since this gives us access to many 
TA-ships. The exact number varies with enrollment, but is divided equally between the sections. 
TA-ships, which are generally awarded each semester, carry a stipend and 12 units of tuition 
remission. You must maintain at least a 3.0 GPA to receive financial support. Ten monthly 
payments are made beginning August 16 and ending May 15. The authority to offer TA -ships rests 
exclusively with the Department Chair, who consults with the Graduate Committees of each section, 
and with faculty. More information is discussed in the “Teaching Experience” section under 
“Procedures”. 

 
Experience in teaching is considered to be an important part of your training. Molecular-Biology-
track students who do not TA during their first year are expected to TA for at least two semesters 
later on; at least one of these should be in the 2nd or 3rd year. The timing should be chosen in 
consultation with their advisor. 
 
The workload associated with TA-ships varies depending on the course in question and the 
familiarity of the TA with the subject matter. However, TAs are employees of the university; TA-ships 
are a 20 hour per week job. Whatever course you are assigned, you must take your responsibilities 
very seriously. You are under a moral and legal obligation to do your best for your students. 
Undergraduates pay a hefty tuition bill and they are entitled to your best efforts. Learn the subject 
matter diligently and find creative ways to explain it. Practice your verbal communication skills. Make 
yourself available and approachable. Conform to high ethical standards and respect the 
confidentiality of your position. All of these skills will be directly useful to you in your future careers 
as researchers and educators. Faculty view TA-ships as an important part of your training. Please 
be aware that as with any other job, your TA position can be terminated for poor performance. In 
addition, any TA who behaves dishonestly will be subject to University disciplinary proceedings, 
which may result in permanent dismissal from the university. 

 
2) Research Assistantships   
Research Assistants are paid on the same scale and receive identical benefits as TAs. Formally, the 
university considers an RA-ship a 20 hour per week job in addition to dissertation research. 
Students however put in more time depending on the relationship between RA duties and the 
dissertation project. The relation between the RA project and the dissertation project varies 
depending on the faculty member involved, the area of research, and other considerations. In most 
cases, the two projects are the same and you will in effect be paid for doing your dissertation 
research (this is generally the case for Molecular Biology students). In other cases, efforts are made 
to keep the projects different. These different approaches reflect the standards of different 
disciplines in the department. 
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Molecular Biology students will identify their interests and potential advisors during the laboratory 
rotations they perform in their first year. Determine which professor best matches your interests.  
 

Educate yourself about that professor's work and the field in general. Tell the professor you would 
like to work with him or her and inquire about the availability of RA-ships. Not every professor will 
necessarily have space in their research program for every student who wants to work for them. 
Before you start an RA-ship, be sure you understand what is expected of you, what you can expect 
from the professor, and what relations might exist between your work and dissertation research. 

 

TA-ships vs. RA-ships: Your teaching assistant experience can be very rewarding. You will learn a 
great deal and have the satisfaction of seeing that knowledge take root in others. You may 
establish lasting friendships or mentor relationships with some of your students, Co -TAs, and 
faculty. On the other hand, you are here primarily to do research, not teach. If you are not very 
efficient in organizing your time, progress on your dissertation research may be slowed by 
extended service as a TA. Most agree that RA-ships are preferable, but flexibility is key. As grant 
budgets wax and wane, it may be necessary for graduate students to take TA-ships. 

 

3) Training Grants   
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) sponsors pre- and post-doctoral training grants (commonly 
referred to as Institutional National Research Services Awards). Currently the Molecular and 
Computational Biology program does not hold one of these awards, although we are applying in 
conjunction with other departments on campus. However, MCB students may be eligible to apply for 
slots on other training grants. Students are eligible for a training grant position after they have 
identified their dissertation mentor. 

 

4) Individual Fellowships and Grants   
Various outside grants and fellowship programs are available to students. Detailed information can 
be obtained from two sources. The Graduate School (GFS 315, x09033) has a partial listing of 
available grants http://www.usc.edu/schools/GraduateSchool/current_fellowships_ext.html . There 
is a computerized database in Doheny Library (DHL reference section). This database contains 
literally hundreds of grants or fellowships to choose from, typical sources include the NIH (including 
NRSA) and the NSF. 

 

5) Summer Support   
Your decision to be a Ph.D. student is a year-round commitment. You should view the summer as 
an opportunity to engage intensively in research, free from the distractions of coursework and other 
academic duties. We expect you to be in the laboratories, engaged in full time research 12 months a 
year. We will do everything we can to provide the financial support to make this possible. Please be 
aware, however, that it is your responsibility to take the initiative in securing summer funding. Early 
in the spring semester, if not earlier, every new student should make at least a tentative decision 
about which laboratory to work in. Talk to that professor and see if support is available. The best 
plan would be to secure an RA-ship. Although we expect that there may be a small number of 
summer TA-ships available in any given year, these positions provide only partial support and you 
must apply early with Dawn Burke. 

 

6)   Paying taxes on Fellowships  
We cannot legally offer tax information or advice. We strongly suggest that fellows contact the IRS 
directly, and/or consult with a tax professional such as a tax lawyer or tax accountant. While 
receiving your fellowship, domestic students will not receive a W-2. 

 

The following link,  http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p970.pdf contains information regarding tax 
treatment of fellowship awards. In addition,  http://fbs.usc.edu/depts/sfs/page/2115/1098-t/ provides 
information regarding the IRS 1098-t form. These links are not meant to be a comprehensive list of 
tax resources or forms that you should consider. 
International Students may want to consult the Office of International Services (OIS) in GFS 120. 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p970.pdf
http://fbs.usc.edu/depts/sfs/page/2115/1098-t/
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Graduate Student Payroll Information – US Citizens 
 
New TA’s and RA’s: 
 
Documentation Requirements  

 See Adolfo de la Rosa (AHF 107E) for payroll form and TA Award Letter to be taken to 
the documentation processing personnel in the College Payroll Office. See Hayley 
Peltz (RRI 201B) for RA Award Letter.  
 

 Go to College Payroll Office, PED 130, ONLY during the Documentation Processing 
Hours: 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. or 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

(Please arrive no later than 30 minutes before the end of a session to allow time for processing 
paperwork.) 

 Tell the Documentation Processing staff that your payroll title is “Teaching Assistant or   

o Research Assistant”  
 Required Documents:   

 Driver’s license AND original Social Security Card or birth certificate with same name  

- OR -  
o Active U.S. Passport with adult photograph 

 Award Letter  

 
E-mail and Mailing Address Requirements  
Your email address and both your local and permanent mailing addresses must be current in 
the following systems at ALL times to ensure that checks are issued correctly:  

 OASIS - Go to  https://camel2.usc.edu/OASIS/Login.aspx  
 You will be asked to enter the following information:  

o Students ID: 10-digit ID #   
o PIN: 6-digit Birthdate (mmddyy)   
o Contact Hayley Peltz if you don’t know your student ID#.  

 Workday – Once you are “active” in USC Payroll, go to   http://employees.usc.edu/ 
to update your information in the Workday system.  

 
Other Important Payroll Notes: 

 You must enroll by the registration deadline.   

 The payroll system runs in conjunction with Workday. Therefore it is important to verify 
that your information is correct in the Workday system.  

 RA’s are paid through their PI’s Department or Biological Sciences for 1st year 
students. TA’s are paid by the department running the course. Department personnel 
will contact you when they receive your first “live” check.  

 If you would like direct deposit for your next paycheck, please fill out a form in the 
College Payroll Services Office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://camel2.usc.edu/OASIS/Login.aspx
http://www.usc.edu/etrac
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Graduate Student Payroll Information – US Citizens 
 
New Fellowship Holders:  

 You must enroll in classes by August 10th to be paid by August 26th .  
 The first check will be at Disbursement Control, UGB 210.   

 Would you like to attach the Direct Deposit Form?  

It is at http://ais-ss.usc.edu/empldoc/forms/forms.html   

 Your email address and both your local and permanent mailing addresses must be 
current in the following systems at ALL times to ensure that checks are issued correctly:   

 OASIS 
– Go to https://camel2.usc.edu/OASIS/Login.aspx You will be 

asked to enter the following information:  
 10-digit USC Student ID #  (Contact Hayley Peltz if you don’t know your 

student ID#) 
 PIN: 6-digit Birthdate (mmddyy)     

 Workday – Once you are “active” in USC Payroll, go to   http://employees.usc.edu/ 
to update your information in the Workday system.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://camel2.usc.edu/OASIS/Login.asp
http://www.usc.edu/etrac
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Graduate Student Payroll Information – International Students 
 
New TA’s and RA’s: 
 
I-9 Documentation Processing  
 

 Before going to the College Payroll Office for the first time, you must complete the 
“Glacier” process. You should have already received a preliminary email notice from the 
Glacier system. Please see the attached sheet entitled “Glacier Details for Internationals.” 
You must claim or qualify for your Country’s tax treaty. This will enable Glacier to print a 
W-8BEN form. Please see the accompanying spreadsheet for international Graduate 
Assistants. In Glacier, enter “applying for ITN” or “applying for SSN.”  

 Go to College Payroll Office, PED 130, ONLY during the Document Processing hours  
 9:00 a.m. –11:30 a.m. a.m. or 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.   

(Please arrive no later than 30 minutes before the end of a session to allow time for 
processing paperwork.) 
 

 Tell the Document Processing staff that your payroll title is “Teaching Assistant or 
Research Assistant”   

 You have been notified separately to attend a Glacier orientation and set up session. Glacier 
can only be completed once you have arrived at USC. Required Documents:  

 Visa Documents   
 Passport   
 I-94   
 "Document Processing Receipt" and a "Social Security Letter Receipt" from OIS   
 Award Letter (See “other important payroll notes” below.)   
 Glacier Documents  

 
E-mail and Mailing Address Requirements  

 Your email address and both your local and permanent mailing addresses must be 
current in the following systems at ALL times to ensure that checks are issued 
correctly:  

 OASIS - Go to  https://camel2.usc.edu/OASIS/Login.aspx  
 You will be asked to enter the following information:   

o 10-digit USC Student ID # (Contact Hayley Peltz if you don’t know your student ID#)  
o PIN: 6-digit Birthdate (mmddyy)    

 Workday – Once you are “active” in USC Payroll, go to   http://employees.usc.edu/ 
to update your information in the Workday system.  

 

Other Important Payroll Notes  
 See Adolfo de la Rosa, AHF 107E, for payroll form and Award Letter to be taken to the 

Document Processing Personnel in the College Business Office. If you are unable to see 
him ahead of time, he will hand out this information at Lab Safety Training on Friday, 
August 19.  

 As soon as you receive your social security card, update the information on Glacier, print 
the forms and bring the forms and the original card to UUC 217. This is required for your 
October paycheck.  

 You must enroll by the registration deadline.   

 The payroll system runs in conjunction with Workday. Therefore it is important to verify that 
your information is correct in the Workday system.   

 RA’s are paid through their PI’s Department. TA’s are paid by the department running 
the course. Department personnel will contact you when they receive your first “live” 
check.   

 If you would like direct deposit for your next paycheck, please fill out a form in the 
Business Office. http://ais-ss.usc.edu/empldoc/forms/forms.html  

 
Graduate Student Payroll Information – International Students 

https://camel2.usc.edu/OASIS/Login.aspx
http://www.usc.edu/etrac


USC Molecular and Computational Biology Handbook Fall 2014 

 

30 

New Fellowship Holders: 
 
Documentation Processing 

 Before going to the College Payroll Services Office for the first time, you must complete the 
“Glacier” process. You should have already received a preliminary email notice from Glacier. 
Please see the attached sheet entitled “Glacier Details for Internationals.” You must claim or 
qualify for your country’s tax treaty. This will enable Glacier to print a W-8BEN form. Please 
see the accompanying spreadsheet for international fellowship holders. In Glacier, enter  

“applying for ITN.” You will also receive a letter from OIS.   

 You have been notified separately to attend a Glacier orientation and set up session. Glacier 
can only be completed once you have arrived at USC.  

 Go to the College Payroll Office, UUH 217 ONLY during the Document Processing Hours   

 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. or 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.   
(Please arrive no later than 30 minutes before the end of a session to allow time for 
processing paperwork.) 
 

o Tell staff your payroll title is “Fellowship Holder”  
 
 Required Documents:   

o "Document Processing Receipt" and an "ITN Letter Receipt" 
from OIS  

o Glacier Documents  

 
E-mail and Mailing Address Requirements  

 Your email address and both your local and permanent mailing addresses must be 
current in the following systems at ALL times to ensure that checks are issued 
correctly:  

 OASIS – Go to  https://camel2.usc.edu/OASIS/Login.aspx  
 You will be asked to enter the following information:   10-digit USC Student ID # ( 

o USC Student ID# (Contact Hayley Peltz if you don’t know your student ID#)  
o PIN: 6-digit Birthdate (mmddyy)    

 Workday – Once you are “active” in USC Payroll, go to   http://employees.usc.edu/ 
to update your information in the Workday system.  

 

Other Important Payroll Notes: 
 

 You must enroll in classes by August 10th to be paid by August 26th.   

 Your first check will go to the “Local” address listed on the OASIS system. Make sure to 
put a correct local address in the system.  

 Please note that international fellowship holders are not eligible to receive direct deposit.  
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Molecular and Computational Biology Faculty 
Myron F. Goodman, Ph.D., Section Head 

 

MCB Primary Appointment Faculty 
 
Name   Program Extension Office  E-Mail 
Alber, Frank  CBB  x00778 RRI 413B alber@usc.edu 
Aparicio, Oscar MOL  x11269 RRI 219B oaparici@usc.edu 
Arnheim, Norman MOL  x07675 RRI 319C arnheim@usc.edu 
Arnold, Donald MOL  x11266 RRI 204B darnold@usc.edu  
Baker, Robert  MOL  x05565 RRI 104A baker@usc.edu 
Chen, Liang  CBB  x02143 RRI 416E liang.chen@usc.edu 
Chen, Lin  MOL  x14277 RRI 204C linchen@usc.edu 
Chen, Ting  CBB  x02415 RRI 408H tingchen@usc.edu 
Chen, Xiaojiang MOL  x05487 RRI 119A xiaojiac@usc.edu 
Chiolo, Irene  MOL  x03653 RRI 219A chiolo@usc.edu 
Dean, Matthew MOL  x05513 RRI 304A matthedd@usc.edu 
Ehrenreich, Ian MOL  x15349 RRI 319A ehrenrei@usc.edu 
Finkel, Steven  MOL  x11498 RRI 319B sfinkel@usc.edu 
Forsburg, Susan MOL  x07342 RRI 104C forsburg@usc.edu 
Fraser, Scott  MOL  x02414 RRI 416G sfraser@usc.edu 
Goodman, Myron MOL  x05190 RRI 119C mgoodman@usc.edu 
Kay, Steve  MOL  x02531 ADM 304 dean@dornsife.usc.edu 
Kuhn, Peter  MOL      peter.kuhn@usc.edu 
Marjoram, Paul CBB  x13995 RRI 413J pmarjora@usc.edu 
Michael, Matthew MOL  x00553 RRI 104B mattm@usc.edu 
Nordborg, Magnus MOL  x15349 RRI 319A magnus@usc.edu   
Nuzhdin, Sergey MOL  x05773 RRI 304C snuzhdin@usc.edu 
Petruska, John MOL  x05189 RRI 119B petruska@usc.edu 
Phillips, Carolyn MOL    RRI 304B cphil@usc.edu 
Pinaud, Fabien MOL  x02262 RRI 204A pinaud@usc.edu 
Ralph, Peter  CBB  x02407 RRI 403D pralph@usc.edu 
Rohs, Remo  CBB  x00552 RRI 404C rohs@usc.edu 
Smith, Andrew  CBB  x14142 RRI 408E andrewds@usc.edu 
Stevens, Raymond MOL      stevens@usc.edu 
Sun, Fengzhu  CBB  x02413 RRI 416H fsun@usc.edu 
Tavaré, Simon  CBB  x08766 RRI 413H stavare@usc.edu 
Tower, John  MOL  x05384 RRI 219C tower@usc.edu 
Waterman, Michael CBB  x02408 RRI 403E msw@usc.edu 
Zhou, Xianghong CBB  x07055 RRI 403H xjzhou@usc.edu 
 

MCB Adjunct Appointment Faculty 
 

Name   Program Extension Office  E-Mail 
Boedicker, James PHYS  x01125 SSC 211 boedicke@usc.edu 
Curran, Sean  GERO  x05354 GER 342 spcurran@usc.edu 
Davies, Kelvin  GERO  x08959 GER306 kelvin@usc.edu 
Dickman, Dion  NEUR  x07533 HNB 538 dickman@usc.edu 
El-Naggar, Moh PHYS   x02394 SSC 215C mnaggar@usc.edu 
Finch, Caleb  GERO  x01756 GER 336 cefinch@usc.edu 
Hacia, Joseph  BIOC  x23030 CSC 205 hacia@usc.edu 
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Haselwandter,  
Christoph   PHYS   x 01115 SSC 213B cah77@usc.edu 
Jung, Jae  KSOM  x21713 HMR 401 jaeujung@usc.edu 
Lieber, Michael PATH  x50568 NOR 5428 lieber@usc.edu 
Liman, Emily  NEUR  x11454 HNB 301A liman@usc.edu 
Longo, Valter  GERO  x06212 GER 321 vlongo@usc.edu 
McKemy, David NEUR  x15724 HNB 228 mckemy@usc.edu 
McMahon, Andrew KSOM  x23056 BCC 312 mcmahona@usc.edu 
Nealson, Ken  GEOL  x12271 ZHS 560 knealson@usc.edu 
Pratt, Matthew  CHEM  x03014 LJS 250 matthew.pratt@usc.edu 
Qin, Peter  CHEM  x12461 LJS 251 pzq@usc.edu 
Quick, Michael PROV  x03551 ADM 103 mquick@usc.edu 
Roberts, Richard CHEM  x07036 RTH 507 richrob@usc.edu 
Snead, Malcolm DEN  x23178 CSA 142 mlsnead@usc.edu 
Thomas, Paul  PM  x27975 NRT 2502 pdthomas@usc.edu 
Zhang, Chao  CHEM  x07040 LJS 369 zhan499@usc.edu 
 

Molecular and Computational Biology Staff 
 
 
Name   Extension Office  E-Mail 
Bazilian, Linda  x11088 AHF 107D bazilian@usc.edu 
Boeck, Katie  x14464 RRI 201 kathlejw@usc.edu 
Burke, Dawn  x05774 RRI 201 dawnburk@usc.edu 
Cajero, Laura  x02409 RRI 201 lel@usc.edu 
Manna, Luigi  x13053 RRI 414 manna@usc.edu 
Peltz, Hayley  x05188 RRI 201 hpeltz@usc.edu 
Souza Dias, Karla x08226 PED 130 souzadia@usc.edu 
 
MCB Office FAX (Section Office) (213) 740-8631 
 

Molecular and Computational Biology Student List 

 

Last First Program Lab/Group E-mail 

Abbasi-Dezfouli Mohammad  CBB Simon Tavare abbaside@usc.edu 

Acevedo Julyana MOL Matt Michael julyanaa@usc.edu 

Afif Samir MOL Myron Goodman afif@usc.edu 

Asgharian Hosseinali MOL Sergey Nuzhdin asgharia@usc.edu 

Bagherian Misagh CBB Ting Chen bagheria@usc.edu 

Baharvand Irannia Zohreh CBB Ting Chen baharvan@usc.edu 

Bahrami Samani Emad CBB Andrew Smith bahramis@usc.edu 

Balasanyan Varuzhan MOL Don Arnold varuzhan@usc.edu 

Behnamghader Ehsan CBB Andrew Smith behnamgh@usc.edu 

Butuci Melina MOL Matt Michael butuci@usc.edu 

Cetin Mehmet MOL Rich Roberts mcetin@usc.edu 

Chellamuthu Prithiviraj MOL Ken Nealson chellamu@usc.edu 

Chen Quan CBB Fengzhu Sun quanchen@usc.edu 

Chen Haifeng CBB Ting Chen haifengc@usc.edu 

mailto:abbaside@usc.edu
mailto:julyanaa@usc.edu
mailto:afif@usc.edu
mailto:asgharia@usc.edu
mailto:bagheria@usc.edu
mailto:baharvan@usc.edu
mailto:bahramis@usc.edu
mailto:varuzhan@usc.edu
mailto:behnamgh@usc.edu
mailto:butuci@usc.edu
mailto:mcetin@usc.edu
mailto:chellamu@usc.edu
mailto:haifengc@usc.edu
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Chen Qihan MOL Xiaojiang Chen qihanche@usc.edu 

Cheng Hank MOL Caleb E. Finch hankc@usc.edu 

Chiu Tsu-Pei CBB Remo Rohs tsupeich@usc.edu 

Churches Nathan MOL Sergey Nuzhdin churches@usc.edu 

Conow Christopher CBB Sergey Nuzhdin conow@usc.edu 

Dalton Hans  MOL Sean Curran hdalton@usc.edu 

Dantas Machado Ana Carolina MOL Remo Rohs dantasma@usc.edu 

Decato Benjamin CBB Andrew Smith decato@usc.edu 

Deng Chao CBB Andrew Smith chaodeng@usc.edu 

Dong Yichao  CBB Ting Chen yichaodo@usc.edu 

Dunham Joseph MOL Sergey Nuzhdin jpdunham@usc.edu 

Eboreime Jordan MOL Norm Arnheim eboreime@usc.edu 

Erdem Aysen MOL Myron Goodman erdem@usc.edu 

Escorcia Torres Wilber MOL Susan Forsburg escorcia@usc.edu 

Fernandez Anthony MOL Fabien Pinaud fernanam@usc.edu 

Ferraro Christina MOL Steve Finkel cferraro@usc.edu 

Fu Yang MOL Xiaojiang Chen yangfu@usc.edu 

Goel Pragya CBB Remo Rohs pragyago@usc.edu 

Gong Ke CBB Frank Alber kegong@usc.edu 

Holland Bryan MOL Suraiya Rasheed bkhollan@usc.edu 

Huang Ning MOL Joseph Hacia ninhuan@usc.edu 

Ito Fumiaki MOL Xiaojiang Chen fumiakii@usc.edu 

Jensen Amanda MOL Susan Forsburg amandaje@usc.edu 

Ji Xiaojing CBB Andrew Smith xiaojinj@usc.edu 

Jia Yiding MOL Matt Dean yidingji@usc.edu 

Khanna Akshat MOL Sean Curran akshatkh@usc.edu 

Kitapci Tevfik Hamdi MOL Sergey Nuzhdin tkitapci@usc.edu 

Koker Fatma Tugba MOL Fabien Pinaud fkoker@usc.edu 

Kwan Kelly  MOL Matt Dean kellykwa@usc.edu 

Lee Che-Yu CBB Liang Chen cheyulee@usc.edu 

Lee Jonathan MOL Ian Ehrenreich lee212@usc.edu 

Li Qingjiao CBB Xianghong Zhou qingjial@usc.edu 

Li Wenzheng CBB Andrew Smith wenzhenl@usc.edu 

Li Han CBB Peter Ralph hli465@usc.edu 

Li Haochen MOL Frank Alber haochenl@usc.edu 

Linder Robert MOL Ian Ehrenreich rlinder@usc.edu 

Lo Jacqueline MOL Sean Curran jacqueline.lo@usc.edu 

Lu Yang CBB Fengzhu Sun ylu465@usc.edu 

Lundgren Erik CBB Peter Ralph elundgre@usc.edu 

Lynn Dana MOL Sean Curran danalynn@usc.edu 

Mangels Rachel MOL Matt Dean mangels@usc.edu 

Mastro Tara MOL Susan Forsburg mastro@usc.edu 

Matsui Takeshi MOL Ian Ehrenreich tmatsui@usc.edu  

mailto:qihanche@usc.edu
mailto:hankc@usc.edu
mailto:tsupeich@usc.edu
mailto:churches@usc.edu
mailto:conow@usc.edu
mailto:hdalton@usc.edu
mailto:dantasma@usc.edu
mailto:decato@usc.edu
mailto:chaodeng@usc.edu
mailto:yichaodo@usc.edu
mailto:jpdunham@usc.edu
mailto:eboreime@usc.edu
mailto:erdem@usc.edu
mailto:escorcia@usc.edu
mailto:fernanam@usc.edu
mailto:cferraro@usc.edu
mailto:yangfu@usc.edu
mailto:pragyago@usc.edu
mailto:kegong@usc.edu
mailto:bkhollan@usc.edu
mailto:ninhuan@usc.edu
mailto:fumiakii@usc.edu
mailto:amandaje@usc.edu
mailto:xiaojinj@usc.edu
mailto:yidingji@usc.edu
mailto:akshatkh@usc.edu
mailto:tkitapci@usc.edu
mailto:fkoker@usc.edu
mailto:kellykwa@usc.edu
mailto:lee212@usc.edu
mailto:qingjial@usc.edu
mailto:wenzhenl@usc.edu
mailto:hli465@usc.edu
mailto:haochenl@usc.edu
mailto:rlinder@usc.edu
mailto:jacqueline.lo@usc.edu
mailto:ylu465@usc.edu
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