
Catalina Island
Marine Life

Catalina Island has an abundance of marine life along
it's coastline. Marine life comes in all shapes and sizes,

from teeny microscopic plankton to whales bigger
than two whole school buses! These coloring pages will
give you an opportunity to learn more about life in the

ocean while letting your creativity shine! 

USC Wrigley Marine Science Center
Learning from Home

 

Coloring Pages



G a r i b a l d i  a r e  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  M a r i n e
F i s h !  T h e y  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a

w a t e r s  a n d  a r e  f o u n d  a l l  a r o u n d  C a t a l i n a
I s l a n d .  J u v e n i l e s  h a v e  v i b r a n t  b l u e  s p o t s

t h a t  f a d e  a s  t h e y  g r o w  o l d e r .  

Garibaldi

DID YOU KNOW?
M A L E  G A R I B A L D I  A R E  G R E A T

D A D S !  T H E Y  S E L E C T  A N D
P R E P A R E  T H E  N E S T  F O R  T H E

F E M A L E S  A N D  G U A R D  T H E  E G G S

S c i e n t i f i c  N a m e :  H y p s y p o p s  r u b i c u n d u s  



Giant Kelp
S c i e n t i f i c  N a m e :  M a c r o c y s t i s  p y r i f e r a  

DID YOU KNOW?
G I A N T  K E L P  C A N  G R O W  U P  T O

1 - 2  F E E T  I N  J U S T  O N E  D A Y !

G i a n t  k e l p  i s  a  t y p e  o f  b r o w n  a l g a e  t h a t  g r o w s
a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  o f  C a t a l i n a  I s l a n d .  K e l p  c a n

g r o w  u p  t o  1 7 5  f e e t  l o n g ,  c r e a t i n g  g i a n t
u n d e r w a t e r  f o r e s t s  f o r  m a n y  o c e a n  c r e a t u r e s  t o
l i v e  i n !  C a n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  a n  a n i m a l  t h a t  l i v e s  i n  a

k e l p  f o r e s t ?



Harbor Seal

THINKING CAP!
W H Y  D O  Y O U  T H I N K  H A R B O R

S E A L S  E V O L V E D  T O  L I V E  I N  T H E
O C E A N  R A T H E R  T H A N  O N  L A N D ?

S c i e n t i f i c  N a m e :  P h o c a  v i t u l i n a  

H a r b o r  s e a l s  a r e  m a r i n e  m a m m a l s .  T h e y  l i v e
t h e i r  e n t i r e  l i f e  i n  t h e  o c e a n  a n d  h u n t  f i s h

f o r  f o o d .  H a r b o r  s e a l s  b r e a t h e  a i r ,  l i k e
o t h e r  m a m m a l s ,  b u t  c a n  h o l d  t h e i r  b r e a t h

f o r  u p  t o  3 0  m i n u t e s !  



Plankton
T h i s  t y p e  o f  p l a n k t o n  i s  a n  a n i m a l  c a l l e d  a

c o p e p o d .  P l a n k t o n  f l o a t  f r e e l y  i n  t h e  o c e a n
a n d  a r e  o f t e n  h a r d  t o  s e e  w i t h o u t  a

m i c r o s c o p e .  P l a n k t o n  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n
t h e  o c e a n  f o o d  w e b .  T h e y  a l s o  p r o d u c e  o x y g e n

t h a t  w e  b r e a t h e !  

DID YOU KNOW?
S O M E  P L A N K T O N  A R E  P L A N T S  A N D

O T H E R S  A R E  A N I M A L S !  P L A N K T O N  T H A T
A R E  P L A N T S  A R E  C A L L E D

P H Y T O P L A N K T O N .  P L A N K T O N  T H A T  A R E
A N I M A L S  A R E  C A L L E D  Z O O P L A N K T O N .



Nudibranch

THINKING CAP!
H O W  D O  Y O U  T H I N K  N U D I B R A N C H S  G E T

T H E I R  V I B R A N T  C O L O R S ?

S c i e n t i f i c  N a m e :  F l a b e l l i n o p s i s  i o d i n e a

T h i s   s p e c i e s  o f  n u d i b r a n c h  i s  c a l l e d  a  S p a n i s h
S h a w l .  N u d i b r a n c h s  a r e  s e a  s l u g s  t h a t  c o m e  i n

m a n y  b e a u t i f u l  c o l o r s !  T h e y  a r e  c a r n i v o r e s ,
w h i c h  m e a n s  t h e y  e a t  o t h e r  m a r i n e  a n i m a l s .

T h e i r  d i e t  c a n  i n c l u d e  c o r a l s ,  a n e m o n e s ,  s p o n g e s ,
a n d  e v e n  o t h e r  n u d i b r a n c h s !



Leopard Shark

DID YOU KNOW?
S H A R K  S K E L E T O N S  A R E  M A D E  O U T

O F  C A R T I L A G E ,  L I K E  O U R  N O S E S
A N D  E A R S !  T H I S  H E L P S  T H E M  B E

M O R E  F L E X I B L E  W H I L E  S W I M M I N G
I N  T H E  O C E A N .  

S c i e n t i f i c  N a m e :  T r i a k i s  s e m i f a s c i a t a

L e o p a r d  s h a r k s  a r e  o f t e n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s h a l l o w ,
w a r m  w a t e r s  o f  C a t a l i n a  I s l a n d  i n  t h e

s u m m e r t i m e .  T h e y  a r e  a  s m a l l e r  s p e c i e s  o f  s h a r k
a n d  c a n  g r o w  a n y w h e r e  f r o m  4 - 6  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h .

T h e i r  d i e t  i n c l u d e s  a n i m a l s  l i k e  c r a b s ,  f i s h ,
o c t o p u s e s  a n d  c l a m s .


