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ONLINE CLASSROOM DECORUM FOR STUDENTS 
 

(adapted from Virtual Academic Center in the Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of Social Work) 
 
THE VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENT 
 

• It is required that your webcam is operational and you are visible on camera during your 
weekly class. 

• Please take notes of any questions/comments/thoughts/feelings you have while 
engaging in the asynchronous units, if the particular class has them, and be prepared to 
share those questions/comments/thoughts/feelings during the live session. 

• Although we are not in a physical classroom, we need to still treat the virtual 
environment with respect as a learning environment and try to keep external 
distractions to a minimum. Please do your best to find a quiet, well lit space prior to 
logging onto the live session.  The setting should be indicative of an environment 
conducive to learning. 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT CLASSROOM DECORUM 
 
It is important to be cognizant of the following: 
 

• Appropriate use of the chat box 
 

• Classroom Attire 
o Dress Code 

 Proper dress attire is always important.  
• Learning Environment 

o Webcam 
 It is required that your webcam is operational and you are visible on 

camera during your weekly class. 
o Children 

 Children should not be on the student’s lap, or in the vicinity of the 
camera’s view in respect to other students. 

o Pets 
 Pets should not be in the same room to respect the learning environment 

and the other students in the classroom. 
o Media distractions 

 Both television and music should not be on during class time, nor should 
music be listened to on your computer.  Your classmates and instructor 



 
 

are able to hear what you are hearing and can view any distraction in the 
background. 

o Sitting upright at computer desk 
 Unless for medical reasons, or with permission of the instructor, students 

should be sitting upright at a table or desk as they would in a physical 
classroom. 

o Quiet space 
 A coffee shop or loud public space is not conducive to learning. You and 

your computer should be in a place where you can hear the instructor 
and other classmates without distractions. 

• Conduct 
The following items are not allowed and will not be tolerated in the classroom. 

o Alcohol 
o Smoking 

• Classroom Etiquette 
o Language 

 Academic discourse is encouraged at all times, whether it is through 
speech, chat room, or e-mail. 

o Camera- ability to see student in well lit room 
 In respect for your instructor and other students, your learning space 

should be a well-lit, quiet room, and your camera should give full view of 
your face in order to engage with the others in the classroom. 

o Cell phone use in front of camera 
 Unless used for class, your cell phone should be in the off or silent 

position during class time. It is inappropriate to answer phone calls 
during class time, and especially in view of the camera. Certain instances 
occur when it is necessary, however.  For most cases, use of a cell phone 
during class time is prohibited. 

o Behavior 
 As in any academic setting, appropriate behavior is expected at all times. 

Third party distractions take away from the classroom setting and disrupt 
the learning environment. 

o Timeliness 
 Students should attend class in a timely manner, as well as in completing 

the class.  Students should not attempt to leave early unless the 
instructor is notified or an emergency has taken place. 

 
Although virtual, the Zoom meeting is still a classroom and should be respected as such, in 
compliance with all of the USC Student Conduct Code. 


