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 As the 21st dean of 
USC Dornsife and 

myself a new member of this 
scholarly community, it is 
my great pleasure to welcome 
our new colleagues to the fac-
ulty. This remarkable group 
of distinguished scholar- 
teachers demonstrates our 
continuing commitment to 
reaching ever higher levels of 
excellence.

To our new colleagues: Your dedication to educating our 
undergraduates, some of the most intellectually nimble in 
the nation, will ensure that we are among the most for-
ward-looking and innovative colleges in the world. Your 
commitment to championing our graduate students will 
attract the keenest young minds so that we may train the 
next generation of world-class scholars. Your research and 
scholarly inquiry is critical to improving the human con-
dition and I encourage you to reach out across ordinary 
boundaries to seek out those interfaces where new solutions 
are generated. Thanks to every member of our faculty, staff 
and administration who made it possible for us to attract 
such fine new faculty.  

To our promoted faculty: We appreciate your continued 
excellence in teaching, research and service. You set an ex-
ample that makes our community stronger every year.  

To our retired colleagues: Your many contributions have 
built a solid foundation for the continued success of USC 
Dornsife. Thank you for all that you have done.  

I wish you all an engaging, satisfying and productive year.

Steve Kay
Dean, USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences
Anna H. Bing Dean’s Chair
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Jamal Ali’s research interests in-
clude Arabic language and linguis-
tics and the history of Arabic lin-
guistic thought. His books include 
Language and Heresy in Ismaili 
Thought: The Kitab al-Zina of Abu 
Hatim al-Razi (Gorgias Press 2009) 
and the forthcoming Using Num-
bers in Arabic (Georgetown Univer-
sity Press). Ali has lived and studied 

in the Middle East extensively, including having received the 
CASA (Center for Arabic Study Abroad) fellowship, as well as 
the CASA III fellowship twice.

Previous Institutions:
California State University, Fullerton
University of Pennsylvania
City University of New York

A common thread of Josh Aizenman’s 
research has been applying a gener-
alized cost benefit approach to inter-
national economics and economic 
development, recognizing political 
economy goals and constraints. His 
work aims to interpret observed 
patterns and study conditions under 
which policies may help or hinder the 
performance of the economy and the 

role of institutions and regulations. Between 2006 and 2009, 
Aizenman was the Presidential Chair of Economics at UC Santa 
Cruz. Previously, he was the Champion Professor of Interna-
tional Economics at Dartmouth. Aizenman is also a research 
associate with the National Bureau of Economic Research.

Previous Institutions:
University of California, Santa Cruz
Dartmouth College
The Hebrew University
University of Chicago
University of Pennsylvania

JAMAL ALI
Associate Professor (Teaching) of Arabic
Ph.D, Arabic, 2005
University of California, Los Angeles

NEW FACULTY

JOSHUA AIZENMAN
Robert R. and Katheryn A. Dockson Chair in  
Economics and International Relations
Ph.D., Economics, 1981
University of Chicago
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Sami Assaf’s primary research in-
terest is in symmetric function 
theory and, in particular, in its rich 
interplay with algebraic combina-
torics, representation theory and 
algebraic geometry. She has been 
awarded two grants from the As-
sociation of Woman in Mathemat-
ics and received the Herb Alex-
ander Prize at UC Berkeley for an 

outstanding dissertation in pure math. In 2007, Assaf was 
also awarded a National Science Foundation Mathematical 
Sciences Postdoctoral Research Fellowship to conduct re-
search at the University of Pennsylvania. Her work has been 
published in the Journal of Combinatorial Theory and the 
Electronic Journal of Combinatorics, among other journals.

Previous Institutions:
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
University of Pennsylvania

ANDREW BACON
Assistant Professor of Philosophy
DPhil., Philosophy, 2012
Oxford University

SAMI ASSAF
Gabilan Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Ph.D., Mathematics, 2007
University of California, Berkeley

Much of Andrew Bacon’s current 
work is on vagueness and issues 
relating to the semantic paradox-
es. He is also interested in topics 
in metaphysics, epistemology, 
the philosophy of language, philo-
sophical logic and the philosophy of 
mathematics. Bacon’s research has 
been published in such journals as 
Philosophical Studies, The Journal 

of Philosophical Logic, The Review of Symbolic Logic and 
Studia Logica. While at Oxford, Bacon received a number of 
honors including the John Locke Prize in Mental Philosophy, 
the Wykeham Scholarship, and the Gilbert Ryle Prize. In 2010 
he was named a Prize Fellow by Examination at Oxford’s 
Magdalen College.
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Irene Chiolo studies the mecha-
nisms of DNA repair using imaging, 
biochemical and genetic approach-
es. Specifically, she explores how 
repair processes work in heteroch-
romatin, which includes extensive 
repeated DNA sequences prone 
to trigger chromosome rearrange-
ments and genome instability. She 
also aims to understand how dys-

function of these mechanisms contributes to aging, can-
cer and developmental disorders. Among Chiolo’s many 
accolades are a Gabilan Assistant Professorship, Women 
in Science and Engineering Program at USC (2013–18), the 
2012 SPOT Award for research achievements at Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory, and a postdoctoral fellowship 
from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (2008–10).

Previous Institution:
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Berkeley, CA

Sabin Cautis’ background is in alge-
braic geometry, an area which com-
bines algebra with geometry. Most 
recently he has applied tools from 
representation theory and tried to 
find applications to topology and 
knot theory. He is the recipient of 
an Alfred P. Sloan Fellowship and 
a Harvard Putnam Fellowship. He 
has also received grants from the 

National Science Foundation.

Previous Institutions:
Columbia University
Rice University

IRENE CHIOLO
Gabilan Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences
Ph.D., Genetics, 2005
University of Milan (Italy) 

SABIN CAUTIS
Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Ph.D., Mathematics, 2006
Harvard University
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Dennis Chong studies American na-
tional politics and has published ex-
tensively on issues of decision-mak-
ing, political psychology, social 
norms, rationality, tolerance and 
collective action. He is the author 
of Rational Lives: Norms and Values 
in Politics and Society (University 
of Chicago Press, 2000), a study of 
value formation and change, group 

identification, and conflict over social norms and values. 
He also wrote the William H. Riker Prize-winning Collective 
Action and the Civil Rights Movement (University of Chicago 
Press, 1991), a theoretical study of the dynamics of collective 
action as well as a substantial study of the American civil 
rights movement and the local and national politics that 
surrounded it. Chong’s current research on the influence of 
information and framing in competitive electoral contexts 
has received several awards, including the APSA’s Franklin 
L. Burdette/Pi Sigma Alpha Prize. 

Previous Institution:
Northwestern University 

ANDREW COE
Assistant Professor of International Relations
Ph.D., Political Science, 2012
Harvard University

DENNIS CHONG
Professor of Political Science 
Ph.D., Political Science, 1987
University of California, Berkeley

Andrew Coe studies the causes of 
war and peace, especially the roles 
played by economic factors. He is 
also working on the strategic inter-
actions involved in nuclear prolifer-
ation and the establishment, main-
tenance, and strengthening of the 
nuclear non-proliferation regime. 
Coe uses game-theoretic models to 
theorize about these phenomena. 

Coe is the recipient of a Stanton Nuclear Security Fellowship 
for 2012-13, which allowed him to spend a year at the Council 
on Foreign Relations in New York.



Celebration of Faculty  9

Jahan Dawlaty’s research interest is 
at the intersection chemistry, phys-
ics and biology. He uses pulsed la-
sers to study fast motion of charge 
and energy within and between 
molecules. His work is applied to-
ward a better understanding of the 
mechanisms of artificial and biolog-
ical photocatalysts for solar energy 
harvesting. He was the recipient of 

the QB3 Distinguished Postdoctoral Fellowship from the Cal-
ifornia Institute for Quantitative Biosciences QB3 in 2008. 
He also received the SPIE Scholarship in Optical Science in 
Engineering in 2005 and 2006 from the International Society 
for Optical Engineering. At Cornell, he took home the 2002 
Teaching Excellence Award from the University’s Department 
of Chemistry and Chemical Biology.

Previous Institution:
University of California, Berkeley

Joel David’s areas of research are 
primarily in macroeconomics, fi-
nance and international economics. 
His current work explores the ave-
nues through which economies can 
experience gains in productivity, a 
primary determinant of economic 
growth and welfare. He is a two-
time recipient of UCLA’s Ettinger 
Prize for best student paper.

JAHAN DAWLATY
Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Ph.D., Physical Chemistry, 2008
Cornell University

JOEL DAVID
Assistant Professor of Economics
Ph.D., Economics, 2012
University of California, Los Angeles
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BENJAMIN GRAHAM
Assistant Professor of International Relations
Ph.D., Political Science, 2012
University of California, San Diego

SCOTT E. FRASER
Provost Professor of Biological Sciences and Biomedical 
Engineering
Ph.D., Biophysics, 1979
Johns Hopkins University

Benjamin Graham’s primary re-
search is on the role of foreign di-
rect investment in the development 
and stabilization of fragile states. He 
also conducts research on diaspo-
ra direct investment, unrecognized 
states, powersharing and federal-
ism. Prior to beginning his graduate 
study, Graham served in the U.S. 
Peace Corps in Turkmenistan, and 

he currently holds a position as a special sworn researcher 
at the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. He lives with his 
wife and son at Trojan Hall, where he is the resident faculty 
member.

Scott E. Fraser is a world leader in 
imaging the molecular signals, cell 
motions, and cellular dynamics in-
volved in embryogenesis and oth-
er complex events using advanced 
imaging technologies. A fellow of 
the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and of the 
European Academy of Sciences, he 
has published approximately 200 

research articles and is editor of the leading journal, Devel-
opmental Biology. He has earned several awards for teach-
ing and mentoring, as well as the McKnight Scholar Award 
and the Marcus Singer Medal. His current research centers 
on the high-content imaging of embryonic development in 
the zebrafish and the analysis of craniofacial development in 
avians and mice. 

Previous Institutions:
California Institute of Technology
University of California, Irvine
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Katie Hasson’s research is in the ar-
eas of sociology of gender, science 
and technology studies, medical so-
ciology and sociology of the body. 
She focuses on how science and 
technology are centrally involved in 
constructing and performing gen-
dered bodies, identities and poli-
tics. She is currently working on a 
book manuscript using the case of 

menstrual suppression birth control pills to examine the 
role of everyday medical technologies in the production of 
gendered bodies and selves, amid shifting configurations of 
medicine, markets and the state. 

KATIE HASSON
Assistant Professor of Sociology
Ph.D., Sociology, 2012
University of California, Berkeley

DEVIN GRIFFITHS
Assistant Professor of English 
Ph.D., English Literature, 2010
Rutgers University

Devin Griffiths works at the in-
tersection of intellectual history, 
scientific literature and the digital 
humanities. He sees the supportive 
environment of USC Dornsife, co-
ordinating innovative technology 
with resources like the Huntington 
and Clark libraries, as the perfect 
place to pursue this work. At the 
center of his research is the ques-

tion of how literary form shapes our experience of time 
and natural systems.

Previous Institution:
University of Pennsylvania 
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YU-WEI HSIEH
Assistant Professor of Economics
Ph.D., Economics, 2012
New York University

Yu-Wei Hsieh’s fields of research 
include econometrics, the labor 
market and industrial organization. 
Hsieh has conducted research at 
the Academia Sinica in Taipai and 
the Chung Hua Institute for Eco-
nomics Research in Hsinchu, Tai-
wan. Hsieh is the recipient of the 
McCracken Fellowship at NYU, as 
well as the Dean’s and CV Starr trav-

el grants. His master’s thesis was named the best of 2006 
by the Taiwan Economics Association. He is an honorary 
member of the Phi Tau Phi scholastic honor society.

JENNIFER HOOK
Assistant Professor of Sociology
Ph.D., Sociology, 2006
University of Washington 

Jennifer Hook’s research specialties 
include family demography, gender, 
inequality, work-family, social poli-
cy, child welfare and comparative 
sociology. She focuses on how so-
cial contexts, particularly social 
policies and opportunities in the 
labor market, impact individuals 
and families. Her research on this 
topic has recently appeared in the 

American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociol-
ogy and Journal of Marriage and Family. She is the coauthor 
of Gendered Tradeoffs: Family, Social Policy, and Economic 
Inequality in Twenty-One Countries (Russell Sage, 2009). 
In 2004–05, she was a Fulbright Fellow at the University of 
Oslo in Norway. 

Previous Institutions:
University of Washington
Pennsylvania State University
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Scott Kanoski’s research focuses 
on the neurophysiological control 
of food intake and body weight reg-
ulation. More specifically, his inter-
ests are centered on understanding 
how the brain processes peripheral-
ly-derived neuroendocrine signals 
to control “higher-order” aspects 
of feeding behavior, as well as how 
these neuroendocrine systems con-

tribute to and are compromised by obesity and metabolic 
disorders. Kanoski has been lauded with the Early Career Re-
search Award by the Obesity Society and the Gerry P. Smith 
Award from the Society for the Study of Ingestive Behavior. 
Kanoski is also the recipient of the Ruth L. Kirschstein Post-
doctoral National Research Service Award from the National 
Institutes of Health.

Previous Institution:
University of Pennsylvania

SCOTT E. KANOSKI
Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences
Ph.D., Psychology, 2009
Purdue University

SUZANNE HUDSON
Assistant Professor of Art History
Ph.D., Art History, 2006
Princeton University

Suzanne Hudson’s interests involve 
modern and contemporary art; 
abstract art; American art and phi-
losophy; and the history of modern 
museums. Hudson is the co-found-
er of the Contemporary Art Think 
Tank and President Emerita and 
Chair of the Executive Committee 
of the Society of Contemporary Art 
Historians, an affiliate society of the 

College Art Association. She is an active critic whose work 
has appeared in such publications as Parkett, Flash Art, 
Art Journal and October; she is a regular contributor to 
Artforum and has written numerous essays for international 
exhibition catalogs and artist monographs. Among her books 
are Robert Ryman: Used Paint (MIT Press, 2009); Contem-
porary Art: 1989-Present, coauthored and coedited with 
Alexander Dumbadze (Wiley-Blackwell, forthcoming 2012); 
and Painting Now (Thames & Hudson, forthcoming 2013).

Previous Institutions:
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York
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ANNA KRAKUS
Assistant Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures
Ph.D., Comparative Literature, 2012
New York University

Anna Krakus’ work focuses on Pol-
ish film and literature in commu-
nist Poland in the 1970s and 1980s. 
She examines how artists dealt 
with censorship and the possibili-
ty of creating dissent through their 
works. She also explores the previ-
ously secret police files in Poland 
and how they have — and continue 
to — inform artistic production and 

administrative decision making. In addition, Krakus special-
izes in the field of law and humanities. Krakus received the J. 
William Fulbright Scholarship for non-U.S. Students in 2006. 
She was the recipient of the Henry M. MacCracken Fellowship 
and the Dean’s Pre-dissertation Fellowship. In 2011, she was 
awarded the Sweden-America Foundation scholarship. She 
has been published in Law and Humanities, Samlaren and, 
most recently, contributed a chapter in Palgrave MacMillan’s 
Sociolegal Studies series. Krakus speaks Swedish, English, 
Polish, Norwegian and Danish.

NEETU KHANNA
Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature 
Ph.D., Comparative Literature, 2011
University of California, Los Angeles

Neetu Khanna’s areas of specializa-
tion are in modern South Asian liter-
atures, postcolonial literatures, af-
fect theory, and feminist and queer 
theory. She was awarded an Andrew 
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship in 
the Center for Humanities at Wes-
leyan University in 2011.
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Brent Melot believes that new and 
higher-performing materials will 
play a key role in helping to estab-
lish a sustainable and environmen-
tally-benign energy infrastructure. 
Central to the development of 
these new materials is a detailed 
understanding of the impact that 
structure and composition have on 
physical properties. To that end, the 

research conducted by Melot broadly focuses on under-
standing the interplay between spin, charge and lattice de-
grees of freedom in the solid state so as to better design new 
and improved existing functional materials which include, 
but are not limited to, new cathodes for Li-ion batteries.

Previous Institution:
Université de Picardie Jules Verne (Amiens, France)

BRENT C. MELOT
Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Ph.D., Materials, 2010
University of California, Santa Barbara

ALWYN LIM
Assistant Professor of Sociology
Ph.D., Sociology, 2012
University of Michigan

Alwyn Lim’s research examines the 
global dimensions of organization-
al activity, focusing on the moral 
regulation of the economy and the 
institutions that govern macro so-
ciety-economy relationships. His 
current work studies the emer-
gence of corporate social respon-
sibility frameworks in the United 
Nations, their diffusion across 

countries and corporations, and their implementation in 
domestic contexts.



 16

New Faculty

DIANA O’BRIEN
Assistant Professor of Political Science
Ph.D., Political Science, 2012
Washington University

Diana’s research interests include 
women and politics, representa-
tion, political institutions, Europe-
an Politics, research methods and 
quantitative methodology. Her dis-
sertation project, When Women 
Matter: The Relationship Between 
Women’s Presence and Policy Rep-
resentation in Western Europe, 
asks how women’s issues reach 

the policy agenda in European countries and when wom-
en’s presence in office explains their policy representation. 
O’Brien has authored articles or has articles forthcoming in 
scholarly journals such as Politics & Gender, Comparative 
Politics, Legislative Studies Quarterly, and the Journal of 
Politics. To aid her thesis research, she received a Nation-
al Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement 
Grant in 2010. She was also the recipient of the 2008 So-
phonisba Breckinridge Award from the Midwest Political 
Science Association.

ANANT NYSHADHAM
Assistant Professor of Economics
Ph.D., Economics, 2012
Yale University

Anant Nyshadham’s research in-
terests lay in development, health, 
applied econometrics and labor. In 
particular, his work explores the re-
lationships between occupational 
choice, labor market participation, 
education and health using models 
which account for heterogeneity, 
learning and/or intra-household 
allocation decisions. Methodologi-

cally, he is also interested in developing extensions to pro-
jection-based panel data estimation procedures. Among 
his honors are the Yale University Dissertation, the Ryoichi 
Sasakawa Young Leaders, the Falk and the Association of 
Yale Alumni fellowships. He was also a Wharton Research, 
a Joseph Wharton, and a Benjamin Franklin scholar. He re-
cently coauthored an article on schooling, child labor and 
healthcare in Tanzania for the Journal of Human Resources.
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Peter Ralph studies evolution with 
genomic data, especially spatially 
explicit models of adaptation and in-
heritance. His research involves cre-
ation and study of stochastic mod-
els for theoretical understanding 
and development of practical tools 
for population genetics/genomics. 
In 2011, he was awarded the Ruth L. 
Kirschstein National Research Ser-

vice Award from the National Institutes of Health. His doctoral 
thesis received the Citation in Probability honor from the UC 
Berkeley statistics department and the Bernard Friedman 
Prize in Applied Mathematics from the university’s mathemat-
ics department. His work has been published in journals such 
as Genetics, Evolution and the Annals of Applied Probability.

Previous Institution:
University of California, Davis

PETER RALPH
Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences
Ph.D., Statistics, 2009
University of California, Berkeley

NATHAN PERL-ROSENTHAL
Assistant Professor of History
Ph.D., History, 2011
Columbia University

Nathan Perl-Rosenthal works on 
the political and cultural history 
of the 18th century North Atlan-
tic, with a focus on the first age of 
revolutions, ca. 1760-1815, in North 
America, Europe and the Caribbe-
an. His dissertation, “Correspond-
ing Republics,” was a comparative 
study of the influence of the old re-
gime letter writing practice on elite 

political organizing in three late 18th century revolutionary 
movements. This year, he is finishing up a book about cos-
mopolitan sailors in the age of revolutions, which is under 
contract with Harvard University Press. His writings have 
appeared in the William and Mary Quarterly, the American 
Historical Review, the Journal of the Early Republic and 
a number of other publications. He was an inaugural USC 
Provost’s Postdoctoral Fellow in the Humanities in 2011-12.



 18

New Faculty

DARBY SAXBE
Assistant Professor of Psychology
Ph.D., Psychology, 2009
University of California, Los Angeles

Darby Saxbe’s program of research 
takes a biopsychosocial perspec-
tive on understanding children’s 
development in the context of fam-
ily and peer relationships. She is in-
terested in how nature and nurture 
intersect — how early experiences 
shape the development of emotion 
regulation, stress responding, and 
social perception, and how these 

phenomena influence children’s subsequent interactions 
with family members and peers. Much of Saxbe’s research 
incorporates cortisol, a hormone secreted by the hypothalam-
ic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis that reflects bodily adaptation 
to acute and chronic stress. She was a postdoctoral fellow at 
USC from 2010-12. She is the recipient of the Michael Goldstein 
Distinguished Dissertation Award in Clinical Psychology at UCLA 
and a three-year graduate research fellowship from the National 
Science Foundation.

WAYNE SANDHOLTZ 
John A. McCone Chair in International Relations  
and Professor of International Relations and Law
Ph.D., Political Science, 1989
University of California, Berkeley

Wayne Sandholtz’s research ad-
dresses the development, spread 
and effects of international norms 
and institutions. He has written on 
corruption, globalization and the 
status of women, the laws of war, 
rules against wartime plundering, 
international tribunals and human 
rights. A current project analyzes the 
globalization of law through national 

courts; another seeks to assess the effect of the “political 
question doctrine” on judicial decision making in U.S. federal 
courts. He has contributed articles to such publications as 
European Journal of International Relations, International 
Organization, World Politics and International Review of 
Sociology. Among his books are Prohibiting Plunder: How 
Norms Change (Oxford University Press, 2007) and High-Tech 
Europe: The Politics of International Cooperation (University 
of California Press, 1992).

Previous Institutions:
Scripps College 
University of California, Irvine
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Satoko Shimazaki’s research inter-
ests include kabuki theater, early 
modern Japanese popular liter-
ature and visual culture, and the 
roles that text, visual ephemera and 
performance play in the construc-
tion of theatrical experience. She is 
currently finishing a book centered 
on vengeful ghosts in early modern 
and modern kabuki that explores the 

ways in which kabuki theater contributed to the construction 
of community and identity on both an urban and a national 
scale. She was a visiting researcher at the Interdisciplinary 
Humanities Center at UC Santa Barbara, in 2011 and for the 
past five years, she has been an invited researcher at the 
Waseda University Tsubouchi Memorial Theater Museum.

Previous Institution:
University of Colorado, Boulder

SATOKO SHIMAZAKI
Assistant Professor of East Asian Languages and Cultures
Ph.D., Japanese Literature, 2009
Columbia University

NAYAN SHAH
Professor and Chair of American Studies and Ethnicity
Ph.D., History, 1995
University of Chicago

Nayan Shah is a historian with ex-
pertise in U.S. and Canadian his-
tory, gender and sexuality studies, 
legal and medical history, and Asian 
American Studies. His research in-
vestigates how transnational migra-
tion has shaped state institutions 
and regulation of health, law and 
immigration. His new research 
examines social movements, the 

tactic of hunger strikes and changes in medical ethics and 
international human rights, drawing on case studies in 
South Africa, India, and the United States. He is the author 
of Stranger Intimacy: Contesting Race, Sexuality and the 
Law in the North American West (University of California 
Press, 2011) and Contagious Divides: Epidemics and Race 
in San Francisco’s Chinatown (University of California Press, 
2001). Shah is also the editor of GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian 
and Gay Studies (Duke University Press). 

Previous Institutions:
State University of New York (SUNY) Binghamton
University of California, San Diego
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SAMUEL STEINBERG
Assistant Professor of Spanish and Portuguese
Ph.D., Romance Languages and Literature, 2009
University of Pennsylvania

Samuel Steinberg’s research and 
teaching engage Latin American 
literature, art and politics. He is cur-
rently finishing a book manuscript 
titled Photopoetics at Tlatelolco 
on the 1968 Mexican student-pop-
ular movement. His articles have 
appeared in such journals as Políti-
ca Común, Discourse: Journal for 
Theoretical Studies in Media and 

Culture, Journal of Latin American Cultural Studies and 
Journal of Spanish Cultural Studies.

Jacob Soll’s work examines the ori-
gins of modern politics and the mod-
ern state by looking at essential ele-
ments often overlooked by political 
historians. His first book, Publishing 
The Prince (University of Michigan 
Press, 2005), examines how editors 
and publishers transformed Machi-
avelli’s The Prince, making it into a 
radical work. His second book, The 

Information Master (University of Michigan Press, 2009), looks 
at how Louis XIV’s minister used libraries, accounting, clas-
sical scholars and scientists to make an information network 
to build a modern state. His current book projects include 
a cultural history of accounting and politics and a history of 
the role of libraries and information technology in the Enlight-
enment of the 17th and 18th centuries. He has received the 
Forkosch Prize from the Journal of the History of Ideas; a Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship; and a 2009 
Guggenheim Fellowship. He is also a 2011 MacArthur Fellow.

Previous Institutions:
European University Institute
Princeton University
Rutgers University

JACOB SOLL 
Professor of History and Accounting 
Ph.D., History, 1998
Magdalene College, Cambridge University
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YAEL WOLINSKY-NAHMIAS
Associate Professor of the Practice of Environmental 
Studies and Political Science
Ph.D., Political Science, 1994
University of Chicago

GABRIELA C. ZAPATA
Associate Professor (Teaching) of Spanish; Director, 
Spanish and Portuguese Language Program
Ph.D., Spanish Applied Linguistics, 2002 
Pennsylvania State University

Yael Wolinsky-Nahmias’ main re-
search and teaching interests are 
in environmental politics and inter-
national relations. She has written 
about international public attitudes 
on environmental issues, on game 
theory and international environ-
mental policy making, and on en-
vironmental ballot measures in the 
U.S. She is the coeditor of Cases, 

Numbers, Models: International Relations Research Meth-
ods (University of Michigan Press, 2004). She is currently 
writing a book on climate change policy and civic society.

Previous Institutions:
Northwestern University

NEW FACULTY STARTING FALL 2013

NAOMI LEVINE
Gabilan Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences and 
Earth Sciences

ANN OWENS
Assistant Professor of Sociology

Gabriela C. Zapata is director of the 
Spanish and Portuguese Language 
Program. Her areas of expertise are 
bilingualism, second language ac-
quisition and pedagogy and teacher 
education. Her research has been 
published in journals such as Com-
puter Assisted Language Learning, 
Hispania, Language Learning and 
Language Awareness, and she is 

the main author of the Canadian edition of Puntos de partida.

Previous Institutions:
University of Alberta
Tulane University
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
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PROMOTIONS

Please join us in congratulating our faculty peers who have 
been promoted in the last year.

Frank Alber, Associate Professor of Biological Sciences*
Miranda Barone, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of Psychology
Jay Bartroff, Associate Professor of Mathematics*
Molly Bendall, Associate Professor (Teaching) of English
Aimee Bender, Professor of English
Richard Berg, Associate Professor (Teaching) of English
Daniela Bleichmar, Associate Professor of Art History and 
History*
Thea Cervone, Associate Professor (Teaching) of English
Ting Chen, Professor of Biological Sciences
Andrew De Silva, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of Writing
Sandra Disner, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of Linguistics
Alessio Filippi, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of Italian
Chris Freeman, Associate Professor (Teaching) of English
Lorena Gallego, Senior Lecturer
David Ginsburg, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of  
Environmental Studies
Prince Gomolvilas, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of Writing
Dana Goodyear, Senior Lecturer
Andrew Gracey, Associate Professor of Biological Sciences*
Christian Grose, Associate Professor of Political Science*
Cymra Haskell, Associate Professor (Teaching) of Mathematics 
Judith Hirsch, Professor of Biological Sciences
Susan Lape, Professor of Classics
Dinah Lenney, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of Writing
Marcus Levitt, Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures
Indra Mukhopadhyay, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of 
Writing
Nina Rathbun, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of  
International Relations
Eric Rawson, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of Writing
Ann Renken, Associate Professor (Teaching) of Psychology
Jacob Ross, Associate Professor of Philosophy*
Mark Schroeder, Professor of Philosophy
Susan Segal, Associate Professor (Teaching) of English
Liana Stepanyan, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of Spanish
Tok Thompson, Associate Professor (Teaching) of Anthropology
David Tomkins, Assistant Professor (Teaching) of Writing
Cecilia Woloch, Associate Professor (Teaching) of English
Paolo Zanardi, Professor of Physics and Astronomy

                      *with Tenure
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ELAINE ANDERSEN
Professor Emerita of Psychology

Elaine Andersen’s research has focused on how people  
acquire language in childhood as well as how those abili-
ties become lost due to old-age and Alzheimer’s disease. 
This work has led to studies on how the brain processes 
and stores word meaning, and the relationship between 
input into the brain and actual acquisition. Her work has 
examined word acquisition in a wide variety of languages 
such as English, Spanish, French and Basque, among oth-
ers. The results of her work have been published more than 
75 times in a variety of scholarly journals. In the past, the 
National Institute of Health, the National Science Foundation, 
the Fulbright Foundation and the March of Dimes supported 
her research. 

RONALD BRUCK, JR
Professor Emeritus of Mathematics

Ronald Bruck, Jr. joined the mathematics department at 
USC in 1969, and chaired the department from 1985–90. 
In addition to teaching at USC, he has been a guest professor 
at the University of Chicago, the University of Iowa and the 
Sorbonne in Paris, France. Since 1993, Bruck served as the 
director of the mathematics computing labs at USC. His re-
search has earned him numerous grants from the National 
Science Foundation for work on Banach spaces, among 
other topics of inquiry. Additionally, Bruck’s research has 
been published in more than 35 articles in journals from 
the American Mathematical Society and others.

TU-NAN CHANG
Professor Emeritus of Physics and Astronomy

Tu-Nan Chang joined USC Dornsife’s physics and astronomy 
department in 1975 and eventually rose to department 
chair from 1997–2003. His research has focused primarily 
on the strong multi-electron interactions in atomic transi-
tions dominated by multiple excitations in complex atoms. 
His time at USC also included active engagement in campus 
organizations including participation in the Academic Senate, 
and the College Faculty Council, in addition to serving as 
an adviser for several Asian American student clubs. His 
awards include the Distinguished Service Award from the 
Overseas Chinese Physics Association, the Distinguished 
Faculty Award from the USC Academic Senate and the USC 
Raubenheimer Outstanding Senior Faculty Award.

RETIRING FACULTY

We recognize our retirees no longer in service to USC for 
their longtime, devoted efforts to Dornsife — and offer 
them warm wishes for their future endeavors.
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THOMAS C. FLOOD
Professor Emeritus of Chemistry and Environmental 
Studies

Thomas C. Flood earned his doctorate from MIT in 1972 
before joining USC Dornsife that same year. For more than 
three decades, his research focused on organometallic and 
organic chemistry, specifically the new ways in which the 
reactivity of organic molecules is altered in the coordi-
nation sphere of metals. Outside of the lab, his academic 
interests have focused on preparing non-science majors to 
tackle science-related social issues including environmen-
tal challenges pertinent to chemistry and energy sources. 
His educational efforts regarding course development 
and chemical education have left a lasting impact at the 
university. In addition to more than 50 publications, he has 
received grants from the National Science Foundation, and 
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, among other organizations.

WAYNE GLASS
Professor Emeritus of the Practice of International Relations

Wayne Glass came to USC Dornsife in 2002 from his 
former position as senior defense policy adviser to Sen. 
Jeff Bingaman from New Mexico. As the senator’s principal 
staff adviser for his position on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Glass’ broad portfolio included all major de-
fense policy issues, including personnel matters, research 
and development programs, weapons procurement, arms 
control, and foreign policy. Glass also advised Bingaman 
on DOE’s Stockpile Stewardship and Nonproliferation 
programs, in particular, those involving cooperative work 
with Russia’s nuclear weapons research complex. His work 
in international relations emphasized U.S., NATO, Russian, 
and East Asian security affairs. Glass is also an expert on 
foreign and defense policy development within the legisla-
tive and executive branches of the U.S. government. 

NORA HAMILTON
Professor Emerita of Political Science

An expert on issues related to Latin American politics 
and international migration, Nora Hamilton came to USC 
Dornsife in 1977. The author of numerous books, her latest, 
Mexico: Political, Social and Economic Evolution, deals 
with the significant events that shaped that country over 
the past 25 years, including protest movements, civic 
engagement and Mexico-U.S. migration. In addition to 
research on Central American countries, her work has 
focused on immigrant communities in the Los Angeles 
region. Hamilton’s writings have been published extensive-
ly, and she has received grants from the Ford Foundation, 
Rockefeller Foundation and the USC Center for Internation-
al Studies. 
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RON HOCK
Professor of Religion

A graduate of Yale University with a Ph.D. focusing on the 
New Testament, Ron Hock became a member of USC Dorn-
sife’s faculty in 1975. His research included work primarily 
centered on gospel and Pauline studies, specifically the 
social conventions that help modern readers interpret the 
parables of Jesus, the moral norms that undergird sections 
of the New Testament, and the rhetorical instructions that 
clarify the composition of the gospels. He has belonged to 
the Society of Bible Literature since 1969 and the Institute 
for Antiquity and Christianity since 1975. His teaching on 
religious experience in the Greco-Roman World, New Tes-
tament literature and history, and Biblical ethics (among 
other courses) have earned him teaching awards from the 
Mortar Board, Gamma Sigma Alpha and Alpha Lambda 
Delta. He is the author of The Social Context of Paul’s Minis-
try (Augsburg Fortress, 1980) and Ancient Fiction and Early 
Christian Narrative (Society of Biblical Literature, 1998). 

MARK KANN
Professor Emeritus of Political Science and History and 
Associates Chair Emeritus in Social Science

Mark Kann began teaching at USC Dornsife in 1975 and 
eventually served as the associate dean of graduate 
studies from 1990–93, the chair of the political science de-
partment from 2001–04, and the USC Associates Endowed 
Chair in Social Science from 1994–2012, among many other 
distinguished positions. The author of seven books primar-
ily focusing on America’s founding, democracy and gender, 
his forthcoming work Taming Passion for the Public Good: 
Sex, Liberalism, and the Persistence of Patriarchy in the 
Early Republic is set for publication in 2013. He has re-
ceived numerous awards for excellence in teaching as well 
as fellowships and grants from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and the Ford Foundation.

H. EDWARD RANSFORD
Professor of Sociology

Ed Ransford’s research on the problems faced by Los Angeles 
area Latino immigrants reflects his Southern California 
roots. Ransford became a member of the USC Dornsife 
faculty in 1969 where he served as a professor of sociol-
ogy beginning in 1987. Over the past five decades, he has 
focused on the interaction of race and class inequalities, 
most notably exploring the barriers that prevent certain 
groups from accessing adequate health care. The univer-
sity has awarded him for his teaching three times, and his 
publishing history spans more than 40 years. He is author 
of Race and Class in American Society (Schenkman Pub-
lishing, 1994) and coauthor of Social Stratification:  
A Multiple Hierarchy Approach (Allyn and Bacon, 1980).



 28

Retiring Faculty

PETER SHUGARMAN
Associate Professor of Biological Sciences

Peter Shugarman arrived at USC Dornsife in 1966 after 
having worked as a laboratory technician researching plant 
photosynthesis at UCLA. Chlorophyll synthesis in green 
plants and the presence of limiting factors remained a 
primary field of interest throughout his career. While at 
USC, Shugarman served the university in several ways, 
including stints as the assistant dean of student affairs for 
the division of natural sciences from 1973–84, and as the 
associate dean of the same division from 1984–89. Shugar-
man’s publications include articles on measuring the levels 
of photosynthetic oxygen and the effects of virus infections 
on blue green alga. 

J. ANN TICKNER
Professor Emerita of International Relations 

A professor at USC Dornsife since 1995, Ann Tickner also 
served as the director of USC’s Center for International 
Studies as well as a visiting professor at universities around 
the globe. Her work has centered largely on feminist per-
spectives as applied to international relations theory, and 
more specifically to ways security can be reconceptualized. 
The author of 19 journal articles and a member of 22 edi-
torial review boards, she most recently coedited the 2011 
book Feminism and International Relations: Conversations 
about the Past, Present and Future with Laura Sjoberg. Her 
past service has included work as an adviser to the United 
Nations Intellectual History Project. Tickner was president 
of the International Studies Association (ISA), serving from 
2006–07; she was the first feminist IR theorist to head the 
ISA. She also had a stint as president of the International 
Studies Association. Tickner won the Remarkable Woman 
Award in 2008.

ZDENEK VOREL
Professor of Mathematics

Born in Prague, Czechoslovakia, Zdenek Vorel earned his 
doctorate in mathematics from the Czechoslovak Academy 
of Sciences in 1958 and began teaching in USC Dornsife in 
1969. Prior to that, his academic appointments included 
visiting positions at the Centro de Investigacíon in Mexico 
City, and Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
among others. Proficient in seven languages, his articles 
on mathematics have been published in Russian, Czech, 
English and Spanish; he has given lectures at international 
conferences in diverse places such as Moscow, Stock-
holm, Trieste, Mexico City and, of course, Los Angeles. The 
chairman of the foreign language exam committee from 
1976–2011, he also chaired USC’s mathematical colloquium 
from 1978–86, and he served as the undergraduate vice 
chairman from 1989–92.
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GEORGE WILSON 
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy

After spending close to three decades teaching at Johns 
Hopkins University, and then five years at the University of 
California, Davis, George Wilson came to USC Dornsife as a 
professor of philosophy in 2005 where he focused primarily 
on film aesthetics and film theory. His writings include four 
books as well as interpretative articles on specific movies 
and explorations on the way audiences understand visual 
and audio narration in film. In addition to his exploration 
of the cinematic arts, Wilson’s past work has focused 
on Wittgenstein, philosophy of action and philosophy of 
language. His articles have been published more than 30 
times and he is the recipient of numerous awards, most 
recently the Fellow at the Council for the Humanities at 
Princeton University (2008).

ROBERT WU 
Research Professor Emeritus of Physics and Astronomy

Initially a post-doctoral fellow at USC Dornsife from 
1973–75, Robert Wu joined the faculty as an assistant re-
search professor in 1978 before eventually becoming a full 
research professor in 1995. His primary field of interest has 
dealt with high-resolution molecular spectroscopy from 
the extreme ultraviolet to the infrared region. In addition to 
molecular spectroscopy, his work has implications in plan-
etary atmospheric sciences and ice photochemistry. The 
author and coauthor of more than 130 publications, the 
National Science Foundation has also given him multiple 
grants totaling more than $500,000. In the service of his 
profession he has helped convene conferences all over the 
world, including South Korea, Singapore, Taiwan and India. 
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SIDNEY W. BENSON
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Chemistry and Former 
Scientific Co-director of the Loker Hydrocarbon Research 
Institute

Sidney W. Benson joined USC Dornsife in 1943 after earning 
a bachelor’s degree from Columbia College, and his Ph.D. 
from Harvard University. Among the world’s most-cited 
chemists, Benson rose through the ranks at USC, be-
coming scientific co-director of the USC Dornsife’s Loker 
Hydrocarbon Research Institute in 1977 — the same year 
he helped to recruit George Olah, now Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Chemistry and Donald P. and Katherine B. Loker 
Chair in Organic Chemistry. Benson published more than 
500 scientific papers and books on physical chemistry. 
After a 13-year stint at the Stanford Research Institute, he 
returned to USC in 1976 and retired in 1994. In 1981, Benson 
became the second scholar at USC elected to the National 
Academy of Sciences.

CARL QUIMBY CHRISTOL
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Political Science

A pioneer in the field of international space law, Carl 
Quimby Christol began his 38-year tenure in USC Dornsife 
in 1949 as professor of political science after earning a 
bachelor’s degree in history from the University of South 
Dakota, a Ph.D. in political science from the University of 
Chicago and a law degree from Yale Law School. Christol 
was appointed Distinguished Professor Emeritus in 1990. 
Christol advanced the theory of international law of outer 
space and was among the first to promote human rights 
as a field of study. His book The Modern International Law 
of Outer Space (Pergamon Press, 1982) was the first of its 
kind to be written by an American on the topic. He contin-
ued to publish extensively on international space law after 
his retirement from USC in 1987.

THOMAS C. COX
Associate Professor Emeritus of History

A leading historian in African American studies and Amer-
ican intellectual and social history, Thomas C. Cox began 
his 29-year tenure in USC Dornsife in 1982 as assistant 
professor of history. He published extensively on African 
American and social history and taught a range of cours-
es. He became emeritus associate professor of history 
in 2008. While at USC, Cox received many honors and 
distinctions. He wrote Everything but the Fenceposts: The 
Great Plains Grasshopper Plague of 1874–1877 (Figueroa 
Press, 2010). Prior to his arrival at USC, Cox obtained his 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Kansas and a 
Ph.D. from Princeton University.

IN MEMORIAM
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DENIS MITCHELL
Associate Professor of Psychology

Denis Mitchell joined USC Dornsife in 1977 as a faculty 
member in the Department of Psychology. He is well 
known for his research on animal models of phobias and 
eating disorders, specializing in neophobia in wild animals 
— the fear of eating anything with an unfamiliar odor or 
flavor — and geophagia — the compulsion to eat dirt or 
clay. Mitchell received his Ph.D. in 1975 from the Univer-
sity of Washington. He was a member of the Society for 
Neuroscience, the Association for Integrative Studies, the 
scientific research society Sigma Xi and the American Psy-
chological Society. Mitchell frequently contributed reviews 
to the journals Animal Learning and Behavior, Behavioral 
Processes, and Physiology and Behavior. He retired in 
August 2007.

CAROL NAGY 
Former Dean of USC Dornsife’s Division of Social Science 
and Communication

Carol Nagy, formerly Carol Jacklin, was the first female 
dean of the Division of Social Sciences and Communication 
in USC Dornsife. She arrived at USC in 1983 as professor 
of psychology and head of the Program for the Study of 
Women and Men in Society (SWMS), since named the 
Gender Studies Program. She earned her bachelor’s in psy-
chology and master’s in experimental psychology from the 
University of Connecticut and a Ph.D. in experimental child 
psychology from Brown University in 1972. Before being 
appointed dean, Nagy chaired USC Dornsife’s Department 
of Psychology in 1990 and in 1992. She left USC in 1995 for a 
deanship at the College of William & Mary.

CHARLES RAY RITCHESON 
University Librarian Emeritus  
and Colin Rhys Lovell Distinguished Professor of  
History Emeritus 

Charles Ritcheson joined USC in 1971 after serving as 
chairman of the history department at Kenyon College and 
director of graduate studies in history at Southern Methodist 
University. At USC, Ritcheson was appointed the Colin Rhys 
Lovell Distinguished Professor of History. In 1973, he left 
USC for a position with the U.S. Embassy in London, but he 
returned in 1977. Between 1984 and 1990, Ritcheson served 
as University Professor, University Librarian, dean of the 
USC Libraries, and special adviser to the university presi-
dent. In 1988, Ritcheson helped co-found the USC Libraries 
Scripter Award. Ritcheson retired in 1991.
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JAMES ROSENAU
Professor Emeritus of International Relations

Arriving at USC Dornsife in 1973, James Rosenau — a 
founder of foreign policy as an academic field and pioneer 
in the study of globalization — served as director of the 
USC School of International Relations from 1976–79. He 
left USC Dornsife in 1992 and was appointed University 
Professor of International Affairs at George Washing-
ton University. He retired in 2009. Rosenau authored or 
edited more than 40 books, including Turbulence in World 
Politics: A Theory of Change and Continuity (Princeton 
University Press, 1990), which investigates the new forces 
shaping world politics beyond the nation-states. After 
that he wrote several books focusing on the dynamics and 
consequences of globalization.

PHILIP STEPHENS
Professor Emeritus of Chemistry

Philip Stephens came to USC Dornsife in 1967 as an assis-
tant professor and eventually rose to chair the chemistry 
department from 1992–98. Over that same period of time 
he served as a visiting professor at universities in Eu-
rope, Australia and the U.S. His field of research includes 
theoretical chemistry and optical activity and bioinorganic 
chemistry. In the 1970s, he was the first to measure Vibra-
tional Circular Dichroism (VCD) spectroscopy and later 
helped to develop the quantum-mechanized theory of VCD. 
His work was published more than 200 times and he was 
recognized with an Alfred P. Sloan research fellowship and 
a Guggenheim Fellowship. In 2008, Stephens was named a 
fellow of the Royal Society, the highest distinction given to 
a British scientist.
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