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Welcome to the inaugural issue of USC College Highlights! 

This issue will focus on some of the outstanding achievements of our 
faculty, students, and alumni during the 2007-08 academic year. We 
celebrated and acknowledged many of these achievements as they 
occurred.  Still, we know that it is easy to lose track and lose per-
spective in the flurry of our daily activities. We will better appreciate 
the strength and vitality of our community if we take the time, once 
a year, to collect and share this information.

The diverse members of our community have distinguished them-
selves in many ways:  receiving awards and accolades, producing 
important new scholarship, making new scientific discoveries, finding 
new support for exciting research initiatives, creating new centers of 
study, developing innovative academic programming, and promoting 
community outreach.  Collectively these achievements tell the story 
of a lively, diverse, engaged, and extremely accomplished College 
community.

These highlights illustrate the strength of our community.  Given our 
size it is not possible, in this sort of publication, to express all of the 
many and varied accomplishments of our faculty, students, and alum-
ni.  For additional examples and ongoing updates, please visit the 
USC College Web site at college.usc.edu.  And later this year keep an 
eye out for a new-and-improved College Web site—redesigned so 
that we will be in a better position to acknowledge and honor the 
numerous compelling stories within USC College.

Sincerely,

Howard Gillman, Dean
USC College of Letters, Arts & Sciences
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Daniela Bleichmar (art history) was recognized as 
one of the nation’s young innovators by Smithsonian 
magazine.

Laurie Brand (international relations) was named a 
Carnegie Scholar to study the relationship between 
Arab nationalism and Islam.

Douglas Capone, holder of the William and Julie 
Wrigley Chair in Environmental Studies and professor 
of biological sciences, and Howard Taylor, emeritus 
professor of chemistry and physics, were named this 
year as fellows of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, a recognition of outstanding 
contributions in science and engineering. Capone was 
also elected a fellow of the American Geophysical 
Union.

David Lidar (chemistry and electrical engineering) was 
selected a fellow of the 46,000-member American 
Physical Society. 

Abraham Lowenthal, Robert F. Erburu Chair in 
Ethics, Globalization and Development and professor of 
international relations, was named a nonresident senior 
fellow at the Brookings Institution, one of the nation’s 
foremost domestic and foreign policy think tanks.

Nicos Petasis, holder of the Harold and Lillian 
Moulton Chair in Chemistry, was awarded the 
American Chemical Society Arthur C. Cope Scholar 
Award for 2009.

Philip Stephens (chemistry) was named to the Royal 
Society, the U.K.’s foremost scientific academy, in 
recognition of his groundbreaking work analyzing 
molecular structure.

Richard Thompson, holder of William M. Keck 
Chair in Biological Sciences, University Professor and 
professor of psychology and biological sciences, was 
honored by the American Philosophical Society with its 
Karl Spencer Lashley Award.

Arieh Warshel (chemistry and biochemistry) was 
named a fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry.

Gideon Yaffe (philosophy) has been awarded a 
Frederick Burkhardt Residential Fellowship by the 
American Council of Learned Societies.

Selected Faculty Recognition



Itzhak Bars (physics) was appointed to the selection 
committee for the Dannie Heinemann Prize in 
Mathematical Physics awarded by the American 
Physical Society.

Thorsten Becker (earth sciences) was appointed 
visiting fellow at the Department of Geosciences at 
Princeton University for the spring of 2008, and was 
invited to deliver the C.F. Gauss Lecture of the German 
Geophysical Society at the European Geoscience Union 
meeting. 

Daniela Bleichmar (art history) has been awarded a 
Getty nonresidential fellowship.

John Bowlt (Slavic languages and literatures) was 
awarded a 2007–08 Borchard Award for the study of 
the Ferris Collection, and a Fulbright Award to study 
the work of Leon Bakst in Russia.

Dani Byrd (linguistics) was elected a fellow of the 
Acoustical Society of America. She was cited “for 
research on the relation of linguistic structures to the 
temporal realization of speech.”

Carolyn Cartier (geography) was invited to chair 
the Social Sciences Research Council’s final selection 
committee for the International Dissertation Research 
Fellowship.

Robert Dekle (economics) won a competitive award 
from the Economic and Social Research Institute 
Cabinet Office of the Japanese government for his 
contribution to their “Japan’s Bubble, Deflation and 
Long-term Stagnation” program.

Stephen Finlay (philosophy) was awarded a Charles 
Ryskamp Fellowship by the American Council of 
Learned Societies.

Susan Forsburg (biological sciences) was appointed 
to the Council for Extramural Grants for the American 
Cancer Society.

Margaret Gatz (psychology) was named the 
2007 recipient of the M. Powell Lawton Award for 
Distinguished Contributions to Clinical Geropsychology 
by the Society of Clinical Geropsychology, a section of 
the American Psychological Association. 

Sarah Gualtieri (history) was awarded a Charles 
Ryskamp Fellowship by the American Council of 
Learned Societies.

Patrick James (international relations) has taken office 
as president of the Association for Canadian Studies in 
the U.S.

Sonya Lee (art history, and East Asian languages 
and cultures) was awarded a Getty nonresidential 
fellowship.

Paul Lerner (history) was awarded a fellowship at the 
Center for Advanced Judaic Studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

Philippa Levine (history) was elected as vice president 
and president-elect of the North American Conference 
on British Studies.

National & International 
Accolades and Fellowships



Susan McCabe (English) won the first prize in the 
Aghda Ali Shahid Poetry Competition, judged by Cole 
Swensen. 

Charles McKenna (chemistry) was selected to serve 
on the NSF advisory SBIR/STTR Panel on Drug Delivery.

Mike Messner (sociology) was given the North 
American Society for the Sociology of Sport Award 
for Distinguished Service, which was presented at the 
annual meeting; and was named by the Institute for 
International Sport as one of the “100 Most Influential 
Sports Educators.” 

Richard Meyer (art history) received a Creative 
Capital/Andy Warhol Foundation Arts Writer’s Grant.

Toben Mintz (psychology) was selected to serve on 
an NSF advisory panel in the Division of Behavioral and 
Cognitive Sciences.

Viet Nguyen (English) was awarded a fellowship from 
the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study.

Roumyana Pancheva (linguistics) was awarded a 
New Directions Fellowship by the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation.

Nicos Petasis, holder of the Harold and Lillian 
Moulton Chair in Chemistry and professor of chemistry, 
was awarded the 2007 –08 Novartis Chemistry 
Lectureship, in recognition of outstanding contributions 
to organic and computational chemistry, including 
applications to biology.

Ricardo Ramirez (political science, and American 
studies and ethnicity) earned recognition as an 
“Emerging Scholar” by Diverse: Issues in Higher 
Education. 

Daniel Richter (classics) was named a fellow of 
Harvard’s Center for Hellenic Studies in Washington, 
D.C., and will be in residence there in spring 2009.

Margaret (Tita) Rosenthal (French and Italian) was 
appointed by the Modern Language Association’s 
Executive Council to the advisory board of PMLA, the 
association’s journal, for a three-year term (2007–10).

Apichai Shipper (political science and international 
relations) was awarded a Social Science Research 
Council Abe Fellowship for his comparative study of 
Japan, Sweden and the United States.

Nicholas Warner (physics) was awarded a Doctor 
of Science (Sc.D.) by the University of Cambridge 
in recognition of his distinguished research career 
following his Cambridge Ph.D.

Francille Rusan Wilson (American studies and 
ethnicity) was appointed to the Los Angeles 
Commission on the Status of Women by Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa and was sworn in as a new 
commissioner after confirmation by the L.A. City 
Council.

Jennifer Wolch (geography) was named to the 
Newsweek Second Annual Global Environment and 
Leadership Advisory Committee.



Tammara Anderson (Joint Educational Project), The 
Skirball Foundation, $250,000.

Linda Duguay (USC Sea Grant), USCSG Omnibus 
Proposal FY 2008–09, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, $921,000.

Katrina Edwards (biological sciences), The Deep 
Subsurface Biosphere at North Pond: A Mid-Atlantic 
Ridge Microbial Observatory, Moore Foundation, 
$3,900,000.

Thomas Jordan, University Professor and holder of 
the William M. Keck Foundation Chair in Geological 
Sciences, Enabling Earthquake System Science 
Through Petascale Calculations (PetaShake), National 
Science Foundation, $900,000; and Geoinformatics: 
A Petascale Cyberfacility for Physics-Based Seismic 
Hazard Analysis (PetaSHA-2), National Science 
Foundation, $800,000.

Donald Miller, Leonard K. Firestone Professor of 
Religion, professor of sociology and executive director 
of the Center for Religion and Civic Culture, Leadership 
Development in the African American Community, The 
James Irvine Foundation, $600,000.

Jon Miller (sociology), The Cultural Context of 
Globalization: Cataloging the Visual Traces of Social 
Change, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, $305,000.

Manual Pastor (geography, and American studies and 
ethnicity), Just Growth: Linking Regional Equity and 
Regional Economic Development, Ford Foundation, 
$340,000.

Surya Prakash, holder of the George A. and Judith A. 
Olah Nobel Laureate Chair in Hydrocarbon Chemistry 
and scientific co-director of the Loker Hydrocarbon 

Research Institute, Applications Arising from a Material 
Platform based on Perfluorocarbon Polymer, Merck 
KGaA, $1,500,000.

Michael Waterman, University Professor, holder 
of the USC Associates Chair in Natural Sciences and 
professor of biological sciences, computer science and 
mathematics, Center of Excellence in Genomic Science: 
Implications of Haplotype Structure in the Human 
Genome, National Human Genome Research Institute 
(NHGRI), $1,456,888.

Xianghong Jasmine Zhou (biological sciences), 
CAREER: Integrated Approaches to Mapping Genome 
to Phenome, National Science Foundation, $123,499.

An interdisciplinary team of biomedical researchers 
from USC College, the USC Viterbi School of 
Engineering and the Keck School of Medicine of USC 
has received a $6 million Bioengineering Research 
Partnership grant from the National Institutes of 
Health to begin designing visual aids for millions of 
older adults who suffer from significant vision loss.

The College received a grant from the Teagle 
Foundation to continue research on the assessment 
of critical thinking skills acquired by undergraduates 
as demonstrated in their personal electronic essay 
portfolios.  

The National Endowment for the Humanities 
awarded a $350,000 challenge grant to the USC-
Huntington Early Modern Studies Institute and the 
Huntington-USC Institute on California and the West to 
endow programs related to the American experience, 
with a particular focus on issues of identity and 
citizenship. 

Selected Grants Awarded



Everett, Percival (English) The Water Cure (Graywolf 
Press), pub. Aug. 21, 2007

Freeman, Judith (Master of Professional Writing 
Program) The Long Embrace: Raymond Chandler and the 
Woman He Loved (Pantheon Books), pub. Nov. 6, 2007

Harkness, Deborah (history) The Jewel House: 
Elizabethan London and the Scientific Revolution (Yale 
University Press), pub. Oct. 24, 2007

Levitt, Marcus (Slavic languages and literatures) Times 
of Trouble: Violence in Russian Literature and Culture 
(University of Wisconsin Press), pub. Oct. 26, 2007

Meyer, Richard (art history and fine arts) with Lee, 
Andrew W. Weegee and ‘Naked City’ (University of 
California Press), pub. April 2, 2008

Modleski, Tania (Florence R. Scott Professor of English 
and professor of English) Loving With a Vengeance: 
Mass Produced Fantasies for Women (2nd ed.) 
(Routledge), pub. Aug. 9, 2007

Mousli, Beatrice (French and Italian) and Bennett, Guy 
Beyond the Iconic: Contemporary Photographs of Paris, 
1971–2003 (Angel City Press), pub. March 1, 2008

Rechy, John (Master of Professional Writing Program) 
About My Life and the Kept Woman: A Memoir (Grove 
Press), pub. Jan. 21, 2008

Schwartz, Vanessa (history) It’s So French!: Holly-
wood, Paris, and the Making of Cosmopolitan Film 
Culture (University of Chicago Press), pub. Dec. 15, 2007

Stanford, Craig (anthropology and biological sciences) 
with Bearzi, Maddalena Beautiful Minds: The Parallel 
Lives of Great Apes and Dolphins (Harvard University 
Press), pub. April 30, 2008

Tang, Xiaobing (East Asian languages and cultures, 
and comparative literature) Origins of the Chinese Avant-
Garde: The Modern Woodcut Movement (University of 
California Press), pub. Nov. 20, 2007

Wise, Carol (international relations) with Studer, Isabel 
[editors] Requiem or Revival?: The Promise of North 
American Integration (Brookings Institution Press), pub. 
Sept. 1, 2007

Selected Faculty Achievements—Books

Itzhak Bars’ (physics and astronomy) work was 
featured as the cover story for October’s New Scientist 
magazine. His work was also featured in the June 2008 
issue of Discover.

Tansu Celikel (biological sciences) co-authored 
“Ongoing in vivo experience triggers synaptic 
metaplasticity in the neocortex,” which appeared in 
the Jan. 4 issue of Science.

The work of Lynn Swartz Dodd (religion and 
archaeology) to help peacefully arrange for the care of 
antiquities in dispute between Israel and Palestine was 
featured in the April 18 issue of Science.

Steve Finkel and John Tower (biological sciences)  
co-authored a Cell Metabolism paper that was 
highlighted in the News Scan section of the Oct. 2007 
issue of Scientific American.

Sergei Nuzhdin (biological sciences) co-authored 
“Rarity of males in pea aphids results in mutational 
decay” in the Jan. 4 issue of Science.

Lowell Stott (earth sciences) co-authored “Southern 
Hemisphere and deep-sea warming led deglacial 
atmospheric CO2 rise and tropical warming,” 
appearing in the Oct. 19 issue of Science.

Selected Publications



The GIS Research Laboratory in the geography 
department received the Special Achievement in GIS 
Award for Leadership with Geospatial Technology from 
ESRI, the makers of geographic information system 
software.

Ruth Wilson Gilmore’s (geography, and American 
studies and ethnicity) Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, 
Crisis, and Opposition in Globalizing California 
(University of California Press, 2007) garnered an 
Outstanding Book Advancing Human Rights honorable 
mention this year from the Gustavus Myers Center for 
the Study of Bigotry and Human Rights.

Gerardo Munck’s (international relations) Passion, 
Craft and Method in Comparative Politics (Johns 
Hopkins University Press), co-authored with Richard 
Snyder, was included in the list of “The Best 25 Books 

of 2007” that the Spanish-language edition of Foreign 
Policy recommends to its readers. 

Postdoctoral fellows Marcos Rigol and Vanja Dunjko 
(physics and astronomy) co-authored “Thermalization 
and its mechanism for generic isolated quantum 
systems,” which appeared in the April 17 issue of 
Nature.

Francille Rusan Wilson’s (American studies and 
ethnicity) The Segregated Scholars: Black Social 
Scientists and the Creation of Black Labor Studies, 
1890–1950 (University of Virginia Press, 2006) 
has been awarded this year’s Letitia Woods Brown 
Memorial Book Prize for the best book in African-
American women’s history by the Association of Black 
Women Historians.

Other Awards

Undergraduate Student Achievements
9 Fulbright Scholarships 1 Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship
2 Barry M. Goldwater Scholarships 1 McNair Scholarship

One hundred undergraduate students presented their papers at the 11th annual Thematic Option Research 
Conference, April 2008.

Graduate Student Achievements
Alumni of USC College graduate programs include the president of the Catalina Island Conservancy; program 
director for the Center for Sponsored Coastal Ocean Research; curators for the Smithsonian Institute and the Santa 
Barbara Museum of National History; senior scientist for the Korea Ocean Research and Development Institute; and 
professors at Harvard, Stanford, Brown and Cornell.

Daniel Wei HoSang, the second Ph.D. graduate in the Department of American Studies and Ethnicity, won three 
awards for best dissertation of the year in three different disciplines: the Ralph Henry Gabriel Dissertation Prize 
from the American Studies Association; the Best Dissertation Award from the Race, Ethnicity, and Politics Section 
of the American Political Science Association; and the W. Turrentine Jackson Dissertation Award from the Pacific 
Coast Branch of the American Historical Association.  

Four master’s and doctoral candidates in the College were awarded 2008–09 Fulbright Scholarships.

Selected Alumni Awards
College alumni Christopher Cox ’73, chairman of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission; and Suzanne 
Nora Johnson ’79, senior director of the Goldman Sachs Group, Inc., were honored at the 75th annual USC 
Alumni Awards Gala in April. Cox was awarded the Asa V. Call Achievement Award, and Johnson was awarded the 
Alumni Merit Award.



Student Opportunities in Academic Research 
(SOAR): Research opportunities for students to work 
closely with faculty during the academic year. 

Summer Undergraduate Research Fund (SURF): 
Summer research opportunities for students to work 
closely with faculty.

Problems Without Passports: Funding to Belize, 
Mexico and the U.S.: Student travel and research 
where a problem drives the learning.

The first course was approved, and a second one 
submitted, toward a new minor in Armenian studies.  

The Core Multimedia Program added a new 
component, Multimedia Across the College, which 
allows faculty members to include multimedia 
components in their courses without requiring every 
student to enroll in a lab. This enabled a large number 
of new faculty members to participate. 

A new interdisciplinary minor in folklore and popular 
culture was approved, with a home in anthropology.  

The environmental studies major was divided into 
three tracks: science, business and policy. The new 
program includes work at the Wrigley Institute and in 
the L.A. community. 

The Freshman Seminar Program offered 34 classes 
for first-year students, including sections taught by 
University Professor Solomon Golomb and Justice 
Richard Mosk of the California Court of Appeals.  

Ten new courses were approved for the General 
Education program, as well as 16 new sections of 
Arts and Letters classes.

An interdisciplinary program in hearing & 
communication neuroscience was created by the 
Neuroscience Graduate Program at USC and the House 
Ear Institute.

The Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology was 
substantially revised and a new Bachelor of Arts in 
Human Performance was designed.

A new interdisciplinary major in philosophy, politics, 
and law, including courses from three academic 
units in two schools, was submitted to the University 
Committee on Curriculum for review in the fall.  

The first group of transfer students to complete the 
SCholars program graduated in the spring. This is 
a summer bridge program offered by the Office of 
Students Affairs on a grant from the Jack Kent Cooke 
Foundation, which includes a College immersion 
experience provided by the College Writing Program.

Undergraduate Academic Program 
Innovations and Expansions



The Catch and Release initiative, established to 
improve Ph.D. recruitment and replacement, was 
introduced in the fall. Supported activities included 
improvement of Web sites and the creation of 
recruitment DVDs. 

Most departments, using College funds, hosted 
accepted applicants at open houses on campus. The 
Office of Graduate Programs held a breakfast for 
students accepted into American studies and ethnicity, 
history, art history and cinematic arts to learn about 
interdisciplinary courses and programs. 

To recruit applicants from underrepresented 
populations, some programs contacted McNair 
Scholars and used the Western Name Exchange 
and California Diversity Forum to identify potential 
applicants. Linguistics held its second College-
funded Graduate Programs Outreach Showcase, which 
attracted 19 students of diverse backgrounds, including 
African-American, Latino, Chicano, Asian-American 
and international students.

George Sanchez was appointed as the director of 
College diversity and charged with coordinating the 
College’s efforts to increase diversity among faculty 
and students, by working with academic departments 
to ensure that recruitment is guided by emerging best 
practices.

The Office of Graduate Programs collaborated with 
the College Office of Communication to create 
video interviews featuring current College Doctoral 
Fellows, to emphasize the College’s diversity and 
efforts to recruit from underrepresented populations. 
The video also emphasized other assets USC College 
offers, such as its location in the Los Angeles basin, 
relationship with the Huntington Library, research 
opportunities and funding support. This video was 
distributed to every USC graduate program and placed 
on the College’s YouTube channel (see college.usc.
edu/mag/cdf).

Innovation in Graduate Programs

Centers and Institutes
The newly created USC Center for Urban Youth 
is devoted to improving the lives of inner-city youths 
in a myriad of  ways—from assessing and treating 
learning and behavioral problems to counseling 
victims of violence to addressing obesity. Housed 
in USC College’s Department of Psychology, the 
institute brings together professors and students from 
throughout the university to work with local Inner City 
Education Foundation charter schools to conduct and 
implement research depending upon the most pressing 
needs.

The newly created Center for the Study of 
Immigrant Integration conducts forward-looking 
research; assists in policy formulation at the local, state 
and national levels; and designs and facilitates civic 
dialogue about the intersecting issues of immigrant 

settlement, economic mobility, social cohesion and 
social equity. A joint enterprise of USC College and the 
USC School of Policy, Planning, and Development, the 
center seeks to build on the research strength of USC 
faculty as well as ties with community leaders and 
decision makers.

The Levan Institute for Humanities and Ethics 
appointed its second director, Lyn Judson, and co-
sponsored four programs with Visions and Voices, the 
provost’s arts and humanities initiative, and the Keck 
School of Medicine of USC.

The USC Shoah Foundation Institute for Visual 
History and Education co-produced a DVD-ROM 
that won an award from the British Academy of Film 
and Television Arts.



The Youth Impact Program doubled the number of participants this year, from 85 to 150 students in seven local 
middle schools, for a summer program run by the Joint Educational Project (JEP) with funding from the NFL and 
College alumnus Riki Ellison’s Student Permanent Impact Foundation.

More than 150 faculty, students, staff and members of community-based organizations attended a JEP colloquium 
offered for the first time this year, supported by a grant from California Campus Compact. 

Two faculty members of the College Writing Program created a new section of the course “Advanced Writing,” 
subtitled “Writing in the Community,” that partners students with community groups to place writing in a 
real-world context, culminating in a research paper, take-action assignment, and a multimedia documentary about 
issues relevant to the community.

Outreach and Community Service

Giving to USC College
In 2007–08, USC College raised a record $49,857,451 in cash and pledges. Our fundraising effort is at an all-time 
high. This year’s achievements were highlighted by the following gifts:

• A gift of $1 million to the Brain and Creativity Institute by Dana and David Dornsife. 

• A $7.5 million planned gift from Jerry Buss (Ph.D., chemistry, ’57) to support chemistry education and 
research.

• The establishment of the Carmen H. and Louis Warschaw Chair in Practical Politics was funded by a  
$3 million gift from Carmen H. Warschaw. The chair’s mission will be to bridge the gap between academic 
theories of political science and direct student involvement in the electoral process.






