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Once upon a time, I was three. 

The year was 1992. President Clinton 

was elected for the first time, “Black or 

White” by Michael Jackson topped the 

charts, and a team from Canada won the 

World Series. But I didn’t know any of 

that, because I couldn’t read. And now, a 

meager 19 years later, I am helping to 

improve children literacy skills with an 

extremely capable team at Readers
Plus

. 

So how, you might be wondering, did 

this rags-to-riches transformation take 

place? The answer is simple: I had good 

mentors. 

A lot happened in those two 

decades. I grew up in Dallas, Texas 

where my parents read to me each night 

until I was able to do it myself. I went to 

college and studied, you guessed it, 

English at Xavier University in 

Cincinnati, where I also founded a public 

arts education program called Artists for 

Others. Last year I landed in the sunny 

Southland, seeking my Masters of 

Professional Writing from USC.  After 

this long journey, I realize that I would 

never be where I am today without the 

mentors and teachers who guided me 

along the way. As such, I sought a job 

here at USC JEP to offer a piece of that 

mentorship back to the neighborhood. 

What I found was so much bigger than a 

job. 

Readers
Plus

 is not just a tutoring 

program. It is not simply a means by 

which we educate and help local students 

Meet the New Literacy Director: Matt Ackels  
By: Matt Ackels 
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beat state tests. Readers
Plus

 is a family of 

caring, passionate, capable people who 

collectively love our community. It is the 

undergraduate student who takes pause from 

her double major to read Dr. Seuss. It is the 

local teacher who stays an extra hour after 

school to talk with that undergrad about how 

to help one particular student. It is the 

kindergartener who remembers everything 

about his weekend so they can share it with 

their USC buddy on Monday morning. 

Being with Readers
Plus

 this semester 

has been a humbling experience. In full 

disclosure, I didn’t really start out in rags, 

and I certainly have not found financial 

riches, but the wealth here is far greater. I 

set out to give back, but found I am 

receiving tenfold. The people who run this 

program are inspiring, and those who 

participate in it enlivening. I am grateful that 

the same president who was elected when I 

was three started the America Reads 

initiative so that we have the funding to read 

to kids about cooking, and science, and how 

the World Series trophy is back in 

California. Like Michael Jackson said, “I 

believe in miracles, and a miracle is 

happening at Readers
Plus

.” OK, he didn’t say 

that exactly, but would have had he seen this  

extraordinary program. 
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It’s not as easy being a kid as you might think. Once children blow out their five 

birthday candles and ready themselves for kindergarten, life gets a lot busier and a lot more 

challenging. Most kids are dropped off at school by 7:30 in the morning and don’t leave 

school until after five o’ clock when their parents are able to pick them up after their own 

long days at work. Do the math, and basically, kids are "working" better than an eight-hour 

day!  

While at school, children have a full day of academic lessons. They may become 

frustrated learning new concepts, might be dealing with arguments or disagreements with 

their friends on the yard, or they may be just plain tired and unfocused. Once at home, 

children may have unfinished homework or be asked to help with household chores. For 

many kids it’s a struggle to simply find some peace and quiet at the end of their long day. 

What’s a kid to do? 

USC Readers
Plus

 has added a little reprieve to all the madness in a kid’s day.  A new 

curriculum has been added to our after school academic enrichment programs. Twice a 

week, first through third graders become “Little Yoginis”. That’s right, they are doing yoga! 

I am a competitive runner and discovered yoga myself fourteen years ago when I was 

forced to take a break from running in my fourth month of pregnancy. Being unable to run 

drove me crazy. I missed working my body and the positive feeling it gave me. Then I found 

yoga. Over the years, I’ve enjoyed the many benefits of yoga, especially the sense of peace 

and grounding it provides me, so I decided to design the “Little Yoginis” Curriculum which 

is now being taught 1 – 2 days each week at our USC Readers
Plus

 schools.  

Each yoga practice is linked to a piece of children’s literature. For example, one of 

our USC Readers reads aloud Horton Hatches the Egg by Dr. Seuss, bringing special 

attention to Horton’s qualities of faithfulness and determination to create the theme for the 

children’s yoga poses introduced in the session. Practice begins with “Elephant Breath” 

(deep cleansing breaths as hand are clasped and arms are swung back and forth like an 

elephant’s trunk) and puts children in poses such as “Tree” (in honor of Horton’s many 

months of sitting in a tree), “Warrior” poses (to practice determination), and both “Crow” 

and “Eagle” (poses that tend to be a little more challenging, but become playful as the 

children fall in and out of the poses as they work to master them).  

Through yoga practice children build confidence as they realize what they can do 

with their bodies; enhance their concentration as they focus on the poses and breathing 

through them; improve their flexibility and balance with each practice; and learn how to 

find a sense of calm as they learn various breathing and relaxation techniques. “Little 

Yoginis” was created to bring these positive benefits to the children in our neighborhood 

because, after all, life is hard even for a kid. But one of the best things about bringing yoga to 

our kids is that, above all, they are having fun and learning something new! Isn’t that what 

being a kid is all about? 
 

Little Yoginis By: Tina Koneazny, JEP Associate Director, Administration and Educational Outreach  
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Little Yoginis lesson at Weemes Elementary.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Yoginis    
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“One of the best things 

about bringing yoga to 

our kids is that, above all, 

they are having fun and 

learning something new! 

Isn’t that what being a 

kid is all about?”- Tina 

Koneazny on Little Yoginis     

Students at Mack Elementary doing tree pose 

Wow! Look at that crow pose!  

Eagle pose perfection!  
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Meet our new Math Coordinator: Elizabeth Thompson  

 

I grew up in Cerritos, California and was highly 

motivated by incentives. My dad would give me 20 dollars for 

every ‘A’ on my report card. Call me spoiled but it worked. 

Let’s just say that no matter what class it was, I made sure to 

get an ‘A’ and was the richest kid in junior high! My parents 

never went to college and I didn’t have older siblings to look up 

to that went to college but I always found a sense of pride in 

being good at the subjects others thought were hard. When I 

was in high school and then in undergrad, I absolutely loved 

economics and policy, math and statistic were close behind; I 

was the only person I knew who took math every semester in 

undergrad although it wasn’t required. After graduating from 

California State University, Long Beach with a B.S in Health 

Care Administration and writing numerous papers on health 

policy and economics, I realized that I did not want to be in an 

office the rest of my life battling these social and political 

issues. I wanted to be in the communities’ face- to- face 

empowering people to be part of the change and progression in 

their lives and the future of their children. I entered the USC 

School of Social Work in January of 2012 and found myself 

wanting to do more for the surrounding community. I worked in 

the local high schools in south central Los Angeles getting high 

school kids to not only graduate but to go on to college. The 

opportunity to work at Readers
Plus

 arose and I could not let the 

great opportunity pass me by. Readers
Plus

 has given me a way to 

spread my passion on to others so that they can motivate the 

youth in our 7 schools to want for more and see a better future. 

What do you get when you add together 12 undergraduate 

coordinators, 3 graduate students and 1 Tina Koneazny!? Well I 

say you get one of the greatest programs at USC where the 

work being done not only helps the community but fuels a 

passion in every person who has the chance to work for it. 

Readers
Plus

 is a wonderful place to work and grow. 



 

 

This semester has been jam packed with friends, fun, and of course, learning. In fact, it’s been so 

great, we couldn’t pick only 10 moments… 

 

1. Training in Palm Springs – Every August, we train our staff over the course of three days 

on a retreat in Palm Springs. This year’s outing was an immense success, featuring seminars, 

lesson plan sharing, and some quirky nicknames. 

 

2. Little Yoginis – This semester marked the beginning of our nimble new afterschool 

curriculum, Little Yoginis! The lessons designed by our fearless leader, Tina, expose the 

relaxing art of Yogi to kids in a fun, educational way. The poses have been quite the hit at 

our staff meetings as well, even amongst the least flexible of our group (Matt). 

 

3. New space – Our tutors at the Science Center found a comfortable new home this year. 

Though they had been using the library, our Readers
Plus

 team was given a full science lab as 

their permanent classroom. 

 

4. Season 1 of House Cup Center – Every semester, our schools compete for the coveted 

House Cup. Each “house” earns points by doing their job well; from paperwork to lesson 

plans. This year, we’ve been following the race with bated breath during our weekly 

SportCenter rip off, “House Cup Center.” Tune in every Monday at 1:50 PM on the second 

floor of the JEP House. 

 

5. The Norwood Lesson Plan Machine – The heart of Readers
Plus

 is the lesson plan. That 

small piece of curriculum tutors design each week for their students. Part of our semester 

competition includes finding the best ideas of the batch. This year, Norwood has been 

cranking out some stellar lesson plans behind their veterans Sequoia Tully and Carly 

Woodworth. 

 

6. Young at Heart – A second piece of our new and improved after school curriculum is the 

Young at Heart program. Each week, senior volunteers go to our schools and share stories 

and experiences from their past with the younger generation.  

 

7. The Return of Bane – Ricardo Portillo, who we lovingly call “Bane,” attended Foshay 

Learning Center as a student for 13 years (kindergarten through senior year of high school). 

Now we’ve sent him back, as the Assistant Coordinator of Readers
Plus

, and the Foshay 

family couldn’t be happier. 

 

8. Readers Extravaganza! – Recently, all of our tutors, coordinators, and central staff got 

together to enjoy pizza and share curriculum ideas. The evening was a big success, with 

ideas from Mack, Foshay, and Science Center winning lesson plan contests. 

 

9. 32
nd

  Street and Vermont Pumpkin Party – Readers at32
nd

 Street and Vermont teamed up 

to throw the biggest pumpkin carving bash this side of the Mississippi. Students were able to 

dress up, make jack-o-lanterns, and meet their peers from across Hoover.  

 

10. Monsters at Mack – Readers got involved in Mack’s yearly Halloween Haunt, where they 

dressed up and participated in a carnival and haunted hallway. 

 

11. Door Decorating – If you stopped by the JEP house this October, you may have noticed a 

ghoul or two roaming the halls. But those weren’t ghosts, they were just doors! In the first 

ever JEP House door decorating contest, our very own Cesar Magdaleno and Vicki Ju took 

home first place, with the help of JEP PA’s Peter Routzahn, and Mollie McSherry as well as 

full time staff, Emma Rendón. 
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10 Memorable Moments from Fall 2012  
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1
st
 Annual JEP Door 

Decorating Contest!  

Little Yoginis at 

Mack Elementary  

Zillio Lesson Plan at 

Readers Extravaganza   



 

 

 

  

 32ND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinder to College   By: Kenneth Martin, 32
nd

 St. 

Assistant Coordinator  

The Kinder-to-College program began last year as 

a way to help kindergarten boys, providing them with 

positive male role models all the way from kindergarten to 

college. Many of these children have parents who work so 

often they almost never get to see them, let alone have the 

time to help from them with their classwork. The goal of 

this program is to make sure these kids start early with the 

help they need in reading or writing so they don’t have to 

play catch-up when they get to higher grade levels. The 

program consists of two parts: one-on-one tutoring in math 

or reading once a week with a USC student, and a program 

of educational, fun activities on certain Saturdays. 

I can already see, after just one year, how much of 

an impact Kinder-to-College has already made. Sebastian, 

a student who I tutor in reading, was a very shy, quiet 

person when he first arrived at the Saturday program. He 

needed a lot of help in reading and our one-on-one 

tutoring sessions consisted of simply learning the alphabet 

and basic sight words. Now, however, he’s reading books 

to me on his own and loving them. He’s also always 

hugging the other kids as soon as he shows up on 

Saturday. I’m happy to see how much of a difference just 

one year with this program has made; it is amazing to 

think how different Sebastian’s life will be his final year 

of high school from what it would have been without the 

help of Kinder-to-College. 
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Coordinator: 

Miles du Mosch  

Assistant:  

Kenneth Martin   

 

Hannah Orozco loves Wonder 
Kids 

Soha Kahn, Cody Cartier, Ezra Agabra, and 
Readers Kate Carpenter and Jackie Huerta in 
ASP.  

Wonder Kids By: Miles Du Mosch, 32
nd

 St. Coordinator  

“I like it because we get to learn new things!” This student reaction summarizes what is 

great about Wonder Kids. The Wonder Kids curriculum was created by the Readers 

Office last year, and consists of varying scientific topics that include one introduction 

lesson, two experiments and a guest speaker in the after school programs of Readers
Plus

. 

It allows kids in grades 1-3 to have early exposure to hard science topics on a very 

introductory level. Over these last two school years, students at 32
nd

 Street have taken to 

it extremely well. This year, we’ve added new topics such as Paleontology and 

Neuroscience, both of which the students reacted to with extreme interest. This early 

science education will surely benefit the kids in the long run of their education. 
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Meet Mr. Luis By: Karalee Ensign, Foshay tutor 

Every Monday and Wednesday I meet this 4’ 5”, always-grinning fourth-grader named 

Luis. The first day he says, “I am the luckiest cause my tutor is pretty.” In my head I 

think, “Oh man, this will be quite the semester.” As time has passed, I have watched Luis 

go from just feeding me little lines like, “I like your dress!” to asking me, “What are we 

learning today?” Luis is a timid reader despite his ladies’ man skills. However, that has 

not held him back from finishing writing his own Halloween story and reading three 

books aloud. When he struggles, he doesn't get frustrated, but he perseveres. I’ve never 

been more proud of a Foshay student. His work ethic, laugh, and personality are 

endearing. If you haven’t already, you need to at least shake hands with Luis. He’ll 

brighten your day with his big smile—and he may even hold the door for you! 

Superhero to be By: Lillian Zazueta, 

Foshay tutor 

During Halloween, Foshay 

Learning Center held an intimate costume 

parade which I, luckily, was able to watch 

before picking up my student, Christhofer, 

for our one-on-one session that day. He, 

like many of his school-mates, was dressed 

as a comic superhero, Spiderman. Among 

countless Batmen, Spidermen, and 

Supermen, Christhofer’s costume was one 

of the few which stood out due to its 

inclusion of very padded “muscles”. 

 As an outsider looking in to the 

world that is elementary school, I couldn't 

help but wonder if idealized, men in tights 

were skewing these children’s views of 

what “heroes” are or should be. 

 I was glad to learn that this is not 

the case after a conversation I had with a 

second grader, Anthony, who told me his 

idea of a hero was someone who helps and 

cares about people. Needless to say, I soon 

realized that these kids don't want to be 

super strong when they grow up. Anthony 

wants to be a policeman. Christopher, a 

Kindergartener, wants to be a fireman, and 

Luis, another Kindergartener, wants to be a 

surgeon; all are heroes in their own right. 

Coordinator: 

 Drew Matsuda  

Assistant:  

Ricardo Portillo  
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Christofer wants to be a 

surgeon when he grows up.    

Luis showing off his Trojan 

spirit.     

    Readers
Plus 

 director, Tina Koneazny, at Foshay 
ASP presenting a Little Yoginis lesson. 



 

 

 

JOHN W. MACK ELEMENTARY  

 

Lesson Plan By: Dimiana Sadd, Mack Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Yoginis has been a rewarding, 

relaxing yet fun addition to after school 

program this year! The 3
rd

 graders have 

been eager to learn about all of the fun 

poses, such as airplane and even difficult 

ones like pretzel. They have readily picked 

up the sun salutations almost immediately 

and every child fights to be the one who 

gets to lead a sun salutation at the beginning 

of each session. Besides the stretching, 

poses and breathing exercises, all of the 

morals and lessons that go along with each 

lesson plan truly got across to the children. I 

remember that when we read Rainbow Fish, 

the children could not stop sharing stories 

        Lesson Plan By: Karina Rhem, Mack tutor 

Since Christmas is coming up every kid in 

America can only focus on what presents they will 

receive and what cookies to buy Santa. This of 

course would make it hard to teach an enriching 

lesson. So I thought what better way but to make 

the lesson about Christmas. Now in my process of 

thinking, I remember Goosebumps and every kid’s 

obsession with the series. It gave me the idea to 

create a story with my student in which they make 

up alternate endings. The story would have one 

beginning, but after each page there would be a 

choice between two different paths that leads to 

different pages and situations. The lesson requires 

that I give my student, Jose, an example of my own 

creation to help his juices flow when writing his 

own story and to understand the structure. Then we 

will brainstorm his story and he then will write his 

own story. To make things interesting there has to 

be a minimum of 4 endings. The fun part is figuring 

out what comes next which is up to the creative 

imagination of the student. This could get wild, in a 

good way of course. Last but not least, to make this 

lesson 10x’s more interesting, when your student 

finishes creating their wonderful stories you could 

Coordinator:  

Diamiana Saad 

about their experience in sharing with 

others and how it made them feel great in 

the end. On top of that, many of the kids 

acknowledge the fact that they are more 

focused, awake and alert after completing 

each session of yoga. The best part of it all 

is  that although many kids initially 

believed yoga was an activity that could put 

you to sleep, they have quickly come to 

discover that it helps clear our minds, find 

our center and ultimately be more ready to 

take on any task that life throws at us! 

 

make an actual book with elaborate pictures 

to share with their friends! Talk about being 

the center of attention, their friends won’t be 

able to get enough.   

This is a great lesson since it deals 

directly with comprehension. As 

comprehension is a high valued power 

standard it is essential for students to have an 

understanding of all the qualities that go into 

creating a story or a plot line. In creating a 

story with alternative endings they can use 

multiple characteristics that directly relate to 

comprehension such as cause and effect, 

inferences, etc. In addition once the students 

see all the work and creativity that goes into 

creating a story they should have a better 

understanding and appreciation for the 

material they read in the future! 
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Wonder Kids 
curriculum allows 
students to get 
excited about 
science.   

Mack students in ASP. 



 

 

 

Norwood Elementary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the past four years at Norwood I have poured in countless hours and 

energy into the over 50 different kids I have grown to know and love through one-

on-ones and after school programming. I now watch my old 4th graders come in as 

8
th

 graders picking up their younger siblings and the old kindergartners now 

working on multiplication and division in 3
rd

 grade. I have seen our program grow 

and change, and I have grown along with it. The students at Norwood have taught 

me just as many lessons as I have hopefully taught them. They have challenged me 

with their life stories and goals. They have made me laugh with their theories 

about octopi and Michael Jackson in the treasure chest. I cannot imagine any other 

on-campus job meaning as much as being with Readers Plus has meant to me, and 

it is incredibly bittersweet to be reaching the point where I have to move on to new 

adventures. I am proud to say I am a Norwood Polar Bear! 

Saying Goodbye to Norwood By: Emily Brooke, Norwood Coordinator 

   

 

“Amateur Author” was a lesson plan packet I created because I wanted a project that spanned across an 
entire semester. It’s great to have a goal where your student learns three sight word lists, but I wanted a 
tangible goal that my student could come back to and, hopefully, be proud of. For reading students, what 
better goal is there than to write your own book? The various lesson plans in “Amateur Author” are in a 
specific order so the student can gradually gain the tools necessary to successfully write their own book. 
From the beginning of the semester to the end, the student will have learned and reviewed character, story 
structure, parts of speech, quotation marks, and more. Not only do they read a book almost every session, 
but they also get to use arts and crafts when creating and illustrating their own. The best part is proving to 
your student that they, too, can be an author! 

Amateur Author Club  By: Carly Woodworth, Norwood tutor 

 

As a USC junior and veteran at Norwood 

Elementary School, I have the unique privilege of 

knowing many students on campus. From running 

into students of mine from previous years to being 

greeted enthusiastically by classmates of these 

students, I have accumulated a huge friend base at 

Norwood. And it is this friendship we create with 

the students that I feel makes the JEP USC 

Readers
Plus

 program so special. The kids see us not 

only as tutors, but as mentors and friends too. We 

are not only there to teach them to punctuate their 

sentences properly and read more fluently, but to 

also instill in them a love for reading and math. 

This semester I was paired up with Lesther Quiroz, 

a second grade boy, who really seemed to dislike 

English. When he heard we would be working 

together once a week he told me he was happy to 

Veteran Reader Perspective By: Sequoia Tully, Norwood Assistant Coordinator  
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get out of class for an hour but not so excited 

about doing any English activities. I took it as 

a challenge. After learning he was interested in 

mysteries I created a detective/mystery lesson 

plan that involved solving English puzzles in 

hopes of recovering a hidden prize. All around 

campus I hid English clues which Lesther, as 

detective, had to uncover and solve to find my 

hidden treasure. I knew the lesson was 

intended to be fun, but at the end of our 

session I was still shocked when he turned to 

me as we walked back to his classroom and 

said, “Today was really fun, I liked English 

today.” I remember feeling so happy and 

accomplished. The entire day brightened for 

me and I realized how fulfilling my work is at 

Norwood.  

Coordinator: 

 Emily Brooke  

Assistant:  

Sequoia Tully  
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Spotlight Lesson: 

Introducing Haikus By: Samantha 

Hansen, Science Center  tutor  

 

The most influential lesson that I think 

that I have had this semester has to be the poetry 

lesson that I did with my fourth grader. We 

started off by doing an exercise on rhyming, 

thinking of as many words that rhymed with the 

four base words and then attempting to make 

phrases using only the words that rhyme. It was 

fun and interactive, and I know that Angel 

enjoyed it a lot. We then went on to learn about 

what a Haiku is and then made our own. When 

we were done, he colored the final page with the 

poem and a related picture. Angel loved doing 

something different other than reading and 

writing and poetry was a great lesson! 

 

Words from a New 

Reader By: Samantha Hansen, Science 

Center tutor 

 

Readers
Plus

 has made me grow so much 

as not only a tutor, but as a person, as 

well. I am more confident in myself and 

my ability to interact with others. Before 

coming into this semester, I always 

loved working with children and 

volunteered at local schools during the 

summers. Being able to be involved in a 

program such as Readers
Plus

 is such a 

blessing because I get to do what I love 

while knowing that I am making an 

impact on my students as well. It is truly 

a rewarding experience. 

Most Improved Student  

By: Lexine Cudjoe, Science Center tutor 

 When I first met Henry he was a very 

timid student who would give me only one 

word answers. Session after session I worked 

hard to break his shell and soon enough he felt 

comfortable enough to talk about anything. 

His one word answers soon turned into vivid 

descriptions of the stories that we read, his 

weekends, and his life dreams. Once I 

encouraged and reminded him of all the 

support he has at school and from the 

program, his confidence skyrocketed. 

Confidence is a crucial component for 

learners of any age and grade level. Henry is 

well on his way to being on the same level as 

his peers. I’m so proud of him!  
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Coordinator: 

Yeini Guardia  

 

Mack tutor, Lexine Cudjoe, with Henry Alvarez.  



 

 

 

 

Vermont Elementary 
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Coordinator: 

 Cesar 

Magdaleno   

Assistant:  

Vivian 

Brekenridge 

 

Our After School kids are pretty rambunctious (to say the least) but there are these 

occasional moments, these brief periods of time, when all is quiet and calm that they take my 

breath away. We were on the playground one day last week when I saw that some of the kids 

were quietly huddled squatting or sitting around a particular piece of cement near the picnic 

tables. It was rare to see this particular combination of children together—usually they are 

either fighting with or ignoring each other—so I walked over to see what they were up to. 

When I got close enough to see over their sitting heads I stopped, shocked at what I saw. 

Donte, Vivian, Ayshaun and several others had created the most breath-taking chalk painting 

of a flower. I say painting because they had filled in the outline of a flower sketched by 

Jheanelle (a tutor) by blending the colors as if they were paints, giving the petals shades and 

contours far beyond anything I’ve seen a child produce. And they were content! Each one of 

them seemed to be taking care of one part of the flower and quietly and purposefully 

beautifying with all the care they could give chalk and cement. I was speechless. And even 

though, 10 minutes later, the moment had passed and they were all running around like wild 

things, I wouldn’t easily forget their amazing creativity, brilliance or their enduring dedication 

to a common goal—even when they yell at each other or refuse to  stop giggling about the 

word “poo." 

ASP at Vermont By: Vivian Breckenridge, Vermont Assistant Coordinator 

  

 

Spotlight Student By: Edlin Velazquez, Vermont 
tutor 

When I first met Stella, she walked down the 

hallway smiling as if she knew that was the luckiest first 

grader. Much just like all the other kids I know. She 

carried so much joy inside her heart, but to some extent 

Stella was different. I realized that Stella was indeed a 

livewire of hyperactive exciting ideas. This is definitely 

something not to frown upon but it became very 

distracting when we would try to carry out our lesson 

plan. Stella couldn’t focus for too long and she became 

frustrated when we tried learning how to pronounce 

new words. I wondered if she still felt very lucky. I 

decided to switch up my lesson plans by allocating time 

for three different activities- each about 10 minutes 

long. I also made sure that all my activities were very 

tactile, even when reading. Over time Stella was 

improving. She was recalling information well, reading 

on her own, practicing how to pronounce words, and so 

much more without getting distracted. Up until present 

day she has been doing great and if anything, I feel like 

the lucky one. 

Spotlight Student, Stella, showing 
her art project  

 

Words from a  

Graduating 

Senior 

 

“Take 

advantage of 

your influence 

on these 

children 

because they 

look up to you 

and they 

value your 

time and 

input. You 

could literally 

be changing 

their lives by 

showing them 

that they are 

capable of 

excellence 

and growth.”- 
Annelisha 

Dixon, Vermont 

tutor 



 

 

Wonder Kids lesson on 
neuroscience. 

 

   

     WEEMES ELEMENTARY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students in the Weemes after-

school program really enjoyed our 

Paleontology week. Although they did not 

know too much about dinosaurs 

beforehand (one of them insisted that 

dinosaurs became extinct in 1969), they 

were eager to learn about it and were 

excited for their guest speaker and dino-

dig. The kids were entranced by the guest 

speaker, who brought in replicas of 

dinosaur teeth and eggs. They were on 

Wonder Kids at Weemes   By: Vicki Ju. Weemes Assistant Coordinator  

 

 

Spotlight Student  

By: Merry Henning, Weemes tutor 

 

Every Wednesday at 12:45, my week 

is brightened. From the minute I knock 

on his kindergarten classroom door to 

when he jumps up and down getting to 

pick his sticker out at the end of the 

lesson, Jesus is bursting with 

excitement. He is great at counting 

things (fingers, marbles, blocks, or 

anything else he can get his hands on), 

but struggles with number recognition. 

His favorite game is a number 

matching game, and each time he gets 

one right his face lights up with joy as 

he exclaims “I did it I did it!” As his 

confidence grows each week, his skills 

begin to improve as well. No matter 

the topic, though, Jesus is excited 

about learning and excited about life, 

and has been a joy to work with this 

semester. 

their very best behavior when the speaker 

brought out the real dinosaur fossil, and 

squirmed in their seats as they waited for their 

turn to touch it. Even the readers were excited 

to play with the jumbo dinosaur teeth and the 

replica of one of the smallest dinosaurs that 

ever existed. The students were just as excited 

for their dino-dig, scrambling to find as many 

dinosaur skeletons as possible. It was a great 

week for the Weemes after-school program!  
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Coordinator: 

 A’aron Heard   

Assistant:  

Vicki Ju  

 

ASP student at Weemes showing 
her Thanksgiving Turkey.  



 

 

 

 

 SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coreyon Childs 

By: Chantel Pontes, Weemes tutor 

Coreyon Childs is a bright and 

determined second grader that I have the 

pleasure of working with one-on-one. 

Since the first day I started tutoring 

Coreyon, I could tell he is a very friendly 

and open child who loves to engage in 

conversation. He has shared his love of 

art and reading with me, and enjoys 

combining the two any way we can 

during our session. When working with 

him, I can see how eager he is to learn 

and how dedicated he is to improving his 

literacy skills. He remembers and applies 

certain strategies we have worked on 

together while reading, which helps 

improve his fluency and comprehension 

skills. Coreyon is a student who has a 

bright future ahead of him, and I am 

grateful to have been able to help him get 

one step further in his academic career.  

 
Joshua Orona 

By: Jheanelle Garriques, Vermont tutor 

Coming in as an acclimated, 

veteran tutor this semester I felt prepared 

for anything that Vermont may throw me. 

Over the past year, I’d had the opportunity 

to interact with a myriad of students, all 

unique, intelligent, and engaging in their 

individuality. However, after having met 

Joshua this semester, I don’t know if I’ll 

ever be as inspired by a pupil in the same 

way. Joshua is curious, warm, and possibly 

one of the most courageous kids I’ve ever 

encountered. Despite being diagnosed with 

cancer in only the second grade, Joshua 

fearlessly accepts life and learning with 

open arms, being one of my most proactive 

and dynamic students to date. His love of 

math and reading may only be matched by 

his kindness and there’s nothing quite like 

his joy and pride in learning. Teaching 

Joshua this semester has been a truly 

memorable experience not for what I’ve 

taught him, but all he’s come to show me. 

Sayyid Agcoili By: Miles Du Mosch, 32
nd

 Street Coordinator  

Sayyid Agcaoili is a great role model at the 32
nd

 St. 

After School Program. During the homework hour, Sayyid 

remains dead silent as he works ferociously at finishing his 

homework—a task he almost always completes. During the 

break, Sayyid will take part in games, like soccer and 

handball while excelling at them. And when we do our 

activities at the end of the day, whether it is yoga, Wonder 

Kids, or something entirely new, Sayyid gives his full effort 

in the activity. He even takes part in the occasional rap battle 

with fellow students. His academic, athletic and creative 

abilities make him a true Renaissance student at 32
nd

 St.!  
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Sayyid Abcoili in ASP.  



 

 

 

 

 

At USC We Are Good Neighbors 

By: Esther Mojica, Graduate Coordinator 
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Founded in 1994, the USC Good Neighbors Campaign provides the opportunity for 

USC faculty and staff to become good “neighbors” by raising funds for outreach and 

education programs benefiting the neighborhoods surrounding the university’s campuses. 

This past October, USC President, C.L. Max Nikias, and first lady, Niki C. Nikias hosted 

their annual Leadership Circle Dinner at their home in San Marino, and this year I had the 

great honor of being a guest speaker at the event.  This was a great opportunity for me to 

reflect upon and share my own observations of the great impact that the Good Neighbors 

Campaign programs, such as USC Readers
Plus

, make not only to members of our local 

community, but also to our entire Trojan Family.  

Having been first a tutor, then an assistant coordinator and later program coordinator 

at Norwood, and now working as a Graduate Assistant to USC Readers
Plus

 has given me a 

wealth of new experiences, but more than that it has highlighted my passion for Education. 

This passion led me to pursue a Masters in Education after I finished my undergraduate 

degree last May. Through my experiences, I learned that I want to become an elementary 

school teacher for English learners, especially in an urban neighborhood. These students, like 

myself, want to succeed in the classroom but may lack background knowledge on how to 

achieve this success.  Through patience and perseverance from parents, teachers, and the 

community this population can have limitless opportunities.  

Partaking in this community program has been a blessing that has changed my life 

because it has given me something that can’t be learned in the classroom. As college students, 

this is the time in their lives that they are most energetic and feel they can conquer the world. 

Programs such as Readers
Plus

, give students the opportunity to motivate not only themselves, 

but also those around them. Here at USC we are located in the middle of a city that is filled 

with rich diversity, culture and language, and as students we need to have access to become 

part of this community to shape future generations and ourselves as tomorrow’s leaders.  

Thank you JEP for all that you’ve given me, I am forever grateful!  

 

Mrs. Niki C. Nikias, 

Esther Mojica, USC 

President C.L. Max 

Nikias, and Sr. VP, 

University relations, 

Thomas Sayles at the 

Good Neighbors 

Campaign Leadership 

Circle Dinner  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Share with Your Friends . . .  

Like working with children?  

 

Want to get involved in our neighborhood schools?  

 

Apply to be a USC Readers
Plus

 and become a Reading or Math 

Mentor.  Applications can be found online at 

www.dornsife.usc.edu/readersplus or at the JEP House.  

 

It’ll be the best job you ever had!  

 

Applications for Spring 2013 due Friday, January 25, 2013 by 5pm.  
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Fall 2012 New 

Readers  

 

Eleanor Abreo 

Green Ahn 

Imad Awan 

Lilly Ibarra 

Sherry Chan 

Rachelle Dondrea 

Pasha Fathi 

Jonathan Flamenco 

Angel Gonzalez 

Paige Handley 

Lilly Ibarra  

Samantha Hansen 

Jessica Hernaiz 

Amer Khan 

Kayliee Knudsen 

Esther Lim 

Kevin Lopez 

Liye Machon 

Jennifer Min 

Stephanie Moon 

Heather Moy 

Michael Morales 

Megan O’Neill 

Vivana Padilla 

Chantel Pontes 

Babar Rashid 

Jessica Roe 

Saroya Sandiford 

Theresa Tran 

Michael Villescas 

Inji Yoon 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dornsife.usc.edu/readersplus


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

USC Readers
Plus

 is an “America Reads/ America Counts” 

literacy and math tutoring program under the USC Dana and 

David Dornsife College of Letters, Arts, and Sciences.  

The program is administered by the Joint Educational Project and 

funded in part through the Good Neighbor’s Campaign. Our 

mentors work with seven of the “Family of Schools” surrounding 

USC. 
  

 

About Us . . .  

 

 

USC Readers
Plus

 

801 West 34
th

 St.  

Los Angeles, Ca 

90089-0471 
 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web!  

See us at: 

www.dornsife.usc.edu/

readersplus 

 

 

In 1997, President Clinton launched legislation that would provide additional 

work-study money to colleges and universities with the condition that a large 

portion of it go to one-on-one literacy programs for children grades K-6. The 

JEP version of America Reads was the first in the nation to begin working 

under these guidelines, launching in May 19, 1997. In May of 1999, America 

Counts was added to include math education and it was at this time that USC 

Readers program was changed to USC Readers
Plus

. 

 

 

http://www.dornsife.usc.edu/readersplus
http://www.dornsife.usc.edu/readersplus

