
JEP saw this as an opportunity 

to encourage university 

students to engage in 

meaningful work to increase 

literacy rates in the local 

community.  With support 

from the original “Family of 

Five” Schools, the College, the 

USC Financial Aid Office, and 

the University Neighborhood 

Outreach program, 

ReadersPlus became the first 

program in the nation to work 

under the new federal 

guidelines.  Ten years later, 

the program has helped 

hundreds of children increase 

their competency in reading 

and math (the latter since 

1999).  

 

In this commemorative 

edition of our newsletter, we 

celebrate our history and 

reflect on the impact of our 

programs.  In the pages that 

follow, we provide a pictorial 

history of the program and 

share the reflections of 

individuals who have made 

valuable contributions to 

JEP—and upon whom JEP has 

made a lasting impression.   

We hope you enjoy this trip 

through 35 years of history 

with our JEP family.  

On Friday, March 2, 2007, the 

Joint Educational Project (JEP) 

celebrated its 35th anniversary.  

Nearly 200 USC staff, faculty, 

students, and community 

members celebrated with JEP 

staff during an open house at 

the JEP House that afternoon.  

 

JEP first opened its doors in 

February of 1972 in the no-

longer-standing Bruce Hall, 

down the street from our 

current location at 801 W. 34th 

Street.  The program was the 

brainchild of Dr. Barbara Seaver 

Gardner, the then-director of the 

USC  Office of Urban Affairs.  

Gardner envisioned JEP as a 

way to connect campus and 

community resources and to 

bridge the gap that often 

separated “town” from “gown.”  

For more than 35 years, JEP has 

sustained Gardner’s original 

mission, partnering with 

schools, social service agencies, 

and governmental 

organizations to find mutually 

beneficial, community-based 

projects for service-learning 

students. 

 

While JEP turned 35 this year, 

one of our signature programs, 

USC ReadersPlus, will celebrate 

its 10th anniversary this 

spring.     

 

In 1996, President Clinton 

launched the “America Reads 

Challenge” with the goal of 

ensuring that all children are 

able to read.  Part of this 

initiative included an 

expansion of the federal work-

study program, with new 

provisions to allow colleges 

and universities to support 

college students who work off 

campus in one-on-one literacy 

programs for children in 

kindergarten-6th grade. 
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The Joint Educational Project 

1972-1981 
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The Joint Educational Project 

1982-1991 
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The Joint Educational Project 

1992-2001 
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The Joint Educational Project 

2002-2007 
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Images from our  
35th Anniversary Celebration 

JEP’s Office Technology Coordinator, Jameson Yu, with Avo Babian, JEP Program 
Assistant (1999-2000), and Ronniee-Marie Ruggiero, former ReadersPlus Coordinator  
at Foshay Learning Center and current Director of the AVID program at Foshay.  

Dick Cone provided leadership at JEP for more than 25 years.  He 
served as JEP’s Director from 1980 until his retirement in 2002. 

Three “generations” of graduate student coordinators: Sally Raskoff (1990-94), 
Susan Harris (1994-2001, currently serving as JEP’s Director of Academic      
Development) and Alice White (2005). 

Jackie Mitchell, JEP’s Office Manager, with Angelina 
Arrington, JEP Program Assistant (1992-94).  

ReadersPlus  Math 
Mentor, Anthony 
Bautista, and JEP 
Volunteer, Zach 
Travnitz, enjoy the 
buffet. 

March 2, 2007 
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Page 7 Guests signed a framed picture of Barbara Seaver Gardner, JEP’s 
founder and director from 1972-1980.  She retired from USC in 1990. 

JEP’s Coordinator of Community Programs, Brenda Pesante 
(center), with former JEP Program Assistants, Allie Fairchild, Sara 
Lopez, Danielle Harrison, and Niraj Mehta. 

Beverly Allen, Melissa Barnwell Scott, and Barbara Sayad.  Beverly 
and Barbara worked at JEP in the 1970s and ‘80s.  Melissa, Bev-
erly’s daughter, works for the Office of Public Service in the USC 
Gould School of Law. 

Nearly 200 
guests 
attended the 
reception on 
March 2nd. 

Kara Lemma and Poorni Otilingam, JEP’s Service-learning Liaisons, 
with Jacqueline Whitley, JEP’s Special Projects Coordinator. 

Reverend Cecil “Chip” Murray, who holds the Tanzy Chair in 
Christian Ethics in the Department of Religion, with Tammy 
Anderson, JEP’s Executive Director. 
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USC ReadersPlus 
Celebrating 10 Years of Reading and Math 

 

“What makes USC 

ReadersPlus special is 

that all participants 

benefit. The children 

benefit more than just 

by improving their 

literacy level. They also 

gain self-esteem from 

the [tutors] emotional 

support. The [tutors] 

benefit not only 

through the salary 

(which helps pay for 

school), but also 

through the 

interpersonal 

interaction with their 

students. Even more, 

the program improves 

the community in 

which these inner-city 

children live.”  
 

- Raymund Gargantiel 

These opening remarks are 

from Raymund Gargantiel, 

a USC student who spent 

two years with our program 

assisting young learners in 

our USC community. 

College students like 

Raymund have been 

afforded this unique 

opportunity for the past ten 

years.  Since May of 1997, 

the USC Readers program 

has provided tutorial 

assistance in reading to 

hundreds of children in the 

university’s original Family 

of Five School classrooms 

while bringing meaningful 

work opportunities for 

work-study students at 

USC.  The program has 

implemented the twin 

objectives of former 

President Clinton’s America 

Reads program—bringing 

additional funding to higher 

education and promoting 

education in communities. 

In 1999, federal work-study 

guidelines were extended 

to offer math education in 

grades K-9 in addition to 

the K-6 literacy focus.  USC 

Readers incorporated this 

math component into the 

established program 

targeting the Family of Five 

schools and renamed itself 

“USC ReadersPlus”.  

 

From its inception, the USC 

ReadersPlus program has 

placed 75-100 trained 

work-study students each 

semester into the five 

schools—Foshay Learning 

Center, Vermont Avenue 

School, Norwood Street 

Elementary, Lenicia B. 

Weemes Elementary 

School, and the 32nd 

Street/USC Visual and 



Page 9 
T
h
e
 J

o
in

t 
Ed

u
c
a
ti

o
n
a
l 
P
ro

je
c
t 

V
o
lu

m
e
 3

, I
s
s
u
e
 2

   
   

   
 

Project (faculty, staff, 

graduate student, and 

alumni volunteers), as well 

as a small number of non-

work-study students paid 

through outside grants.  

 

Within each of our partner 

schools, emphasis is 

placed upon targeting 

those students who are 

defined as “third quartile 

students” (also known as 

“strategic” students). 

These are students who 

read or perform math skills 

below the classroom 

average but who are not 

the lowest-achieving 

students.  It is this 

population of students that 

we feel can gain the most 

academic growth with the 

individualized attention 

provided by our 

undergraduate students. 

School administrators 

agree that this strategy 

allows teachers and 

resource people more time 

to focus on the fourth-

quartile students, many of 

whom may suffer from mild 

to serious learning 

disabilities or language 

challenges. 

 

The continued success of 

our program is much to the 

credit of the students that 

join our ranks.  At each of 

our five schools, between 

15–20 reading and math 

mentors are placed and 

are supervised by an on-

site undergraduate student 

coordinator.  These site 

coordinators are the 

unsung heroes of the 

program as they spend up 

to 20 hours per week at 

the schools, integrating 

themselves into the fabric 

of the schools.  They work 

with teachers in identifying 

students in need of reading 

or math assistance, and 

create regular tutoring 

schedules for the tutors 

assigned to them.  It is 

through their leadership 

and direction that the 

program remains of the 

highest quality.  

Performing Arts Magnet. 

The program has been 

deemed by principals of 

local schools as “the best 

USC program in the 

community.”  In its ten 

years, the USC ReadersPlus 

program has provided a 

total of nearly 240,000 

hours of individualized 

academic assistance in 

reading and math to 

approximately 800-1000 

students in our 

neighborhood schools.  In 

addition to the paid work-

study students, the 

program has also made 

use of volunteer students 

participating through the 

Joint Educational Project, 

and the USC Literacy 

ReadersPlus Staff, Spring 2007 (and 2018 & 2020?). 
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m
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CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity    
The community serves as an invaluable 
educational resource to USC service-learning 
students, volunteers and work-study students.  
Community schools and agencies benefit from 
the donated time and talents of USC students. 

FacultyFacultyFacultyFaculty    
Faculty who participate in JEP offer their students 
the opportunity to deepen their understanding of 
course material through service-learning 
experiences in the community.  JEP handles the 
sizeable logistical and administrative tasks 
associated with service-learning to enable large 
numbers of faculty (and students) to participate 
in the program. 

Graduate StudentsGraduate StudentsGraduate StudentsGraduate Students    
Graduate students assist JEP in a variety of ways, 
ranging from developing curricula to conducting 
research to directing service-learning programs.  
In the process, they acquire teaching and 
program administration skills they might not 
otherwise gain through their graduate programs. 

JEP founder Barbara Gardner described JEP as a “resource sharing partnership.”  
Who belongs to this partnership, and what does each partner 

contribute to and gain from the partnership? 

StaffStaffStaffStaff    
The JEP staff is made up of six full-time staff 
members.  Together, we have more than 100 
years of service to JEP, USC and the local 
community! 

Ph
ili
p 
Ch
an
ni
ng
 

(Not pictured: Tina Koneazny) 
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Undergraduate ServiceUndergraduate ServiceUndergraduate ServiceUndergraduate Service----learning Studentslearning Studentslearning Studentslearning Students    
Service-learning students enrolled in JEP have the 
opportunity to apply concepts and theories in a “real 
world” environment.  Many have the opportunity to teach 
for the first time while others gain experience working with 
non-profit agencies and local schools.  JEP students report 
an increased awareness about diversity and community 
issues and a stronger connection to course material. 

JEP Program Assistants JEP Program Assistants JEP Program Assistants JEP Program Assistants     
Undergraduate Program Assistants (PAs) play a 
central role in administering the JEP program by 
training, monitoring and evaluating the service-
learning students.  PAs learn teamwork, 
management and leadership skills in what many 
consider to be one of the best jobs on campus.     

JEP founder Barbara Gardner described JEP as a “resource sharing partnership.”   
Who belongs to this partnership, and what does each partner  

contribute to and gain from the partnership?  

WorkWorkWorkWork----study Studentsstudy Studentsstudy Studentsstudy Students    
Each semester, up to 100 work-study students in JEP’s 
ReadersPlus program provide tutorial assistance in reading and 
math to children in five of the USC “Family of Schools.”  On-site 
coordination of the program is provided by five undergraduate 
Site Coordinators and their assistants.  For many “Readers” 
and “Math Mentors,” the job is more than a way to make 
money while in college; it’s the beginning of a career in 
education. 

time staff 
members.  Together, we have more than 100 
years of service to JEP, USC and the local 



The USC Readers program had a major impact in choosing what I 
majored [in] at USC.  Working with kids everyday and watching 
them learn and grow motivated me to become a teacher.  Before 
I arrived at USC, I was not sure what career path I would take.  
Thanks to the USC Readers program, I was able to decide what I 
wanted to do in life, and that was teaching.  The program gave 
me the experience I needed working with kids.  I worked with the 
program for four years at Vermont Ave Elementary; and now I 
work there as a teacher.  I could not have left Vermont when I 
graduated because I had established a sense of community with 
the staff and the students.  I hope the USC Readers program 
continues for a long time because it not only has a big impact on 
the Readers’ lives, but as well as on the lives of the children. 

Alberto Rivera  
Former USC Reader and 

current 2nd grade teacher 
Vermont Elementary School 

The highlight of my college career was the three years I spent as an 
undergraduate at the Joint Educational Project (JEP).  Facilitating the 
connections USC students created with the community was one of the 
many unique opportunities I had as a Program Assistant and 
Coordinator.  JEP made me a firm believer that in order to cultivate 
socially responsible and thoughtful citizens, an educational institution 
must fully support and sustain the partnerships formed between 
students, faculty, administrators, and communities. 
 
My experiences at JEP constantly inform my work as Director of 
Community Service/Service-Learning at Oakwood School.  My students 
are beginning to recognize and discuss issues of civic engagement, 
diversity, and equity.  By starting these conversations in the middle and 
high school levels, my hope is these students will continue developing 
informed perspectives as community members.  I have consciously 
chosen a career with youth-focused nonprofits because they offer the 
challenging and meaningful opportunities to work with young people 
within a local/global context that is constantly changing. 

“What JEP means to me”“What JEP means to me”“What JEP means to me”“What JEP means to me”    

JEP has benefited tremendously from the hundreds of talented individuals who have 

worked with or for our program.  We asked some of our current and former USC 

students, current and former student coordinators, faculty, community members and 

children to reflect on what JEP means to them.  Here is what they had to say. 

Dyanne Cano 
Former JEP student and  

Program Assistant Coordinator 
Director of Community  

Service/Service-learning 
Oakwood School 

North Hollywood, CA 
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As an incoming, undeclared freshmen from the opposite coast, I had 
almost no idea what I wanted out of my college experience. Settling in 
to classes, my dorm, and a new group of friends, I was eager to 
become involved but unsure how to begin. 
 
I'll never forget the first Program Assistant who made a presentation 
about JEP in my Classical Mythology class. How great, I thought, to earn 
extra credit by spending time with kids! Little did I know how much my 
experience in that first classroom - and the many classrooms that 
followed - would impact me and my outlook on the relevant social 
issues in my own community, most of which I had never considered.  
Through the self-reflection component of the JEP program, I became 
aware of some of my own prejudices that I have since broken down. I 
also chose a sociology minor to become more informed about my 
society and the social issues we face. 
 
I now consider myself a better, more socially aware citizen, and I know 
many other USC students who could give the same thanks to JEP. I 
even became a program assistant myself, first for the Classics 
department, and later for the French program, my goal being to help 
other USC students garner the same personal rewards and realizations 
that I experienced by participating in the program. 
 
So much of what I love most about this university I found at JEP. My 
complete support of JEP's mission and my attachment to the friends I 
have made here will make it very difficult to leave after graduation this 
spring. 

Landis Jacques 
JEP student and  

Program Assistant 
USC, Class of 2007 

“What JEP means to 
me” 

Page 13 

Jose Hernandez 
1st grader 
John Mack  

Elementary School 
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Little did I know how much my life goals would alter after the hot and dry Southern California day I walked 
into the JEP house looking for volunteering opportunities.  Three days later I was hired as an Economics/
Math PA and on the road to Big Bear Mountain for training.  The work I did and the people I met 
connected directly to my core values and opened my world to new career opportunities.   
 
I came into USC as an econ/business major and after one semester at JEP, my major switched to 
education.  It was amazing to see and create learning opportunities for kindergartners up to college 
seniors.  But combining those learning opportunities with service opportunities made a major impact on 
my classmates and exposed them to whole new worlds both professionally and personally.  I was really 
excited to help facilitate the internal process that increases tolerance.  And I was honored to become 
JEP's Program Assistant Coordinator. 
 
After my JEP experience, I created an after-school program at 32nd St Magnet School that still runs 
today.  The same JEP philosophy was at the core of the program.  That led to a vision I had to create my 
own after-school program to help high school kids get into college. 
 
I attended Harvard's Graduate School of Education to help me plan my program and taught math while I 
opened Emagine (www.emagine.us) in the Boston Public Schools for four years.  Service-learning was a 
cornerstone of our summer programs.  We were blessed to be surrounded by great people and received 
national recognition for our results. 
 
I have recently been hired to design and run a high school with the Noble Network of Charter Schools.  
Our HS campus will be located on the University of Illinois at Chicago medical campus.  The school will 
open up in 2008. 
 
If I did not have the opportunity to work at JEP, I wouldn't have had the courage to follow my heart and 
find a career that gets me up early and makes it hard for me to stop at the end of the day.  Meeting the 
wonderful people at the JEP House exposed me to smart people doing good things for the world.  It's hard 
to find people like that but once I did, they made a lasting impact on a life I am now grateful for it 
everyday. 

Oliver Sicat 
Former JEP Program Assistant and PA Coordinator 
Noble Network of Charter Schools 
Chicago, Illinois 

“What JEP means 
to me” 

Thomas Whitehead 
1st grader 
John Mack  

Elementary School 
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I knew I wanted to be a teacher when I attended USC--I'd known since I 
was in grade school.  I came to 'SC expecting to learn how to be a terrific 
music teacher.  So when the opportunity to tutor children in the 
neighborhood schools came up, I jumped on it.   
 
My experience with USC Readers drastically changed my perspective of 
the teaching profession.  Not only did it open my eyes to the realities--
both the rewards and challenges--of teaching in an urban setting, but it 
gave me the chance to refine my definition of the teacher that I wanted 
to be.  In the program, I developed patience, persistence, and how to 
enjoy the little successes of my students, in addition to honing my 
budding teaching strategies.  When I became site coordinator, I also 
earned the chance to develop my leadership, management, and 
program development skills. 
 
Working with struggling students also opened my eyes to an entirely new 
field of teaching---special education.  My USC Readers tutoring 
experience prepared me for pursuing a graduate degree in special 
education, which I would never have considered without learning how 
vital the need for qualified special education teachers was. 
 
I've come a long way since my freshman year at USC Readers.  I am now 
a highly qualified special education teacher working with preschool 
students with mental retardation, cerebral palsy, autism, and speech 
and language disorders.  I honestly can't say that I would be where I am 
today without my USC Readers experience.  Thanks USC Readers, and 
thanks JEP! 

Kristen (Gattian) Torres 
Former JEP Reader and 

Site Coordinator  
Special Education 

teacher in 
San Diego, CA 

“What JEP means to me” 

Rosary Morales (left) 
Alexus Speith (above) 

1st graders 
John Mack Elementary School 



Page 16 
T
h
e
 J

o
in

t 
Ed

u
c
a
ti

o
n
a
l 
P
ro

je
c
t 

V
o
lu

m
e
 3

, I
s
s
u
e
 2

   
   

   
 

Mrs. Marion Ben-Rahmoun, MA 
Second Grade Teacher 

Bright Elementary School 
Arts Cadre Chair 

1771 West 36th Street 

Being a part of USC ReadersPlus has impacted my views on 

community involvement and the importance of education. I 

now realize the importance of policy planning on education 

and community development, and I have recognized that 

education policies is a new interest of mine and may become 

a future goal after graduation. 

Over the last eight years my second grade students at Bright 
Elementary have had the pleasure of working with students from the 
University of Southern California’s Joint Educational Project (JEP).  This 
educational exchange has allowed both second grade and the 
university level students the chance to explore various curriculum 
topics such as health issues, science (geology, weather, and ecology), 
language arts, mathematics, and culture for eight weeks.   
 
Seeing the expressive faces of every student as they explore education 
has been quite rewarding. The JEP Program has given numerous young 
elementary students a closer and more personal opportunity to work 
with and understand the importance of a higher education.  More 
importantly, it has been wonderful to see the results of students 
cheerfully bonding with JEP leaders, and eagerly waiting to stretch their 
creative imaginations as they work on well planned projects.  Every 
year, without hesitation, when the time comes to say goodbye, it has 
been difficult for students to say farewell, because of friendships they 
developed.  
 
As a mentor to JEP students, each educational experience has been 
wonderful.  I, too, have learned new techniques, terminology, and have 
gained a myriad of cultural experiences via working with the best of the 
best.  

“What JEP means to me” 

Clatrina Cooper 
Current USC Reader 

Matty Terriquez 
1st grade 

John Mack  
Elementary School 



Page 17 I met Barbara Gardner in 1975 or 1976.  I was a new assistant 
professor and Barbara headed a relatively new program called the 
Joint Educational Project, which connected USC professors and their 
students with neighborhood schools and institutions.  Chatting with 
Barbara was inspirational.  Within a short time, my students were 
teaching mini-courses at Manual Arts High School and I was 
researching and writing about experiential education. 
 
Some twenty-five years later, I turned to Barbara’s superb successor, 
Dick Cone, to help me think through and devise a service-learning 
experiment for a large, introductory Political Science course.  All of 
my 125 students had to “do politics” and use their experience to 
test the usefulness of two competing democratic theories.  JEP (and 
the Unruh Institute) helped set up a sufficient number of 
opportunities for my students to “do politics.”  My graduate TAs and I 
wrote up the results of the experiment for a textbook publisher that 
distributed our pamphlet to Political Science instructors across the 
nation. 
 
I was delighted when I learned that Tammara Seabrook Anderson 
was chosen as Dick Cone’s successor.  With Tammy’s many talents, 
this now-venerable institution—JEP—will continue to provide unique 
opportunities for our students and valuable contributions to our 
community. 

Mark Kann 
Professor, Department of  

Political Science 
USC Associates Professor in 

Social Science 

As a JEP Service-Learning Liaison this year, my primary 
responsibilities were to work with JEP’s Director of 
Academic Development to design the service-learning 
curriculum for several undergraduate courses at USC 
that participate in JEP; to meet with Program Assistants 
regularly and when questions arise about their 
students’ responses to the reflection assignments; to 
conduct ongoing trainings for the Program Assistants 
on topics such as the service-learning developmental 
trajectory, an introduction to different grading styles, 
etc; and to collaborate on service-learning related 
research projects. 
 
I am a graduate student at USC with various threads of 
academic passion in research, service, and teaching.  
The philosophy of service-learning has been the needle 
that has consistently woven these threads together for 
me for as long as I can remember, so working at JEP 
was a natural extension of my interests.  Specifically, 
my experience at JEP this year allowed me to better 
appreciate the pedagogical aspect of service-learning 
while simultaneously being involved in various research 
projects concentrated on student outcomes related to 
service-learning. 

Poorni Otilingam 
JEP Service-learning Liaison, 2006-07 

Clinical-Aging Doctoral Student  
Department of Psychology 
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Other JEP NewsOther JEP NewsOther JEP NewsOther JEP News    

JEP Receives 25K GiftJEP Receives 25K GiftJEP Receives 25K GiftJEP Receives 25K Gift    

Philanthropists Mitchell and Deena Lew bestowed upon JEP a gift of $25,585.13.  
The Lews both graduated from USC and both participated in the JEP program, 
Mitchell as a mentor and Deena as a member of an Anthropology “mini-course” 
team.  The funds from the Lews will be used for staff support.   We are grateful to 
the Lews for their on-going support of the JEP program. 

The Science Education CollaborativeThe Science Education CollaborativeThe Science Education CollaborativeThe Science Education Collaborative    
 

In August of 2003, JEP, the Education Office at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), along with the 
Departments of Earth Sciences, Engineering, the Sea Grant Program, and the Southern California Earthquake 
Center came together to form the USC/JPL Science Education Collaborative. The goal of this Collaborative is to 
address the expressed need by local school administrators to increase the amount of time and attention given to 
science education, and to enhance science teaching effectiveness at the USC Family of Schools.    
 
The Collaborative has offered professional development workshops in a couple of different formats. Initially, 
teachers for each of the partner schools were invited to a two-day workshop—one day here at USC and the 
second day at JPL—to gain new ideas for engaging, hands-on science lessons that will get classroom students 
excited about and knowledgeable in the sciences. Since that time, the members of the Collaborative have taken 
their science expertise “on the road,” offering workshops for its partner schools during weekly district-mandated 
professional development time. On April 25 and 26, the Science Education Collaborative will be offering yet 
another two-day workshop on the campus of USC and JPL, inviting selected teachers to become science leaders 
at their schools, taking back and sharing new science curriculum and activity ideas with the rest of the staff at 
each of their schools.   
 
The Science Education Collaborative is coordinated by Sarvy Aliabadi, a doctoral student in the Rossier School of 
Education, who has classroom teaching experience in the sciences, with the assistance of Tina Koneazny, 
director of USC ReadersPlus at JEP. However, the success of our science efforts is securely placed in the hands of 
our Collaborative members, all who come to us with a variety of science experience and expertise. Each 
individual is either a full-time staff or faculty member, all of whom willingly carve out additional time from their 
regular campus schedules to help support our local teachers in turning our neighborhood children on to the 
wonders of science.  The members of the Science Education Collaborative include: 
 
Mark BenthienMark BenthienMark BenthienMark Benthien, Associate Director for Communication, Education, and Outreach at the Southern California 
Earthquake Center. Mark’s area of expertise is in    public outreach, knowledge transfer, community development, 
and media relations.  Robert DeGrootRobert DeGrootRobert DeGrootRobert DeGroot, Program Director in Earth Sciences. Bob is also the K-12 Education 
Program Manager at the Southern California Earthquake Center, with his areas of expertise in science education, 
chemistry, geology and social science as well as secondary education and informal/museum education.  BarbaraBarbaraBarbaraBarbara    
GrubbGrubbGrubbGrubb, Director of Instructional Laboratories in the Department of Earth Sciences at USC. Barbara is a member of 
the number one earth sciences department in the nation in terms of research funding through the Earth Sciences 
Division of the National Science Foundation. In addition, she has shown a commitment to emphasizing both 
educational and research programs in the Earth Sciences.  Larry LimLarry LimLarry LimLarry Lim, Director of Pre-College Programs, MESA 
(Mathematics, Engineering, and Science Achievement) at USC’s Viterbi School of Engineering. MESA is a 
statewide program offering middle school and high school students an eclectic group of competitions, events, 
enrichment programs, meetings, workshops, and trips to corporate partners. MESA also provides professional 
development and training for teachers.  Lynn WhitleyLynn WhitleyLynn WhitleyLynn Whitley, Education Program Coordinator at the USC’s Sea Grant 
Program. Lynn has been involved with education and teaching in a wide variety of areas since 1971. As 
Education Program Coordinator she develops, implements and coordinates a range of educational programs 
focusing on both students and teachers.  Parvin KessaieParvin KessaieParvin KessaieParvin Kessaie, Manager of the Education Office at JPL (and former JEP 
full-time staff member). The Education Office at JPL provides unique educational tools to link NASA content to 
national and regional educational standards. In addition, this office works directly with educational content 
developers to ensure that their products are accurate, meet standards, and are classroom appropriate.  David David David David 
SeidelSeidelSeidelSeidel, Pre-College Manager in the Education Office at JPL. In the office of K-12 Education at JPL, the goal is to 
inspire the next generation of explorers by supporting educators and involving students in ongoing discovery. 



Page 19 JEP Program Assistants 
 & Courses: Spring 2007 

Program     
Assistant Professor Course   

Program     
Assistant Professor Course 

David Anderson — Van driver  Billy Lundergan — THV 

Lynsey Barkoff — Volunteers  Briana Mitchell Rosen EASC 150 

Monica Bennett Vierma SPAN 220   Paterson GEOL 105 

 Paus SPAN 315   Berelson GEOL 107 

Kaelin Burns Musick SOCI 169   Davis GEOL 108 

Kamara Colson  Garrett IR 101  Marta Monroe Ransford SOCI 142 

(Peace Games) Alker IR 212   Sternheimer SOCI 305 

 English IR 305   Sternheimer SOCI 350 

 Becker IR 318   Sternheimer SOCI 351 

 Bender IR 367  Jennifer Neal Raney EXSC 202 

 Doces IR 325   Raney EXSC 203 

 James IR 344   Girandola EXSC 205 

 English IR 346  Ashley Oaks — 
Placement 
Coordinator 

 Manning IR 381  Michelle O’Meara Novak MATH 118 

 Bender IR 383   Proskurowski MATH 125 

 Odell IR 405  Adeola Olagunju — Research Asst. 

 Glass IR 443  Poorni Otilingam Salcido SOWK 400 

 Gómez-Barris SOCI 499  Lindsay Palmer Biblarz SOCI 169 

 Burgess EDHP 585  (Peace Games) Alker IR 212 

 Galvin EDHP 585   English IR 305 

Angela Esquivel Finegan LING 115   Becker IR 318 

 Gilmore GEOG 100   Bender IR 367 

Gina Goodhill Rosen EASC 150   Doces IR 325 

 Koletty ENST 100   James IR 344 

 Gilmore GEOG 100   English IR 346 

 Mc Kenzie GEOG 257   Manning IR 381 

Candice Grey Emeka SOCI 142   Bender IR 383 

 Kaplan SOCI 142   Odell IR 405 

Gigi Hewison Biblarz SOCI 169   Glass IR 443 

Lori Itagaki Mitchell PSYC 200  Jordan Scott Yamashita ANTH 200 

Landis Jaques Mousli FREN 250   Rosen EASC 150 

 Showrai FREN 250  Neda Shafai Lape CLAS 150 

 Keaveney FREN 300   Richter CLAS 280 

 Mihram FREN 330   Madigan PSYC 100 

 Kamuf FREN 352   Renken PSYC 100 

 Bennett FREN 385   Brownstein PSYC 355 
Elina Khodork-
ovsky Deverell HIST 200  Marisol Siegel Vierma SPAN 220 

 Seip HIST 200  Melanie Spierer Freeman ARLT 100 

Kelsey Kopro Bakus BISC 102   Rosen EASC 150 

 Shugarman BISC 150   Bender ENGL 405 

Veronica Lazalde Messner SOCI 150   Bendall ENGL 406 

Kara Lemma Tongson SWMS 210   Bender ENGL 490 

Raquel Lucente Sammis GEOL 240  Elana Zarotsky Musick SOCI 169 

Daniel Cousineau — 
Program Asst. 
Coordinator  Justin Rice Garrett IR 101 

> SpringSpringSpringSpring----Summer 2007: Summer 2007: Summer 2007: Summer 2007: “Planning with 
Prof” process.  Talk with JEP staff 
about your intentions for the fall.   
Planning in advance helps us make 
staffing decisions and allows for any 

special arrangements for your course.    

> September  7: September  7: September  7: September  7: Deadline for students to 
sign up for JEP and to apply for USC 

ReadersPlus work-study positions. 

> October 1: October 1: October 1: October 1: JEP assignments begin.  
Most assignments are eight weeks 

long. 

> October 29October 29October 29October 29----November 2: November 2: November 2: November 2: “Second 

Training” for JEP students. 

> NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember----December: December: December: December: “Planning with 

Prof” process for Spring 2008. 

> December 14: December 14: December 14: December 14:  Deadline to deliver 
evaluations to professors. 

Planning Calendar: Fall 2007 

Sarvy Aliabadi, Science Education Coordinator 

Jomeline Balatayo, AMF Pen Pal Project Coordinator     

Lauren Carter, Math Coordinator 

Alisa Cohen, Foshay Coordinator  

Alexi Coppinger, 32nd Street Assistant Coordinator  

Elyse Derian, Central Coordinator 

Cristina Garcia, Program Evaluator 

Yesenia Guerra, Weemes Co-coordinator  

Barbara Leung, Weemes Co-coordinator  

Casey McAlduff, Norwood Assistant Coordinator  

Marisela Mendez, Vermont Assistant Coordinator  

Lauren Middleton, Foshay Assistant Coordinator  

Maureen Osborne, Vermont Coordinator  

Chelsey Rask, Norwood Coordinator  

Jordan Rice, 32nd Street Coordinator  

Ilka Turcios, Weemes Co-coordinator  

Danielle Schutz, Office Assistant 

ReadersPlus   
Student Staff:  
Spring 2007 



JEP House 

University of Southern California 

801 West 34th Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90089-0471 

Phone: 213-740-1837 

Fax: 213-740-1825 

e-mail: jephouse@usc.edu 

www.usc.edu/jep 
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About the Joint Educational ProjectAbout the Joint Educational ProjectAbout the Joint Educational ProjectAbout the Joint Educational Project    

 

The Joint Educational Project (JEP) is one of the oldest and largest 

service-learning programs in the United States.  JEP is based in USC’s 

College of Letters, Arts and Sciences and works with faculty across the 

University.  The program is designed to connect academic courses with 

schools and community-based organizations in order to provide students 

with out-of-classroom experiences that complement and enrich what they 

are learning in the classroom while simultaneously providing a valued 

service to the community.  Each year, JEP partners with approximately 50 

schools and agencies and places nearly 2500 students in the 

neighborhood as mentors, “mini-course” instructors, translators, research 

assistants, teaching assistants, and aides to other helping professionals.   

 

For more information about the services available through JEP, please 

contact our staff or visit our website (www.usc.edu/jep). 

JEP FullJEP FullJEP FullJEP Full----time Stafftime Stafftime Stafftime Staff    

Tammara Anderson, Executive DirectorTammara Anderson, Executive DirectorTammara Anderson, Executive DirectorTammara Anderson, Executive Director    

213-740-1824 

tanderso@usc.edu 

Susan Harris, Director of Academic DevelopmentSusan Harris, Director of Academic DevelopmentSusan Harris, Director of Academic DevelopmentSusan Harris, Director of Academic Development    

213-740-1830 

scharris@usc.edu 

Tina Koneazny, ReadersTina Koneazny, ReadersTina Koneazny, ReadersTina Koneazny, ReadersPlusPlusPlusPlus Program Director Program Director Program Director Program Director    

213-740-1834 

koneazny@usc.edu 

Jacqueline Mitchell, Office ManagerJacqueline Mitchell, Office ManagerJacqueline Mitchell, Office ManagerJacqueline Mitchell, Office Manager    

213-740-1827 

jjm@usc.edu 

Brenda Pesante, Director of Community Partner-Brenda Pesante, Director of Community Partner-Brenda Pesante, Director of Community Partner-Brenda Pesante, Director of Community Partner-

shipsshipsshipsships    

213-740-1836 

pesante@usc.edu 

Jameson Yu, Office Technology CoordinatorJameson Yu, Office Technology CoordinatorJameson Yu, Office Technology CoordinatorJameson Yu, Office Technology Coordinator    

jamesony@usc.edu 

213-740-1828 


