
GEODESIGN
An interdisciplinary major that brings together science, policy, and landscape architecture, 
Geodesign challenges students to use spatial information set in the context of the built 
environment and policy. Using design and location-based data, students develop skills 
that connect place, space, and time to foster collaboration, build consensus, reach 
decisions, and take actions that create resilient and healthy environments.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (BS) GENERAL OVERVIEW
Fourteen required courses:

	• Principles of Microeconomics

	• Foundations of Statistics

	• Statistics for Spatial Sciences

	• Principles of Geodesign

	• Visualizing and Experiencing the Built Environment

	• Principles of Spatial Design I

	• Principles of Spatial Design II

	• Urban Planning and Development

	• History of Planning and Development 

	• Designing Livable Communities

	• Maps and Spatial Reasoning

	• Geographic Information Science: Spatial Analytics

	• Geographic Information Science: Geospatial 
Modeling and Customization

	• Geodesign Practicum Capstone course

Six electives in the following two 
categories:

	• Built Environment

	• Design, Analysis, and Computation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES
Faculty-Led Research: Under the direction of faculty, students have the opportunity to work on and contribute to 
research that addresses problems of sustainability, health, urban planning, and human safety and security.

International Study: The Maymester course SSCI 350 allows students to gain a truly global perspective through the 
comparison of governmental, sociopolitical, environmental, and historical contexts in different parts of the world. 
Past locations have included Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Salzburg, and Ghana. Planning for future locations is in the 
works for South America and Asia.

Capstone Course: All students take on a capstone experience during their senior year which requires them to use 
their knowledge and skills on a real project with a real client.

Conferences and Publications: Students have extensive opportunities to present their work at conferences and to 
co-author articles with Spatial Sciences Institute (SSI) faculty and collaborators.

Honors: Majors are eligible for departmental honors, university and external fellowships and awards, and induction 
into the USC chapter of the Gamma Theta Upsilon honor society.

For additional information, please consult the USC Catalogue.


