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To overcome prejudice, intolerance, and bigotry – 
and the suffering they cause – through the educational 
use of the Foundation's visual history testimonies
 – Mission Statement of the Shoah Foundation

THE TENTH YEAR



  

Because we live in such a world, and because 

we have the special responsibility of caring for  

the testimonies given by witnesses to history’s 

greatest crime, our mission goes beyond education 

about the Holocaust. Our educational goals 

encompass the Holocaust, but they are broader 

still; they compel us to use the testimonies in our 

archive to combat racism and violence in the 

modern world wherever they appear and 

whomever they threaten. It is that struggle that 

absorbs us, that evil we seek to combat, and that 

challenge our mission captures.

We hope to give future generations the tools  

to do what ours has failed to do: to abolish 

intolerance and genocidal violence from the 

human landscape. At the Shoah Foundation we 

believe, indeed we know, that each student who 

sees and hears a testimony is changed by it. This  

is finally how the world changes: one person at a 

time. And that – immodestly perhaps – is all we 

seek at the Shoah Foundation: to change the world, 

to change it fully, to change it completely, and to 

change it, if we must, one person at a time.  

On behalf of the staff of the Shoah Foundation, 

I want to thank you for your support these last 10 

years and ask you to join us as we begin our 

second decade of world-changing work.

 

Douglas Greenberg

President and Chief Executive Officer

   

2

 A Letter from 
Douglas Greenberg...

HATE CRIMES CONTINUE

The FBI recently reported that 62 
percent of the hate crimes in the 
United States are committed by 
offenders under the age of 24, 
half of these under the age of 18.

Munich police arrested a group of 
Neo-Nazis for planning an attack 
on a new synagogue in that city in 
October 2003.

The Southern Poverty Law Center 
monitored the activities of 708 
hate groups in the United States 
during 2003.

In November 2003, bombers 
attacked two synagogues in 
Istanbul, Turkey, killing 62 people.

The National Alliance, a U.S.-
based hate group, uses the 
internet to sell young people a 
computer game called “Ethnic 
Cleansing” with a product tag line:  
“Enter the Virtual Race War!”

Rock music that advocates rage 
toward all “non-Aryans” is now 
commonly identified as 
“hatecore.”

In November 2003, arsonists 
destroyed the CANDLES 
Holocaust Museum. Located in 
Terre Haute, Indiana, it was the 
only museum in the United States 
dedicated to children used in Nazi 
medical experiments.   

The Anti-Defamation League has 
identified 541 hate-based music 
groups worldwide.

Cover: White supremacists from   
six states demonstrated at the     
site of the Southern Poverty Law   
Center in Montgomery, Alabama  
on January 25, 2003. Photo  
courtesy  of Joe Roy, Director of  
the Center’s Intelligence Project.

 

  

Dear Friends,

Over the last 10 years the Shoah Foundation 

has collected 52,000 testimonies of survivors of 

the Holocaust and other eyewitnesses in 56 

countries and in 32 languages. We have indexed 

and digitized half the testimonies, and two years 

from now, we will have completed the entire task.  

The archive is now available at three 

universities in the United States and, before long, 

it will be available at universities and libraries 

around the world. Parts of the archive, in the  

form of national and state collections, are already 

available in 14 countries; our documentary    

films have been broadcast and screened in 40 

countries, having been subtitled into 19 

languages. Our educational products are in use in 

11,000 schools nationally and internationally, and 

many will soon be available on our new website, 

reaching hundreds of thousands of schools in 

virtually every country on the globe.  

We have accomplished much these past 10 

years with the generous help of friends and 

supporters like you, and we have even more 

ambitious plans for the future to commemorate 

our 10th anniversary.

But this flurry of numbers and the pride we 

take in our accomplishments do not lull us into 

complacency. They serve instead to remind us of 

how much more we have yet to do, how much 

more the survivors and other witnesses in the 

archive can still teach. We live in a dangerous 

world, a world in which anti-Semitism and racism 

threaten not only Jews but all of humankind.
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10 Years

Dana Schwartz (left) and Helen Chalef 

Although they embrace like long lost friends, the 

bond between Dana Schwartz and Helen Chalef has been 

unwavering for years. Both child survivors, they were 

Shoah Foundation pioneers – participating in its earliest 

interviews one decade ago. Dana, who barely escaped 

with her mother from a Polish ghetto, gently guided 

Helen through the videotaping of her own harrowing 

story. “I promised never to cry again… but I wasn’t as 

tough as I thought I was,” says Helen. “The softness of 

Dana’s voice, the way she encouraged me without 

probing, made it possible for me to continue.”

The women met recently in Los Angeles to share 

their thoughts on the Foundation’s milestone anniversary. 

Dana shows her visitors a painting that she purchased in 

Israel. It depicts a cellist gone mad because Nazis, upon 

learning his profession, crushed his fingers. Neither     

the name of the artist nor of the cellist, both survivors,         

is known. "This shows why these testimonies are so 

important," says Dana.  

“I hope my testimony makes people 
aware that segregating a group and 
negating their humanity is a very 
dangerous thing – not only to those 
they degrade but because they too 
become dehumanized.”
 – Helen Chalef

A Look Back . . . 

With razor-sharp memory, Dana knows the details 

from more than 100 survivor interviews that she 

conducted. She recalls how Helen at age 10 laid down for 

a nap with her grandmother and dreamed these words 

from the woman: “You are not hungry. You are not cold. 

You are not tired. Keep walking.” When she awoke, 

Helen saw that her grandmother had died in her sleep. 

Years later, no longer safe at home, and a prisoner in a 

Nazi death march, Helen helped to save herself by 

repeating these words over and over. 

Although sharing her story made it sometimes feel 

like “yesterday,” Helen is glad to have done so. “I hope it 

helps make people aware that segregating a group and 

negating their humanity is a very dangerous thing – not 

only to those they degrade but because they too become 

dehumanized,” she says. And of the friend who helped 

her through the experience, even as her voice sometimes 

cracked and her hands sometimes shook: “To this day, I 

find myself calling Dana just to hear her voice and feel 

reassured,” says Helen. “She makes me feel that all is 

going to be well.”

Please visit our new website at: www.vhf.org 
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”We have to learn a 
lesson from the 

Holocaust – to stop
the killing of peaceful, 

innocent people no 
matter what it

costs to do so.”
– Russian student Grigorii Morozov

Grigorii Morozov, a ninth grader at school #87 

in a city east of Moscow, watched Children From 

the Abyss twice.  

“The first time I just cried,” says Grigorii about 

watching the Foundation documentary that is based 

upon the firsthand accounts of survivors of Nazi 

massacres in the Former Soviet Union. “The second 

time I prepared myself to understand it. Before that, I 

could never understand why Nazis viciously killed Jews. 

Fear and envy turned so many people into cold-

blooded murderers.”

This pensive reaction, elicited from an otherwise 

typically animated teenager, is encouraging to Feliks 

Dukhovny. One of the Foundation’s regional 

representatives, Feliks handled all of the scheduling 

details for the 1,200 interviews conducted with survivors 

and other witnesses in Russia. This was no small feat.  

People were “afraid to reveal their Jewish identity”     

says Feliks, who recently visited the Foundation’s        

Los Angeles headquarters. “In Russia, anti-Semitism 

permeates from top to bottom.”

And this was just one of the challenges he faced 

while doing the Foundation’s work. Throughout the 

collection process, Feliks often had to make arrangements 

with town officials to address electricity shortages, and 

traveled 1,000 miles or more to reach survivors and 

other interviewees who lived in towns and villages.   

 

Gifts & Pledges
through December 2003 
from major donors
If you wish to change the way your name 
is listed, please contact the Development 
Department at 818-866-2004.

FOUNDING PARTNERS
$1,000,000 and above

Gifts of $10,000,000+
Steven Spielberg

Gifts of $5,000,000+
Wasserman Foundation
Severin Wunderman

Gifts of $3,000,000+
The Samuel Bronfman Foundation: 
 Edgar M. Bronfman & 
 Charles R. Bronfman
National Broadcasting Company, Inc.
Universal Studios Foundation

Gifts of $2,000,000+
The Paul G. Allen Charitable Foundation
The Crown Family
The David Geffen Foundation
LEGO Company
National Science Foundation

Gifts of $1,000,000+
ABC, Inc.
The Annenberg Foundation
The Ron Burkle Family
The Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust
The Hassenfeld Foundation
Sidney Kimmel & Rena Rowan
The Fred Kort Family Foundation
Marie Josée & Henry R. Kravis
Kenneth and Evelyn Lipper Foundation
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Ovitz Family Foundation
Ronald O. Perelman
Sony Corporation of America
Time Warner Inc / Warner Bros.
The Families of Laurence & 
 Preston Robert Tisch
United States of America
The Ziff Family

LEADERSHIP PARTNERS
$100,000 to $999,999

Gifts of $500,000+
Ahmanson Charitable Community Trust
Burda Media 
Creative Artists Agency
EMC Corporation
Leo & Julia Forchheimer Foundation
Emanuel Gerard
GTE California
Karen & William Lauder
Library Services and Technology Act,
 United States Institute of Museum and
 Library Services via the California                
 State Library, through a special
 partnership with USC
Bren & Melvin Simon and Herbert Simon
Helga B. Wolffs
1 Anonymous Donor

Gifts of $250,000+
The Abramson Family Foundation
The Barrington Foundation, Inc.
Davis Oil Company
The Feintech Family Foundation 
Eric Greenberg
Robert Greenberg
Vera & Imre Hecht

. . . And Moving Forward

Feliks Dukhovny 

“Of course during the project I realized it was more 

important than I ever thought it would be – probably the 

most important project ever in Russia,” he says. 

This is why Feliks is eager to see more of the 

Foundation’s testimonies and educational products reach 

young people like Grigorii Morozov. Towards this end,  

he has worked hard to make Children From the Abyss 

available in more than 100 educational centers 

throughout Russia.

“A lot of Russian teachers are hungry for these 

materials, but the Shoah Foundation lacks the resources 

to distribute them,” he says. “Collecting the testimonies 

and distributing Children From the Abyss are just the first 

steps toward changing ingrained attitudes.” 

To return the testimonies to the communities where 

they were recorded, supporters are encouraged to make   

a donation to establish  

an Educational Eastern 

European Fund. This  

fund would enable the 

Foundation to provide 

access to its archive and 

products to educators 

and scholars in Russia 

and other Eastern 

European countries – and 

to students like Grigorii. 
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Gifts of $250,000+ (cont.)

Robert J. & Jane L. Katz Foundation
Lyn & Norman Lear
LION FUND – The Philanthropic arm of
 the L.J.C.B. Investment Group
The Maurice Marciano Family
 Foundation
Max Palevsky 
Turner Broadcasting
Theodore & Renee Weiler Foundation
Robert & Mary Ellen Zemeckis
1 Anonymous Donor

Gifts of $100,000+
Merv & Thea Adelson
Howard & Roberta Ahmanson
AT&T 
Russel & Terry Bernard
Eva & Mickey Rutman /
 Joyce Klein & Jerry Breslauer
The Jacob and Hilda Blaustein
 Foundation
Blum-Kovler Foundation
Louis Borick
Bvlgari 
Corum Time Pieces, Inc. 
Sandy & Steve Cozen
Tom Cruise
Rena Rowan-Damone & Vic Damone
DDB Needham Worldwide
 Communication Group Inc.
Douglas Foundation (including proceeds
 from the book, The Broken Mirror)
The Eastman Kodak Company
Roland Emmerich and Dean Devlin
Gang, Tyre, Ramer & Brown 
 Charitable Foundation
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
General Motors Corporation
Gary Goldberg & Diana Meehan
James & Andrea Gordon
Tom Hanks & Rita Wilson
Susan Harris & David Kassie
HBO
The Marilyn and Jeffrey Katzenberg                       
 Foundation
Marta Kauffman & Michael Skoloff
The Kemp Family Foundation
Kathleen Kennedy & Frank Marshall
Sol Kerzner
KingWorld Productions
Barbara Levy Kipper & David Kipper
William B. & Sheila Konar Foundation
John & Janet Kornreich
Peter Kovler 
The Levy-Markus Foundation
Peter B. Lewis
The Jerome & Kenneth Lipper Foundation
Ted Mann Foundation
Susan & Morris Mark 
Maxell Corporation of America
Ron Meyer & Kelly Chapman
Samuel I. Newhouse Foundation
Pacific Theatres Foundation
Mrs. Murray Pantirer, 
 Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Zuckerman, 
 and Dr. & Mrs. Charles Feldman
Norman and Mary Pattiz Foundation
Skip Paul
PepsiCo Foundation
The Pratt Foundation
Bruce M. Ramer & Madeline Peerce
 and Harold & Eileen Brown
Michael Recanati / Ira Statfeld 
William F. Reilly / K-III Communications
Fredric D. & Rikki Rosen 
 Family Foundation
Philip and Monica Rosenthal
The Leo Rosner Foundation

 

More than 400 guests spanning the generations  

turned out to honor Richard Lovett, President of 

Creative Artists Agency, at the 4th Annual Ambassadors 

for Humanity dinner. 

The event, held on the lot of Universal Studios on 

January 14, raised more than $900,000 for the 

Foundation. It featured a special musical performance by 

Jon Bon Jovi and Richie Sambora.

Founding Chairman Steven Spielberg, President and 

CEO Douglas Greenberg, and event host Mike Meyers 

paid tribute to Lovett for promoting tolerance, and for his 

deep commitment to education. In addition to heading 

CAA, Lovett mentors high school students, teaching 

courses on goal-setting and on the nature of good and evil.

Foundation Honors Richard Lovett As 2004
Ambassador for Humanity

“If I can be affected in less than 
10 minutes from hearing the real-life 
experience of a survivor, imagine 
what a whole school can do to help 
prevent another Holocaust.”
– Christina de la Rosa
   Venice High School student

L to R:  Richard Lovett and his parents, 
Carol and Mike Lovett

L to R: Michael Rutman, Gerald Breslauer, Douglas Greenberg, 
Bruce Ramer. Greenberg joined the three founding board members 
in honoring Lovett.

P A R T N E R S  I N  H I S T O R Y  A N D  T H E  F U T U R E ®

Ambassador

TNT

Humanitarians
Creative Artists Agency
Skip Paul

Patrons 

Russel & Terry Bernard
Stephen & Sandy Cozen
Tom Cruise
Entertainment Industry Foundation
Peter Farrelly & Bobby Farrelly
Gail Lebovic
Walter Parkes & Laurie MacDonald
Revolution Studios
Harry Robinson
Sheinberg Family Trust
Darren Star
Warner Bros.

Supporters

Dan Adler
Bvlgari Corporation of America
Bob Daly & Carole Sager
Michael Douglas
The Fox Group
Tom Hanks & Rita Wilson
Robert & Anita Hirsch
Imagine Entertainment
Michael & Jena King Foundation
New Line Cinema
Showtime Networks
Sony Pictures Entertainment
Jerry Speyer
Erwin Stoff
Viacom Entertainment Group
Wasserman Foundation
Irwin & Margo Winkler
Robert Zemeckis

AMBASSADORS FOR HUMANITY EVENT DONORS

Benefactors

Breslauer & Rutman LLC
Comerica Bank
Gang, Tyre, Ramer & Brown 
   Charitable Foundation
Kelsey & Camille Grammer
Jeffrey & Marilyn Katzenberg
Richard Lovett
Miramax
Universal Studios, Inc.

“We have in you 

a friend who truly 

understands our work 

because your own 

c o m m i t m e n t s  t o  

building a better world are so profound,” Greenberg 

said of Lovett in his remarks.

Presenting Lovett with the Ambassadors for Humanity 

2004 Award, Spielberg said: “Richard’s leadership has 

encouraged more than half the company of CAA to 

participate in local school mentoring, literacy, technology, 

and art programs. Richard is not only the most successful 

president of the largest talent agency in the world. He 

makes a difference in people’s lives outside of the office.”
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Couple's Gift Funds Collection of Rescuer Testimonies
Philanthropists Howard and Roberta Ahmanson 

travel the world, donating their wealth to numerous 

charities. Yet of all the causes they support, the 

Ahmansons describe their recent grant to the Shoah 

Foundation as being “among the most important that we 

have ever made.” The gift of $551,540 will fund the 

Corrie ten Boom Collection of Rescuer Testimonies – 

stories from more than 1,000 men and women who, at 

their own peril, rescued and provided aid to others 

during the Holocaust and immediately afterward. The 

gift, donated through the Ahmanson Charitable 

Community Trust, enables the Foundation to index and 

digitize these testimonies so that they can be accessed by  

students, scholars, and researchers. 

Corrie ten Boom and her family harbored Jews and 

resisters in their home during World War II. As part of the 

Dutch Underground, they saved hundreds of men and 

women. Betrayed to the Germans, ten Boom, her father, 

and sister were imprisoned in Nazi concentration camps 

where all perished, except for Corrie. She spent the 

remainder of her life traveling throughout 60 countries 

where, as a writer and inspirational speaker, she promoted 

Christian values. For her work as a rescuer, she was 

honored as a “Righteous Gentile” at Yad Vashem in Israel.

“When their Jewish neighbors were sought for arrest 

and deportation, the ten Booms, as did many other 

courageous Dutch families and others throughout Europe, 

opened their home to hide them and help them escape,” 

said Roberta Ahmanson, who, in addition to her 

charitable work, is also an award-winning journalist, and 

a patron of the arts. “Devout Christians, they were 

known for helping their Jewish friends keep the Sabbath. 

Many lived because of the ten Booms.”

Ahmanson added, “In Reformed and Evangelical 

Christian circles in the United States and Canada, Corrie 

ten Boom is a heroine. But, though a tree is planted in 

her name at Yad Vashem, and her name is listed at the 

Holocaust Memorial, she is not much known beyond 

those communities. We make this grant in her name 

because Corrie ten Boom is the example we all need, the 

person who had the conviction and the courage to risk 

her life to save the other, to save someone very different 

from herself. She risked her life that others might live. 

We need to ponder her example and that of others like 

her, not only today but for generations to come.”

“What would motivate
a person to risk

his or her own well being 
to do what is right?” 

– Roberta Ahmanson 

Roberta and Howard Ahmanson

Gifts of $100,000+ (cont.) 
Courtney Ross-Holst
Robert Russell Memorial Foundation
Saban Entertainment, Inc.
Sara Lee Foundation
Southern Wine and Spirits 
 of America, Inc.
Alex G. Spanos
Jerry I. Speyer & Katherine Farley
Judy & Michael Steinhardt
Cynthia Stroum
Albert Tapper
Andrew Tobias 
Toys “R” Us Children’s Fund, Inc.
Unisys
Universal Studios, Inc.
Vivendi Universal Foundation
Wilzig Family
Gary & Karen Winnick
Paul Junger Witt
Mortimer B. Zuckerman & Marla Prather
3 Anonymous Donors

SPONSORING PARTNERS
$10,000 to $99,999

Gifts of $75,000+
Joan & Joe Cullman
Interscope Records/ Jimmy Iovine
The Jewish Community Endowment
 Fund and The Jewish Community
  Endowment Holocaust
 Memorial/Education Fund, 
 Jewish Community Federation of 
 San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin
 and Sonoma Counties
Nicole Kidman
Leonard & Evelyn Lauder
Judisches Museum in Berlin
Russ Solomon / Tower Records

Gifts of $50,000+
Herb & Lani Alpert
The David & Andrea Baum Foundation
Harvey Belson / Ben Arnold – 
 Sunbelt Beverage Co. of S.C.
James Brooks
Linda Burrows
CBS Entertainment
Castle Rock Entertainment
Charmer Industries, Inc.
The Joseph Drown Foundation
Fisher Brothers Foundation
Brad & Anne Globe
HSBC Bank California / Republic 
 National Bank of New York
The Hite Foundation, 
 The Philanthropic Group
Bruce & Gretchen Jacobsen
Rikki and Barry Kaplan
Gershon Kekst / Kekst and Company
Paul & Susanne Kester
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Lauren
Blanche & Irving Laurie Foundation
Dr. Gail Lebovic
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Leventhal
George Lucas
Nancy & Howard Marks
Mattel, Inc.
Carol & Bill Mechanic
Peter Morton
Walter F. Parkes & Laurie MacDonald
Paul's TV & Video
Sumner Redstone, Jonathan Dolgen
 & Sherry Lansing
The Marilyn & Barry Rubenstein 
 Family Foundation
Kenneth & Wendy Ruby
Terry & Jane Semel
Richard & Esther Shapiro 
 

      Rescuer stories in this collection include:

• Irene Gut-Opdyke was the assistant housekeeper for 
a German Nazi major. She succeeded in hiding 12 
Jews throughout the war in the basement of the 
major’s headquarters. She was interviewed in Yorba 
Linda, California in 1995.

• Maria Sodor helped her family rescue Jewish families 
when her father was the mayor of Budapest. She 
gave her testimony in Budapest, Hungary in 2001.

• Henk Liefers and his family, Jehovah’s Witnesses, hid 
20 people, mostly Jehovah’s Witnesses, on their 
large farm. He was interviewed in 1997 in the 
Netherlands.

• Amnon Ajzensztadt, a rabbi’s son, used false papers 
to enlist in the Nazi military, where he was able to 
smuggle himself into and out of the Warsaw Ghetto 
so he could rescue Jews. He later crossed to the 
Russian side and was almost executed as a Nazi spy. 
He was interviewed in 1997 in Toronto, Canada.

P A R T N E R S  I N  H I S T O R Y  A N D  T H E  F U T U R E ®
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An Evening in the Hamptons

L to R: Milly and 
Arne Glimcher,

Sarah Jessica Parker, 
Matthew Broderick

L to R:
Jerry and Jessica Seinfeld,
Steven Spielberg,
Matthew Broderick,
Sarah Jessica Parker, hosts
Paola and Mickey Schulhof,
Harry Connick, Jr.,
Jill Connick

L to R:  
Peter Press,
Lori Berti,
Laura Elrick,
Albert Tapper    

On Sunday, August 10, the Shoah Foundation held its 

second annual Evening in the Hamptons, raising nearly 

$780,000 to support its work to combat intolerance and 

bigotry. More than 300 people attended the benefit at 

the home of Mickey and Paola Schulhof in East Hampton, 

New York – for cocktails, dinner, and a special 

performance by The Harry Connick, Jr. Quartet. The 

funds generated will bolster the Foundation’s educational 

efforts – helping to speed the delivery of the testimonies 

to classrooms, libraries, and museums worldwide. 

The Schulhofs, supporters of the Foundation since its 

inception, were joined by co-hosts Matthew Broderick and 

Sarah Jessica Parker, Jerry and Jessica Seinfeld, Mort 

Zuckerman, Arne and Milly Glimcher, and Steven 

Spielberg and Kate Capshaw. Welcoming the crowd, 

Mickey Schulhof said the Shoah Foundation’s work has 

special meaning for him and his wife. Both have parents, 

and other relatives who are survivors, who gave 

testimony. Praising the Foundation’s achievements, he 

added that “the work is far from over.”  

A highlight of the evening was the performance by 

Harry Connick, Jr. who said that he was grateful that his 

three young daughters would be able to learn from the 

testimony of survivors and other witnesses that “prejudice 

and violence are unacceptable.”

Foundation President and CEO Douglas Greenberg 

said that the recording and cataloguing of nearly 52,000 

testimonies was merely preparation for the real 

work of the Foundation. “Our goal is that someday 

children in every school in all of the 56 countries 

where we conducted interviews will have the 

chance not only to know about racism and ethnic 

violence but to understand them too. Perhaps then 

we will be able to count upon them to do what we 

have failed to do: to oppose and eventually defeat 

ethnic, racial, and religious hatred.”

Founder’s Circle

Jason N. Ader / Randy Reiff
The Cooper Family Foundation
Jane & Bob Katz
Henry & Rose Moskowitz
The Schulhof Family Foundation
Sol Goldman Charitable Trust

Leadership Circle

Anonymous
Terry & Russ Bernard
Dr. & Mrs. Nelson Bonheim/
   Drs. Karen & Paul Bonheim
Jane & Alan Cornell
Joan & Joseph Cullman
Arne & Milly Glimcher
Alice & Stanley Harris
Kerzner International Ltd.
Nicole Kidman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lieberberg
Ninah & Michael Lynne,
   Eva & Robert Shaye
Susan & Morris Mark

Frederick A. B. Perlberg &
   Robyn Brooks
Jeri, Greg & Harrison Rice
The Peter Jay Sharp 
   Foundation
Jessica & Jerry Seinfeld
Cynthia Stroum Foundation
Albert M. Tapper / Tapper
   Charitable Foundation
Avi Tiomkin / Stephan 
   Solomon
Andrew Tobias & 
   Charles Nolan
Trustcompany Bank

Alex G. Spanos
Kate Capshaw & 
   Steven Spielberg
Toys ‘R’ Us Children’s Fund
Barry & Teri Volpert

Raises $780,000 for the Shoah Foundation

Gifts of $50,000+ (cont.)

The Skirball Foundation
Ted & Carole Slavin
Jay Sunday Sontag
Sony Pictures Entertainment
The Sam Spiegel Foundation
Barbra Streisand
William & Jerry Ungar
Warner Bros.
Harvey Weinstein / Miramax Film Corp.
Robin & Marsha Williams
Richard Witten
Cynthia & Bud Yorkin
2 Anonymous Donors

Gifts of $25,000+
Jason N. Ader
Gregory Alevizos and 
 Capitol-Husting Co., Inc.
Ronald and Judy Baron
Julie & Roger Baskes
Jack and Becky Benaroya
Fran Bermanzohn
Joan & Allen and Robert & 
 Elisa Spungen Bildner
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
Block Distributing Company, Inc.
Neil Bluhm
Brillstein Grey Entertainment
Dr. Leon Bromberg Charitable Trust Fund
David Brown & Richard Zanuck
Melva Bucksbaum & Raymond Learsy
Circle of Service Foundation
Cooper Family Foundation
Nathalie and Gladys Dalkowitz
 Charitable Trust
J. Morton Davis
Discovery Communications, Inc.
Hilda & Harry Eisen
Epstein / Rubenstein Foundation
Federal Express Corporation
Avery & Janet Fisher Foundation
The Fox Group
Richard A. & Susan P. Friedman 
 Family Foundation
Philip Friedmann
Furman Selz LLC
Saul and Karen Gamoran
Rob and Sarah Glaser 
Sol Goldman Charitable Trust
GQ Magazine on behalf of 
 David & Sybil Yurman
Kelsey & Camille Grammer
Bert Green & Alexandra Brookshire 
Jill & Brad Grey
Guardsmark, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gwathmey
Bill & Carole Haber
William & Jane-Howard Hammerstein
Robert & Anita Hirsch Family Foundation
Hoffberger Family Fund, Inc.
Billy Joel
Bruce & Martha Karsh
Jonathan & Debbie Klein
Jo Carole & Ronald S. Lauder
Honorable Frank R. Lautenberg
Patty & Jonathan Lazarus
Dan and Stacey Levitan
Lawrence & Dana Linden Foundation
L’Oreal USA, Inc.
Richard Lovett
Major Brands, Inc.: Robert Epsten, David 
 Vittor, Todd Epsten & Bradford Epsten
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Malden
Morgan Stanley, Dean Witter, 
 Discover & Co.
Morton Capital Management
Rose & Henry Moskowitz
Ann & Jerry Moss
New Line Cinema
Paul Newman & Joanne Woodward



Helga Wolffs' Legacy
A survivor of four concentration camps who lost her 

parents at Auschwitz, Helga Wolffs discussed her wartime 

experiences reluctantly. “Most of the time, we talked 

about old times or the present, not in-between,” says 

Miriam Kafka, Helga’s childhood friend from Prague.  

Still, Helga gave her testimony to the Shoah Foundation 

and made provisions for a generous bequest to support its 

work. “She felt it was important that there would be a 

record of what people experienced,” says Kafka.

Gifted in languages, Helga served as a translator 

during war crimes trials, and later for a lawyer who 

handled restitution to Czech and German Holocaust 

victims. Although she was in almost constant pain from 

injuries inflicted on her in the camps, Helga traveled the 

world with her husband Herbert. She was an avid reader, 

an opera buff and, after leaving New York to retire in San 

Diego, loved to walk to the beach with her husband. And 

she was as gifted in friendship as she was in languages.  

“There are very few people who you can 100 percent 

rely upon,” says Kafka. “No matter how high your 

expectations of Helga, she always kept her promises. She 

was always there for you.”

Helga’s promise to support the Shoah Foundation’s 

educational mission was fulfilled through a generous gift 

she left in her will. By making this planned gift, Helga 

made an important contribution towards ensuring the 

future of the Foundation and its critical programs to fight 

intolerance and bigotry.

“No matter how high          
your expectations of 
Helga, she always kept 
her promises. She was 
always there for you.”
– Miriam Kafka

Helga Wolffs and her childhood friend Miriam Kafka
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The Legacy Society Honors Donors

In acknowledgment of the importance of planned gifts 
to the Shoah Foundation’s continued vitality, the 
Foundation has established the Legacy Society to 
recognize donors who have included the Foundation in 
their estate plans. Bob Katz, chairman of the Board’s 
Development Committee, explains, “Planned gifts are 
a key way in which donors can have a meaningful 
impact on securing the long-term financial well being 
of the Foundation.” Planned gifts include testamentary 
gifts, gifts of real estate, stocks, and charitable 
remainder trusts. Please contact the Development 
Department at 818-866-2004 for more information. 

Legacy Society Members: Tanya R. Berns, Dr. Janie 
Brown, Stephen Cozen, Susan Crown, Herta Gertler, 
Douglas Greenberg, Stephan Michael Hausken, Imre & 
Vera Hecht, Robert & Anita Hirsch, Stephen Green, Dr. 
Gail Lebovic, Christine Gitlin-Miles, Klaus Pollak, Bruce 
Ramo, Jacob Riger, Georgette Grosz-Spertus, Helen L. 
Weiss, Helga B. Wolffs.
 

Gifts of $25,000+ (cont.)

Scott and Laurie Oki
Ted & Hedy Orden / Thrifty Oil Co.
Jack & Connie Ostrovsky
Rhea Perlman & Danny DeVito
Jeffry M. & Barbara Picower Foundation
Lionel I. Pincus
Pritzker Family Foundation
Burton & Judith Resnick 
Tony Ressler & Jami Gertz
Sherlee Rhine
Greg & Jeri Rice
Harry Robinson
Donna & Joe Roth / California
 Community Fund
Toni Lynn Ross 
Tom Rubin / Focus Media
Mary & Patrick Scanlan
Paola & Mickey Schulhof
Martin Selig
Melvin & Betty Sembler 
 Philanthropic Fund
Charles & M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc.
Lorraine & Sid Sheinberg
Linda Grobman Silverberg & 
 Dr. Alan Silverberg
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Virginia & Alan B. Slifka
The Slovin Foundation
James & Joanne Smith
David & Jennifer Stockman
Sam & Althea Stroum
Sussman Family Foundation
The Grant A. Tinker Foundation
Unicom Corporation
Union Beverage Company
Viacom Entertainment Group
Barry & Teri Volpert
Weeden & Co., L.P.
Frieda & Judd Weinberg
Isak & Rose Weinman Foundation
Robert Weinstein
Helen Weiss
John & Samantha Williams 
Wolfensohn Family Foundation
Gloria & David L. Wolper
Paula Zahn & Richard Cohen
Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation 
Marie and Gary Zwerling 
4 Anonymous Donors

Gifts of $10,000+
A&E Television Network
Accenture
Alan & Arlene Alda
Amblin Entertainment
AMC, Inc.
Harriet Ames Charitable Trust
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.
Aon Corporation
Armrod Charitable Foundation
Arthur Andersen
Patrice & Kevin Auld
Barbara & Jon Avnet
Bank One Corporation
Adrienne Baranowitz
Arthur & Maxine Barens
The Barish Family Foundation
Cecile & Fred Bartman Foundation
Baxter International, Inc.
Jerry Baron, Max Behm & Associates
Rebecka & Arie Belldegrun
Jack Belz
Shelly & Gary Belz
John Bendheim Jr.
Michael, Melissa, Ilana, Lev & 
 Joshua Berenbaum
Edward and Janine Biskind
Leon & Debra Black
Bloomberg News

There are many ways to make a planned gift, 

including wills, charitable remainder trusts, life insurance 

policies, retirement plans, real property, and more. You 

too can make a difference by supporting the Shoah 

Foundation as a member of the Legacy Society. For more 

information about making a planned gift, please contact 

Steven Klappholz at (818) 866-2004.  

 

Helga Wolffs (left) and Miriam Kafka
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L to R: Douglas 
Greenberg,

Courtney Ross-Holst 
and Anders Holst, 

Founder and Co-Chair 
and Co-Chair,

Ross School and 
Institute in East 

Hampton, New York

Gifts of $10,000+ (cont.) 
BMG Entertainment
Andrew & Carol Boas
Boeing Company
Donald Brenner
Britannica.com
Nadine & Bill Bron
Charles I. Brown Foundation
David Brown / Helen Gurley Brown
BSMG Worldwide
Burger King Corporation
William & Julia Burns
Calcined Coke Corp.
Maria Cantwell
Dennis Carey
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
Channel One Network
Josephine Chaus
David Chazen
Comerica Bank
Cooper Family Foundation
Michael Cooper
Alan & Jane Cornell
Marcia Israel Curley & James Curley
Bob Daly & Carole Sager
The Davidson Foundation
Clive J. Davis Foundation
Marvin Davis & Sarah Sternklar
Max Delfiner Memorial Foundation 
Michael De Luca
Lisa Desmond
Marcia Diamond
Neil Diamond
Gandolfo DiBlasi
Leonardo DiCaprio
James & Judith Dimon
DreamWorks SKG
Maxine Dunitz
The Durst Foundation
Alvin & Joan Einbender
The Einhorn Family Foundation
Richard & Gail Elden
Lois and Richard England 
 Family Foundation
J. Epstein Foundation
Ernst & Young LLP
Essential Dental Systems
European Union
Bobby & Peter Farrelly
Elias & Monica Fasja 
Felissimo Universal Corp. of America
Ms. Nancy Fisher
Alphonse Fletcher, Jr.
The Ford Family
Michael J. Fox & Tracy Pollan
Peter & Adrienne Fritz
Albert Garner
Daniel & Elie Gazzar
Eric & Angela Geadelmann
Lawrence M. Gelb Foundation
Scott Gendell
Edouard Gerschel Foundation
Arne & Milly Glimcher
Max Goldenberg Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation
Abner & Roslyn Goldstine
Douglas and Margee Greenberg
Kenneth Griffin
Hachette Filipacchi Magazine, Inc.
Helene Hahn
Stephen & Eleanor Hammerman
 Foundation
J. Hammond Investment Pty Ltd.
Stanley & Alice Harris
The Irving Harris Foundation
Richard Harriton / Bear Stearns 
 Securities Corp.
HBK Investments
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Hecht
The Held Foundation 

One person really can make a difference. The Shoah 
Foundation counts on your support to continue its important 
work to overcome intolerance, prejudice, and bigotry.

Cash Donations - Gifts can be made by cash, checks, or 
credit card.

Pledges - You may wish to make a gift to the Foundation 
that is paid over several years, following a payment 
schedule that is most convenient for you.

Appreciated Securities - By contributing stocks or other 
appreciated assets, you could save at tax time.

Planned Gifts - Planned gifts might help you reduce or 
avoid income, gift, and inheritance taxes. Popular planned 
gifts include wills, charitable remainder trusts, and
charitable lead trusts. You may wish to consider funding a 

planned gift with such assets as cash, life insurance policies, 
real property, retirement plans, or marketable securities.

Memorial or Tribute Gifts - Contributions can be made 
in honor of special occasions such as birthdays, 
marriages, bar/bat mitzvahs, or births, as well as to 
memorialize a friend or family member. The Foundation 
will mail a Tribute Card announcing the gift.

In-Kind Gifts - The Shoah Foundation accepts gifts of
goods or services that fulfill programmatic needs.

For more information, please contact:
 Steven Klappholz, Vice President for Development
 Shoah Foundation, PO Box 3168
 Los Angeles, CA 90078-3168
 Phone: 818-866-2004

Please note: The Shoah Foundation is a 501(c)(3) public charity in the United States. All contributions from U.S. residents are tax-deductible to the full 
extent allowed by law. Tax-deductible donations can also be made through affiliated nonprofit organizations in Canada, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. It is also possible to make tax-deductible donations in Australia, subject to certain limitations.

How You Can Make an Impact

New Major Gifts through December 2003

Boeing Company       $10,000
to establish the Boeing Company Education Fund

Maxine Dunitz       $10,000
J. Hammond Investments Pty Ltd.                  AUD $10,000
to distribute testimony in Australia

L’Oreal USA, Inc.       $10,000
David & Eva Scheinberg                                 AUD $10,000
to distribute testimony in Australia

Mace Siegel        $10,000
Takiff Family Foundation      $10,000
Archie D. & Bertha H. Walker Foundation  $10,000
for the Minnesota Collection of Testimonies

A & E Network       $15,000
Ervin Katz to distribute testimony in Australia            AUD $15,000
Warner Home Video       $15,000
Jack & Maxine Zarrow Foundation     $18,295
to establish the Oklahoma Collection of Holocaust
Testimonies at the Sherwin Miller Museum in Tulsa, OK

Richard Witten to establish the Witten Family     $20,000
Education Fund in honor of Harry R. Hayes

Fran Bermanzohn        $25,000
Helen Weiss        $25,000
The Hite Foundation       $30,000
to support the Shoah Foundation’s partnership with
the Holocaust Educational Trust in the United Kingdom

The Leo Rosner Foundation      $  35,000
to convert Survivors: Testimonies of the Holocaust
from a CD Rom to an internet educational tool

Anne & Henry Zarrow Foundation     $  36,590
to establish the Oklahoma Collection of Holocaust 
Testimonies at the Sherwin Miller Museum in Tulsa, OK

Louis Borick      $  50,000
CBS Entertainment      $  50,000
John & Janet Kornreich      $  50,000
Pears Family Charitable Foundation £  50,000
to support the development of a program with the
Holocaust Educational Trust in the United Kingdom

Phil & Monica Rosenthal      $  50,000
Courtney Ross-Holst       $  50,000
Robert Greenberg       $  66,100
Levy-Markus Foundation to launch the       $  75,000
Testimony to Tolerance Initiative in Jackson, Mississippi

Library Services & Technology Act, U.S.    $146,655 
Institute of Museum & Library Services Via 
the CA State Library, through a partnership
with USC - to digitize California Testimonies in 
preparation for university access via Internet2

LION FUND - the philanthropic arm of the       AUD $250,000
L.J.C.B. Investment Group to index and distribute 
testimony in Australia

Ahmanson Charitable Community Trust to create  $551,540
the Corrie ten Boom Collection of Rescuer Testimonies

L to R: Professor 
Leslie Reti and 
Ms Lee Liberman, 
visiting the 
Foundation from 
Melbourne, 
Australia.
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Gifts of $10,000+ (cont.)

Albert & Ethel Herzstein 
 Charitable Foundation 
Juliane Heyman
Neil Hirsch 
Steven Holzman
Horchow Family Charitable Trust
IATSE - Local 44
IBM Corporation
Illinois ToolWorks
Imagine Entertainment
Intermedia Foundation
Michael Jackson
Jenner & Block
Quincy Jones
The Mayer & Morris Kaplan 
 Family Foundation
Sandi & Alan Kassan
Louis Kestenbaum
Linda Kloner
Lester Knight
Michael Krasny
Fred Krehbiel
Mathilde & Arthur Krim
Alan & Cindra Ladd
Mark & Eleanor Lainer
Oliver Larminie 
Charles Lee
Francine LeFrak & Rick Friedberg
Elaine & Kenneth Leventhal
Mitchell S. Levey Foundation
Richard & Emily Levin Foundation 
Stuart & Sheri Levine Family Foundation
Elaine & Donald Levinson Foundation
Lawrence Levy
Mark Levy
Marvin & Carol Schild Levy
Sydney & Frances Lewis Foundation
Robert Lieberberg 
Adam Lilling & Pentagon Inc.
Theresa & Warren Littlefield
Doreen & Meyer Luskin
Maestro Lorin Maazel
Joseph and Florence Manaster
 Foundation
James Marcus
Cynthia & Richard Marx
Bruce R. McCaw
Merage Foundation
Ron & Diane Miller
Ira and Diane Millstein
Minow Family Foundation
Jack & Nancy Mishkin
The Steven T. Mnuchin Foundation
MTV Networks
NBC Entertainment 
Ronald & Joyce Nelson
Bruce & Nancy Newberg
Frederick Charles Nix
Deborah Oppenheimer
Katharina Otto
Oaktree Capital Management, LLC
Cheryl Parker
Ethan & Monica Penner
Fred & Gertrude Perlberg Foundation
Philip Morris Foundation
Richard Plepler
Plum Foundation
Richard Portogallo
The Louis and Harold Price 
 Foundation, Inc.
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Prudential Securities
Radio City Productions, Inc.
Albert & Audrey Ratner
The Joseph H. Reich & Carol F. Reich
 Philanthropic Fund of New York

teacher trainers and community leaders themselves – 

were deeply affected and inspired by their first encounter 

with this unique teaching resource.

“You build the technology, and we’ll learn how to 

talk to it… and then we’ll teach others how to use it so 

that these memories can be shared throughout the 

world,” said Cathy Pettijohn, a high school teacher from 

Oklahoma City who also serves as Director of Holocaust 

Education and Community Resources for the local Jewish 

Federation. “Even if one student is able to have a 

character-defining experience of her own, then my work 

is not in vain –  and neither is yours.”

Butorac anticipated that her students would have  

“an immediate, empathetic connection” with survivor 

testimony. “One woman recalled things that hurt and 

devastated her when she was a teenager before the   

war,” she said. “Those moments enable my students to 

think about the Holocaust – not in terms of numbers       

or figures… but in 

terms of individuals. 

Watching testimony 

helps students to 

realize this happened 

to people. In so many 

cases, people just like 

themselves.”

In addition to 

Butorac, Hine, and 

P e t t i j o h n ,  t h e  

teachers included  

Marshall Marvelli 

from Kernersville, 

North Carolina;  Lisa Muller from Evansville, Indiana; 

Lisa Armstrong from Overland Park, Kansas; Lisa 

Rodriguez-Placencio from San Antonio, Texas; and Eric 

Talley from New York, New York. Currently, the testimony 

segments identified by these teachers are being compiled 

to create a classroom video for teachers around the 

country. This teaching tool will be distributed with a 

teacher’s guide based on the lesson plans that the eight 

participants wrote during the workshop.   

Michelle Butorac, a tenth grade Catholic school 

teacher from Downey, California, seemed to speak for all 

of the eight men and women who recently attended        

a workshop at the Shoah Foundation’s Los Angeles 

headquarters. “I want my students to be transformed 

through the study of the Holocaust,” Butorac told the 

group. “It’s important to me that they become people 

who will make a difference.” 

Towards this end, the Shoah Foundation hosted a 

week-long Summer 2003 Teacher Workshop, a milestone 

which marked the first time that a group of classroom 

teachers could search the archive for testimony clips to 

integrate into their classroom work. The teachers 

traveled from geographically and culturally diverse cities 

throughout the United States.

The workshop was funded by a grant from the 

National Science Foundation and conducted at the 

Foundation’s Tapper Research and Testing Center. The 

new Center provides educators, students, and researchers 

access via computer stations to the nearly 52,000 

testimonies of Holocaust survivors and other witnesses 

that have been recorded by the Foundation since 1994.

After a tutorial on the use of the digitally searchable 

Visual History Archive, the teachers worked in teams     

to identify testimonies that related to specific        

themes, including: Can One Person Make a Difference?, 

Character Defining Moments, and The Power of

Language. With decades of combined teaching 

experience, these veteran teachers – many of whom are 

“Testimonies give students a very 
human, real experience. It transcends 
the cultural and linguistic barriers 
that I constantly face. With the 
students that I teach, I need to get 
to their hearts before they’ll let me 
into their heads.” 
 – Sharon Hine, Miami, Florida

National Teachers' Workshop 
Held at Shoah Foundation

Eric Talley teaches at-risk and 
special education students at Satellite 

Academy in New York City

V I S U A L  H I S T O R Y  I N  T H E  C L A S S R O O M



11

Gifts of $10,000+ (cont.)

Randy Reiff
Rob & Michele Reiner
Denise Rich
Martin Richards
Jacob Riger
Arthur & Toni Rock
Gary Rose
Marshall Rose
Rose K. Rose
Steven & Daryl Roth
Mr. Leslie Rudd
Allan & Paula Rudnick
Thomas Russo
Ann & Robert Sacks
Scott & Lori Sale
Jack & Anita Saltz Foundation, Inc.
Sandler O’Neill & Partners, LP
Florence & Irving Sandorf
Naty & Debbie Saidoff
Scott M. & Ellen G. Sassa
Sunny & Deborah Sassoon
Eva & David Scheinberg
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Schoen and Family
Jordan Schur
David Schwimmer
Seinfeld Family Foundation
Irving and Judith Shafran
Peter Jay Sharp Foundation
Mace Siegel
Silicon Graphics Computer Systems
Mr. & Mrs. Larry A. Silverstein
Rachel & Arnold Smith
Darren Star
Sheldon H. Solow Foundation
Joan Stanton
Barry S. Sternlicht
The Steinberg Family Fund, Inc.
Erwin Stoff
Marcia & Neil Strauss
The Strauss Foundation / Sandra Krause
Sun International
Takiff Family Foundation
Harry Thomason & Linda 
 Bloodworth-Thomason
Elaine Trebek-Kares & Peter Kares
Thomas Tull
Tuttleman Family Foundation
Tycoon Enterprises
Tom & Janet Unterman
USA Home Entertainment 
Viacom Entertainment Group
Archie D. & Bertha H. Walker Foundation
Weber Shandwick Worldwide
Gerald L. & Kathleen A. Weiner
 Foundation
Barry Weiss
David & Sylvia Weisz Foundation
Jane & Stuart Weitzman 
Tom & Jill Werner
Wilf Family Foundation
The Bernard H. Willig Foundation
Fred Wilpon / Sterling Equities
James & Linda Wimmer
Irwin and Margo Winkler
Karen & Stan Winston
Ed Winter / U30 Group
John Sacret Young
Richard and Lili Zanuck Foundation
Jack & Maxine Zarrow Foundation
Aaron Ziegelman Foundation
Hans Zimmer
Barry & Jan Zubrow
Roy J. Zuckerberg Family Foundation
Joel & Candice Zwick
4 Anonymous Donors

The Shoah Foundation recognizes with 
gratitude donors who have made gifts 
ranging from $1 to $9,999.

A professor of German and Slavic Studies at Rice 

University in Houston, Regina Kecht examines the factors 

that create an “altruistic personality” with the students   

in her freshman seminar, Between Resistance and 

Collaboration, a course which highlights the varied 

responses by individuals to totalitarianism in Nazi 

Germany between 1933 and 1945.

Now, thanks to a pilot project that began in 2003, 

Kecht and her students for the first time have direct 

access in their classrooms, and on their personal 

computers, to Foundation testimonies – to assist them in 

understanding what nurtures altruism, and the nuances 

of other issues such as courage and civil disobedience.  

“The witness reports from the Foundation’s archive 

corroborate literary studies, and encourage students from 

this very visually-oriented generation to evaluate the 

choices they make in today’s world,” says Kecht. “By 

seeing and hearing the testimony of people with very 

diverse backgrounds, my students understand that these 

are not only issues from the past. They are the epitome of 

human depravity that exists to this day.”     

This new level of academic research, made possible 

in large part through a one million dollar grant from the   

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, allows the Foundation   

to deliver its testimonies not only to Rice University, but 

to the University of Southern California (USC), and Yale 

University through Internet2. Internet2, separate      

from the World Wide Web, is a high-quality, very    

secure network created to promote research and 

communication between nearly 200 universities and 

research institutions.

The project, which was also funded by the Library 

Sciences Technology Act and by the National Science 

Foundation, lays the groundwork to eventually connect 

the Foundation’s archive not only to USC, Rice, and Yale, 

but to all of the schools served by Internet2.

       

Professor Mark Harris, from the 
USC School of Cinema-Television, 
uses Foundation testimonies in his 
class, Creating the Nonfiction Film

 

Three Universities 
Now Connected to Archive 

“This is a milestone in our effort to erode the walls 

separating the Foundation from scholars and libraries,” 

says Douglas Greenberg.

Esther Brown, a Rice senior, tapped into the archive 

for her final project in Violence, Terror, and Social 

Trauma, an anthropology course. She wrote: 

“One of the most moving moments in my research took 

place when a woman, recounting the doubts and questions 

that haunted her after her family’s deaths, broke down into 

weeping. It conveyed her utter, devastating loss in a way 

that moved far beyond the facts of her experience.”

Yale University was a pioneer in recording the 

testimonies of Holocaust survivors, now housed in its 

Fortunoff Archive. “Students were very happy about the 

new methodologies for their research and study,” says 

Derek Merleaux, Project Manager for Educational 

Technology. “Previously, their access to survivor 

testimonies was very limited, but now they can view 

testimonies at work stations and on their personal 

computers on campus at any time of day or night.”

Via Internet2, three universities began to incorporate   
Shoah Foundation testimonies into coursework that 
covers  a variety of disciplines. These courses include:

Yale University
European Bestsellers in Contemporary Fiction (German 

Studies, Literature) • Italy, 1852-1945 (History) • Visuality 
and Violence (American Studies, Women’s & Gender Studies)

Rice University
Between Resistance and Collaboration: Individuals 
Responding to National Socialism (German Studies) •
Introduction to Judaism (Religious Studies) •
Violence, Terror, and Social Trauma (Anthropology)

University of Southern California 
Creating the Nonfiction Film (School of Cinema-Television) •
Representations of the Holocaust (School of Cinema-

Television)



Douglas Greenberg traveled to Australia to preside 

over a meeting at the National Library in Canberra with 

leaders from ten Australian institutions to discuss forming 

a consortium to make the 2,500 Australian testimonies 

available in libraries, museums, and universities 

throughout the country.      

In addition to the National Library, participants 

included State Library of Victoria, State Library of New 

South Wales, Sydney Jewish Museum, Australian Centre 

for the Moving Image, Jewish Holocaust Museum and 

Research Centre, Makor Jewish Community Library, 

Monash University Library, Powerhouse Museum, and 

Museum of Victoria.

“The placement of the collection in these important 

places of learning will be powerful recognition that these 

testimonies are an important resource, not only about the 

Holocaust and for the Jewish community, but about 

Australian history, and for Australian citizens of all 

backgrounds,” said Greenberg. 

The next step is to raise funds for the Australian 

project, which will enable the 10 institutions, and 

potentially others in the future, to have access to the 

collection.   

While in Australia, Greenberg also visited the Koorie 

Heritage Trust, a museum in Melbourne dedicated to 

promoting and protecting the history and culture of 

southeastern Indigenous communities. After touring the 

museum, Genevieve Grieves, Coordinator, Oral History 

Unit, noted an “inspiring link” between the Foundation 

and the museum. “We share a similar commitment to 

learning from the past to provide a better future,” she said. 

“The Trust is excited about working with the Foundation 

to achieve these shared goals. As we say, “Gnokan Danna 

Murra Kor-ki: give me your hand my friend.” 

   

Australia
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Douglas Greenberg (center) with Eva Scheinberg, 
Sydney Regional Consultant (left) and Pauline Rockman, 
Melbourne Regional Consultant (right) in front of the 
National Library of Australia with institutional leaders 
from Canberra, Melbourne, and Sydney

In-Kind Donations
through December 2003 
from major donors

FOUNDING PARTNERS
$1,000,000 and above

Gifts of $5,000,000+
EMC Corporation
Sybase

Gifts of $3,000,000+
Accenture
Silicon Graphics Computer Systems

Gifts of $1,000,000+
ADIC/Sony
Maxell Corporation of America
McKinsey & Company, Inc.
Qwest
Sony Electronics, Inc.
Unisys
United Parcel Service

LEADERSHIP PARTNERS
$100,000 to $99,999

Gifts of $750,000+
Alias

Gifts of $500,000+
The Eastman Kodak Company
Gang, Tyre, Ramer & Brown, Inc.

Gifts of $250,000+
Equant
Fore Systems
GTE California
Anonymous Donor

Gifts of $100,000+
Bombardier Aerospace
Breslauer & Rutman LLC
Impossible, Inc.
Nextel

SPONSORING PARTNERS
$10,000 to $99,999

Gifts of $75,000+
RogueWave Software, Inc.
Tycoon Enterprises

Gifts of $50,000+
American Power Conversion
Gateway 2000
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Intergraph Corporation
Relational Data Systems
Vital Stream

Gifts of $25,000+
Apple Computer
Arthur Goldner & Associates
Arie Becker, Banca Mifel
Bay Networks
Claris Corporation
Exabyte Corporation
FileMaker, Inc.
Iona Technologies
Kutsher's Country Club
Littler Mendelson
Walter Scheuer

Greenwich, Connecticut

L to R: Professor 
Michael Bobkoff; 
Richard Hart, 
Greenwich Library 
Information Team; 
Kimberly Bonheim 
Birbrower, Director 
of Education; 
Carolyn Bonheim 
and Dr. Nelson 
Bonheim 

On October 21, 2003, in a dedication ceremony, the 
first collection of Shoah Foundation testimonies was 
made available at a Holocaust memorial site. Held at 
the former concentration camp at Dachau, the event 
was attended by dignitaries and survivors as well as 
representatives of the Shoah Foundation. The 
collection contains 33 German-language testimonies.
 
Those attending the dedication included Dr. Max 
Mannheimer. Mannheimer survived six camps, 
including Dachau, and lost six of his eight family 
members during the war. He said “The biological 
process is irreversible and in a few years from now, 
there will be no more eyewitnesses. Thus, it was 
important to interview these very people, so everyone 
learns what happened and to make young people 
familiar with that time.”
 
Dr. Barbara Distel, Director of the memorial site, said 
that the educational seminars offered there will now 
be highlighted by survivor interviews. This collection 
was made possible by a grant from the Allianz Group.

Dachau

T E S T I M O N I E S  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D

In a ceremony at the Greenwich Library, the 

Foundation returned eight testimonies given by Holocaust 

survivors and witnesses from Greenwich, Connecticut to 

that community. “By donating these testimonies, the Shoah 

Foundation has become an integral part of the Holocaust 

educational process,” said Michael Bobkoff, Chairman of 

the Liberal Arts/Humanities Curriculum at Westchester 

Community College. The family of Dr. Nelson Bonheim, a 

local resident, donated the collection in his honor.
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Steven Klappholz hands the videotaped testimony of a local survivor 
to Varda Ratner. Also pictured are Sharon Greenwald (third from 
left), dedication co-chair; Maxine Cohen, Executive Director, 
Holocaust Memorial of the San Antonio,Texas Jewish Federation

Czech Republic

San Antonio, Texas

Gifts of $10,000+
ACI, Inc.
Adobe Systems Inc
Attitude New York
Burrelle's Information Services
Dale Chihuly & Leslie Jackson
Clintons Solicitors 
Dan Hotels Corporation Ltd.
Gary Becker Company, Inc.
Electrosonic
Ergotron Inc.
Hewlett - Packard
Human Dynamics, LLP
International Power Machines
Kreiss Enterprises Inc.
Macromedia
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips
Microsoft Corporation
Presentation Services
Regal Rents Inc.
Keith Storey & Christine Jerry-Storey 
Todd-AO/Glen Glenn Studios
Top Design Studio
Universal Studios
Warner Bros
The Westin Bonaventure
Zebra Technologies Corporation
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Douglas Greenberg with Leo Pavlát (right), director of the Jewish 
Museum of Prague, and Milos Pojar (left), head of the Educational 
and Cultural Center of the Museum. Greenberg was in the Czech 
Republic to explore ways to make the Czech collection of 
testimonies available to educators, students, and scholars.

At a moving ceremony chaired by the daughters of 

Holocaust survivors, the Foundation returned twenty 

testimonies given by survivors residing in San Antonio to 

that community.   

More than 150 students, educators, community 

leaders, survivors, their children, and grandchildren 

attended the dedication of the collection, now housed at 

the Holocaust Memorial of San Antonio. 

“I’m very glad that my mother gave her testimony to 

the Shoah Foundation,” said Varda Ratner, event co-chair 

and the daughter of Ilona Haendel, whose testimony is in 

the collection. “It means a lot to both of us that her story 

isn’t lost forever and that something will come of it.”

As a child, Ratner only heard “snippets” about her 

mother’s harrowing wartime experiences. Now, she 

recites the story in vivid detail – from Haendel’s risky 

escape with her own mother from a Nazi death march, 

and the months of hiding that followed in Budapest.

Also participating in the dedication were Sharon 

Greenwald, event co-chair; Rabbi Samuel Stahl, Chair of 

the San Antonio Holocaust Memorial Commission; 

Maxine Cohen, Executive Director of the San Antonio 

Holocaust Memorial; and Steven Klappholz, Vice 

President for Development of the Shoah Foundation. 

Funding for this collection, one of three local collections 

now available for viewing in the United States, was 

provided by the Dalkowitz Foundation.

“The 20 testimonies are a treasure for San Antonio 

and for those who were able to rebuild their lives 

through the hospitality of this community,” said Oscar 

Ehrenberg, whose testimony is included in the collection.

Hungary
With an unprecedented, multi-lingual archive, the 
Shoah Foundation is continually exploring the ways 
that educators around the world can utilize and 
integrate this international resource in their 
classrooms. Towards this goal, Douglas Greenberg 
met with the Education Working Group of The Task 
Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust 
Education, Remembrance, and Research. 

Greenberg led a discussion that focused on the use of 
testimonies in classroom settings, and presented a 
sample lesson created by the Shoah Foundation for 
use in U.S. classrooms. The lesson provided 
testimony, along with other primary source material – 
a combination designed to encourage critical 
thinking, build writing skills, and highlight civics, 
conflict negotiation, and historical analysis.
   
“Our dream is to see educators and policy makers in a 
given country, using Shoah Foundation testimonies in 
that country’s language, to address the most crucial 
issues that face young people in their own 
communities,” said Greenberg.

The Task Force consists of representatives of 
government, as well as governmental and non 
governmental organizations. Its purpose is to place 
political and social leaders’ support behind the need 
for Holocaust education, remembrance and research 
on an international level. The Task Force currently 
consists of sixteen member countries.

˘



Highlights of the 
Shoah Foundation’s First Decade

1994  
One year after Holocaust survivors visit the set of Schindler’s 
List, Steven Spielberg establishes Survivors of the Shoah 
Visual History Foundation as a nonprofit organization. 

The original mission of the Foundation is to record the 
testimonies of 50,000 Holocaust survivors and other 
witnesses around the world before it is too late.

The Foundation’s newly-trained interviewers conduct the 
first interviews, including those of a child survivor, Jewish 
and non-Jewish resistance group members, a war crimes 
trial participant, and a liberator. 

The first regional offices open in New York and Toronto.

1995 
The Foundation collects its 10,000th testimony. 
Interviews conducted this year include the first political 
prisoner, homosexual survivor, and Jehovah’s Witness 
survivor testimonies.

The first multi-national and multi-lingual interviewer training 
session is held in Amsterdam. 

Regional offices open in 16 cities internationally. In 
its first decade, the Foundation establishes 36 such 
regional offices. 

1996 
The Foundation installs a digital computer system with the 
capacity to store 50,000 digitized visual history testimonies. 
The digital indexing of testimonies begins. 

Survivors of the Holocaust – the Foundation’s first 
documentary – is released. 

The United States Government grants one million dollars to 
support the Foundation’s work.

10 Years
1997  
The 25,000th testimony is collected – representing 50 
percent of the Foundation’s collection goal.

The Lost Children of Berlin, the Foundation’s second 
documentary, premieres on the A&E network. 

New York’s Museum of Jewish Heritage incorporates 
Foundation testimonies into its exhibit, A Memorial to     
the Holocaust. 

The Foundation records the first testimony of a survivor of 
Nazi eugenics policies. 

1998 
The 40,000th testimony is collected. The Foundation 
expands it outreach and begins collecting testimonies in 
Italy and Greece.

The Foundation releases its first educational CD-ROM, 
Survivors: Testimonies of the Holocaust, with an 
accompanying study guide.
 
The Last Days, the Foundation’s first theatrical documentary, 
premieres at screenings in New York and Los Angeles. The 
film chronicles the experiences of five Hungarian survivors 
as they return to their hometowns and the sites where they 
lived through the Holocaust.  

The Lost Children of Berlin is honored with the Edward R. 
Murrow Award.

1999 
The Foundation reaches its original goal of collecting 
50,000 testimonies. 

The Last Days receives the Academy Award® for Best 
Documentary Feature. 

The Last Days companion book debuts in English, French, 
and German.

Erinnern für Gegenwart und Zukunft (Remembering for the 
Present and the Future), the Foundation’s German-language 
interactive CD-ROM incorporating the testimony of survivors 
and other witnesses, debuts at the Frankfurt Book Fair.

The Jewish Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina receives 
a collection of testimonies conducted with Bosnian 
Holocaust survivors in Sarajevo.  

The Centre de Documentation Juive Contemporaine in 
Paris is the first institution outside the U.S. to incorporate 
French testimonies from the Foundation’s archive–in its 
“Kristallnacht” exhibit.
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Foundation 

“We hope
to give future 

generations the 
tools to do

what ours has
failed to do:

to abolish
intolerance and 

genocidal violence 
from the human 

landscape.“

– Douglas Greenberg
President and

Chief Executive Officer
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2002 
The Foundation establishes an Education Department to 
explore and expand the use of visual history in educational 
settings. The department is charged with creating 
educational programs and products for classroom use by 
students of all ages, and broadening access to the archive.

Remembering for the Present and the Future (the German-
language interactive CD-ROM) is now available in five 
German states reaching approximately one million students. 

Broken Silence debuts in the United States, airing on five 
consecutive nights on Home Box Office’s Cinemax channel.

The Tapper Research and Testing Center is dedicated – an 
on-site research center that enables researchers, students, 
and educators to conduct independent research in the 
Foundation’s archive.  

The Charleston County Public Library opens a collection of 
Shoah Foundation testimonies containing the interviews of 
28 survivors and witnesses who gave testimony in South 
Carolina. This is the first regional collection available for 
viewing at a public library. 

The Foundation and the Archivio centrale dello Stato (Central 
State Archive) of Italy form a partnership. Three Italian 
archivists travel to Los Angeles to index more than 400 Italian-
language testimonies that will be housed at the State Archive.

2003
The Shoah Foundation completes the indexing of one half 
of the Foundation’s archive, including more than 25,000 
English language testimonies.    

A newly designed, interactive website launches at 
www.vhf.org, providing access to testimonies, searchable 
data, historical context, and educational resources for 
students, educators, and researchers worldwide.

The Foundation partners with the Anti-Defamation League in 
the U.S., and with the Holocaust Educational Trust in the U.K., 
to create multimedia products to meet the needs of the 
many educators with whom these organizations already work.

One Human Spirit, the Foundation’s first educational video 
for classrooms, becomes available to United Learning’s 
22,000 subscriber schools across the United States. 

Racism-Antiracism, the first college course based on the 
Foundation’s visual history testimonies, is offered to 
students at Bárczi Gustáv College in Hungary. 

Algunos que viveron (Some Who Lived), the Broken Silence 
Spanish-language documentary featuring survivors from 
Argentina and Uruguay, is broadcast for the first time in 
both of those countries. Thirty copies of the documentary 
are purchased by the Holocaust Museum in Houston for 
use in local, bilingual schools, and communities – the first 
time that students in the U.S. have widespread exposure to 
the Foundation’s Spanish-language materials.

 Milestones

Students from Giving Voice 
This new educational product  
weaves survivor testimonies with the 
interviews and "video diaries" of 
seven diverse teenagers as they 
examine prejudice and bigotry in 
their own communities and in   
society today. 

For more information, visit            
Films for the Humanities & Sciences 
at www.films.com or call 
1-800-257-5126.

A Chicago student listens to survivor testimonies

2000 
The Foundation completes Broken Silence, a series of five 
one-hour foreign language documentaries representing the 
Holocaust as experienced by survivors from Argentina and 
Uruguay, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Russia. 
Each documentary was directed by an award-winning 
filmmaker native to the country being portrayed.    

Remembering Oswiecim, a video incorporating the 
testimonies of survivors who were part of a thriving Jewish 
community in Oswiecim before the Nazis invaded the town 
and renamed it Auschwitz, is now part of a visitor’s exhibit 
at the Auschwitz Jewish Center.   

The Foundation launches a three-year Pilot Education 
Initiative in the United States to examine the use of Shoah 
Foundation educational materials by teachers and students 
in five public school districts, in California, Virginia, Florida, 
Illinois, and Oregon. 

2001 
The Foundation announces its new mission: To overcome 
prejudice, intolerance, and bigotry – and the suffering they 
cause – through the educational use of the Foundation’s 
visual history testimonies.

The Joods Historisch Museum in Amsterdam partners with 
the Shoah Foundation and opens the first national collection 
of Foundation testimonies. The collection contains more 
than 1,000 testimonies of survivors and other witnesses who 
were born or who have resided in the Netherlands.

Children from the Abyss (                            ), the Broken 
Silence documentary based upon testimonies of child 
survivors, and other witnesses from the former Soviet 
Union, is broadcast in Russia – where Holocaust history is 
rarely taught in schools. 

´
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The Shoah Foundation is approaching its 
10th Anniversary –  completing a decade   
of remarkable achievement. Won’t you  
please consider making a donation to our 
10th Anniversary Fund  to help us continue 
our urgent work into the next decade?  

The envelope in this publication gives you      
a way to support our important mission – to 
overcome prejudice, intolerance, and bigotry 
– and the suffering they cause – through the 
educational use of the Foundation’s visual 
history testimonies.

Creating a more tolerant world is our collective 
responsibility. We need your help to assure 
that the thousands of life histories we have 
recorded will be seen and heard by as many 
people as possible for generations to come. 

Please take a moment to make a donation 
and return it in the enclosed envelope. Your 
gift of any size to commemorate our 10th 
Anniversary  will be greatly appreciated.

"None of your 
children will be able 
to meet a survivor. 
So you have a very 
important mission  
to teach future 
generations through 
the testimony we 
have given." 
– Sidonia Lax, Holocaust survivor,  
   speaking to teens who recently 
    visited the Shoah Foundation




