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Dept. of History, University of Southern California khwang@usc.edu
3520 Trousdale Pkwy. #279 TEL: 213.514.5595; FAX: 213.740.6999

Los Angeles, CA 90089-0034

PERSONAL

Citizenship: United States Year of Birth: 1967
EMPLOYMENT AND AFFILIATIONS

2004 - present  Associate Professor, Department of History, University of Southern California

2009 May Special Visiting Scholar in Korean Studies, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris
2007 - 2008 Director, Korean Studies Institute, USC

2007 - present  Faculty Master, Parkside Arts and Humanities Residential College, USC

2006 - 2008 Book review editor, Journal of Korean Studies

2005 — 2006 Visiting Associate Professor, Department of History & Council on E. Asian Studies, Yale University
1998 - 2004 Assistant Professor, Department of History, USC

2002 Visiting Research Fellow, Institute of Humanities, Chungnam National University, Daejeon, Korea
2001 Junior Research Fellow, Academy of Korean Studies, Seongnam, Korea
1998 Visiting Lecturer, Department of History, University of California at Berkeley

1997 - 1998 Post-Doctoral Fellow, Center for Korean Studies, University of California at Berkeley

EDUCATION
PhD 1997 Harvard University, Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations
AM 1992 Harvard University, Program in Regional Studies--East Asia
BA 1990 Oberlin College. Major: History (European). Minor: German
High Honors; Phi Beta Kappa; Comfort Starr Prize, Outstanding Student in History
PUBLICATIONS
BOOKS

Institution and Ideology: The State in Modern Korea, 1894-1945. Work in progress.

A History of Korea: An Episodic Narrative. Palgrave Macmillan, 2010.

Beyond Birth: Social Status in the Emergence of Modern Korea. Harvard Asia Center, Harvard University Press,
2004.

Contentious Kwangju: The May 18th Uprising in Korea's Past and Present. Co-edited with Gi-Wook Shin.
Rowman & Littlefield, 2003.
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REFEREED ARTICLES

“Nation, State, and the Modern Transformation of Korean Social Structure in the Early Twentieth Century.” History
Compass 5.2 (2007): 330-346 (http://www.blackwell-compass.com/subject/history/section _home?
section=hico-asia).

“Citizenship, Social Equality, and Government Reform: Changes in the Household Registration System in Korea,
1894-1910." Modern Asian Studies 38.2 (May 2004): 355-87.

"From the Dirt to Heaven: Northern Koreans in the Choson and Early Modern Eras," Harvard Journal of Asiatic
Studies 62.1 (June 2002): 135-78.

"Country or State? New Conceptualizations of kukka in the Korean Enlightenment Period, 1896-1910.” Korean
Studies 24 (2000): 1-24.

BOOK CHAPTERS

“Competing Visions of the State in Korea at the Turn of the Twentieth Century,” in Michael Bourdaghs and John
Duncan, eds. Translating Universals—Theory Moves Across Asia. Forthcoming.

“Governmental Growth in the Taechan Cheguk Era: Origins of the Modern Korean State,” in John Duncan, To-
hyung Kim, and Dong-No Kim, eds. Reform and Modernity in the Taechan Empire. Jimoondang, 2007.

"Kwangju: The Historical Watershed," in Contentious Kwangju: The May 18th Uprising in Korea's Past and
Present. Gi-Wook Shin and Kyung Moon Hwang, ed. (Rowman & Littlefield, 2003): 133-41.

REVIEW ARTICLES
Donald Clark, Living Dangerously in Korea: The Western Experience 1900-1950. Journal of Korean Studies v. 12
(2007).

Chéng Yong-hwa, “Munmyong i Chdngch’i: Yu Kilchun gwa keundae Han’guk” (The political ideology of
civilization: Yu Kilchun and modern Korea), The Review of Korean Studies 8.1 (2005.3): 211-16.

S6 Chung-sok, “Han'guk hydndae minjok undong yon'gu --haebang hu minjok kukka kdnsol undong kwa t'ongil
chonson” (The modern Korean nationalist movement--the movement to establish a nation state in the post-
liberation period and the United Front), Journal of Korean Studies 9 (2004): 197-208.

TRANSLATIONS
Pak Myong-nim, Han'guk chénjaeng ili palbal kwa kiwon [Outbreak and Origins of the Korean War], Volume II
(Seoul: Nanam ch'ulp’an, 1996), Chapters 1-7 (pp. 32-396).

Choi Jin Ok, "The Current Status and Contents of Pangmok [state examination rosters]” [Pangmok charyo @i
hydnhwang kwa naeyong],” The Review of Korean Studies 5.1 (June 2002): 265-82.

Chi Sung-jong, “Debates and Issues: The Study of Status Groups in the Choson Period,” The Review of Korean
Studies 4.2 (Dec 2001): 243-63.
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ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS

2011 February

2010 May

2010 April

2009 November

2009 May

2009 May
2009 May

2009 May

2008 October

2008 April

2008 February

2007 November

2007 April

2007 April

2006 December

"Developmentalism and the Korean State in the Early 20th Century," Symposium on Modern
Korean History, Center for Korean Studies, UC-Berkeley

"Citizens through Schools: Perspectives on State Making in Early 20th Century Korea,” Asia-
Pacific Research Center, Stanford University

“Revelations about the Colonial State from the Onyang Household Registers,” Workshop on “The
Modern Transformation of a Korean Locality,” Korean Studies Institute, USC

“On the Genealogies of Morality: The Chokpo in Korean History,” Second Annual Conference of
the International Genealogical Society of Korea, Salt Lake City, UT

"State, Religion, and Secularism in Modern Korea", Institut National des Langues et Civilisations
Orientales (INALCO), Paris

"Developmentalism and Legitimation: The Historical Path in Korea before 1945", EHESS
"Schools, the State, and the Making of the Korean Citizenry" EHESS

"The Emergence of the Modern State in Korea : Questions, Comparisons, and Concepts", Ecole
des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), Paris

“Revolution's Long Latency: Thoughts on Print and Publishing in Pre-20th Century Korea”,

Conference on “Global Print: Comparing with Japan,” East Asia Seminar, USC-Huntington Early
Modern Studies Institute.

“Seo Jaepil’s Social Background in Understanding His Historical Significance,” Symposium on

“The Life and World of Philip Jaisohn,” Sigur Center for Asian Studies, George Washington
University

“Constructions of State and Society in the Late Choson,” Symposium on “The Early Modern in

East Asia: The Challenges of Periodization,” East Asia Seminar, USC-Huntington Early Modern
Studies Institute, USC

“Intra-Korean Reconciliation: A Historical Perspective,” Pomona College Pacific Basin Institute
Symposium, “The Korean Peninsula: Looking Beyond the Six-Party Talks”

“State, Religion, and the Notion of Secularisation in Modern Korea,” Korean Studies Lecture
Series, University of Oxford, England.

“Institution and Ideology: State Development in Korea, 1894-1945,” Biennial Conference of the
Association for Korean Studies in Europe (AKSE), Dourdan, France.

“The Particularities of State Strengthening: Government Innovation from the Late 19t to Early
20t Centuries,” Symposium on “Historical Perspectives on Governmental Innovation in Korea,”

Center for Korean Studies, UCLA.



2006 March

2006 February

2005 May

2005 April

2005 January

2004 June

2004 March

2002 December

2002 October

2002 April

2002 April

2001 December

2000 October

2000 May

1999 April
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“Middle Class Groups and Modern Korea,” Workshop on “Middle Class Groups” (Chusanso) in

Korea and Japan, Center for the Study of Social Stratification and Inequality (CSSI), Graduate
School of Arts and Letters, Tohoku University, Sendai, Japan.

“Slavery and Social Hierarchy in Korea: Comparisons with the American Case,” Gilder-Lehrman
Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition, Yale University.

“Government Growth in the Tachan Cheguk Era: Origins of the Modern Korean State,” Institute of
Korean Studies, Yonsei University, Seoul

“State Growth in Korea— A Comparative Perspective,” Korean Studies Colloquium, University of
British Columbia, Vancouver

“Competing Visions of the State in Korea, 1894-1910,” Conference on “Translating Universals:
Theory Moves Across Asia,” UCLA

“Korean History Teaching in the American University,” Yonsei University Conference, Los
Angeles

“Reflections on State Growth in Early Modern Korea,” Korea Colloquium, Harvard University.

"The Enlightenment Period: Responses," Third International Korean Studies Workshop:
Compilation of English-language Textbooks on Korean History and Culture, Sponsored by Korea

University and BK 21, Seoul, Korea.

"The State in the Localities and the Localities in the State--The Meaning and Form of State
Expansion in Korea at the Turn of the 20th Century," POSCO International Symposium on Korean

Studies: “New Dimensions in Korean Historiography,” Pohang, Korea (in Korean).

"How Did Everyone Become Yangban?" Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting,
Washington DC.

"The Secondary Status Groups of the Choso6n Dynasty and Korean Modernity," East Asian
Institute Colloquium, Columbia University.

"The Secondary Status Groups of the Chosoén Dynasty and Korean Modernity," Colloquium
Series, Asiatic Research Center, Hallym University, Ch'unch'6n; and in Colloquium Series,

Academy of Korean Studies, Seongnam (in Korean).

"The Turn of the 20th Century: Korea's Discovery of the West." Guest lecture at the opening
reception of the exhibit "Land of the Morning Calm: the Western view of Korea, 1741-1960."

Main Library, California State University at Northridge.

"Korean History Scholarship in the United States: An Overview," Humanities Colloquium,
Dong-a University, Pusan (in Korean).

"North Koreans before North Korea,” biennial conference of the Association for Korean Studies in
Europe (AKSE), Hamburg, Germany.
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1999 March "New Conceptualizations of the Kukka ('State') in Korea, 1896-1910,” Association for Asian
Studies annual meeting, Boston, MA.

1998 April "The People of the Northern Regions in the Choson and Early Modern Eras,” Korean Studies
Colloquium, University of California at Berkeley, and at the Korea Colloquium, UCLA.

1998 March "The Rearrangement of Social Hierarchies in Early Modern Korea: A Socio-Cultural

Perspective,” Inter-Cultural Institute of California, San Francisco.

FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS

2009-10 Grant, Advancing Scholarship in the Humanities and Social Sciences (ASHSS), USC
2009-10 Fund for Innovative Undergraduate Teaching, Center for Excellence in Teaching, USC
2009 May Special Visiting Scholar, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), Paris
2007-08 Korea Foundation Advanced Research Grant (full year of research leave)

2003 & 2004 Faculty Research Grant, Center for Religion and Civic Culture, USC

2002, Jan. - July

2001, July - Dec.

Korea Foundation Fellowship, Korea Foundation
Junior Research Fellowship, Academy of Korean Studies, Korea

2001, April Individual Research Grant, James A. Zumberge Research and Innovation Fund, Office
of the Provost, USC (for 2001-2002)

2000, May Innovative Teaching Grant, Center for Excellence in Teaching, University of Southern
California

2000, April Northeast Asia Council (NEAC) of the Association for Asian Studies (AAS), Short-
term Research Travel to Korea Grant

1997 - 1998 Post-doctoral Fellowship, Center for Korean Studies, University of California at
Berkeley

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Member, Program Committee, Association for Asian Studies (2008-10)

Participant, "The Future of Korea-Japan Relations," roundtable organized by the Center for Korean Studies &
Center for Japanese Studies, UCLA, and the East Asian Studies Center and Korean Studies Institute, USC
(Oct. 2010)

Discussant, "Rising Stars in Korean Studies," workshop organized by the Korean Studies Institute, USC (Oct. 2010)

Organizer, Workshop on “The Modern Transformation of a Korean Locality: A Workshop Based on Readings of
Household Registers from Onyang Township, 1911-1977”, USC, Co-sponsored by the USC Korean Studies
Institute and the Naksongdae Institute of Economic Research (April 2010)

Chair, Search Committee, Korean Visual Culture, USC (2008-9)

Member, Search Committee, Korean Literary Studies, USC (2007-8)

Book Review Editor, Journal of Korean Studies (2006-8)

Contributor, editorial pages, Han’guk ilbo (Korea Times), US edition (2007-8)
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Panel chair and discussant, “Modernism and Visuality in Twentieth Century Korea,” Association of Asian Studies
Annual Meeting, San Francisco (April 2006)

Panel discussant, “The Northern Region, Identity, and Culture in Korea,” Harvard University (October 2005)

Speaker, “The Ebb and Flow of Northeast Asia: Korean Division and Unification in Historical Perspective,” Los
Angeles Forum on Korean Reunification (March 2005).

Speaker, “Five Shades of Red: History and Culture in Contemporary Korea,” Fifth Biennial OKSA Conference,
Oberlin College (March 2005).

Speaker, “An Introduction to Korean History,” Korea Conference Preview, USC Alumni Association Board of
Governors (April 2004).

Panel discussant, “The Enlightenment Period,” Fourth Annual International Workshop on the Globalization of
Korean Studies, Honolulu, HI (December 2003).

Panel discussant, Conference on “New Directions in Korean History,” Claremont McKenna College (April 2003)

Speaker, "Korea and Koreans in East Asia," Oasis Westside, Los Angeles, USC Lecture Series, USC Emeriti College
(April 2003).

Panelist, Town Hall Forum on the North Korean Crisis, “Airtalk with Larry Mantle,” KPCC Radio 89.3 FM (March
11,2003).

Commentator, “South Korea’s New President: Will He Take Korea in a New Direction?” Asia Society Forum
(March 3,2003).

Speaker, "Update on Korea," Pierce College, Los Angeles, USC Lecture Series, USC Emeriti College (November
2002).

Speaker, "Scholarship on Korean History in the United States," Institute of Humanities, Chungnam National
University, Taejon, Korea (March 2002) (in Korean).

Speaker, "Nationalist Identity Amidst Globalizing Pressures--the case of Korea, with references to China and Japan."
USC Lecture Series, sponsored by the Park La Brea Residents Association and USC Emeriti College (May
2000).

Guest, "Talk of the City" with Kitty Felde, KPCC radio 89.3 FM, October, 1999.

On-air interviewee, "In Search of History: Forgotten Wars", Van Ness Films, aired on the History Channel (Feb.
1999); "History vs. Hollywood--M*A*S*H", Van Ness, History Channel (January 2001).

Speaker, "The Importance of Korean History in the College Curriculum", presented at the biennial conference of the
Oberlin College Korean Students Association, Oberlin, OH (February 1999).

Organizer, panel on "Korea's Long 19th Century: A Reconsideration," Association for Asian Studies Annual
Meeting, Washington D.C. (April 2002)
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Co-organizer, “Kwangju After Two Decades.” Joint USC-UCLA international conference commemorating the
twentieth anniversary of the Kwangju Uprising (1980). April 20-22, 2000.

Organizer, Southern California Korean Studies Colloquium, 1999-2004.

Technology committee, Dept. of History. Responsible for constructing and maintaining the department's World

Wide Web site, 1999-2001; Programs committee, Dept. of History; Korean Studies Institute, East Asian
Studies Institute, East Asian Library committee, USC.

Referee for U. of Hawaii Press, Harvard U. Press, Houghton Mifflin Company, Journal of Korean Studies, Review of
Korean Studies, Korean Studies

LANGUAGES

Korean, Japanese, Literary Chinese, German

COURSES

History 105g. The Korean Past

History 195. Special Topics in History: Dramatizations in Kor. History; Conflict and Culture in K. History
History 333. Korea--The Modern Transformation

History 404. Seminar in Korean History

History 440. Early Modern World History

History 499. Special Topics: War and Conflict in Korean History
History 540. Studies in Modern East Asian History

ARLT 100g. Conflict and Culture in Korean History

EASC 150g. East Asian Societies

EALC 532. Proseminar in Korean Cultural History

FSEM 40677. The Beatles Albums: A Critical Appraisal



