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MAJOR AREAS OF INTEREST 

International Relations, Comparative Politics, Political Economies of Conflict, Institutions, Politics of 
Disasters, Bargaining Dynamics, Methodology 

EDUCATION 

 Ph.D., Politics and International Relations. 2009. 
 University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California. 

 Dissertation:  “Shaking the Foundations of Violent Civil Conflict: Institutions, Disasters & the  
   Political Economies of State-Rebel Interaction” 

 Committee:  Patrick James (chair), John Odell, Saori Katada, and Peter Gordon (outside reader) 

 M.A., International Political Economy and Development. 2003.  
 Fordham University, Bronx, New York.  

 B.A., Political Science and Economics. 1999, cum laude.  
 University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio. 

OTHER TRAINING  

 Institute for Qualitative and Multi-Method Research. 2007. 
 Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona. 

 Empirical Implications of Theoretical Models. 2006. 
 Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri. 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

 Occidental College. Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Diplomacy & World Affairs. 2009–2010. 

 Occidental College. Lecturer, Department of Diplomacy & World Affairs. 2008–2009. 

 California State University Dominguez Hills. Lecturer, Department of Political Science. 2007–2008.  

 California State University Los Angeles. Lecturer, Department of Political Science. Fall 2007. 

PUBLICATIONS 

ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 

 “The Health of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Regime: Returning to a Multidimensional Evaluation” (with 
Jeffrey Fields), The Nonproliferation Review 16(2): 173–196 (July 2009).  

 “Sequencing Negotiating Partners: Implications for the Two-Level Game?” Negotiation Journal 25(3): 357–
383 (July 2009). 

 “Peace in its Wake? The 2004 Tsunami and Internal Conflict in Indonesia & Sri Lanka,” Journal of Public & 
International Affairs 19: 7–27 (Spring 2008). 
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PEDAGOGICAL CASE STUDIES 

 “Between Promise and Delivery: Relief and Reconstruction after the 2003 Iranian Earthquake,” PEW Case 
#289, Georgetown University Institute for the Study of Diplomacy (2006).

BOOK REVIEWS 

 Review of Eric Helleiner and Andreas Pickel (eds.), Economic Nationalism in a Globalizing World,  
  Political Studies Review 4(1): 102–103 (Spring 2006). 

 Review of John Ravenhill (ed.), Global Political Economy, Political Studies Review 4(1):  
  106–107 (Spring 2006). 

 Review of Mark Beeson (ed.), Contemporary Southeast Asia: Regional Dynamics, National Differences, 
Political Studies Review 3(3): 441 (Fall 2005).  

 Review of See Seng Tan and Amitav Acharya (eds.), Asia-Pacific Security Cooperation: National Interests 
and Regional Order, Political Studies Review 3(3): 443 (Fall 2005). 

UNDER REVIEW & WORKING PAPERS 

 “Institutional Quality in Context: Violent Civil Conflict in the Wake of Natural Disasters” [Working Paper] 

 “Signaling for Support in Intrastate Conflicts” [Working Paper] 

COURSES TAUGHT 

OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE 

 Small Guns, Big Guns: Controlling the Spread of Weapons of War (DWA 261) Fall 2009. 
 The Political Economy of Global Conflict (DWA 295)     Fall 2009, Spring 2009. 
 Challenges of Collective Action (DWA 348)     Fall 2009. 
 International Political Processes (DWA 102)     Spring 2009. 
 Global Disaster Politics (DWA 295.2)      Fall 2008. 
 Environmental Challenges & Transnational Politics (DWA 295.1)   Fall 2008. 

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY DOMINGUEZ HILLS 

 Conflict & Violence (POL 371)       Spring 2008, Fall 2007. 

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY LOS ANGELES 

 Foundations of Comparative Politics (POLS 373)     Fall 2007. 

ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES 

 “Signaling for Audience Support in Intrastate Conflicts,” at the annual meeting of the International Studies 
Association. New York, NY. February 2009.  

 “Institutional Quality in Context: Violent Civil Conflict in the Wake of Natural Disasters,” at the annual 
meeting of the Peace Science Society. Claremont, CA. October 2008. 

 “Shaking the Foundations: The Effects of Disasters and Institutions on Violent Civil Conflict,” at the 
annual meeting of the American Political Science Association. Boston, MA. August 2008. 
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 “Shaking the Foundations of Civil War: Institutions, Earthquakes & the Political Economies of Interaction 
in Post-Tsunami Sri Lanka and Indonesia,” at the annual meeting of the International Studies 
Association. San Francisco, CA. March 2008. 

 “The Sky is Not Falling: Returning to a Nuanced Assessment of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Regime,” 
(with Jeffrey Fields), at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association. San  
Francisco, CA. March 2008. 

 “The Sky is Not Falling: Returning to a Nuanced Assessment of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Regime,” 
(with Jeffrey Fields), at “Where Have All the Weapons Gone? A Conference on Contemporary 
International Security Issues,” Center for International Studies, University of Southern California. Los 
Angeles, CA. March 2007. 

 “Sequencing Negotiating Partners: Implications for the Two-Level Game?” at the annual meeting of the 
International Studies Association. Chicago, IL. March 2007. 

 “Ambivalent Answers to Important Questions: The Relationship between Foreign Aid & Democracy,” at  
  the Center for the Study of Democracy, University of California, Irvine. Irvine, CA. February 2007. 

 “Peace in its Wake? The 2004 Tsunami and Internal Conflict in Indonesia and Sri Lanka,” at the annual  
  meeting of the International Studies Association Western Region. Las Vegas, NV. September 2006. 

 “Testing the Strength of Regional Cooperation: The Asian Financial Crisis as Threat or Opportunity?” 
(with Margaret P. Karns) at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association. Atlanta, 
GA. September 1999. 

 “The Asian Financial Crisis: Testing the Strength of Regionalism,” at the Brother Joseph W. Stander 
Symposium, University of Dayton. Dayton, OH. February 1999. 

INVITED LECTURES & DISCUSSIONS 

 Discussant: “Making Sense of the Southern Thai Conflict,” presentation by Duncan McCargo at the 
Center for International Studies, University of Southern California. Los Angeles, CA. September 2008. 

 Discussant: “Thinking Strategy Beyond the Surge: The Challenge of Iraq for the Next American 
President,” presentation by Douglas A. Borer at the Center for International Studies, University of 
Southern California. Los Angeles, CA. February 2008. 

 Discussant: “Northeast Asia’s Economic and Security Regionalism: Old Constraints and New Prospects,”  
  at the Center for International Studies, University of Southern California. Los Angeles, CA. March 2006. 

 Lecture: “The Asian Financial Crisis & Its Reverberations,” as part of seminar: The Significance of Current 
Developments in Asia for the United States. Margaret P. Karns, instructor. University of Dayton. 
Dayton, OH. March 1999.  

GRANTS AND AWARDS 

COMPETITIVE GRANTS 

 ISA Travel Grant, International Studies Association. February 2009. 

 APSA Travel Grant, American Political Science Association. August 2008. 

 Robert Friedheim Fellowship, School of International Relations, University of Southern California. 
Summer 2006.  

 SIR Research Grant, School of International Relations, University of Southern California. Summer 2005. 
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 Ross & Marjorie Berkes Research Grant, School of International Relations, University of Southern 
California. Summer 2004. 

AWARDS & HONORS 

Selected participant in “Future Professoriate Program,” Center for Excellence in Teaching, University of 
Southern California. 2007–2008. 

Best Paper: “Sequencing Negotiating Partners: Implications for the Two-Level Game?” Center for 
International Studies’ Essay Competition, University of Southern California. 2007. 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE 

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP AND LEADERSHIP  

 Member of American Political Science Association (APSA), International Studies Association (ISA), and 
International Peace Science Society (PSS). 

 Participant in the Active Learning in International Affairs Section (ALIAS) Working Group. Annual 
meeting of the International Studies Association. New York, NY. February 2009. 

 Vice President, Politics and International Relations Graduate Association. Fall 2005–Spring 2006. 

 Mentor Teaching Assistant, TA Training, University of Southern California, College of Arts & Sciences.  
  Summers 2004, 2005. 

EDITING AND EXTERNAL REVIEW 

 Journal referee for International Studies Quarterly, and Journal of Conflict Resolution.  

 Contributing Editor, Journal of Public & International Affairs, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and  
  International Affairs, Princeton University. 2006.  
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 Professor, School of International Relations 
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 (937) 229-3538 
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