JEWISH HOMEGROWN HISTORY:
IMMIGRATION, IDENTITY AND INTERMARRIAGE

A Work in Production by The Labyrinth Project

Jewish Homegrown History: Immigration, Identity and Intermarriage is an interactive cultural history of Jews
in America. It includes both an on-line multimedia archive and a traveling museum installation. The project is
being developed under the direction of The Labyrinth Project, a research initiative on interactive narrative at the

University of Southern California's School of Cinematic Arts.

By relying on our innovative "homegrown history" software, this project enables you to collaborate with
scholars in writing Jewish cultural history. When you answer a simple questionnaire about your own history
and contribute family photographs and home movies, these contributions automatically call up related historical
texts, archival photographs, movies—that contextualize your own materials. By publishing your own histories
through this user-friendly interface, you are able to see the immediate effect of your own digital storytelling on

the public record and the way it enriches, complicates or challenges what is already known.

Thematically, our project explores what successive waves of Jews have contributed to the vibrant diversity of
American culture. It focuses on Jewish immigration trajectories and the kinds of identity issues they have
spawned, requiring immigrants to negotiate rival allegiances to Judaism and America, to the cities they left
behind and the new ones where they settled, and to the kinds of Judaism with which they were affiliated. It also
addresses patterns of intermingling with other ethnic communities encountered within these new locales. By
focusing on these themes of immigration, identity, and intermarriage that recur in all émigré communities in the

USA, the project strives to reach a broad public audience not limited to Jews.

In 2010, a "pilot" exhibition on California will premiere at the Judah L. Magnes Museum in Berkeley, the
Skirball Cultural Center in Los Angeles, and the New Americans Museum in San Diego. Each exhibition will
feature the local region in which it is exhibited while still retaining the national scope of the Jewish experience
in the U.S. and networked global connections to other sites throughout the world. The project demonstrates that
all three contexts—the local, the national, and the global—are "shifters" whose meanings depend on the
location and perspective of the observer. The National Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia
will host the installation in 2012, and The New York Jewish Museum has expressed "serious interest" in being

the primary New York venue.
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The Labyrinth Project's Institutional Partners:

Museum Partners:

Judah L Magnes Museum and Western Jewish History Center, Berkeley
The National Museum of American Jewish History, Philadelphia

The Skirball Cultural Center, Los Angeles

New Americans Museum, San Diego

Autry National Center, Los Angeles

Research Partners

The Huntington-USC Institute on California and the West

The USC Casden Institute for the Study of the Jewish Role in American Life
The USC Center for Religion and Civic Life

The USC Libraries

The USC School of Cinematic Arts

Yeshiva University Museum

PROJECT DIRECTORS:
Marsha Kinder, Project Director, Exec. Director, The Labyrinth Project

Rosemary Comella, Co-director, Creative Director, The Labyrinth Project
William Deverell, Co-director, Director, Huntington-USC Institute on California and the West

Francesco Spagnolo, Co-director, Research Director at the Judah L. Magnes Museum

ADDITIONAL STAFF:
Scott Mahoy, Designer

Tim Stanton, Production Coordinator
Researchers: Meredith Drake, Ava Kahn, Lynn Kronzek, Noah Shenker, Karen Wilson

ADVISORY BOARD:

HISTORIANS AND JEWISH STUDIES SCHOLARS:
William Deverell, USC, Los Angeles

Hasia R. Diner, NYU, New York

Frances Dinkelspiel, Berkeley

Marc Dollinger, SF State College, San Francisco

Ava Kahn, Berkeley

David Kaufman, Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles
Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, NYU, New York
Deborah Dash Moore, U of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Michael Renov, USC, Los Angeles

Fred Rosenbaum, San Francisco
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George Sanchez, USC, Los Angeles
Jonathan D. Sarna, Brandeis, Boston
Jeffrey Shandler, Rutgers, New Jersey
Kevin Starr, USC, Los Angeles

DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKERS AND ARTISTS:
Isaac Artenstein, UC San Diego, San Diego

Alan Berliner, New York

Michelle Citron, Columbia College, Chicago

Peter Forgacs, Budapest

Brody Fox, Occidental College, Los Angeles

Mark Jonathan Harris, USC, Los Angeles

Lynn Littman, Los Angeles

Ruth Weisberg (painter), USC, Los Angeles

MUSEUM CURATORS AND ARCHIVISTS:

Stephen Aron, Autry National Museum, Los Angeles

Alla Efimova, Judah L. Magnes Museum, Berkeley

Gwen Goodman, National Museum of American Jewish History, Philadelphia
Karen Wilson, Autry National Museum, Los Angeles

Edward Kasinec, New York Public Library, New York

Catherine Quinlan, USC Libraries, Los Angeles

Marje Scheutze-Coburn, USC Libraries, Los Angeles

Francesco Spagnolo, Judah L. Magnes Museum, Berkeley

FUNDING SUPPORT:
Casden Institute at USC

Friends of Tel Aviv University

Walter and Elise Haas Fund

National Endowment for the Humanities
Righteous Persons Foundation

School of Cinematic Arts, USC

USC Libraries

If you or anyone you know might be interested in becoming a financial sponsor of this project, please contact

one of the persons listed below.

Marsha Kinder: email address: mkinder@usc.edu  / telephone: (213) 740-5112
Rosemary Comella: email address:_comella@usc.edu / telephone: (213) 740-9722
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