
Why Graduate School?

Getting a Ph.D. is more than just a few years in school.  It has a
real impact  on  the  lives of real people.  From the first years of
your  intellectual  enrichment,  to  writing  a  dissertation  that 
changes our understanding of how nature works, to teaching and
researching what matters to you, becoming a doctor means you
can actively shape the future.  This brochure contains answers to
some  frequently  assome  frequently  asked  questions  about  graduate  school  and 
important information and links to look into if you are interested
in pursuing a Ph.D.

Though you may be a freshman or sophomore, you’re likely think-
ing already  about  what  you’ll  do after  you  graduate  from  USC.  
While  options like law  school, business  school, or medical  school
may  sound familiar,  a possibility you may  not have  thought about
is eais earning  a  Ph.D.  Perhaps  you’ve taken  a  course that  you  really
loved, worked  on  a  research  project that sparked your  interest, or
would  like to  make a career of studying and  teaching  in a field of
your choice -- if so, earning a doctorate degree may be for you!

The primary focus for most students is finding out what you want 
to study.  In some fields, you will perform a series of laboratory 
rotations to determine the area of research you find most interesting.

You will take courses, perform research, and work with your advisor 
to develop your dissertation project.

You will take your qualifying examination no later than this year, 
and almost all oand almost all of your time will be devoted to research on your 
dissertation topic.

Throughout your graduate career, you will attend local, national, and 
international scientific meetings.  As you continue to do research, you 
will likely be presenting your work at these conferences, and writing 
up your work for publication in peer-reviewed journals.

By this time, you’ve taught a few classes, published some of your 
researresearch, and are writing your dissertation.  You’re almost done and 
you’re ready to explore the job and postdoctoral fellowship market.

 How long does it take?

 What should I expect each year?

No matter what your professional goals and research interests, there 
is likely to be a group of like-minded intellectuals with whom you can 
share your thoughts.

Graduate schools want you to take your time, but they also want you to
start your career.  Most programs take about 5-7 years. 

What do people study in Grad School?

How will I pay for Grad School?
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