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 Technical Report 
 
“Aspiring Americans: Undocumented Youth Leaders in California” draws upon data from the California 
Young Adult Study (CYAS). The CYAS explores the postsecondary school educational attainment, 
employment, and civic engagement of California’s diverse young adult population.  The study is 
attentive to how students’ experiences vary depending on their socioeconomic and demographic 
background.  A primary goal of this study is to identify social inequalities and institutional resources that 
might ameliorate them.  The CYAS is part of a larger study, Pathways to Postsecondary Success, 
conducted by UC ACCORD (University of California All Campus Consortium on Research for Diversity). 
 
This policy brief relies on data from the CYAS Immigrant Youth Web Survey and the CYAS Random 
Sample Telephone Survey.  This document summarizes the survey methodologies and list relevant 
survey questions and descriptive statistics. 
 
 
CYAS Immigrant Youth Web Survey.  The web survey was conducted with immigrant members of  
AB540/immigrant youth organizations affiliated with the California Dream Network and the California 
Dream Team Alliance.  The memberships of affiliated organizations consist of California community 
college students, four-year college students, out-of-school youth, and their allies who are working on 
immigrant rights issues.  
 
Survey responses were collected from August 2011 through January 2012. The web survey was sent out 
over the listservs of the CA Dream Network and members of the CA Dream Team Alliance inviting 
current immigrant members ages 18 -30 to participate. Participants were entered into drawings to win 
$15 and $30 gift cards.  The web survey questionnaire contains many of the questions found on the 
CYAS Random Sample Telephone Survey described below.    
 
The final data set contains 503 respondents, and excludes observations with significant missing data and 
for which organizational membership could not be verified.  The data set includes responses from 410 
likely undocumented youth who reported that they were neither citizens nor permanent legal residents.   
Undocumented respondents averaged 21.3 years of age; less than 5% were over the age of 26. 
 
The CYAS Immigrant Youth Web Survey was conducted in collaboration with the Media Activism and 
Participatory Politics (MAPP) Project, which is part of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Research 
Network on Youth and Participatory Politics (YPP).  MAPP is housed within Civic Paths at the Annenberg 
School for Communication and Journalism at USC. 
 
 



CYAS Random Sample Telephone Survey. The CYAS includes telephone survey data collected through 
landline telephone and cell phone interviews with 2,200 randomly selected youth, ages 18 through 26, 
who attended school in California at any point before the age of 17. Adult immigrants and foreign 
college students were excluded from the study in order to ensure that respondents in our sample had 
the possibility for exposure to educational programs and resources available to adolescents in California. 
The survey was administered in English and Spanish from April to August 2011 by the California State 
University Fullerton Social Science Research Center. Phone interviewers used Computer Assisted 
Telephone Interviewing (CATI) software in order to easily navigate skip patterns. Telephone surveys 
lasted an average of 25 minutes. Survey respondents received a $30 gift card for participating. Potential 
study participants were called up to 36 times in order to secure their participation. 
 
The survey sample was drawn by a Research Triangle Institute consultant using a dual frame design of 
landline and cell phone numbers.  The sampling process accounted for people who have only landline 
telephones, only cell phones, and both landlines and cell phones.  A two-stage cluster sampling method 
was implemented for the landline sample.  During the first stage, a set of households using random digit 
dial (RDD) telephone sampling was selected.  During the second stage, one age-eligible young adult was 
selected from each household.  If there was only one age-eligible young adult in the household, then 
that young adult was selected.  If there was more than one, then the young adult with the most recent 
birthday was selected.   
 
The study included a sizeable sample of youth from low-income backgrounds.  We oversampled landline 
numbers from homes in census tracts at or below the 20th percentile for median household income in 
California.  Telephone numbers were purchased through Marketing Systems Group, a contractor that 
provides samples with a high percentage of working numbers and a wide geographic coverage.   
 
The cell phone sample was drawn using a RDD one-stage sampling method because cell phones are 
primarily used by individuals rather than households.  
 
Both landline and cell phone samples were monitored while the survey was in the field in order to 
ensure the efficiency of the samples for the four strata: 1. high status; 2. low status; 3. landline; and 4. 
cell phone.  The response rates for the cell phone and landline samples were 56.1% and 58.5%, 
respectively.   
 
We used sampling weights in analyses to create population estimates.  Sampling weights account for the 
sampling frame, household size, oversampling of low-income respondents, number of phone lines per 
household, and non-response. The 2010 American Community Survey data were used to calculate 
weights that account for non-response.   
 
Weighted estimates indicate that the study population of 18-26 year olds is approximately 44% Latino, 
35% White, 11% Asian-Pacific Islander, and 10% African-American/Other.  Respondents average 21.3 
years of age.  Over two-fifths of respondents come from low-income backgrounds, measured by their 
eligibility for free or reduced-cost lunch during adolescence (or that their families received public 
assistance while they were in high school). 
 
 
 

 



CA YOUNG ADULT STUDY  
IMMIGRANT YOUTH SURVEY   -  Fall 2011 / Winter 2011-12 

QUESTIONS RELEVANT TO THE ASPIRING AMERICANS REPORT 
 

SURVEY SCREENING QUESTIONS 

SCREEN1 Are you between the ages of 18-30?  
     1. YES       

 2. NO  [TERMINATE SURVEY]     
 

USBORN Were you born in the United States?   
1. YES  [TERMINATE SURVEY]     
2. NO      

 
SCREENCDN Are you a current member of a club or organization that focuses on undocumented youth or AB  

540 students?  
1. YES       

  2. NO  [TERMINATE SURVEY]      
 

HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION AND EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 

GPA What kind of grades did you get in high school? 
1.      Mostly D’s or lower  
2.      Mostly C’s or D’s 
3.      Mostly C’s 
4.      Mostly B’s or C’s 
5.      Mostly B’s 
6.      Mostly A’s or B’s 
7.      Mostly A’s 

 
LUNCH  Were you eligible for free or reduced lunch while you were in high school?  

1. YES       
2. NO           

 

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 

PSE   Have you attended school since leaving or finishing high school?  
1. YES       
2. NO           

 
DIFFIC Has paying for school caused financial difficulties for you and your family? 

1. YES       
2. NO           

 
EXPECT  What is the highest level of education that you realistically expect to complete?  

0. LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL 
1. HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA/GED      
2.  VOCATIONAL CERTIFICATE, SPECIFY FIELD>___________ 
3. AA DEGREE      
4. BACHELOR’S DEGREE     



5. MASTERS/PROFESSIONAL DEGREE/JD   
6. PH.D./MD/EDD/DOCTORATE 

  
 

INSURANCE AND EMPLOYMENT EXPECTATIONS 

INSJOB  Are you covered by employer-provided health insurance? 
1. YES  [SKIP TO JEXPECT] 
2. NO     

  
INS  Do you currently have health insurance?  

1. YES       
2. NO           

 
JEXPECT What is the job or occupation that you plan to have by the age of 30?  

 (Text-field) 
 

REQ4 Does this job require you to have a four year college degree? 
1. YES       
2. NO           

 

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT QUESTIONS 

VOLUNT In the last 12 months, have you participated in any community service or volunteer work, that is, 
worked without pay?   
1. YES       
2. NO           

 
POL Please indicate whether you done any of the following in the last 12 months: 

a. Worked with others on an issue that affects your community?     1.  YES  2. NO 
b. Shared your perspective on a social or political issue on the Internet, including emails, blogs, 

or social networking sites?  1. YES  2. NO 
c. Taken part in a march, rally, protest or demonstration? 1. YES  2. NO 
  

POL2 Below is a list of statements. Please check whether you strongly disagree, somewhat disagree, 
somewhat agree, or strongly agree with each.    
a.   There are issues in your community or broader society that you care deeply about. 
b.   You can make a difference in the community or broader society. 
c.   You feel connected to others who are working to improve society. 
d.   In the United States, everyone has an equal chance to succeed.   

1. STRONGLY DISAGREE 
2. SOMEWHAT DISAGREE 
3. SOMEWHAT AGREE 
4. STRONGLY AGREE 
 
 
 
 
 



DEMOGRAPHIC, HOUSEHOLD, AND FAMILY BACKGROUND QUESTIONS 

UTILITY In the past 12 months, was there a time when your household was  unable to pay the utility 
expenses (for example, the full amount of a gas, electricity, or water bill)   due to financial 
hardship?  

  1. Yes, I/we had trouble paying for utilities   
2. No, I/we did not have trouble paying for utilities 

AGE  In what year and month were you born?  
   Year: (Drop-down list starting with 1970) 
   Month: (Drop-down list – after year is selected) 
 
GENDER       What is your gender? 

1.   Male 
2.   Female 
3.   Other (Please Specify) 
  

CNTRY  In what country were you born? 
 1. Mexico  
 2. El Salvador 

3. Guatemala 
4. China 
5. Taiwan 
6. South Korea 
7. Vietnam 
9. Philippines 
10. Russia 
11. Other (Please Specify):_______________ 

 
 
YRSUSA  How many years have you lived in the United States?              (Drop-down list) 
 
 
 STATUS What is your current immigration status? 

1. U.S. CITIZEN 
2. LEGAL PERMANENT RESIDENT 
3. OTHER  

 

 
  



CA YOUNG ADULT STUDY   
RANDOM DIGIT DIALING TELEPHONE SURVEY-2011 

QUESTIONS RELEVANT TO THE ASPIRING AMERICANS REPORT 
 

SURVEY SCREENING QUESTIONS 

SCREEN1a May I confirm that you are between the ages of 18 and 26?  
  1. YES      [CONTINUE] 
  2. NO      [TERMINATE SURVEY] 
 
SCREEN2 Do you currently live in California? [IF NEEDED: Do you consider California your home?] 
  1. YES      [CONTINUE] 
  2. NO      [TERMINATE SURVEY] 
 
SCREEN3 Did you attend school in California before the age of 17?  
  1. YES      [CONTINUE] 
  2. NO      [TERMINATE SURVEY] 
 
AGEMO  In what month and year were you born?    
  1. ENTER BIRTH MONTH 
  2.  ENTER BIRTH YEAR  

   
 

HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION AND EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 

HSGRADE Considering grade school and high school, what was the highest grade you completed? 
1. LESS THAN 6TH GRADE  
2. 6TH GRADE   
3. 7TH GRADE   
4. 8TH GRADE 
5. 9TH GRADE 
6. 10TH GRADE 
7. 11TH GRADE 
8. 12TH GRADE   
77. DON’T KNOW 
99. REFUSED 

 
GPA What kind of grades did you get/are you getting in high school?  Would you say?  

1. Mostly Ds or lower 
2. Mostly Cs or Ds 
3. Mostly Cs 
4. Mostly Bs or Cs 
5. Mostly Bs 
6. Mostly As or Bs 
7. Mostly As 
 
 
 
 



[ASK IF HIGHEST GRADE COMPLETED IS LESS THAN 9TH GRADE] 
MSLUNCH While in middle school were you ever eligible for free or reduced lunch? 

 1. YES         
 2. NO     [SKIP TO PUBASHS] 
 
[ASK IF ATTENDED GRADE 9 OR HIGHER] 
LUNCH  While in high school were you ever eligible for free or reduced lunch? 

 1. YES     [SKIP PUBAHS]   
 2. NO     [CONTINUE] 
 
PUBASHS While you were in high school/between the ages of 14-17,  was there ever a time when your 

parents or guardians received any form of public assistance from the government like 
CALWORKS, public housing, Section 8 housing, MediCal, or food stamps? 
1. YES    
2. NO    
 

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 

PSE   Have you attended school since finishing (leaving) high/grade school?  
1. YES        
2. NO         

 
DIFFIC  How difficult has it been for you and your family to pay for your schooling?  Would you say…  

1. Very difficult 
2. Somewhat difficult or 
3. Not at all difficult 

 
EXPECT What is the highest level of education that you realistically expect to complete?  

0. NONE 
1. HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA/GED      
2.  VOCATIONAL CERTIFICATE, SPECIFY FIELD> 
3. AA DEGREE      
4. BACHELOR’S DEGREE     
5. MASTERS/PROFESSIONAL DEGREE/JD   
6. PH.D./MD/EDD/DOCTORATE 

 7. DON’T KNOW 
 9. REFUSED 

 
 

HEALTH INSURANCE AND EMPLOYMENT EXPECTATIONS 

INSJOB  Are you covered by employer-provided health insurance? 
  1. YES      [SKIP INS]   
  2. NO      [CONTINUE] 
 
INS  Do you currently have health insurance?  
  1. YES 
  2. NO 
 



JEXPECT What is the job or occupation that you plan to have by the age of 30?  
 (Text-field) 
 

REQ4 Does this job require you to have a four year college degree? 
  1. YES     
  2. NO 

 

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT QUESTIONS 

VOLUNT In the last 12 months, have you participated in any community service or volunteer work, that is, 
worked without pay?   
1. YES         
2. NO         

      
 

POL Please tell me whether or not you have done any of the following in the last 12 months: 
a. Worked with others on an issue that affects your community?    
b. Shared your perspective on a social or political issue on the Internet, including emails, 

blogs, or social networking sites? 
c. Taken part in a march, rally, protest or demonstration? 
d. Voted in the November 2010 election [IF ANS=1, SKIP TO POL2a] 

  1. YES 
2.           NO 

 
POL2 Now I’m going to read a series of statements.  Please tell me if you strongly disagree, somewhat 

disagree, somewhat agree, or strongly agree with each.    
a. There are issues in your community or broader society that you care deeply about. 
b. You can make a difference in the community or broader society. 
c. You feel connected to others who are working to improve society. 
d. In the United States, everyone has an equal chance to succeed.   

 
1. STRONGLY DISAGREE 
2. SOMEWHAT DISAGREE 
3. SOMEWHAT AGREE 
4. STRONGLY AGREE 
7.    DON’T KNOW 
9.    REFUSED 

  



DEMOGRAPHIC, HOUSEHOLD, AND FAMILY BACKGROUND QUESTIONS 

UTILITY In the past 12 months, was there a time when your household was unable to pay utility 
expenses (for example, the full amount of a gas, electricity, or water bill) because of financial 
hardship?  

 1. YES   
 2. NO  

 
USBORN Were you born in the United States?   
  1. YES    [SKIP IMMIGRATION QUESTIONS]   

 2. NO  
 
CNTRY In what country were you born? 
 1. MEXICO  
 2. EL SALVADOR 
 3. GUATEMALA 
 4. CHINA  
 5. TAIWAN    
 6. KOREA 
 7. VIETNAM 
 8. PHILIPPINES 
 9. RUSSIA 
 10. OTHER, SPECIFY> 
 
YRSUSA How old were you when you moved to the United States?  
 
  SPECIFY AGE ______ 
 
CITZN Are you a U.S. Citizen?  

1. YES      [SKIP LPR] 
2. NO  [CONTINUE] 

 
LPR  Are you a permanent resident with a green card?  

1. YES   
2. NO 
 

GENDER       What is your gender? 
1.    Male 
2.    Female 
3.    Other (Please Specify) 
 

  



Aspiring Americans 

California Young Adult Study Survey Results 

 
Undocumented Youth 

 
General Population* 

Average Age 21.3 
 

21.3 

    Gender 
  

    Male 42% 
 

52% 

   Female 58% 
 

48% 

    Age Upon Arrival to the U.S. 
  

    0 – 5 54% 
 

8% 

   6 – 11 31% 
 

4% 

   12- 17 15% 
 

4% 

   18 or older 1% 
 

0% 

   Born in the U.S. 0% 
 

84% 

    Region of Birth 
  

    USA 0% 
 

84% 

   Mexico 81% 
 

8% 

   Central America 6% 
 

2% 

   South America 6% 
 

0% 

   Asia/Pacific Islands 7% 
 

3% 

   Other 1% 
 

2% 

    Undocumented (Not Citizen nor Legal Permanent Resident) 100% 
 

3% 

    Academic Achievement and Aspirations 
  

    Enrolled in Postsecondary Education 95% 
 

79% 

   Received Mostly A's or A’s & B's in high school 73% 
 

47% 

   Expects a BA degree or more 99% 
 

76% 

   Expects job that requires BA degree by age 30 89% 
 

60% 

    Civic Engagement 
  

    Volunteered within the last year 88% 
 

46% 

   Involved in a community issue 82% 
 

27% 

   Strongly agrees that he/she can make  a difference 72% 
 

42% 

    Financial Hardship 
  

    Low-income while in secondary school 89% 
 

    38% ** 

   Difficulty paying utility bills 68% 
 

19% 

   Does not possess healthcare 74% 
 

26% 

   Difficulty paying for school 91% 
 

68% 

    Sample Size 410   2200 

*Weighted statistics   **Includes individuals whose families received public assistance. 
 


