
The larger project on which the presentation will be based concerns immigration detention. Im-

migration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)  operates the  largest  detention  and  supervised 

release program in the United States.  In 2011, for example, over 400,000 immigrants were 

held in 250 detention centers around the country, at a cost of more than $2 billion.  Despite the 

vast magnitude and cost of this program and its potential  impact  on  immigrants and their 

families, little is known about this phenomenon and the population affected by it.  This study 

empirically  investigates,  for  the  first  time,  three  important  questions  about  long-term  

immigration detention and release processes in the United States: (1)  What are the social,  

economic, legal, and health consequences of long-term detention on immigrants, their families, 

and their communities?  (2) What  is  the  nature  of  bond  hearings  available  to long-term 

immigrant detainees, and how do the detainees and their families experience and navigate this 

legal process? (3) What is the feasibility of applying methodological innovations in research 

on incarceration/reentry to a longitudinal study of difficult-to-reach immigrant popula-

tions?   This study  will  produce  policy-relevant knowledge  that  will advance research on 

immigration detention, law and inequality, and longitudinal survey methods. 
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Emily Ryo joined USC in the fall of 2013 as an assistant professor of law and sociology. She earned a J.D. from Harvard Law 
School and a Ph.D. in sociology from Stanford University.  She served as a law clerk to the Honorable M. Margaret McKeown 
of the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  Prior to entering graduate school, she practiced law at Cleary, 
Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton.  She employs a variety of legal and empirical methods in her work to examine issues in interna-
tional migration, poverty and inequality, race relations, criminal justice, and the sociology of law. 


