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DEPARTMENT OF SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE 
Spanish and Portuguese Language Programs 

Spring 2014 - SPAN 240: Spanish IV 
 
Program Information:   http://dornsife.usc.edu/spanprog 
Blackboard:    http://blackboard.usc.edu 
Textbook Website:   http://vistahigherlearning.com/educators/secondary/taller-de-escritores.html 
Textbook Supersite:  https://www.vhlcentral.com/ 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Welcome to the fourth semester of Spanish language study at USC. Spanish 240 is a course for students completing a 
four-semester language requirement or those who would like to prepare themselves for a major or minor in Spanish. In 
Spanish 240, students will be exposed to various fiction and non-fiction readings, learn new vocabulary, review and 
expand on grammatical structures, and improve their spelling and punctuation. The course will also allow them to 
continue developing their speaking skills through oral presentations and class discussions, to attain an increased 
awareness of and cultural sensitivity to the Spanish language, and to gain knowledge of some social and historical aspects 
of the Spanish-speaking world. 
 
 
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIAL 
Textbook: Bleichmar, G., & Cañón, P. (2012). Taller de escritores: Grammar and Composition. Boston: Vista Higher Learning. 
ISBN: 1617672057. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
• Last day to drop a class without a mark of “W”    January 31, 2014 
• Last day to drop a class with a mark of “W”    April 11, 2014  

FINAL EXAM: Saturday, May 10, 2:00-4:00 p.m.; LOCATION TBA 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
USC seeks to maintain an optimal learning environment. General principles of academic honesty include the concept of 
respect for the intellectual property of others, the expectation that individual work will be submitted unless otherwise 
allowed by an instructor, and the obligations both to protect one’s own academic work from misuse by others as well as 
to avoid using another’s work as one’s own. All students are expected to understand and abide by these principles. 
Scampus, the Student Guidebook, contains the Student Conduct Code in Section 11.00, while the recommended 
sanctions are located in Appendix A: http://www.usc.edu/dept/publications/SCAMPUS/gov/. Students will be referred 
to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs and Community Standards for further review, should there be any suspicion of 
academic dishonesty. The Review process can be found at: http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/SJACS/. 

The Language Program supports and follows the Student Conduct Code in the Scampus. Please familiarize 
yourself with this code as it governs acceptable classroom behavior, describes what constitutes cheating or plagiarism, 
and defines the procedure for responding to code violations. For the purposes of the Language Program, every task 
assigned by an instructor is an individual assignment unless specifically, stated otherwise. There may be no collaboration 
amongst students, nor collaboration with tutors in the completion of assignments. See the Statement on Academic 
Integrity for more specific information. Language Program instructors are required to report all acts of suspected 
academic dishonesty to Student Judicial Affairs and Community Standards (SJACS). 

In order to have a classroom environment conducive to learning and free of distractions, we ask that you turn 
your cell phones to silent or vibrate (or off) prior to entering your Spanish class. You are allowed to use your laptop or 
tablet during your regular classes and some exams. Your instructor will provide you with more information about 
appropriate times to use your laptop or tablet. In addition, you may not take out any devices during examinations or it 
will be considered an attempt to gain an unfair academic advantage and you will be referred to SJACS.  
 
 

ACCOMODATION IN THE LANGUAGE PROGRAM: DSP 
Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability is required to register with Disability Services and 
Programs (DSP) each semester. A letter of verification for approved accommodations can be obtained from DSP. Please 
present your letter of accommodation to your instructor as early in the semester as possible, preferably during the first 
week of classes. Arrangements for accommodations for chapter exams are done individually with your instructor. 
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Requests for accommodations for final exams require the DSP test proctoring form, signed by the student and the 
professor and submitted to DSP by the student, two weeks prior to the beginning of the final exam period. DSP is 
located in STU 301 and is open 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. The phone number for DSP is (213) 740-
0776.  
 
CONTACT WITH INSTRUCTORS 
Your first contact is your instructor who may be reached through email, by telephone, or in person during office hours or 
by appointment. You can find contact information for the Program and the faculty on the Language Program page of the 
Department of Spanish and Portuguese (http://dornsife.usc.edu/spanish/faculty/). 

The Director of the Spanish and Portuguese Language Programs, Dr. Gabriela C. Zapata, is also available to 
assist you via email (gzapata@usc.edu), phone (213-821-2201), or in person (THH 156N). Her walk-in office hours are 
Mondays and Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and Thursdays, 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 
COURSE EVALUATION 
The evaluation system is based on students’ ability to participate actively and effectively in a wide variety of language 
related activities both in and out of the classroom. This entails a kind of apprenticeship into the language and progress is 
a result of the students’ own efforts. A strategy of continuous application and fulfillment of course requirements will 
enable students to exercise a great deal of direct control over their final grade for this course.  
 
 
SUMMARY OF DISTRIBUTION OF GRADES 
 
EVALUATION PROCEDURES % 
Assignments (3) 12  
Quizzes (6) 18 
Oral Presentations (3) 15 
Compositions (6) 25 
Participation 10 
Final Exam 20 
Total 100 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADING SYSTEM 

 
 

PERCENTAGES 
 

LETTER GRADE 

 93-100          A 

90-92 A- 

87-89 B+ 

83-86           B 

80-82 B- 

77-79 C+ 

73-76           C 

70-72              70-72 C- 

67-69  D+ 

63-66 D 

60-62  D- 

         0-59 F 

 
 
EXPLANATION OF EVALUATION PROCEDURES 
1. Make Up Policy 
Be aware that the Language Program has a Make Up Policy, and that all course work responds to it. This means that in 
order to make up any work (specific assignments, exams, etc.) that you miss, you must present valid, original 
documentation to your instructor.  

General university policy states that students who can verify that they were prevented from completing 
assignments due to illness or religious holidays are permitted to make up the work they missed. Students who miss class 
because of their performance in university-sponsored events, such as athletic competitions, fine-arts performances, 
ROTC activities, etc. are also allowed to make up the work they missed. The other valid reason for making up work is a 
death in the immediate family. 
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Personal reasons for missing class cannot be excused. These include personal trips to attend 
university-sponsored events as a spectator, to visit family, to attend weddings (and the like), to attend court 
(except for jury duty), and other personal reasons, even when plane tickets have been purchased. To make up 
missed class work, consult your instructor. Give your instructor the original of your excuse, who will verify it 
and attach it (or a copy of it) to the grade sheet. 
 

COURSE WORK 
In order to assist you, we have summarized below the different components of the Spanish courses. If after reading these 
sections, you have questions about your course, please be sure to ask your instructor. 
 

1. Attendance Policy 
Given that the classroom is your primary source of Spanish, absences (excused or not) hinder your ability to 

cultivate your Spanish language proficiency. Each student is allowed 4 unexcused absences for the entire term. 
Note that if you are taking a two-hour class (MW or TTh classes), and you are absent for the two class hours, 
one absence will be counted for each hour you’re not in class. This means that if you’re not present for any of 
the two hours of class, you will get 2 absences. Two percent (2%) will be deducted from the student’s final 
course grade total for each unexcused absence beyond the allotted 4. Also, any unexcused absence will result in a 
grade of ZERO for the “participation” component on each day (or hour) absent, as well as, a grade of ZERO 
will be given for any exams, assignments, or participation grade sheets that are not handed in or completed as a result of 
an unexcused absence.   

Students must provide original documentation for all valid absences. For illness, a medical excuse from a 
doctor or other appropriate health-care provider is required and is subject to confirmation. Students using the 
University Park Health Center should have a valid release on file at the UPHC with their instructor’s name on it. For 
university-sponsored events, an original memo from the appropriate advisor must be provided. Documentation from a 
newspaper, funeral, memorial service, etc., must be provided in the event of absence due to a death in the immediate 
family.  
 

2. Assignments (Tarea) 
The assignments consist of grammar exercises, reading, writing, and/or cultural activities as described by your professor 
that are completed outside of class as individual tasks. If a given task is a collaborative effort, your professor will indicate 
this to you.  

There are several assignments over the course of the semester. They will be composed of multiple activities 
assigned by your professor. They will be graded on a percentage basis, and will be due on the date indicated by your 
professor and no late work will be accepted. No assignments will be dropped in the calculation of your course 
grade. 
 

3. Grammar Quizzes (Pruebas) 
The quizzes are written, in-class assessments of your learning of the material assigned and discussed in class. They may 
contain any of the material covered in or outside of class. The tests may take any of several forms, including, but not 
limited to: matching, fill in the blanks, short answers, or essays. The tests will be scored on a percentage basis. No tests 
will be dropped in the calculation of your course grade. 
 
4. Oral Presentations 
These are either individual or group presentations on topics assigned by your professor. They will require some research 
and preparation, and will normally involve a PowerPoint presentation. Do not use and read text in your presentations; 
you may, however, use bullets. The presentation, while prepared, is NOT to be read. There will be two presentations over 
the course of the semester. Your grade will be based on the quality and quantity of the information presented, the manner 
in which it was presented (graphic, linguistic, extemporaneous), and your ability to engage your classmates and respond to 
their questions. You will be expected to pay attention to your classmates’ presentations and ask them questions, as well. 
No presentations will be dropped in the calculation of your course grade.  
 
5. Compositions 
You will have multiple writing assignments this semester. These will be written outside of the classroom and will not 
normally exceed two pages in length. You will be expected to review and proof your work before handing it in. A 
significant emphasis will be placed on improving your writing style to make it more coherent and cohesive. There will be 
no re-writes. You will have many writing assignments, which will allow you to demonstrate your increasing writing 
capacity without re-writes. No writing assignments will be dropped in the calculation of your course grade. See the 
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evaluation criteria below.  
 
6. Participation 
Participation consists of the assessment of the quality of the student’s contributions to the class and language learning. 
Participation is not an attendance grade, but rather a measure of each student’s language learning activity. If you appear 
not to be prepared (e.g., if you haven’t completed the exercises assigned on the schedule and/or the previous class), your 
grade will reflect this. If you are prepared and do not participate, your grade will suffer similarly. We expect that all 
students will engage in the course in ways that will advance language learning. 

Participation will be evaluated through the level of preparation; discussions of readings and textbook exercises, 
etc.; participation in oral activities; contributions to pair and small group work; and use of Spanish as the language of 
communication in the classroom. You are expected to use Spanish to communicate with your fellow students and 
instructor at all times during your class (except when discussing your grades or any administrative matters related to your 
class). If you are absent and excused, you will earn the average of your performance for participation. You may consult 
with your instructor about your participation throughout the semester. Your participation grades will be posted on 
Blackboard in weeks 3, 7, 11, and 15. 
 
7. Final Exam 
The final exam consists of three sections: grammar, vocabulary, and essay, and it is designed to assess your knowledge of 
the vocabulary, grammar, orthography, and punctuation covered throughout the semester. For the essay, you will be 
expected to read the prompt and write a two-page long composition. The final exam is comprehensive. You are not 
allowed to use any texts, dictionaries, translators, and the like during the exam, and you will not receive any help from the 
faculty administering the exam. 
 
RESOURCES 
Study abroad programs 
The Department of Spanish and Portuguese offers several options for study abroad Spanish courses. We encourage you 
to visit these pages to learn more about our programs: http://dornsife.usc.edu/spanish/about/index.html and 
http://dornsife.usc.edu/overseas-studies/ 
 
TEMARIO/SCHEDULE 
- The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the schedule (excluding exams dates) if he/she deems it 
pedagogically appropriate. 
- The student is responsible for the notes/material from any classes missed. 
- Remember to bring your material to class every day. You are responsible for all the material assigned that is listed on 
each day, and you are expected to complete ALL assigned activities listed on the schedule or any assigned by the 
instructor BEFORE you come to class. Late assignments will receive a grade of ZERO. 
 

 
Week/Date: Content  

Week 1: 
13-16 January  
 
Introducción al 
curso 
Lección 1: La 
descripción 
 

• Introducción al curso. Introducción a Blackboard. 
• Lección 1: La descripción 

• Lectura: Platero y yo 
• Léxico: Descripción. Expresiones de percepción sensorial.  
• Estructuras: El presente. Ser y estar. Preposiciones. Adjetivos.  
• Taller de escritura: La descripción de lugares y objetos. La descripción de personas   

 
 

Week 02: 
20-23 January  
Jan 20: Martin 
Luther King’s 
Day 
 
Lección 1: La 
descripción 

• Lección 1: La descripción 
• Estructuras: El presente. Ser y estar.  
• Ortografía y puntuación. 
• Taller de escritura: La comparación 
• Prueba 1: Lección 1 (léxico, estructuras, ortografía y puntuación).   
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Week 03: 
27-30 January  
 
Lección 2: La 
Narración 
 

• Entregar la composición 1: Descripción y comparación. 
• Lección 2: La Narración 

• Lectura: La siesta del martes 
• Léxico: Ser, estar, haber, hacer, ir y venir. Expresiones de tiempo. 
• Estructuras: Pretérito e imperfecto.  
• Taller de escritura: La narración de un evento. El relato periodístico.  

 
Nota de participación #1 

Week 04: 
3-6 February  
 
Lección 2: La 
Narración 
 

• Lección 2: La Narración 
• Estructuras: Clausulas adjetivales. 
• Ortografía y puntuación. (excepto p. 55-57, la raya, las comillas, paréntesis y corchetes) 
• Taller de escritura: Carta de opinión. 

 

Week 05: 
10-13 February  

• Entregar la composición 2: La narración. 
• Prueba 2: Lección 2 (léxico, estructuras, ortografía y puntuación)  
• Lección 3: El ensayo narrativo 

• Lectura: Hernán Cortés. 

Week 06: 
17-20 February 
Jan 17: 
Presidents’ Day 
 
Lección 3: El 
ensayo narrativo 

• Entregar la Tarea 1 

• Presentación (Descripción de un acontecimiento en el pasado.) 

• Lección 3: El ensayo narrativo 
• Léxico: Las conjunciones. (excepto por pp. 79-80: gentilicios y topónimos.) 
• Estructuras: Voz pasiva. 
• Taller de escritura: La narración de eventos históricos.  

 
Week 07: 
24-27 February 
 
Lección 3: El 
ensayo narrativo 
 

• Lección 3: El ensayo narrativo 
• Estructuras: El futuro. El condicional.  
• Ortografía y puntuación: citas. 
• Taller de escritura: El ensayo narrativo. Editorial. 
• Presentación (Describir en detalle un evento histórico.) 

 
Nota de participación #2 
 

Week 08: 
3-6 March  
 
Lección 4: La 
exposición  
 

• Entregar la composición 3: El ensayo narrativo.  
• Prueba 3: Lección 3 (léxico y estructuras)  
• Lección 4: La exposición  

• Lectura: La generación de los mil euros. 
• Léxico: Transición. (excepto por pp. 113-115: sufijos) 
• Estructuras: El subjuntivo.   
• Taller de escritura: El informe estadístico. El ensayo descriptivo. 

 
Week 09: 
10-13 March  
 
Lección 4: La 
exposición  

• Lección 4: La exposición  
• Estructuras: El subjuntivo.  
• Taller de escritura: El ensayo de opinión.  
• Entregar la tarea 2 

 
17-21 March No hay clases: Spring Recess 
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Week 10: 
24-27 March 
 
Lección 5: La 
argumentación 

• Entregar la composición 4: El ensayo descriptivo/ de opinión 
• Prueba 4: Lección 4 (léxico y estructuras)  
• Lección 5: La argumentación. 

• Lectura: Mariposas de Koch. 
• Léxico: Cognados falsos 
• Estructuras: Otros usos de se.  

 
Week 11: 
31 March 
1-3 April 
 
Lección 5: La 
argumentación  

• Lección 5: La argumentación. 
• Taller de escritura: El ensayo argumentativo. La carta de presentación. El ensayo de refutación. 
• Estructuras: Clausulas condicionales. (Type 1 and 2 only)  
• Presentación (Resumir una noticia, argumentos en pro y en contra.)  

Nota de participación #3 
 

Week 12: 
7-10 April  
 
Lección 6: El 
ensayo 
académico 
 

• Entregar la composición 5: El ensayo argumentativo 
• Prueba 5: Lección 5 (léxico y estructuras)  
• Lección 6: El ensayo académico 

• Lectura: Crítica literaria de la novela Santa Evita 
• Léxico para indicar cambio. Los anglicismos.  
 

Week 13: 
14-17 April  
 
Lección 6: El 
ensayo 
académico 
 

• Lección 6: El ensayo académico 
• Estructuras: Perífrasis verbales. Verbos modales.  
• Ortografía y puntuación, como hacer referencias bibliográficas.  
• Taller de escritura: La crítica cinematográfica. La crítica literaria.  

• Presentación (Crítica de una película/novela/cuento.) 

Week 14: 
21-24 April 
 
Lección 6: El 
ensayo 
académico 
 

• Lección 6: El ensayo académico 
• Estructuras: Discurso indirecto 
• Taller de escritura: El ensayo académico. 

• Prueba 6: Lección 6 (léxico y estructuras)  
• Entregar la tarea 3 

 

Weeks 15: 
2-6 December  
 

• Entregar la composición 6: La crítica (cine, literatura)/ensayo argumentativo 
• Repaso y preparación para el examen final. 

 
Nota de participación #4 
 

  
 

FINAL EXAM: Saturday, May 10, 2:00-4:00 p.m.; LOCATION TBA 
 

 
 


