
SOC 201: INTRODUCTION TO RESEARCH METHODS 
Syllabus for Fall 2015 

Instructor: R. Joseph Huddleston 
Email: rhuddles@chapman.edu 
Office: Smith 20D (Basement) 

 
Lectures: 

T-Th 4-5:15 pm (LL B13)  Final: Dec 15, 4:15-6:45pm 
T-Th 5:30-6:45 pm (LL B3)  Final: Dec 17, 4:15-6:45pm 
 

Office Hours:  
T-Th 2:00-3:45 pm or arrange with me  

 
 

This syllabus is current as of August 25, 2015. It is subject to change. You will be 
notified in class and/or by e-mail whenever the syllabus is updated.  
 
Required Books 
 
Russell K. Schutt. Investigating the Social World: The Process and Practice of Research. 
You may use either the 7th or 8th edition. I am teaching out of the 7th edition, but I have 
listed the corresponding pages for the 8th edition wherever possible. 
 
Course Description  
 
This class is an introduction to social science research methodology. My main goal is to 
teach you the basics of creating and consuming research in the social sciences. The 
course will lead you through conceptualization and theory construction, the derivation of 
testable hypotheses, and a variety of methodologies that may be used to evaluate these 
hypotheses. We will discuss causal inference, observation and measurement, and other 
issues encompassing both qualitative and quantitative research methods. We will discuss 
the way in which academic articles in the social sciences are written, and how they 
should be read. 
 
This course includes some very basic statistics, and requires use of Excel for some class 
assignments. These include some simple description and cross tabulation of data from the 
World Development Indicators. 

  
Course Learning Outcomes 
 
Upon finishing this course, students should be able to: (1) Describe the methodologies 
used in sociology and other social sciences; (2) Understand how to read academic 
literature, evaluate claims, develop research questions, and formulate ways to answer 
those question using the methodological tools discussed in class; (3) Evaluate claims to 
knowledge made by people in the media, by politicians, by academics, and by their peers; 
and (4) understand how all the social sciences are connected in terms of methodology. 
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Program Learning Outcomes 
 
Completing this course will reinforce the following student learning outcomes of the 
Department of Sociology: (1) Explain or discuss how sociological research and analysis 
are carried out. (2) Demonstrate an ability to write effectively using appropriate 
sociological style and terminology.  
 
Requirements 
 
Students are expected to complete all assigned readings before the class for which they 
are assigned, and to arrive in class and in section prepared to discuss that material. There 
will be a reading quiz at the beginning of most lectures. 
 
There will be 5 homework assignments, due at the beginning of class. Late assignments 
are docked 50% if they are handed in the class meeting following the meeting at which 
they are due. Assignments later than this are not accepted. Homework assignments will 
only be accepted in class and may not be handed in at other times. There will also be a 
midterm and a final. 
 
Grading 
 
Five assignments, 7% each …………………………………………………… 35% 
Midterm  …………………………………………………………………… 20% 
Final  ……………………………………………………………………………    25% 
Participation  ……………………………………………………………………    10% 
Reading Quizzes …………………………………………………………… 10% 

 
 
Reading Quizzes 
 
Reading quizzes are not hard. They are designed to test whether you did the reading, not 
whether you grasped every nuance. Do the reading and you should get the questions 
right.  
 
However, if you want to be sure you get full credit for a quiz, all you have to do is write 
your own multiple choice quiz question. If you submit a usable quiz question, you will 
automatically receive full credit for the quiz. Questions must be received by 7pm the 
night before the course meeting in which the quiz will be given. 
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Homework assignments 
 
One key way we keep the scientific process honest is through blind review. When 
someone judges your work, they should do so solely on merit, not on preconceived ideas 
they have about you. We will employ this practice. When I grade your materials, I will do 
so without knowing who it is from. Thus, for all homework and exams, do the 
following: 

- On the BACK of the last page or cover, write your student ID and name in pen in 
small print, then place a post-it over that text. This should be the only place that 
anything identifying you is present. I will only look at this information after I 
have decided on a grade. 

- I will bring post-its to class on exam days.  
 
Clickers 
 
At the beginning of the semester, I will loan each of you a Turning Point ResponseCard 
(“clicker”). We will be using these to take short quizzes on the readings at the beginning 
of each class. The clickers are the property of the department, and you will be required to 
replace them should you damage them over the course of the semester. Once you receive 
your clicker, you need to register it:  

- Go to Blackboard > Soc 201 > Tools > Turning Technologies Registration Tool 
- Find your name and click “Register ResponseCard Device ID” 
- Input the code on the back of your clicker 
- Click “Register” 

This clicker will be yours for the entire semester, and you need to bring it to every class 
session. I will be using these devices to both take attendance and conduct the quizzes, so 
it is important that you keep them handy. 
 
Course Webpage and Blackboard 
 
This syllabus and appropriate links are available on Blackboard. The slides from lecture 
will be available on Blackboard whenever possible, I will post the slides before class so 
that students can print them out to take notes directly onto the slides. Reviewing the 
slides is not a substitute for attending lecture, and the slides will not include all the 
information covered in lecture, or all the material that will be on the exams.  
 
You will also need to use blackboard to register your clicker. (To do so, click on “Soc 
201” under courses, then use the “Turning Point Registration Tool” under “Tools.”) 
 
Statement on Accessibility 
 
In compliance with ADA guidelines, students who have any condition, either permanent 
or temporary, that might affect their ability to perform in this class are encouraged to 
contact the Disability Services Office. If you will need to utilize your approved 
accommodations in this class, please follow the proper notification procedure for 
informing your professor(s). This notification process must occur more than a week 
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before any accommodation can be utilized. Please contact Disability Services at (714) 
516–4520 or visit www.chapman.edu/students/student-health-services/disability-services 
if you have questions regarding this procedure or for information or to make an 
appointment to discuss and/or request potential accommodations based on documentation 
of your disability. Once formal approval of your need for an accommodation has been 
granted, you are encouraged to talk with your professor(s) about your accommodation 
options. The granting of any accommodation will not be retroactive and cannot 
jeopardize the academic standards or integrity of the course. 
 
Statement on Equity and Diversity 
 
Chapman University is committed to ensuring equality and valuing diversity. Students 
and professors are reminded to show respect at all times as outlined in Chapman’s 
Harassment and Discrimination Policy. Please see the full description of this policy 
at http://www.chapman.edu/faculty-staff/human-resources/eoo.aspx. Any violations of 
this policy should be discussed with the professor, the dean of students and/or otherwise 
reported in accordance with this policy. 
 
Statement on Academic Integrity 
 
Chapman University is a community of scholars that emphasizes the mutual 
responsibility of all members to seek knowledge honestly and in good faith. Students are 
responsible for doing their own work and academic dishonesty of any kind will be subject 
to sanction by the instructor/administrator and referral to the university Academic 
Integrity Committee, which may impose additional sanctions including expulsion. Please 
see the full description of Chapman University's policy on Academic Integrity 
at www.chapman.edu/academics/academic-integrity/index.aspx. 
 
Consistent with this expectation, all students should act with personal integrity, respect 
other students’ dignity, rights, and property, and help create and maintain an environment 
in which all can succeed through the fruits of their labors. Academic integrity includes a 
commitment not to engage in or tolerate acts of falsification, misrepresentation, or 
deception. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, 
fabricating of information, or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty of others, 
having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or 
work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic 
work of other students. Such acts of dishonesty violate the fundamental ethical principles 
of the University community and compromise the worth of work completed by others. 
 
Violations of academic integrity will result in a failing grade and will be brought to the 
attention of the University. Students who commit plagiarism on any of their assignments 
will receive a course grade of F. 
 
 
 
 

 4 

http://www.chapman.edu/students/student-health-services/disability-services
http://www.chapman.edu/faculty-staff/human-resources/eoo.aspx
http://www.chapman.edu/academics/academic-integrity/index.aspx


Assignment Rules 
 
The midterm and final are closed book. The final is cumulative, and both exams will 
cover material from lecture, section, and the required readings, viewings, listenings, and 
exercises. 
 
Homework assignments must reflect your own work. You may discuss homework 
assignments with other students, but if you do so, you must list the students with 
whom you have discussed the assignment on the top of your homework.    
 
You must do all computer work and write all answers yourself. DO NOT hand in 
homework for which any of your answers are identical to your peers, even if your peers’ 
names are listed on your assignment. This will be considered cheating.  
 
Students who cheat on either a homework assignment or an exam will receive an F in the 
course and the case will be referred to the University. 
 
All homework assignments must be typed with questions and pages numbered. For 
assignments where Excel is required, include the printed output in your homework 
submission. All assignments will be collected at the beginning of class. 
 
Grade Disputes 
 
You may contest the grade on an exam up to one week after it is returned. If you believe 
that there has been an error on your exam, submit a written description of the error you 
believe occurred along with the exam to me. Clerical errors and outright mistakes will be 
corrected; decisions about the amount of partial credit to give for an answer will not be 
re-visited. 
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
 
 
Week 1: The Big Picture 
 
Tuesday, Sep 1 
Introduction 
Research Design 
 
Thursday, Sep 3 
Wicked Problems 
Assigned Materials: 

- Viewing: Jonathan Haidt. Three Stories About Capitalism (Talk is 25 minutes 
long. You only need to watch the first 14:30 of the talk) 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOu_8yoqZoQ  
- Viewing: Simon Jackman’s TED talk on The Democracy Data Revolution 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INf5u29n-5Q 
***************Wicked Problems Homework is Distributed********** 
 
 
Week 2: The Scientific Method 
 
Tuesday, Sep 8 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading:  http://slantchev.ucsd.edu/courses/ps12/01-scientific-method.pdf 
- Reading: Schutt, Ch. 1 

 
Thursday, Sep 10 
The Scientific Method Solves Wicked Problems (and More!) 
Assigned Materials: 

- Assigned (quick) exercise: Complete this online exercise before class. Takes only 
a few minutes. http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/07/03/upshot/a-quick-
puzzle-to-test-your-problem-solving.html?_r=0&abt=0002&abg=1 

- Listening (listen until 19:24): “Is there a better way to fight terrorism?” 
o http://freakonomics.com/2015/02/13/is-there-a-better-way-to-fight-

terrorism-a-new-freakonomics-radio-podcast/ 
- Viewing: “Definition of Terrorism” 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QV-2mXfYLDg 
- Reading: “Are All Terrorists Muslims? It’s Not Even Close” 

o http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/01/14/are-all-terrorists-
muslims-it-s-not-even-close.html  

- Viewing (Optional): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1XGPvbWn0A 
- Reading (Optional): https://medium.com/message/that-catcalling-video-and-why-

research-methods-is-such-an-exciting-topic-really-32223ac9c9e8 
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Week 3: Selecting Research Questions 
 
Tuesday, September 15 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt, Ch. 2 
- (Possible Second Reading. CHECK BLACKBOARD) 

              
***************Wicked Problems Homework is Due********** 
       
Thursday, September 17 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Jeffrey Knopf. 2006. “Doing a Literature Review.” PS: Political Science 
39(1):127-132 

 
Continuing on selecting a research question 
ACTIVITY: Formulating a research question 
***********Literature Review Homework Circulated************ 
 
Week 4: Hypotheses and Theory Construction  
 
Tuesday, September 22 
Deriving Testable Implications 
Controversy: The Democratic Peace Theory (Topic might still change) 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt: Ch. 2 (continued) 
- Reading: Rand Corporation, “The Democratic Peace Idea” 

 
Thursday, September 24 
Assigned Materials: 

- Sebastian Rosato, “The Flawed Logic of Democratic Peace Theory,” American 
Political Science Review 97:1 (November 2003), pp. 585-602. 

- Reading: Branislav L Anna Alexandrova, and Erik Gartzke, “Probabilistic 
Causality, Selection Bias, and the Logic of the Democratic Peace,” American 
Political Science Review 99:3 (August 2005), pp. 459-462. 

 
ACTIVITY: Generating Testable Hypotheses 
***********Literature Review Due in Class Today************ 
 
Week 5: Measurement, Operationalization, and Validity  
 
Tuesday, September 29 
Begin discussion about measurement validity 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt, Ch. 4 
- Viewing: “What is GDP” 
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o http://www.npr.org/sections/money/2011/10/26/141741360/video-what-is-gdp  
- Viewing: Michael Green TED talk 

o http://www.ted.com/talks/michael_green_what_the_social_progress_index_ca
n_reveal_about_your_country 

 
Thursday, October 1 
Discussion about Measurement validity  

 
Assigned Materials: 
- Reading: Adcock and Collier. Measurement Validity: A shared standard for 

qualitative and Quantitative Research 
o http://polisci.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/people/u3827/APSR2001-

Validity.pdf 
- Reading: The Danish don’t have the secret 

o http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2015/01/the-danish-dont-have-the-
secret-to-happiness/384930/ 

- Reading (Optional): Sorry, Liberals. Scandinavian countries aren’t utopias.  
o http://nypost.com/2015/01/11/sorry-liberals-scandinavian-countries-arent-

utopias/ 
o NOTE: This one has some vulgarity, but was selected anyway because of the 

important point it makes about sensitivities of surveys 
 

ACTIVITY: Exercise and discussion on Operationalization, Measurement and Validity 
**********Measurement Validity Homework Circulated********** 
 
Week 6: Sampling & External Validity 
 
Tuesday, October 6  
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt. Ch. 5 
- Reading: Examples of Sampling Techniques: 

o http://ccnmtl.columbia.edu/projects/qmss/samples_and_sampling/types_of
_sampling.html  

 
Thursday, October 8 
Sampling Error 
Assigned Materials: 

- Viewing: Sampling error introduction:  
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGuWrPFStdg 

- Online Exercise: 
o https://www.khanacademy.org/math/recreational-math/math-

warmup/random-sample-warmup/e/random-sample-warmup 
 (Note: The reading quiz will just be questions from this exercise) 

- Interactive Exercise (Optional): 
o http://onlinestatbook.com/stat_sim/sampling_dist/  
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**********Measurement Validity Homework Due********** 
Applied exercises in sampling 
 
Week 7: True Experiments 
 
Tuesday, October 13 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt, p199 - top of p206 (7th); or p218 – p227 (8th) 
- McDermott, Rose. “Experimental Methods in Political Science.”  Annual Review 

of Political Science. 5(2002), 31-61. [EJ] (May change) 
 
Thursday, October 15 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt, bottom of p214 – end of chapter (7th); or p236 – end of chapter 
(8th). (important for next week too!) 

- Poverty Action Lab write-up of Miguel de-worming 
paper  http://www.povertyactionlab.org/evaluation/primary-school-deworming-
kenya 

 
*********Experiment Design Homework Circulated*************** 
 
Week 8: Natural & Quasi-Experiments  
Tuesday, October 20 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt, p206 – top of p214 
- Reading: Poverty Action Lab 

o http://www.povertyactionlab.org/evaluation/impact-women-policy-
makers-public-goods-india 
 

**********Midterm Exam Review Guide Circulated******** 
 
Thursday, October 22 
Regression Discontinuity Designs 
Surveys 
 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: World Bank Blogpost  
o http://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations/regression-discontinuity-

porn  
- Reading: Schutt, Ch. 8 
- Reading: NPR sexual assault piece. 

o http://www.npr.org/2015/09/02/436820747/rutgers-survey-underscores-
challenges-collecting-sexual-assault-data  

o **Trigger Warning** This survey piece is about sexual assault. 
 
******Experiment Design Homework Due*************** 
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Week 9: Surveys, Interviews, and Focus Groups (1) 
 
Tuesday, October 27 
Interviews & Focus Groups 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Leech, “Asking Questions”  
- Reading: Woliver, “Ethical Dilemmas” 
- Reading: Goldstein, “Getting in the Door”  
- Reading: Focus Groups 

 
Thursday, October 29 
*********Midterm Exam Today************* 
 
Week 10: Survey Experiments 
 
Tuesday, November 3 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Tversky and Kahnemann 
o http://psych.hanover.edu/classes/cognition/papers/tversky81.pdf 

ACTIVITY: Class Project: Qualtrix Survey Experiment 
 
Thursday, November 5 
ACTIVITY: Class Project: Qualtrix Survey Experiment 

 
Week 11: Research Ethics 
 
Tuesday, November 10 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt, Ch. 3  
 
Thursday, November 12 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt, 222-end, 272-end, 312-end, 353-end (7th) 
243-end, 298-end, 386-end, 435-end (8th) 

- Reading:  “Indian Tribe Wins Fight to Limit Research of Its DNA” 
o http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/22/us/22dna.html?pagewanted=all  

 
Week 12: Working with Data: Descriptive Statistics 
 
Tuesday, November 17 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt, Ch.14 (7th) or Ch.9 (8th) 
- Reading: Agresti and Finlay (1 chapter) 
- Viewing: The Central Limit Theorem: 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvoxEYmQHNM 
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*********Data Homework 1 Distributed************ 
 
Thursday, November 19 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: Schutt, Ch.14 (continued) 
- Reading: Schutt, pp312-315 

Working with excel Graphs (here can work in how to lie with graphs) 
 
Week 13  
 
Tuesday, November 24 
THANKSGIVING, NO CLASS 
 
Thursday, November 26 
THANKSGIVING, NO CLASS 
 
Week 14: Data continued; Inferential Statistics Consuming Research 
 
Tuesday, December 1 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading TBA 
*********Data Homework 1 Due************ 
*********Data Homework 2 Distributed************ 
 
Thursday, December 3 
How to Read a Journal Article (1) 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading TBA 
 
Week 15: Back to the Big Picture 
 
Tuesday, December 8 
How to Read a Journal Article (2) 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading TBA 
 
********Data Homework 2 Due ************ 
******Final Exam Study Guide Circulated****** 
 
Thursday, December 10 
Coming Full Circle  
Careers in Social Science Research 
Assigned Materials: 

- Reading: How Elite Students Get Elite Jobs. 
o http://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/2015/04/how-elite-

students-get-elite-jobs.html 

 11 

http://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/2015/04/how-elite-students-get-elite-jobs.html
http://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/2015/04/how-elite-students-get-elite-jobs.html


- Reading: Why a Harvard Professor Has Mixed Feelings When Top Students Take 
Jobs in Finance.  

o http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/12/upshot/why-a-harvard-professor-has-
mixed-feelings-when-students-take-jobs-in-finance.html?_r=0  

 
FINAL  
4:00 class: Dec 15, 4:15-6:45pm 
5:30 class: Dec 17, 4:15-6:45pm 
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