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Michael Madrid  
Founder, Grassroots Lab 
 

For nearly two decades, Mike Madrid has been changing the outcomes of political 
campaigns throughout the country. His active involvement in local, state, and federal races 
has helped him to develop a keen insight into the successful characteristics of winning 
campaigns. Madrid is a nationally recognized expert on Latino voting trends. He graduated 
from the Edmund G. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University in 1997, 
where he wrote his senior thesis on Latino politics and the perspective that politicization of 
emerging Latino voter groups in Southwestern states was unique in American history. The 
completion of his thesis at Georgetown University on Latino voters became the basis for his 
pioneering work on Latino communications and outreach strategies in California, Texas, 
Florida and nationwide. He has served as the press secretary for the California Assembly 

Republican leader and as the political director for the California Republican Party. Madrid has also developed an 
expertise in local government and statewide proposition campaigns in California. He helped found the nonprofit 
Leadership California Institute; an organization dedicated to educating and training future California legislators. 
Madrid is a partner at GrassrootsLab, a full-service public affairs firm that adapts technology solutions to public 
affairs efforts. In 2001 Hispanic Business Magazine named him as one of America’s “Most Influential Hispanics”. In 
2013, Madrid was appointed to the Board of Directors of the American Association of Political Consultants. 
 
Kerstyn Olson 
Interim Director, USC Jesse M. Unruh Institute of Politics 
 

Kerstyn Olson is the Interim Director at the Jesse M. Unruh Institute of Politics at the 
University of Southern California, where she oversees all Institute activities. Kerstyn’s 
responsibilities include oversight of all Unruh Institute program development, promotion 
and implementation, oversight of all internships and scholarships, all fundraising, grant 
writing, and fiscal management, as well as management of all professional and student 
staff. Kerstyn moderates the “Students Talk Back” discussion series, which features 
analysis of various national and local public policy issues. Her previous positions at the 
Institute include Deputy Director and Chief of Staff. Prior to joining the Unruh Institute, 
Kerstyn was the Director of USC Spectrum, USC's Cultural Arts & Events department. She 
was responsible for an annual season of the finest arts and lecture programs featuring 
nationally and internationally known attractions. She also programmed and produced the 
annual USC President's Distinguished Artist & Lecture Series, which hosted former 
dignitaries, world leaders and heads of state. Kerstyn holds a Bachelor's of Science 

Degree in Music Industry from the USC Thornton School of Music and a Master of Arts degree in Communication 
Management with an emphasis in Communication Law and Policy from the USC Annenberg School for 
Communication. 

Matt Rodriguez 
Founder and Principal, Rodriguez Strategies 
 

Matt Rodriguez is the founder and President of Rodriguez Strategies. A veteran Democratic 
strategist with more than 15 years of experience working for candidates and causes across 
the nation, Matt focuses on designing and leading grassroots and grasstops campaigns for 
diverse entities ranging from emerging nonprofits to Fortune 500 corporations. Matt employs 
his knowledge of the public and private sectors to implement winning strategies for clients at 
local and statewide levels. He runs the American Beverage Association’s coalition-building 
efforts in California and leads the advocacy campaign to educate local elected officials about 
the beverage industry. Matt’s campaign management experience ranges from local and state 
legislative races to U.S. presidential campaigns. In 2008, Matt served as the Western States 
Regional Director for Obama for America, where he managed campaign operatives and 
executed strategy throughout the Western United States. Prior to the general election, he 

served as the New Hampshire State Director for the Obama campaign during the 2008 presidential primary. Matt’s 
experience in politics dates back to 1997 when he was a press aide to House Democratic Leader Richard A. 
Gephardt. He later served as Congressman Gephardt's Political Action Committee Director in 2002 and the Deputy 
Political Director on his 2004 presidential campaign. Matt also worked for Senator Bill Bradley's presidential 
campaign in 2000, managed Senator Chris Dodd's reelection effort in 2004, and successfully guided California 
State Senator Kevin de Leon's first campaign for the State Assembly in 2006. Matt is also a frequent political 
contributor on AirTalk on 89.3 KPCC, Southern California Public Radio. 


