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The Pacific has long been a space of 
conquest, exploration, fantasy, and 
resistance. Pacifi c Islanders had estab-
lished civilizations and cultures of travel well 
before European explorers arrived, initiating 
centuries of upheaval and transformation. 
Th e twentieth century, with its various wars 
fought in and over the Pacifi c, is only the 
most recent era to witness military strife and 
economic competition. While “Asia Pacifi c” 
and “Pacifi c Rim” were late twentieth-cen-
tury terms that dealt with the importance 
of the Pacifi c to the economic, political, and 
cultural arrangements that span Asia and 
the Americas, a new term has arisen—the 
transpacifi c. In the twenty-fi rst century, U.S. 
eff orts to dominate the ocean are symbolized 
not only in the “Pacifi c pivot” of American 
policy but also the development of a Trans-Pacifi c Partner-
ship. Th is partnership brings together a dozen countries—not 
including China—in a trade pact whose aim is to cement U.S. 
infl uence. Th at pact signals how the transpacifi c, up to now an 
academic term, has reached mass consciousness.

Recognizing the increasing importance of the transpacifi c as 
a word and concept, this anthology proposes a framework for 
transpacifi c studies that examines the fl ows of culture, capital, 
ideas, and labor across the Pacifi c. Th ese fl ows involve Asia, the 
Americas, and the Pacifi c Islands. Th e introduction by Janet 

Hoskins and Viet Th anh Nguyen considers 
the advantages and limitations of models 
found in Asian studies, American studies, 
and Asian American studies for dealing 
with these fl ows. Hoskins and Nguyen argue 
that transpacifi c studies can draw from all 
three in order to provide a critical model for 
considering the geopolitical struggle over the 
Pacifi c, with its attendant possibilities for in-
equality and exploitation. Transpacifi c studies 
also sheds light on the cultural and political 
movements, artistic works, and ideas that 
have arisen to contest state, corporate, and 
military ambitions. In sum, the transpacifi c 
as a concept illuminates how fl ows across the 
Pacifi c can be harnessed for purposes of both 
domination and resistance.

Janet Alison Hoskins is professor of anthropology at the 
University of Southern California. Viet Thanh Nguyen is as-
sociate professor of English and American studies and ethnic-
ity at the University of Southern California.
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