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INTRODUCTION 
 
 This course is intended to provide students of international affairs with a 
summary overview of the most significant global flashpoints featured in the news every 
day.   While the headlines and news bulletins may capture details of the latest events, 
even informed observers are often left without sufficient background information to fully 
understand or to analyze factors that may have precipitated a crisis.  This course seeks 
to remedy this shortcoming by providing essential historical and political background 
information for critical flashpoint regions of the globe that will enable students to identify 
the historical and political sources of conflict and the contemporary context in which 
they occur.  The course features segments on the most volatile regions in the 
international system, including the Middle East, the Persian Gulf (Iraq and Iran), South 
Asia (Pakistan, India, and Afghanistan), East Asia (Korea), and Russia.  Since many 
American security concerns in these regions involve terrorism and weapons of mass 
destruction, a separate segment will address those functional issues on a transnational 
basis.  
 
 Upon completion of the course, students will have a strong grasp of the basic 
elements involved in ongoing crises in the world's hotspots.  Relevant historical 
information will be provided through lectures, videos, readings, online research and 
discussion. Students will learn the geography, domestic and international political 
structures and "players" which significantly affect current events.  Students will identify, 
discuss, and debate the essential critical issues for each hotspot region.  Since the 
course emphasizes problem solving, students will also propose and debate optional 
solutions to critical issues through classroom exercises and written assignments.  
(Each student will be required to submit two five page Option Papers during the 
semester.) 
 
 "Student-based learning" lies at the heart of this course.  Each major segment 
will feature a student activity in the form of a presentation, panel, debate, or simulation.  
Those activities will challenge the students to demonstrate both orally and in writing 



familiarity with the facts, analytical problem solving abilities, and the art of persuasion.  
Each student will be required to participate as a principal in at least one such classroom 
activity during the semester, but welcome to participate in more than one if opportunities 
permit.  Depending on the activity, participants may be required to submit a written 
assignment as part of their participation task. 
 
 Since the course focuses on current global hotspots, it is essential for the 
students to follow the news every day.  At the beginning of the semester, each student 
will select one of the countries covered in the course, and maintain a journal of events 
that will be submitted in lieu of a mid term exam and at the end of the course.  Entries 
in the journal will describe particular events and "players" in the news in summary 
chronological fashion citing sources used.  Students will be encouraged to include their 
own analytical observations on events and issues as a part of their journals. 
 
GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
 1. To familiarize students with key background and current information about 
major contemporary international security crises, including geographic and strategic 
factors; historical, political, and economic developments; domestic political structures; 
and key political and military figures.   
 
 2.  To ensure that students monitor course-related contemporary events and 
issues on a daily basis. 
 
 3.  To require students to analyze contemporary international events from a 
variety of national and international perspectives. 
 
 4.  To require students to identify goals and priorities associated with those 
alternative analytical perspectives. 
 
 5.  To formulate and propose alternative solutions to key issues and to assess 
their relative benefits, costs, and risks.  
 
 6.  To promote "student based learning" through interactive classroom activities 
providing students with opportunities to engage directly in debating and resolving major 
issues. 
 
 7.  To foster and improve oral and written skills widely practiced in the policy 
making working environment.  
 
COURSE TEXTBOOKS 
 
 John T. Rourke, Taking Sides: Clashing Views in World Politics, McGraw Hill, 
14th Edition, 2010 
  
 Andrew Bennett and George Shambaugh, Taking Sides: Clashing Views in 



American Foreign Policy, McGraw Hill, 5th Edition, 2010 
 
 Global Issues:  Selections from CQ Researcher, 2010 Edition.  Congressional 
Quarterly 
 
In addition to the readings identified in the Class Plan section below, students will be 
required to do online reading of country and issue background information.  Online 
sources for reference include: 
 
www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index/html 
www.america.gov/  (State Department Backgrounders) 
www.carnegieendowment.org 
www.brookings.edu 
www.armscontrol.org 
www.nti.org 
www.fas.org/sgp/crs   (This site will provide links to required CRS Reports listed below 
for reading assignments as well as additional timely sources for Classroom exercises) 
 
PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
 
 Please read the attached "Guidelines" for detailed information which summarizes 
my grading criteria.  By carefully articulating my criteria, I hope to minimize any 
ambiguity inherent in the grading process to our mutual advantage.  In general, I 
reserve the grade of "A" to ONLY those students who meet my highest standards in 
EVERY criteria of assessment.  I will weigh student performance according to the 
following formula: 
 
Option Papers  35% 
Participation in class exercises (including related written assignments)  25% 
Map quizzes and Country Journal   15% 
Final Exam 25% 
 
 (NOTE:  Additional credit will be extended to those who successfully complete 
volunteer work for Teaching International Relations Program (TIRP) and the Joint 
Education Project (JEP).  Those with PERFECT attendance for the semester will also 
receive additional credit.) 
 
CLASS PLAN.  The semester will be divided into seven major topical segments, 
including a major simulation exercise to complete the semester.  Each segment will 
include lecture information and/or video material, a map quiz, and a student activity.  
Students should complete prescribed reading simultaneous to classroom topics to 
enrich understanding, questions, and discussions. 
 
SEGMENT I.  Course Introduction and the Middle East.  Tuesday, August 24 through 
Thursday, September 9.  Readings:   CQ Global Issues: "Middle East Peace 
Prospects"; Rourke:  pp. 111-128; Bennett and Shambaugh pp. 200-228.  CRS Report 



"Israel Arab Negotiations" Jan. 29, 2010.  CRS Report "Israel and Palestine Prospects 
for a Two State Solution"  Jan. 8, 2010. Class Exercise:  Panels:  What to do about 
Settlements?  What to do about Israel's nuclear weapons? [Map pre quiz August 26.  
Map quiz  August 31] 
 
SEGMENT II.  Persian Gulf:  Iraq  Tuesday, September 14 through and including 
Tuesday, September 21.  Readings:  Rourke pp. 129-145; Bennett and Shambaugh 
pp. 64-83;  CRS Report: "Iraq Politics, Elections and Benchmarks" April 28, 2010.  
CRS Report: "Iraq Regional Perspectives and US Policy" Oct. 6, 2009.  Class Exercise:  
Election 2010: Party Platforms on US Iraq Policy [Map pre quiz: Sep 14] 
 
SEGMENT II   Persian Gulf:  Iran.  Thursday, September 23 through and including 
Thursday, September 30  Readings: CQ Global Issues: Chapter 2: US Policy on Iran.  
Rourke:  pp. 252-277.  Bennett and Shambaugh: pp. 84-109.  CRS Report "Iran US 
Concerns and Policy Responses" June 11, 2010.  CRS Report "Iran Sanctions"  June 
23, 2010.  Class Exercise:  NSC meeting with the President on Iran. [Map quiz Sep 
23] 
 
SEGMENT III  South Asia:  India-Pakistan  Tuesday, October 5 through and including 
Tuesday, October 12  CRS Report "India US Relations" Jan. 30, 2009, CRS Report " 
Pakistan Current Issues and Developments" June 1, 2010.  Class Exercise:  US Near 
and Long Term Goals and Priorities for India and Pakistan  [Map pre quiz Oct 5]  [ 
Country Journals to be turned in Tuesday, Oct. 12] 
 
SEGMENT III  South Asia:  Pakistan-Afghanistan  Thursday, October 14 through and 
including Thursday, October 21  Readings:  CQ Global Issues: Chapter 1: 
"Afghanistan Dilemma";  Bennett and Shambaugh: pp. 110-125  CRS Report: 
"Afghanistan Politics, Elections and Government Performance" Jan 11 2010.  CRS 
Report:  "War in Afghanistan Issues for Congress" Dec. 3 2009.  Class Exercise:  US 
Near and Long Term Goals and Priorities for Afghanistan. [Map quiz Oct 14]  [First 
Option Paper due Tuesday, Oct. 26] 
 
SEGMENT IV  East Asia:  Korea  Tuesday, October 26 through and including 
Thursday, November 4  Readings:  Bennett and Shambaugh: pp. 181-199.  CRS 
Report "Korea US Relations Issues for Congress" July25 2008.  CRS Report "North 
Korea Economic Leverage and Policy Analysis"  Jan. 2010.  Class Exercise:  Six 
Party Talks Simulation  [Map pre quiz Oct. 26]  [Map quiz Oct 28] 
 
SEGMENT V  Russia  Tuesday November 9 through and including Thursday, 
November 11  Readings:  CQ Global Issues: Chapter 5: "Nuclear Disarmament"; 
Rourke: pp 80-95; Bennett and Shambaugh pp. 126-159.  CRS Report "Russia Politics 
Economics and Security Issues" Jan 29, 2010.  Class Exercise:  Ratify the New 
START Treaty  [Map prequiz Nov 9]  [Map quiz Nov 11] 
 
SEGMENT VI.  International Terrorism  Tuesday, November 16 through and including 
Thursday, November 18  Readings:  CQ Global Issues: Chapters 3 and 4:  



"Prosecuting Terrorists" and "Terrorism and the Internet"; Bennett and Shambaugh: pp. 
306-325.  Class Exercise:  Terrorist Plans; Policy Responses.   
 
SEGMENT VII   Simulation Exercise.  Tuesday, November 23 through and including 
Thursday, December 2  [Second Option Paper due Tuesday, December 7]  [Country 
Journals to be turned in Thursday, December 2] 
 
FINAL EXAM will be distributed in class on Thursday December 2 and will be due by 
6:00pm on Monday, December 13 in room 330 VKC.  NO ELECTRONIC 
SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR ANY REASON.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Grading Guidelines 

Professor Glass 
 
Information regarding grading provided in the course syllabus provides only a general 
overview of factors and their respective weights which contribute to your grade.  
Consequently, it's useful to give you further information about my grading standards in 
order to help you understand my expectations for various levels of performance.  By 
clarifying my standards at the outset of the course, I hope you will be better able to set 
your own personal goals and understand the measures to which you will be held 
accountable.  In particular, I hope that by providing these criteria I will minimize the 
ambiguity inherent in the grading process and provide greater objectivity in case you 
choose to appeal a grade. Please pay special attention to the final section on 
"plagiarism" as you review these guidelines. 
 
Grades in the course will be awarded based on an individual's performance with respect 
to the criteria outlined below.  No curving of grades will be applied to my classes 
regardless of size or composition.   ANY appeal to review a grade will be subject to 
close evaluation according to the criteria outlined below.  
 
The following factors (not in order of importance) apply to my evaluation of a student's 
performance.   
 
1.  Written assignments: 
 1. Accuracy of Information 
 2. Completeness of Information 
 3. Analytical Quality 
 4. Quality of Writing: Grammar, Spelling, PROOFREADING 
 5. Timeliness of submission 
2. Classroom participation: Questions, Discussion, Simulation roles, Panel Participant, 
Individual Presentations 
3. Completion of Assigned Reading 
4. Attendance 
 
Overall grades will be calculated according to the formula provided in the class syllabus.  
An overall grade of A reflects outstanding performance in EVERY facet of classroom 
work---written, participation, reading and attendance.  ANYTHING LESS THAN 
UNIFORMLY EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE across those parameters will reduce your 
overall grade accordingly.  Specific criteria for grading for each parameter follows.  
 
1. Written Assignments----Grade A 
 All information is accurate.  Facts are described as facts.  Suppositions are 
described with appropriate qualifying words.  If required, footnotes and bibliography 
must accurately identify sources of information.  Information must also be as 
comprehensive as possible.  Leaving out major facts, events, or concepts will reduce 
your grade.   Many assignments will require you to analyze facts, events, or concepts 



and determine why things happen or to define alternative solutions to a problem.  The 
QUALITY of your analysis will distinguish superior from average performance.  "A" level 
work demonstrates significant insight into the causes or solutions to a problem or 
research issue.  In particular, good analysis will include a ROBUST description of the 
potential benefits, costs, AND risks of alternative approaches to solving a problem.   
Recommended solutions must be supported by comprehensive and persuasive 
arguments. 
 Quality of writing is a critical ingredient to successful work.  Written assignments 
should show evidence of organization manifested by a logical flow of commentary from 
"Introduction" to "Discussion and Analysis" to "Conclusion."  Paragraphs are the key 
building blocks to good organization and must follow basic rules of good writing, i.e., a 
single topic for each paragraph introduced by an appropriate topic sentence.   "A" level 
work should meet high standards of writing excellence. Students are encouraged to 
discuss writing problems with instructors should they arise----particularly early in the 
course so that subsequent improvements could occur.    
 Coming from my background in the working world of public policy, I value 
succinctness in writing assignments.  Writing too many words is as much a problem as 
writing too few.  As a rule of thumb, my personal guideline encourages you to limit your 
paragraphs to six sentences or less.  If a paragraph exceeds that guideline, there's a 
good chance that one or more of those sentences doesn't pertain to the topic sentence.  
REREAD YOUR PAPER ALOUD to yourself with that guideline in mind before you hand 
it in.  If you find that a sentence in a certain paragraph doesn't pertain to a topic 
sentence----write a new paragraph or move the sentence (or sentences)  to a proper 
place. ALWAYS PROOFREAD YOUR ASSIGNMENTS BEFORE HANDING THEM IN.  
SPELL CHECK IS NOT GOOD ENOUGH! 
 Timeliness matters.  IN ORDER TO RECEIVE AN A, a written assignment must 
be handed in on time, or if delayed, arrangements must be made reasonably IN 
ADVANCE of the due date (24 hours or more).  Unexcused tardiness for handing in an 
assignment will automatically disqualify a student from receiving an A for that 
assignment. 
 
     Written Assignments----Grade B 
 If a student meets most, but NOT ALL of the above criteria, some level of a "B" 
grade may be appropriate.  Missing information or stating a supposition as a fact will 
reduce your grade.  Be very careful about distinguishing facts from supposition.  
Support your arguments with facts, not suppositions.  Superficial or incomplete analysis 
will prevent you from receiving an A.   Lack of organization (logic flow) or poorly written 
papers WHICH OBVIOUSLY HAVE NOT BEEN PROOFREAD will also reduce your 
grade below an A.  Unauthorized late papers cannot receive an A. 
 
     Written Assignments----Grade C 
 If an assignment meets minimum standards for written work described above but 
reflects a GENERAL LACK OF EFFORT with little attention to detail,  it will receive 
some level of a "C" grade. 
 
     Written Assignments----Grade F 



 If an assignment is not handed in, it will receive an F. 
 
2. Classroom Participation-----Grade A 
 Each course provides students with an opportunity to participate in an active way 
in the conduct of classroom activities.  In some cases, students might be required to 
make formal presentations to the class.  Formal presentations will receive an A if they 
are well organized and delivered, providing evidence of mastery of the topic.  Students 
should PRACTICE PRESENTATIONS IN ADVANCE so that when it is performed it will 
flow smoothly.   Students should follow specific guidance I will provide on presentation 
techniques, substance, and format.   
 This course will include opportunities for students to participate in simulation 
exercises or classroom debates.  Each student should volunteer to participate in a 
principal role in AT LEAST ONE classroom exercise during the course of a semester. 
Participation in multiple exercises could enhance your participation grade, but my  
priority is for each student to have an opportunity to participate as a principal at least 
once.   Roles in simulations or debates which require students to make a prepared 
presentation will enhance prospects for an A in participation.  Don't be bashful; 
volunteer! Students may receive an A for written assignments and tests and STILL 
RECEIVE A B GRADE if they do not participate in class exercises. 
 Students are also encouraged to ask questions or offer comments during class or 
in response to lectures, debates, videos, or exercises.  Such participation will help your 
participation grade.  
 
     Classroom Participation----Grade B 
 If a student volunteers for classroom activities, but does not show evidence of 
preparation or lacks attentiveness, some level of a B grade is warranted. 
 
     Classroom Participation----Grade F 
 If a student does not participate in classroom exercises or day to day discussions 
in any way, the student will receive an F. 
 
3.  Reading Assignments-----Grade A 
 Students who read all of the required reading qualify for an A. 
     Reading Assignments-----Grade B 
 Students who read most but not all of the required reading perform at a B level. 
     Reading Assignments-----Grade C 
 Students who read some but not most of the required reading perform at a C 
level. 
     Reading Assignments-----Grade F 
 Students who read few or none of the required reading perform at an F level. 
 
4.  Attendance. 
 There is a high correlation between students who are conscientious about 
attending class and those who receive an A.  Frequent student absences will be noted 
and will have a negative effect on your overall course grade.   As a matter of equity to 
all students enrolled in the class, IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE for students who miss a 



significant number of classes FOR WHATEVER REASON to obtain an A for the course.  
Students who have PERFECT attendance during the semester will receive extra 
participation credit. 
 
5.  Plagiarism and Academic Integrity.  
 University regulations prohibit plagiarism---the direct use of words written by 
others without appropriate citations.  I am REQUIRED to report instances of plagiarism 
to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs for final disposition.  In general, the University 
requires a failing grade for the course in cases in which plagiarism has occurred.  In 
such cases, students will receive no credit for the course.  In some cases, plagiarism 
may prevent a student from graduating.  Please be aware that I have exercised this 
requirement in the past and will not hesitate to do so.  
 I design my assignments to encourage students to do their OWN analysis and 
interpretation of a topic as a way to preclude plagiarism.  Certain background 
information, however, constitutes a body of factual knowledge that is generally known.  
In such cases, students must provide the factual information using their own words 
(paraphrasing) to report factual background information for which no citation is required.  
Direct copying of text from the internet, even for generally known information, is 
prohibited.  
 The beauty of the internet is that it can provide information fast.  Unfortunately, 
the internet can also be a trap.  Please use it as a research resource-----but NEVER fall 
into the trap.  It's not worth the pain, I assure you.  

 


