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A NOTE on OFFICE HOURS:  Because the volume of my visitors is high and unexpected 
meetings crop up all the time, please schedule an appointment via email before 
coming in. 
 

 
Goals and Requirements of IR 210 

 
This course has three main objectives: (1) to review international history intensively—
that is, world history as understood through the lens(es) of international relations; (2) 
to introduce the core analytical concepts and vocabulary of International Relations (IR) 
the discipline; and (3) to use some of the IR concepts and vocabulary—along with the 
main ideas propounded by Buzan and Little in their innovative history text—to analyze 
key important issues currently vexing world leaders.  We will take up this third task 
together as a class during the last month of the term.  It will also be the approach 
you’ll use in writing your final course paper: to analyze a particular global issue that 
we haven’t already discussed in detail from two or three contrasting theoretical 
perspectives.  (More details on the paper will be forthcoming.)  
   
IR 210 will make use of two excellent textbooks: International Systems in World 
History (2000), by Barry Buzan and Richard Little, and Introduction to Global Politics 
(2011), edited by Steven Lamy, John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens.  Both 
are unusually important books but differ significantly in their content and purpose, as 
you will soon discover.  Once you have mastered Lamy et al. in the context of Buzan 
and Little—along with some other readings we have scheduled—you will have a 
substantially more sophisticated understanding of international relations than you’ve 
ever had before and will be ready to excel in the higher-division IR courses.  On the 
practical level, your reading of the New York Times and other leading news sources 
will become significantly more nuanced and thoughtful.  Cobwebs that you didn’t even 
know were there before will suddenly be cleared away; light bulbs will go off 
throughout your head; and you’ll be amazed at what you didn’t know before about the 
way the world works (or doesn’t). 
  
All of this presumes, of course, that you WORK—that you read the books, attend the 
lectures and discussion sections (participating actively), prepare for (and do well on) 
the exams, and write an excellent short paper.  IR 210 is not designed to be 
“entertaining.”  It’s designed to make you think.  And that requires effort—maybe 
even some pain. 
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Here is how we’ll add the core components together to calculate your final course 
grade: 
 
Participation—especially in discussion sections:    15 percent 
Midterm exam #1 (in-class on Wednesday, September 29th):  20 percent 
Midterm exam #2 (in class on Wednesday, November 3rd):  20 percent 
10-page analytical paper (due Monday, Dec 6th, by 1 pm):  20 percent 
Final exam (Friday, Dec 10th, from 11 am to 1 pm):   25 percent 
 
EXTRA CREDIT:  There are three (and only three) ways to receive extra credit in IR 
210: (1) participate in TIRP; (2) participate in the JEP Peace Games; or (3) attend 
three pre-approved public talks sponsored by on-campus units, after each of which 
you would write up (in about 24 hours) a 2-paged summary and analysis.  Choosing 
any of these options will—assuming you do a good job—result in the participation 
component of your final course grade being raised by one notch (for example, from a 
B+ to an A-).  But you can only pursue one option for extra credit; your main energies 
should be focused on mastering the materials in the readings and lectures and 
participating intelligently in discussions. 
 
Discussion sections will be led by three outstanding teaching assistants (TAs) who 
currently are advanced students in the Politics and International Relations (POIR) 
Ph.D. Program: 
 
Peter Knaack (knaack@usc.edu) 
Jessica Liao (chiayuel@usc.edu) 
Simon Radford (sradford@usc.edu) 
 
These three, you can rest assured, know a great deal about IR, and the discussion 
sections they’ll lead are crucial.  How well you do in your section will directly count 15 
percent toward your final course grade.  Indirectly, if you don’t attend section or 
attend but don’t prepare the readings first, then obviously your exam performance will 
suffer and your paper will end up poorly conceived.  The TAs are your friends, but they 
are also your instructors! 
  
The TAs are primarily responsible for first-line IR 210 administrative matters, so 
please go to them initially when administrative issues arise.  You should also go to 
your TA first in the unlikely event that you don’t understand why you received a 
certain grade.  TAs almost always have a very good reason for assigning particular 
grades, so make sure that you understand their rationale before coming to me about a 
grade concern.  Over the years, I have found it to be extremely rare that a TA would 
fundamentally misgrade an exam.  When they do make minor mistakes (e.g. 
mathematical), they always readily admit it and adjust the grade(s) accordingly.  The 
TAs want you to learn; they’re not aiming to cause you any trouble—unless you really 
deserve it! 
  
POLICY ON RECOMMENDATION LETTERS:  I will consider—and usually quite happily 
consent to—writing letters of recommendation for any student who (a) completes two 
of my courses, (b) earns an A- or better in both courses, and (c) never uses their 
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computer in class for anything but taking notes.  I’ll even write a letter for someone 
who gets a B+ in the first course and an A- or higher in the second one, because I like 
to see improvement. 
 
CHECKING EMAIL, FACEBOOK, THE NEWS, WHATEVER, IN CLASS:  It’s immature and 
rude to do this; you’re not learning anything; and you annoy your fellow students.  
Therefore, NEVER DO IT in IR 210.  The same thing goes for text-messaging.  It’s all 
easy to spot, both by me and by the TAs—who will be watching from the back of the 
room.  If we catch you doing it, we will reduce the participation component of 
your final course grade by up to 50% and invalidate all extra credit. 
 
 
USC Statement on Academic Integrity 
 
USC seeks to maintain an optimal learning environment.  General principles of 
academic honesty include the concept of respect for the intellectual property of others, 
the expectation that individual work will be submitted unless otherwise allowed by an 
instructor, and the obligations both to protect one’s own academic work from misuse 
by others as well as to avoid using another’s work as one’s own.  All students are 
expected to understand and abide by these principles.  Scampus, the Student 
Guidebook, contains the Student Conduct Code in Section 11.00, while the 
recommended sanctions are located in Appendix A: 
 
http://www.usc.edu/dept/publications/SCAMPUS/gov/ 
 
Students suspected of academic dishonesty will be referred to the Office of Student 
Judicial Affairs and Community Standards.  The inquiry process is explained at:  
 
http://www.usc.edu/student-affairs/SJACS/ 
 
 
USC Statement for Students with Disabilities 
 
Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability is required to 
register with Disability Services and Programs (DSP) each semester.  A letter of 
verification for approved accommodations can be obtained from DSP.  Please be sure 
the letter is delivered to the professor or your TA as early in the semester as possible.  
DSP is located in STU 301 and is open 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  
The phone number is (213) 740-0776. 
 
 

Books Ordered and Placed on Library Reserve 
 
Lamy, Steven L., John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens, eds.  

Introduction to Global Politics.  Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2011.   
(ORDERED BOOK) 
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Buzan, Barry and Richard Little.  International Systems in World History: 
Remaking the Study of International Relations.  Oxford and New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2000.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 

Course Schedule 
 

 
Important:  All assigned readings should be completed prior to the corresponding 
lecture; otherwise, you won’t be able to follow what’s going on or to participate in the 
discussion. 

 
 

23 August (M):  Introduction (1) 
 

a. Read the syllabus—carefully. 
 
 
25 August (W):  Core Concepts for Understanding International Relations (2) 
 

a. Buzan and Little, chapters on “The Theoretical Toolkit of This Book” and 
“Establishing Criteria for International Systems,” pp. 68-110.  (ORDERED 
BOOK) 

 
 
30 August (M): Pre-International World History (3) 
 

a. Buzan and Little, chapters on “The Origins of Pre-International Systems” 
and “The Transition from Pre-International to International Systems,” pp. 
111-162.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 
1 September (W):  The Ancient and Classical World I (4) 
 

a. Buzan and Little, chapters on “The New Units” and “Interaction Capacity 
in Ancient and Classical International Systems,” pp. 163-215.  (ORDERED 
BOOK) 

 
 
6 September (M):  LABOR DAY 
 
 
8 September (W):  The Ancient and Classic World II (5) 
 

a. Buzan and Little, chapters on “Process in Ancient and Classical 
International Systems” and “Structure in Ancient and Classical 
International Systems,” pp. 216-240.  (ORDERED BOOK) 
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13 September (M):  A Global International System I (6) 
 

a. Buzan and Little, chapters on “Units in the Modern International System” 
and “Interaction Capacity in the Modern International System,” pp. 241-
299.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 
15 September (W):  A Global International System II (7) 
 

a. Buzan and Little, chapters on “Process in the Modern International 
System” and “Structure in the Modern International System,” pp. 300-
345.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 
20 September (M):  Key Ideas and Events that Have Shaped the Present (8) 
 

a. John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens, eds., The Globalization of 
World Politics, 4th ed. (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 
2008): chapter on “The Evolution of International Society” (by David 
Armstrong), pp. 36-53.  (BLACKBOARD) 

 
b. John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens, eds., The Globalization of 

World Politics, 4th ed. (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 
2008): chapter on “International History, 1900-1990” (by Len Scott), pp. 
54-69.  (BLACKBOARD) 

 
 
22 September (W):  Nationalism and the Modern State (9) 
 

a. John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens, eds., The Globalization of 
World Politics, 4th ed. (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 
2008): chapter on “Nationalism” (by John Breuilly), pp. 402-417.  
(BLACKBOARD) 

 
b. John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens, eds., The Globalization of 

World Politics, 4th ed. (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 
2008): chapter on “Culture in World Affairs” (Simon Murden), pp. 418-
433.  (BLACKBOARD) 

 
 
27 September (M):  Dominant Discourses of the Millennium Era (10) 
 

a. John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens, eds., The Globalization of 
World Politics, 4th ed. (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 
2008): chapter on “From the Cold War to the War on Terror” (Michael 
Cox), pp. 70-89.  (BLACKBOARD) 
  

 
29 September (W):  Midterm Exam #1 
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING BLUE BOOKS! 
 
 
4 October (M):  Realism (11) 
 

a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “Realism and 
Liberalism,” pp. 62-91.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 
6 October (W):  State Actors (12) 
 

a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “States and 
Foreign Policy,” pp. 116-157.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 
11 October (M):  Liberalism (13) 
 

a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “Realism and 
Liberalism,” pp. 62-91.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 
13 October (W):  Non-State Actors (14) 
 

a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “Transnational 
Actors,” pp. 194-221.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 
18 October (M):  Neo-Realism and Neo-Liberalism (15) 

 
a. Robert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation, pp. 3-54; pp. 169-191.  

(BLACKBOARD) 
 

 
20 October (W):  Marxism and Critical Theory (16) 
 

a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “Alternative 
Approaches,” pp. 92-115.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 

25 October (M):  Social Constructivism (17) 
 

a. Robert H. Jackson and Georg Sorenson, Introduction to International 
Relations: Theories and Approaches (Oxford and New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2007): chapter on “Social Constructivism”, pp. 161-177.  
(BLACKBOARD) 

 
 
27 October (W):  Gender in IR (18) 
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a. John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens, eds., The Globalization of 
World Politics, 4th ed. (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 
2008): chapter on “Gender in World Politics” (by J. Ann Tickner), pp. 
262-277. (BLACKBOARD) 

 
 
1 November (M):  The Challenge of Globalization (19) 
 

a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “Global 
Politics,” pp. 2-23.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
b. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “Global Trade 

and Finance,” pp. 340-367.  (ORDERED BOOK) 
 
 
3 November (W):  Midterm Exam #2 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING BLUE BOOKS! 
 
 
8 November (M):  Military Security (20) 
 

a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “International 
Security and Military Power,” pp. 222-257.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 
10 November (W):  Terrorism and Security Regimes (21) 

 
a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “Terrorism 

and Globalization,” pp. 258-281.  (ORDERED BOOK) 
 

 
15 November (M):  International Political Economy (22) 
 

a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “International 
Political Economy in an Age of Globalization,” pp. 316-339.  (ORDERED 
BOOK) 

 
 
17 November (W):  Environmental Scarcities and Violent Conflict (23) 

 
a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on 

“Environmental Issues,” pp. 396-424.  (ORDERED BOOK) 
 
 
22 November (M):  The “Ingenuity Gap” and Persistent Poverty (24) 

 
a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “Poverty, 

Development, and Hunger,” pp. 368-395.  (ORDERED BOOK). 
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24 November (W):  Human Rights and Human Security (25) 

 
a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “Human 

Rights and Human Security,” pp. 282-315.  (ORDERED BOOK) 
 

 
29 November (M):  International Organizations and Global Civil Society (26) 
 

a. Lamy et al., eds. Introduction to Global Politics, chapter on “Global and 
Regional Governance,” pp. 158-193.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 
1 December (W):  Speculations, Assessments, and Reflections (27) 

 
a. Buzan and Little, chapters on “Outlook: A Postmodern International 

System,” “What World History Tells Us about International Relations 
Theory,” “What International Relations Theory Tells Us about World 
History,” and “Reflections,” pp. 347-415.  (ORDERED BOOK) 

 
 
6 December (M):  10-page paper due (by 1 pm) 
 
 
10 December (F):  FINAL EXAM (11 am – 1 pm) 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING BLUE BOOKS! 


