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from the
Director

Greetings, IR alumnus, alumna, or friend:

It has been a busy year for all of us since our last newsletter. Here as usual you will find news of your 
classmates and other members of the IR Trojan family. 

One highlight of the year is that Michael B. Donley, BA 1977, MA 1978, and currently Secretary of 
the U.S. Air Force, invited our School to co-host a special Air Force conference at USC last April. 

In these pages you can also read about inspiring achievements of current students. We are especially 
proud that at commencement the University named one IR senior a USC Renaissance Scholar and 
another a USC Global Scholar. These rare accolades carried a prize of $10,000 each.

For the second year, the School of IR has attracted the largest number of majors in USC Dornsife 
College, though, given the state of the economy, the fastest growing major today is economics. We 
have also seen an increase in the number of students choosing to double-major in Econ and IR. 
The faculty has decided to make the IR major even more rigorous, by requiring one course each in 
world economics, history, and research methods for all future majors—to keep up with or surpass 
competing institutions. Our graduates will be well prepared to make good on the promise: “I think, 
therefore IR.”

In 2010-11 SIR faculty published 9 new books and 23 new peer-reviewed articles, plus other 
newspaper and magazine articles to improve public understanding of world problems. They have 
appeared on news programs, represented SIR and USC at public conferences like the Reagan 
Library’s Cold War Symposium, and they have testified before Congress. Details are inside and on 
our website. 

This year our dean authorized a major investment in the School through searches for three new 
tenure-track professors, more searches than he authorized for any other department except two. All 
three positions will be concentrated in international political economy, to make a major transforma-
tion in that subfield at once. This vote of confidence is catching attention nation-wide.

This past year Professors Abraham Lowenthal and Gerald Bender moved from the ranks of active 
faculty to emeritus faculty. We thank them heartily for their many years of contributions and we 
wish them the very best. We were also deeply saddened by the deaths of retired professor Gunnar 
Nielsson and professor emeritus James Rosenau. I am also sorry to have learned of the untimely 
passing of alumnus Kevin McDonough. 

As always, please keep in touch. We love hearing from you. We will do our best to forward messages 
to retired faculty. If you can help successor students in this tough job market by letting them know 
about internship or job opportunities, they would be immensely grateful. And if you are visiting 
Los Angeles, please consider calling ahead so we can schedule an informal Q&A session about your 
field with students. If not, just let us know where you are and how you are doing.

With thanks for your interest, and warm regards for the remainder of the year,

John S. Odell  
Professor and Director

http://dornsife.usc.edu
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The event included 25 scholars from 14 West Coast 
universities and think tanks. U.S. Air Force Secretary 
Michael Donley, a USC SIR alumnus, led the discussions 
among scholars and other Air Force officers.

In a recent conference held at USC, United States Air Force 
Secretary Michael Donley said that today’s military must 

integrate knowledge from multiple disciplines and called for 
help from academia.

Sponsored by USC Dornsife’s School of International Rela-
tions, the conference was led by Donley, an alumnus of the 
school.

“After two successful Air Force national security scholars’ 
conferences on the East Coast — first in Washington and 
then in Boston — it was time for a conference on the West 
Coast,” Donley told the participants. “What better place to 
have it than USC.”

Donley was among 16 Air Force officers including five gener-
als who spent the day discussing national security issues with 
25 international relations and engineering scholars from 14 
West Coast universities and think tanks.

In the opening session, Albert Carnesale, UCLA’s chan-
cellor emeritus, asked Donley and Gen. Edward Rice, Jr., 
commander of Air Education and Training Command and 
recently commander of U.S. forces in Japan, about important 
issues facing the Air Force.

“How do we now think about the economic entanglements 
and social and cultural entanglements as elements of deter-
rence?” asked Donley, underscoring the need for a multi-
discipline emphasis in the Air Force. “Where do we go with 
deterrence theory for what one might call non-state actors or 
non-traditional actors on the international scene?

“And how do we think about global trends in regional and 
local contexts? What does globalization mean to the greater 
Middle East right now as we look at the ‘Arab Spring’ and 
the impact of communications technologies, and the cultural 
influences from the West?”

During an afternoon panel on the strategic future of Asia and 
the Pacific, participants included Lt. Gen. Herbert “Hawk” 
Carlisle, Air Force deputy chief of staff for operations; David 
Kang, director of the Korean Studies Institute and professor 
of international relations in USC Dornsife and professor of 
business in the USC Marshall School of Business; University 

by Pamela Johnson, John Odell and Rebecca Rice

SIR and U.S. Air Force Host  
National Security Conference

Gen. Edward Rice, Jr. (left) makes a point, while United States 
Air Force Secretary Michael Donley and Albert Carnesale, 
UCLA’s chancellor emeritus, listen during the West Coast 

National Security Scholars Conference held at USC.  
Photos by James Gordon.

Co-host John Odell, professor and director of 
the School of International Relations, thanks 
Secretary Michael Donley and participants 
at the conference’s closing. The forum “gave 

students rare direct contact with players in the 
events they are studying,” Odell said.
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of California, Berkeley professor Mi-
chael Nacht; and Stanford University 
professor Scott Sagan.

The threat of terrorists obtaining 
nuclear weapons from Pakistan was 
on the minds of several participants. 
One speaker said the risk is low as 
long as the Pakistani military keeps 
its weapons on its bases. However, if 
the Pakistani military deployed into 
the field in a crisis, the possibility 
could be high, the speaker said. On 
base, the Pakistani military would be 
better able to maintain the security 
of the weapons, but in the field it 
could prove difficult to prevent spies 
among them from transferring a 
weapon to terrorist confederates 
outside.

Nacht, who served recently as assis-
tant secretary of defense for Global 
Strategic Affairs, highlighted security 
consequences of the U.S. federal 
budget deficit. Political deadlock in 
the U.S. has rendered it seemingly 
incapable of reaching an agreement 
to substantially reduce the deficit, 
Nacht contended.

As a result, Washington may have to 
reduce permanent deployments of 
U.S. forces overseas. It may also force 
new alignments, such as closer rela-
tions with Southeast Asian countries 
to counter the growth of China’s 
increasing power.

On another matter, Kang noted that 
while most governments are plan-
ning for the eventual collapse of 
North Korea’s state to spur massive 
immigration, “in fact huge popula-
tion movements are unlikely,” he said. 
The conventional wisdom that when 
North Korea collapses, hundreds of 
thousands or millions of North Ko-
reans will flood the borders over to 
South Korea and China is incorrect, 
he said.

“Research in other famines and civil 
wars shows that most citizens stay 
close to home,” he said, referring 
to the possibility of North Koreans 
staying inside their state.

SIR Senior Anna Philips on Meeting Secretary 
Donley at the National Security Conference

“The opportunity to meet with Secretary Donley was a defining moment of my 
three years at the University of Southern California and an opportunity that I will 
carry with me for a lifetime. It is events such as these that only solidify why I am so 
proud to be a Trojan and a student at the USC School of International Relations. 
A visitation alone from someone such as Secretary Donley would have surely been 
educational and inspirational. However, in true USC fashion, the students from the 
USC School of International Relations were given the opportunity to speak with 
the Secretary individually and inquire about a life and profession in Washington 
D.C. 

Most memorable of the afternoon was Secretary Donley’s advice regarding a career 
in the defense field. Whereas most professionals will return student inquires about 
futures and careers with a stern look and advice to work hard and study diligently, 
Secretary Donley recommended to allow life and the opportunities you stumble 
upon to take you where they will. Let people and events surprise you, said Donely, 
and you might not end up exactly where you planned, but it might just be the exact 
place you want to be. 

It was refreshing and inspiring to see someone of Secretary Donley’s status be so 
willing to take extra time to recount pivotal moments of his career and time as a 
student at USC, all the while with a smile on his face and endless words of encour-
agement.”

Secretary Michael Donley lunches with USC Dornsife international relations students 
during his visit. To Donley’s right are students Chin-Hao Huang and Anna Phillips; USC 

Dornsife vice dean for academic programs and international relations professor Steven 
Lamy; and students Collins Belton, Kevin Oakley and Kymberly MacNeal. 
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“The people don’t want to leave their home,” Kang said. “And 
in fact much of the planning we’ve been doing based on certain 
scenarios, based on massive flows — that is probably a less 
likely scenario.

“Even now, for example, at the height of the famine, maybe 
100,000 North Koreans have left,” he said.

A final panel discussed fundamental game-changers and 
discontinuities that might emerge globally over the coming 
decades. 

Lt. Gen. William Lord, the Air Force’s chief of warfighting 
integration and chief information officer at the Pentagon, and 
Dean Peter Cowhey of the University of California, San Diego, 
led a discussion of the security implications of information 
technology innovations.

The conversation focused on U.S. vulnerability to cyber war-
fare with one participant suggesting that the rest of the world 
feels even more vulnerable. Some countries consider the latest 
innovations — mobile devices and cloud computing (deliver-
ing hosted services over the Internet) — as a new reassertion of 
American power, the participant said.

“The discussions were quite thought-provoking, especially 
because this gathering was unusual in several ways,” said John 
Odell, professor and director of the School of International 
Relations and conference co-host. “Scholars enjoyed a rare 
chance to share insights with top leaders informally, while 
Air Force leaders left the Pentagon to listen and influence the 
academic agenda. The meeting brought together academic tribes 

that rarely sit at the same table. And it gave students rare direct 
contact with players in the events they are studying. 

“It was a terrific opportunity for us all.”

During lunch, Donley spoke to international relations students 
about his experiences since his time at USC Dornsife, includ-
ing posts as a national security leader in the Congress’s staff, the 
White House and the Pentagon. 

Rather than expecting to plan an entire career, he encouraged 
students to “bloom where you are planted,” and always leave an 
organization better than when you arrived.

“Work hard at what you do, learn all you can about an organi-
zation, make a contribution, and be open to new opportunities,” 
Donley said.

While at USC, Donley also visited with members of the Air 
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps Detachment 060. Some 
students named the April 26 conference and visit as a highlight 
of their academic careers.

“The opportunity to meet with Secretary Donley was a defin-
ing moment of my three years at the University of Southern 
California,” USC Dornsife international relations junior Anna 
Phillips said. “It was an opportunity that I will carry with me 
for a lifetime.”

This article was re-published from USC Dornsife News, dornsife.
usc.edu/news/stories/975/national-security-conference/. Thanks to 
David Karl (PhD IR 1997) for help in organizing the conference. 

UC Berkely professor Michael Nacht (left) Lt. Gen. 
Hawk Carlisle and Stanfor professor Scott Sagan 
discuss the strategic future of Asia and the Pacific.

Maj. General Stephen Hoog, Commander, 9th Air 
Force and Dr. Winnie Callahan of USC Viterbi 
School of Engineering participate in the event.

http://dornsife.usc.edu/news/stories/975/national-security-conference/
http://dornsife.usc.edu/news/stories/975/national-security-conference/
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This summer, I was fortunate enough to be one of the 
lucky fourteen students selected for a summer study 

abroad program in Geneva, Switzerland. The program en-
tailed a five-week internship at an international or non-gov-
ernmental organization (NGO), and a four-week Interna-
tional Relations (IR) course; basically, any IR major’s dream 
come true. Geneva is truly a multicultural city filled with a 
multitude of languages, cuisines, and cultures that permeate 
the streets, and not to mention, the United Nations (UN) 
flags and buildings that just seem to be everywhere!

My internship was at an NGO called UN Watch, which 
aims to monitor the performance of the UN. The organiza-
tion was a perfect fit for me due to my strong interest in 
human rights. With UN Watch, I had the opportunity to 
attend the 17th Session of the UN Human Rights Council 
to take notes for the organization I was interning for. I was 
even given the honor of speaking on behalf of UN Watch 
about human rights abuses in the DPRK, Sudan, and Syria 
at the council. In my wildest dreams I never thought that as 
an undergraduate I would not only be attending UN meet-
ings daily, but speaking and having my voice heard too.

The class itself, entitled “Summer Programme on Interna-

tional Affairs and Multilateral Governance” was divided into 
different topics for each of the four weeks. Every day a dif-
ferent professor lectured giving us different perspectives on 
one single weekly topic. The topics included: Global Public 
Goods (Health and Environment); Global Migration; Hu-
man Security and Human Rights; and the European Union. 
For the first three weeks we attended class with approxi-
mately 35 other students from countries around the world, 
and in the final week we had a more intimate experience 
with just the fourteen of us Trojans. While the intention of 
the class was for graduate students, we all participated fully 
in each lecture and felt as though we were on the same level, 
regardless that we were all undergraduates, as the rest of the 
students. 

Looking back, there were a few things that I felt prepared 
me for the Geneva Summer Program. One class I took at 
USC, “Global Civil Society: Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions” (IR371) (with Professor Geoffrey Wiseman) gave me 
the needed background knowledge to understand the role 
NGOs play in the world, and most relevant to my intern-
ship, at the UN. Another IR course, Foreign Policy Analysis 
(IR341) (with Professor Steven Lamy) also helped by teach-
ing me how to analyze and understand different internation-
al scenarios with “tools” and “levels of analysis” regardless if 
I knew all the details or not. Finally, reading some sort of 
foreign policy or international journal or magazine (such as 
the Economist) before and throughout the trip ensured that 
I was up to date on the current debates in world politics. 

The best part of having a program like this in Geneva is the 
ability for students to not only learn in the classroom, but to 
learn and experience the inner workings of foreign policy at 
the multilateral level. An opportunity like this seems incon-
ceivable for young undergraduate students, and I am thus 
extremely grateful that I go to USC, and that I had the op-
portunity to participate in this prestigious program. Because 
of this summer experience, I am now confident enough to 
walk into Room 20 at the UN in Geneva, sit down with my 
laptop and start taking notes while understanding the poli-
tics, tensions, and policy echoing throughout the room. 

Becca Wertman is a junior majoring in International Relations 
with minors in French and Economics. As a Canadian studying 
in the United States, she dreams of doing foreign policy work for 
the Canadian government or perhaps one day working in the 
field of diplomatic relations between the two countries. When not 
studying, Becca enjoys doing research about Human Security and 
the Responsibility to Protect human rights norm with Professor 
Lamy, traveling, playing tennis, and volunteering to cook Friday 
night Shabbat dinners at USC Hillel.

by Rebecca Wertman 

Geneva Summer Study Abroad

Rebecca Wertman at the United Nations. In addition to 
their internships, students took a class at the Graduate 
Institute of International and Development Studies in 

Geneva. Photo courtesy of Rebecca Wertman. 

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/geneva-ir491/
http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/geneva-ir491/
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DC Trojan Network Aids 
Summer Program

by Wayne Glass 

As the School of International Rela-
tions summer program in Washington 

D.C. comes together, the Trojan network 
now in place in the nation’s capital plays 
an important role in sustaining our special 
program on nuclear security for the sum-
mer of 2011 and beyond. Beginning in the 
summer of 2004, Professor Wayne Glass 
formulated a unique program to take about 
a dozen SIR undergraduates to Washington 
DC to meet and learn from government 
officials and experts on problems concerning 
nuclear proliferation and weapons of mass 
destruction. The DC meetings and seminars 
were made possible in part as a result of Dr. 
Glass’ professional career as a government 
official spanning three decades in Washing-
ton. As a result, SIR students enrolled in the 
summer course obtain first hand knowledge 
on current nuclear security matters as well 
as unique insights into professional life in 
the nation’s capital. 

During the past eight years, a number of 
SIR graduates of the summer program have 
found their way to Washington and have 
assisted Dr. Glass in arranging meetings 
with officials and experts. This year, for 
example, in arranging a session with experts 
from the Center for American Progress, the 

young staff person assigned to coordinate the class visit was Ken Sofer, SIR graduate of the class of 2010. In years past, SIR 
graduates now employed in Washington have assisted in coordinating meetings with Members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, the House Armed Services Committee, the Senate Energy Committee, the State Department Bureau 
of Nonproliferation, and the Defense Threat Reduction Agency in Fort Belvoir Virginia. This special course, a part of the 
Dornsife College’s Problems Without Passports off-campus program, not only educates SIR students each summer regard-
ing critical national security issues of the day, but, judging by the helping hands of SIR graduates such as Ken Sofer, SIR is 
expanding its presence and building USC’s reputation in the nation’s capital.

Dr. Wayne Glass currently serves as a Professor of the Practice of International Relations at the School of International Relations at 
the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. For a detailed bio visit dornsife.usc.edu/sir/facultydirectory.

Professor Wayne Glass (center) with his summer 2011 IR 445 Problems 
without Passports Course, US Defense and Foreign Policy: Nonproliferation 
and Weapons of Mass Destruction. They spent several weeks in Washington, 
D.C. meeting with experts in the field. Photo by Rebecca Rice

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/dc-ir445
http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/facultydirectory
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Faculty Books: 

Feminism and International Relations:  
Conversations about the Past,  
Present and Future  
Edited by J. Ann Tickner & Laura Sjoberg

Feminist International Relations scholarship in the United States recently celebrated 
its 20th anniversary. Over those years, feminist researchers have made substantial 
progress concerning the question of how gender matters in global politics, global eco-
nomics, and global culture. The progress has been noted both in the academic field of 
international relations and, increasingly, in the policy world.

Celebrating these achievements, this book constructs conversations about the his-
tory, present state of, and future of feminist International Relations as a field across 

subfields of IR, continents, and generations of scholars. Providing an overview and assessment of what it means 
to “gender” IR in the 21st century, the volume has a unique format: it features a series of intellectual conversations, 
presenting cutting-edge research in the field, with provocative comments from senior scholars. It examines issues 
including global governance, the United Nations, war, peace, security, science, beauty, and human rights and ad-
dresses key questions including:

• What does viewing the diverse problems of global politics through gendered lenses look 
like in the 21st Century?

• How do feminisms accommodate differences in culture, race, and religion?
• How do feminist theoretical and policy analyses fit together?

These conversations about feminist IR are accessible to non-specialist audiences and will be of interest to students 
and scholars of Gender Studies, Feminist Politics and International Relations.

J. Ann Tickner is professor of international relations at USC. Laura Sjoberg (Ph.D. 2004) is assistant professor of political 
science at the University of Florida.

Security Integration in Europe:  
How Knowledge-based Networks Are  
Transforming the European Union 
Mai’a K. Davis Cross

At a time when many observers question the EU’s ability to achieve integration of any 
significance, and indeed Europeans themselves appear disillusioned, Mai’a K. Davis 
Cross argues that the EU has made remarkable advances in security integration, in 
both its external and internal dimensions. Moreover, internal security integration—
such as dealing with terrorism, immigration, cross-border crime, and drug and human 
trafficking—has made even greater progress with dismantling certain barriers that 
previously stood at the core of traditional state sovereignty.

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/faculty-books/
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Each fall semester of college begins with a flurry 
of questions and introductions, and the num-

ber one question asked is “What did you do this 
summer?” This year, because I entered the IR Sum-
mer Program in Brussels, Belgium with six other 
USC undergraduates, I will finally have a fantastic 
response: “Oh, I spent six weeks in Europe taking 
a class, participating in an internship, and traveling.”

For the first week of the program, I interned full 
time at the Institute for European Studies in the 
environmental cluster. I worked with a junior re-
searcher, Katja, on her dissertation which examines 
the effects of the EU’s environmental regulations on 
the US, particularly in the areas of electronic waste 
and hazardous substances. My job was to fill in the 

gaps in her research. For example, I researched trade statistics concerning US 
electrical products exports to the EU for all 50 states over 11 years. Thus, this 
internship not only taught me about both US and EU environmental policy, 
but also boosted my confidence in my ability to find large, difficult sets of data. 

Following the first week, I worked part-time at the internship after class in 
the morning. The course’s title was a mouthful—Foreign and Security Poli-
cies of the EU—and it was equally full of readings, essays, a final exam, and 
“field trips.” Luckily, I had already taken IR 210 with Professor Lamy, so I was 
prepared with a theoretical grounding, even if I knew almost nothing about 
the EU. After an introductory week of EU history and governance, different 
experts taught us about subjects like climate change policy, relations with the 
Western Balkans and Russia, and more. We visited the EU Parliament and 
Commission, speaking to policy analysts like Dr. Antonio Missiroli. 

During my time there, I fell in love with the city of Brussels. It’s a quirky place; 
where else will you find a city’s icon is a peeing baby, or murals of comics on 
the walls? It’s full of politicians, researchers, and ambitious young people. Brus-
sels also has its own vibrant extension of the Trojan Family: we were treated 
to two fantastic dinners by SIR alumni Dennis Oswell and Mike Gooley, and 
all they asked in return was that we pass it on. I enjoyed it so much, I hope to 
return to Brussels to intern for NATO after I graduate.

Rebecca Braun is currently a junior International Relations major, French minor 
from Newark, Delaware. She is also involved in the Center for Excellence in Teach-
ing and the Women’s Rugby Team, and hopes to decide what she wants to do with her 
life before she graduates.

by Rebecca Braun 

Summer Study in Brussels

Students in the 2011 Brussels Summer 
Program. Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB)’s 
Institute for European Studies hosted the USC 
Brussels Program and provided university 
lecturers and superb staff support. Left to right: 
Rebecca Braun, Geena Haney, Carmina del 
Mundo, Jessica Houston, Ryan Alam and 
Grant Packwood. Photo courtesy of Rebecca 
Braun.

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/brussels-ir491/
http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/brussels-ir491/
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Faculty Text Books: 

Introduction to Global Politics  
By Steven Lamy with John Baylis, Steve 
Smith and Patricia Owens

Introduction to Global Politics Brief Edition
By Steven Lamy with John S. Masker, John 
Baylis, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens

 
Professor Steven Lamy has published two new textbooks on international relations, Introduction to Global Politics, 
with John Baylis, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens and a Brief Edition with John S. Masker, John Baylis, Steve 
Smith, and Patricia Owens. They are published by Oxford University Press. The first U.S. textbook to offer students 
a truly global approach, Introduction to Global Politics brings together an expert team of international scholars who 
provide a current, engaging, non-U.S. perspective on international relations. Authors Steven L. Lamy, John Baylis, 
Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens help students to identify patterns, to apply theories, and to see “the whole chess-
board” of global politics. The book’s unique organization facilitates this global approach by dividing typical course 
coverage into several core areas of study—”Foundations,” “Theories,” “Actors,” and “Issues”—allowing not only for 
maximum teaching flexibility but also for more thoughtful classroom discussions on various theories, transnational 
actors, and timely global issues. Adding interesting features and critical thinking questions throughout each chapter, 
the authors take the global approach one step further, encouraging students to develop their own informed world 
views. 

Professor Cross Receives  
Teaching Award

Assistant Professor Mai’a Davis Cross has been awarded 
a 2011 USC Parents Association Steven B. Sample 
Teaching and Mentoring Award. She will be honored 
with the other recipients at Dr. Nikias’ Presidential 
Address to parents during Trojan Family Weekend on 
October 28.

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/faculty-books/
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The retired professor of international relations taught at USC 
SIR for 37 years and served as director of the USC graduate 
programs in London and West Germany.

Gunnar Nielsson, retired professor in USC Dornsife’s School 
of International Relations and expert in European integra-

tion, has died. He was 77.

Nielsson died July 10 at a nursing facility in Seal Beach, Calif., 
after heart complications.

“My father will be missed by all for his humor, intellect and 
loving spirit,” said his daughter Caitlin Nielsson of Long Beach, 
Calif. “He epitomized Albert Einstein’s words that ‘intellectual 
growth should commence at birth and cease only at death.’ ”

Nielsson joined USC in 1968 as professor of international rela-
tions and taught for 37 years until his retirement in 2005. Dur-
ing the ’70s he served as director of the USC graduate program 
abroad in London and West Germany, focusing on the topics of 
European integration politics and the European Union.

Over the years, he participated in professional conferences and 
seminars worldwide dealing with the European Union. In De-
cember 1990, he organized a conference in Germany, “After 40 
Contentious Years: The Two Germanies Since 1949,” sponsored 
by USC’s School of International Relations, Department of His-
tory and USC Max Kade Institute for Austrian-German-Swiss 

Studies.

A few of his major publications include Europe 1992: Riding 
High on the Fourth Wave (Brigham Young Law Review, 1990) 
and Economic and Political Factors Supporting the Europe 1992 
Reform Program (Whittier Law Review, 1990).

Nielsson’s research focused on ethnicity and nationalism in world 
politics. One part involved mapping ethnicity and nationalism 
into a global database called “ethnicen.” Using that database, he 
developed a graphic program that showed the geographic maps 
of ethnic groups and nations in contrast to the state-centric maps 
typically used. The database enables researchers to study more 
systematically the process of political mobilization from ethnic 
categories to nations.

Most recently, he worked with Steven Lamy, professor of 
international relations and vice dean for academic programs in 
USC Dornsife, on an educational outreach program centered on 
nationalism in Europe. 

“Gunnar was the first person I met at USC,” recalled Lamy, who 
arrived in 1982. “He took me on a grand tour of the campus 
and introduced me to the School of International Relations. He 
cared about his students, his colleagues and he was dedicated to 
the School of International Relations. These are characteristics 
and values sometimes hard to find.

“Gunnar was a true Danish social democrat who put the welfare 
of the community over individual self-interest. He was a gentle-
man, a scholar and a great teacher.”

Born in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1933 to Oluf Nielsson and 
Ellen Pedersen, Gunnar Nielsson was the eldest of six children. 
He migrated to the United States in 1956 speaking little English 
and soon began his studies at Los Angeles City College. 

After completing an associate’s degree, Nielsson studied politi-
cal science at UCLA and graduated with honors in 1961. That 
Fall he became a Woodrow Wilson Fellow and in 1963 earned a 
master’s in international relations from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley with a thesis titled “Commonwealth Consulta-
tion and Cooperation: A Case Study of the 1956 Suez Crisis.” 
He earned a Ph.D. from UCLA in 1966 with his dissertation, 
“Denmark and European Integration: A Small Country at the 
Crossroads.”

Nielsson began his teaching career at the University of Califor-
nia, Riverside, where he taught several classes in international 
relations and comparative politics. Upon arriving at USC, he be-

by Pamela J. Johnson

In Memoriam: Gunnar Nielsson
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gan his role as faculty adviser for the university’s Model United 
Nations, a job he kept until his retirement.

“It was one of the most rewarding teaching positions he held,” 
Caitlin Nielsson said.

Family members recalled that Nielsson loved to talk politics, 
travel, teach and watch Premier League soccer games. In addi-
tion to being part of the Unitarian community in Long Beach, 
he was an avid ballroom dancer, held season tickets to the Long 
Beach Symphony Orchestra and never missed a day reading The 
New York Times.

John Odell, professor and director of the School of International 
Relations, remembered how Nielsson warmly welcomed him as a 
new colleague in 1982.

“Gunnar Nielsson was a dedicated and caring teacher of thou-
sands of international relations students during his long career 
at USC,” Odell said. “Many students remember his course on 
European international relations, another on ethnicity and na-
tionalism, and the fun of playing roles in Model United Nations 
under his guidance.

“He was my friend and I miss him.” 

Longtime colleague Peter Berton, Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus of International Relations, and his family went on trips 
to Europe with Nielsson and his family.

“Gunnar introduced me to Heidelberg University in Germany, 
we cruised on a boat on the Neckar River and toured the oldest 

salt mine in Europe with our families,” Berton said.

At USC, “I have fond memories of meeting him Saturdays for 
violin lessons for his daughter Lisa and my son Jonathan, who 
carried their small three-quarter violins,” Berton said.

Berton said Nielsson made great contributions to USC by “being 
mentor for students in the Model United Nations program, hav-
ing considerable expertise in European affairs, and directing the 
school’s England and Germany programs.”

One of Nielsson’s past students is Marc Mund, who earned his 
bachelor’s degree in 2005. Mund was so fond of Nielsson’s teach-
ing he started a Facebook page for former students described as 
“a group dedicated to the IR School’s finest, Dr. Gunnar Niels-
son.” The page is titled, “Gunnar Forever.”

Nielsson is survived by daughters Lisa, Christina and Caitlin 
and five grandchildren Adrianne, Zachary, Sophia, Raphael and 
Isaiah. He is also survived by his family in Denmark including 
two brothers Jorgen (with sister-in-law Bitten) and Nils, and his 
sister Lissi (with brother-in-law Bob), as well as many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, extended family and friends.

A memorial service to celebrate the life of Gunnar Nielsson 
was held at 5 p.m., Sunday, July 24, at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Long Beach, 5450 E. Atherton St., Long Beach, 
Calif., 90815.

This article was re-published from USC Dornsife News, dornsife.
usc.edu/news/stories/983/in-memoriam-gunnar-nielsson-77

Students line up to shake Gunnar Nielsson’s hand during his retirement ceremony at USC in 2005. 

http://dornsife.usc.edu/news/stories/983/in-memoriam-gunnar-nielsson-77
http://dornsife.usc.edu/news/stories/983/in-memoriam-gunnar-nielsson-77
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Walking through the streets of Cairo, it is impos-
sible to overlook the pollution; the endless sounds 

of honking horns; the calls made by passing men; and 
the pungent smells coming from blends of waste, animals 
and food. Still, there was something lingering beyond 
the chaos that kept me feeling at ease, despite being in 
a country that recently had been subjected to a violent 
protest that crippled the government. This feeling was a 
sense of hope; hope for a happier future, a freer future; a 
hope that gave Egyptians the power to speak, to scream, 
and to let their voices be heard. 

Throughout the trip, my camera lens found beautiful 
scenes of Revolutionary murals, scattered throughout 
Cairo. The murals were colorful depictions of the war 
that was being fought in Egypt. They spoke as loudly as 
the honking horns in the street, they were scattered and 
messy like the surrounding landscape, they were bright 
and bold for all eyes to see. The scenes in South Sinai 
desert were a different story; it was like a different Egypt 
there. 

Our arrival in Sharm El Sheikh felt like a sigh of relief. 
There were beautiful coral reefs and clear water lining 
the shell-covered beaches. After a memorable sunset 
climb to the peak of Mount Moses and a quaint (but 
bug-infested) rest in St. Catherine’s Protectorate, the al-
lure of lax beach life was a dream come true. Sharm was 
a different Egypt than we had experienced in the week 
prior. Discussions concerning the revolution often turned 
back directly to its negative effects on tourism but did not find 
the same political opposition that was highlighted in the capitol. 
Life in Sharm and the Sinai region was in connection with the 
land. As our Sinai region guide, Ahmed proclaimed, “The desert 
and the mountains, those are the lands of the Bedouins.” In the 
region, the pace of life was much more laid back and relaxed. Lo-
cal Bedouins seemed much more concerned with caring for their 
families and animals, tending to their gardens, and sharing their 
life and culture with visitors. 

Hospitality was a prized value everywhere we went in Egypt, 
with shop-owners and hosts always going out of their way to 
make guests comfortable. What a beautiful culture to be a part 
of, where people always have time to sit and drink tea or coffee 
and chat with strangers. Even more pleasantly surprising was the 
fact that many Egyptians were willing to go out of their way to 
help and talk to travelers, even with a language barrier. One sig-
nificant value that stood out was the idea of sharing in the Sinai 
region. In Cairo, politics and social policy changes were at the 
forefront of conversation and thought. In Sinai, things were ap-
proached much differently. Sinai Bedouins and locals were just as 
eager to learn about their visitor’s lives and pick up new foreign 
words as they were about preserving and sharing their cultural 

heritage and crafts. We met with different Bedouin tribes and 
groups – Shabaen and his tribe in St. Catherine’s Protectorate; 
the women of the Bent Sinai organization, who work to em-
power women in their community while preserving their cultural 
folklore; and young Ahmed (pictured) and his community 
during our ‘Bedouin Night,’ who have marketed their culture 
and life into a tourist destination. The feeling of welcome and 
good spirits was always prevalent. For me, this is what the above 
picture has captured. 

In the photograph, eleven year old Ahmed and his camel Dar-
wish illustrate the serene happiness that I took with me from 
Egypt. Looking at this photo reminds me of a quote I keep 
on my refrigerator. It reads, “Peace. It does not mean to be in a 
place where there is no noise, trouble or hard work. It means to 
be in the midst of those things and still be calm in your heart.” 
Egyptians are fighting for their basic rights, they are standing 
up to their concerns and addressing the need for change. At the 
same time, despite political and economic hardships and ten-
sions within the country, the appreciation for life and culture has 
brought the distinct feelings of contentment and peace. 

Allison Dixon is a senior dual major in international relations and 
French. She will graduate from USC this December.

by Allison Dixon

Cairo Summer Study Abroad

The Cairo Problems without Passports course was the brainchild of Vice 
Dean and Professor Steven Lamy. Under Lyn Boyd-Judson, students studied 

“Globalization: Issues and Controversies” for two weeks on campus in 
preparation for a two week sojourn to explain, describe, predict and prescribe 

their way through the issue of sustainable tourism in Cairo, Egypt.

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/cairo/
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Faculty Books: 

Shifting the Balance:  
Obama and the Americas 
Abraham F. Lowenthal 
(with Laurence Whitehead and Theodore 
J. Piccone) eds. 

In early 2009, at the start of a new administration in Washington, 
the Brookings Institution Press published The Obama Administration 
and the Americas: Agenda for Change, offering a roadmap for a fresh 
approach to U.S. relations with its neighbors. Now, at the midway 
point of that presidential administration, the editors of that insightful 
volume follow up with Shifting the Balance: Obama and the Americas, 
an authoritative and critical look at what President Obama and his 

team have done in regard to Latin America and the Caribbean, how they have been received in the 
region, and what steps should be taken in the future.

Obama y las américas  
Abraham F. Lowenthal 
(with Laurence Whitehead and Theodore 
J. Piccone) eds. 

The Obama administration has been in office nearly two years, long 
enough to determine its approach and priorities and set them in mo-
tion. While many observers expressed disappointment at the initial 
results of U.S. policy toward Latin America, the Obama administra-
tion has successfully shifted some policies and is using the language 
of collaboration and partnership rather than confrontation. This book 
examines the Obama administration’s policies toward the region by 
addressing the following questions:

What accounts for the Obama administration’s surprising early focus on Latin America and then 
for its disappointing follow-up? How are the region’s problems evolving, and what challenges do 
or will they pose for Washington? What opportunities still exist for meaningful inter-American 
cooperation? What steps can and should the Obama administration undertake at this stage, both 
regionally and in a host of critical countries from Mexico and Haiti to Brazil and Venezuela? 

Taken together, these essays provide a highly informed, richly nuanced and constructive guide to 
the challenges and opportunities of inter-American relations today.

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/faculty-books/
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Cambodia Summer Study Abroad
by Morgan Furlong

Soaring high above the illustrious Angkor Wat on a hot air 
balloon, riding elephants to the top of ancient temples, feed-

ing bananas to a tribe of monkeys, relaxing on a boat as it floats 
down the Mekong river, refusing to have a bite of the appetizers 
du jour--tarantulas or crickets—but believing that frog legs have 
the potential of tasting like chicken, our post-card memories of 
our two weeks in Cambodia were as unique as the rain-proof, 
motorcycle drawn carriages that were available to bring us any-
where for less than a dollar as quickly as we could say “tuk-tuk.”

Upon my return, the Cambodian family I know from my home-
town asked me why I visited their native country. I explained 
that I went with a class of ten students from USC to research 
the success and failures of individual, communal and national 
reconciliation in post-genocide Cambodia through interviews 
with survivors and perpetrators of the atrocities. 

Knowing that Case 002 had just begun, my head was buzzing 
with endless questions to ask my Cambodian friends. I began 
with a simple, “have you been following the trials?” To my utter 
amazement, one of them answered, “I heard the lady got off 
yesterday.”

I could not believe it. I was referring to the trials of the four 
people most responsible for the death of 1.7 million people 
from their home country, and a Cambodian who lived during 
the genocide was thinking about the Casey Anthony trial. Her 
response was a slap of reality: most of the world does not even 
know about the current Khmer Rouge trials. Many of my friends 
had never even heard of the Khmer Rouge. 

This past summer, the Problems Without Passport trip to 
Cambodia provided my classmates and me with the invalu-
able opportunity to see the part of the world that our society 
neglects. Under the leadership of Kosal Path, a child survivor 
of the Cambodian Genocide and a professor of International 
Relations, we delved into a comprehensive week-long crash 
course about the history of Cambodia dating back from the 
Khmer Empire up to present day. Karen Jungblut, the Direc-
tor of Research and Documentation at USC Shoah Foundation 
Institute, helped us frame an extensive list of interview ques-
tions and taught us how to conduct interviews with survivors 
and perpetrators of genocide. Together, Professor Path and Ms. 
Jungblut prepared us to meet with various dignitaries. We were 
privileged to meet diplomats from several countries—such as the 
Japanese Ambassador and the German and American embassies’ 
representatives—who shared their knowledge on the subject. The 
foreign service officials described their roles and opinions about 
the controversial Khmer Rouge Trials in which a hybrid court 
(partly international and partly Cambodian) would finally try the 
senior leaders thought to be most responsible for the genocide. 
We also spoke with Youk Chhang, the Executive Director of the 
Documentation Center of Cambodia, who helped us focus in 
on our individual research topics while giving us the resources to 
enhance our learning.

Our two leaders guided us through the world we had never 
known nor could have ever imagined. In Cambodia, we ate meals 
while children stood in front of us with outreached hands and 
plastic bags waiting for our leftovers. We spoke to the widow of 
a Khmer Rouge official who never wants her children to learn 
about her husband’s bloody past. We listened to one of three liv-
ing survivors of S-21—Tuol Sleng Prison—detail the tortures he 
endured night after night as the soldiers ruthlessly ripped out his 
toe nails and subjected him to electric shocks. We saw the “kill-
ing trees” where babies’ heads were bashed against the trunks in 
order to prevent them from growing older and seeking revenge 
for their victimized parents. We watched tears pour down an el-
derly woman’s face as she begged us to educate others and never 
forget about the past and present horrors from which she, and 
millions of Cambodians, suffer. 

Every day I read the homepages of different news sources and 
search for a glimmer of awareness, a hint of interest, from the 
international community about the progress of the traumatized 
country that taught my class and me more than any book or lec-
ture could ever explain. I do not know when that day will come, 
but I am confident that every student who has gone on Problems 
Without Passports trip to Cambodia is doing his or her part to 
educate others about the Cambodian people’s past and present 
hardships and greatness. 

Morgan Furlong is a junior international relations major at USC 
with a minor in peace and conflict studies. 

Professor Kosal Path (front left), Morganne Furlong (front right) 
and students in IR 318, Problems without Passports: Summer 2011 

in Cambodia. Photo courtesy of Morgan Furlong

http://dornsife.usc.edu/ir318
http://dornsife.usc.edu/ir318


Fall 2011  |  17 

Faculty Books: 

Religion, Identity and Global Governance:  
Theory, Evidence and Practice 
Patrick James, ed. 
In the wake of 9/11, and with ongoing wars and tensions in the 
Middle East, questioning contemporary connections between and 
among religion, identity, and global governance is an exercise that 
is both important and timely. This volume, edited by Patrick James, 
addresses essential themes in international relations today, asking 
how we can establish when religious identity is a relevant factor in 
explaining or understanding politics, when and how religion can 
be applied to advance positive, peace-oriented agendas in global 
governance, and how governments can reconsider their foreign and 
domestic policies in light of religious resurgence around the world. 
Exploring topics such as Pope John Paul II’s Just War, the role of 

religious NGOs in relation to states, and religious extremism among Muslims in India, the contribu-
tors highlight the central role that religion can play in foreign policy. Taken together, these essays 
contend that global governance cannot and will not improve unless it can find a way to coexist with 
the powerful force of religion.

East Asia before the West:  
Five Centuries of Trade and Tribute  
David C. Kang 

From the founding of the Ming dynasty in 1368 to the start of the 
Opium Wars in 1841, China has engaged in only two large-scale 
conflicts with its principal neighbors, Korea, Vietnam, and Japan. 
These four territorial and centralized states have otherwise fostered 
peaceful and long-lasting relationships with one another, and as 
they have grown more powerful, the atmosphere around them has 
stabilized.

Focusing on the role of the “tribute system” in maintaining stability 
in East Asia and in fostering diplomatic and commercial exchange, 
Kang contrasts this history against the example of Europe and the 
East Asian states’ skirmishes with nomadic peoples to the north and 

west. Although China has been the unquestioned hegemon in the region, with other political units 
always considered secondary, the tributary order entailed military, cultural, and economic dimensions 
that afforded its participants immense latitude. Europe’s “Westphalian” system, on the other hand, 
was based on formal equality among states and balance-of-power politics, resulting in incessant 
interstate conflict. Scholars tend to view Europe’s experience as universal, but Kang upends this tra-
dition, emphasizing East Asia’s formal hierarchy as an international system with its own history and 
character. This approach not only recasts our understanding of East Asian relations but also defines a 
model that applies to other hegemonies outside the European order.

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/faculty-books/
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SIR Faculty in the News

September 25, 2011 Pasadena Star-News quoted Laurie Brand, 
Robert Grandford Wright Professor, about the Obama admin-
istration’s Middle East policy.

August 29, 2011 Newsweek ran an op-ed by John Eatwell 
about the European Monetary Union.

August 18, 2011 St. Petersburg Times cited Carol Wise in a 
story about President Obama’s promise to promote economic 
development in Mexico as a means of stemming illegal immi-
gration.

August 17, 2011 The Washington Post noted that Mary Sarotte 
serves on the jury for the Council on Foreign Relations’ Arthur 
Ross Book Award.

August 9, 2011 Asia Times (China) reported that Daniel Lynch 
was one of the signers of open letters to Taiwanese President 
Ma Ying-jeou regarding justice and democracy issues.

July 13, 2011 The Korea Times (South Korea) featured an 
ongoing research project by David Kang, which challenges 
the conventional notion that there would be a mass exodus of 
refugees if North Korea collapsed. Working with a Columbia 
University colleague, Kang interviewed existing North Korean 
refugees.

July 12, 2011 JoongAng Daily (South Korea) reported that Da-
vid Kang participated in the 2011 Korea Foundation Assembly 
in Seoul, and cited him regarding interest in Korean studies.

July 10, 2011 The Diplomat ( Japan) ran an op-ed by Professor 
Daniel Lynch on lessons China can learn from Thailand. State-
society tensions are rising in China, and China’s government 
has become more repressive in response, Lynch wrote. This 
approach could cause China to go through the same cycles of 
demonstrations and violence that Thailand has experienced, he 
added. Lynch concluded that the Chinese government needs to 
prepare China for democratization, not intensify repression.

June 28, 2011 The Korea Times (South Korea) quoted David 
Kang about recent actions by the Chinese government.

June 18, 2011 San Gabriel Valley Tribune quoted Laurie Brand 
about the current economic situation in Egypt.

June 1, 2011 The Korea Herald (South Korea) featured David 
Kang, director of the USC Korean Studies Institute. The story 
reported that the institute, the only Korean studies center on 
the mainland with its own building, is launching a minor’s 
program in Korean studies.

May 29, 2011 Doug Becker was interviewed by POIR doctoral 
candidate Maria Armoudian on her show, The Insighters on 
KPFK radio. 

April 29, 2011 The Christian Science Monitor quoted David 
Kang about former President Jimmy Carter’s visit to North 
Korea.

March 25, 2011 The New York Times quoted Pamela Starr 
about the resignation of the American ambassador to Mexico 
after the release of his private cables criticizing Mexico’s efforts 
to fight organized crime.

March 19, 2011 Hindustan Times (India) quoted Jacques Hy-
mans about the social psychology surrounding nuclear energy.

March 10 & 12, 2011 Bangkok Post (Thailand) and The 
Christian Science Monitor ran an interview between Abraham 
Lowenthal and Ecuadorean President Rafael Correa.

March 2, 2011 The Washington Post, in an Associate Press 
story, quoted Pamela Starr about Mexican President Felipe 
Calderon’s agenda for his visit to the United States.

March 1, 2011 Korea Daily quoted David Kang about North 
Korea. Arirang (South Korea) also interviewed Kang on the 
subject.

The Hankyoreh (South Korea) mentioned the USC Korean 
Studies Institute in a story on Korean studies expansion in the 
United States, and cited David Kang as a rising scholar.

February 17, 2011 Foreign Policy ran an op-ed written by Lau-
rie Brand and Rym Kaki of the USC School of Policy, Plan-
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ning, and Development, and a Kent State University colleague, 
about the role of first lady in the Middle East.

February 16, 2011 Public Radio International’s “The Tavis 
Smiley Show” interviewed Laurie Brand about the political 
situation in Egypt.

February 15, 2011 PBS News Los Angeles affiliate KCET-TV’s 

“SoCal Connected” ran two stories interviewing Laurie Brand 
about the political situation in Egypt. Brand was also inter-
viewed by Fox News Los Angeles affiliate KTTV-TV, KFWB-
AM, KNX-AM and L.A. Watts Times.

Keep up to date with our faculty in the news on the web at  
dornsife.usc.edu/sir.

SIR Professors Win Mellon-LASA Grant

School of International Relations Professors Saori N. Katada and Carol Wise along with Portland 
Sate University Professor Leslie Elliott Armijo have won a Mellon-LASA (Latin American Stud-
ies Association) Grant for 2011-2012. The project is entitled “Financial Statecraft and Ascendant 
Powers: Latin America and Asia after the 2008-10 Global Financial Crisis.”

The project will commission papers that will be presented in a workshop at the Center for Inter-
national Studies at USC and then final versions of the best papers will be proposed for a panel at 
the LASA Congress in San Francisco in March 2012. In addition, they are envisioning an edited 
book or special journal edition for publication of the resulting papers. You can view their proposal at 
dornsife.usc.edu/sir/current-projects.

Professor Saori N. Katada, 
School of International 

Relations

Professor Carol Wise,  
School of International 

Relations

Professor Leslie Elliott,  
Portland State University

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/in-the-news/
http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/current-projects
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James Rosenau, professor emeritus of international relations in 
USC Dornsife, a founder of foreign policy as an academic field 

and pioneer in the study of globalization, died Sept. 9. He was 
86.

Arriving at USC in 1973, Rosenau served as director of the USC 
School of International of Relations from 1976 to 1979. He left 
USC in 1992 and was appointed University Professor of Interna-
tional Affairs at George Washington University in Washington, 
D.C. He retired in 2009.

Rosenau died in an assisted-living facility in Louisville, Colo., 
after suffering a stroke.

“Jim’s capacity as an author and a researcher has made him well-
known in the academic world, but his passion was always in the 
classroom,” said his wife of 17 years Hongying Wang. “In his 
own mind, he was a teacher first.”

Margaret Rosenau, Rosenau’s daughter from his first marriage, 
said her father was “always pushing people to think outside their 
own boxes.”

“He taught for more than 60 years and seldom took a leave of 
absence,” said Rosenau, of Louisville, Colo. “He was as dedicated 
as they come.”

Rosenau recalled colorful stories from her father. When James 
Rosenau was an undergraduate at Bard College in Annandale-
on-Hudson, N.Y., first lady Eleanor Roosevelt hired him to edit 
the first volume of personal letters President Franklin Roos-
evelt wrote about his time in the White House. While editing, 

Rosenau stayed in a cabin near Eleanor Roosevelt’s home.

“When my father arrived, a snowstorm hit the area,” Rosenau 
said. “Eleanor Roosevelt came charging through the snow to the 
cabin across the field from her home. She came to check on my 
father to see if he was alright. He always described her as a very 
warm and caring person.”

Rosenau was born Nov. 25, 1924 in Philadelphia, Penn., the 
son of a successful Wall Street broker. His family moved to 
New York City in 1929 and in 1933 he entered fourth grade at 
The Lincoln School of Teachers’ College, Columbia University, 
graduating from high school — where he was football quarter-
back, basketball center and baseball pitcher — in 1942. 

After his first year as an undergraduate student at the University 
of Wisconsin, amid World War II, he was drafted into the Army 
and deployed to England as a cryptographer with the Office of 
Strategic Services intelligence agency.

In 1946, Rosenau continued his undergraduate studies at Bard 
College. He earned a master’s degree at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced International Studies, then a Ph.D. in poli-
tics at Princeton University.

Rosenau authored or edited more than 40 books, including Tur-
bulence in World Politics: A Theory of Change and Continuity 
(Princeton University Press, 1990), which investigates the new 
forces shaping world politics beyond the nation-states. After that 
he wrote several books focusing on the dynamics and conse-
quences of globalization, including the increasing interactions 
between domestic politics and foreign policy, the rising impor-
tance of non-governmental organizations and the empowerment 
of individuals as actors in world politics.

John Odell, professor and director of the School of International 
Relations in USC Dornsife, said Rosenau was among the first 
professors he wanted to meet when Odell arrived in 1982.

“Jim had been a pioneer in the analysis of foreign policy deci-
sion-making during the ’60s and ’70s and was prominent on my 
reading lists,” Odell said. “He worked for many years to improve 
the theoretical basis of foreign policy analysis and to develop it as 
a social science.”

Rosenau’s later works were also highly original and wide-ranging, 
Odell said, focusing on the changes that information technology 
could introduce into world politics, among other subjects. In the 
mid-’80s, Rosenau was elected by his peers as president of the 

by Pamela Johnson 

In Memoriam: James Rosenau
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International Studies Association.

Steven Lamy, professor of international relations and vice dean 
for academic programs in USC Dornsife, called Rosenau a lead-
ing figure in the field of foreign policy analysis.

“As a graduate student we all read the two Rosenau edited 
readers,” Lamy said. “He was a prolific scholar and a wonderful 
teacher and a great mentor to all who came to USC. He took me 
under his wing because I was asked to teach many of the courses 
that he had taught.”

Lamy still teaches IR 341 and IR 521, foreign policy courses cre-
ated by Rosenau, who also wrote a book with his students. Lamy 
nominated Rosenau for the USC Associates Award for Creativ-
ity in Research, which Rosenau won in 1986.

“He was so humble yet so deserving.” Lamy said. “By that time 
he had just finished his book on Turbulence in World Politics. I 
think that was his 25th book.”

Rosenau lived in the hills of Pacific Palisades, where faculty 
gathered for a barbeque about once monthly.

“Our discussions about USC, global politics and other topics 
would last long into the night. Maintaining a strong sense of 
community was important to him,” Lamy said, adding, “And I 
could never beat him in tennis.”

Rosenau was director of the USC School of International Rela-
tions when Jonathan Aronson, professor of international rela-
tions and communication, arrived in 1976. The two were close 
colleagues until Rosenau’s departure.

Aronson remembered Rosenau’s love of life and scholarship.

“He was all about ideas, but was firmly rooted in the real world, 
especially after he overcame a fear of flying,” Aronson said. “This 
liberated him and thereafter he traveled the globe in search of 
the new.”

Aronson said Rosenau was a “pathbreaking thinker who opened 
new fields that others followed him into.”

Others, including his former students. Rosenau was Xiaoming 
Huang’s adviser when Huang was a doctoral student in USC 
School of International Relations from 1987 to 1993.

“Jim does not ‘teach’ you really in the way we usually use the 
word,” said Huang, now a professor of international relations at 
the Victoria University of Wellington in New Zealand, where 
he is also director of the New Zealand Contemporary China 
Research Centre.

“He stimulates, communicates and picks up things from conver-
sations with you. He does not really tell you whom you should 
become and what you should do as we too often hear from a pro-

fessor. Rather he naturally becomes a role model for you, show-
ing you that being a genuine intellectual can be a way of life.”

Kanathi Suphamongkhon was Rosenau’s Ph.D. student at 
USC from 1978 to 1984. Suphamongkhon said Rosenau never 
stopped being his mentor. When Suphamongkhon was Thai-
land’s minister of foreign affairs, he often spoke about Rosenau 
to people throughout the world.

“Among other things, a term he coined — fragmegration — 
helped me become more mindful of the concurrent interaction 
of the forces of fragmentation and integration, making it easier 
to formulate appropriate policy and strategy for Thailand under 
globalization,” said Suphamongkhon, now an international rela-
tions senior fellow at UCLA.

“Jim was my star and his numerous words of wisdom would 
often return to me and help me structure my thoughts during 
international negotiations.”

Rosenau is also survived by his two children with Wang, Fan and 
Patrick. His first wife, Norah McCarthy, died in 1974.

The family is planning a memorial in spring 2012 in Washing-
ton, D.C.

This article was re-published from USC Dornsife News: 
dornsife.usc.edu/news/stories/1018/in-memoriam-james-
rosenau-86/

Rosenau authored or edited more than 40 books, including Turbulence 
in World Politics: A Theory of Change and Continuity (Princeton 
University Press, 1990), which investigates the new forces shaping 
world politics beyond the nation-states. 

http://dornsife.usc.edu/news/stories/1018/in-memoriam-james-rosenau-86/
http://dornsife.usc.edu/news/stories/1018/in-memoriam-james-rosenau-86/
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2011 Academic Recognition

The School of International Relations holds a special cer-
emony each spring to recognize students with outstanding 

scholarly achievements. Among those acknowledged are the 
students in the Honors Program (see article on page 24), those 
recognized by the university and those given School of Interna-
tional Relations awards. SIR Director John Odell and Deputy 
Director Robert English presented awards to the students.

David Andrus Award

Dr. David Andrus became a 
member of the SIR family in 
1976 when he received his 
PhD here. He taught on our 
faculty from 1994 until we lost 
him to cancer in 2004. The 
David Andrus Award honors 
his memory by recognizing a 
student whose time among us 
best embodied the values he 
lived by, especially personal 
efforts to promote justice and 
peace in the world. 

Dana Narveson was awarded the David Andrus Award this year. 
Dana used the arts to teach school kids self confidence in LA. 
Through a different organization she provided mentoring and 
seminars to help eighth-grade girls in low-income families. Then 
in Capetown, South Africa, she volunteered in the children’s 
wing of a tuberculosis hospital. While in Berlin she helped Turk-
ish or Arab girls with their homework and the culture clashes 
they experienced. Then she came back to be an intern at Relief 
International in Los Angeles. Through it all she kept up good 
grades at USC. 

SIR Director’s Award

In some years the School 
Director gives a special Di-
rector’s Award to recognize 
a graduating IR student 
who has distinguished 
himself or herself through 
major service to the IR and 
USC communities as well 
as academically. This year 
the award went to Lauren 
Goodwin. Lauren served as 
the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) student ambassador at USC.

SIR Exceptional Student Award

The SIR Exceptional 
Student Award rec-
ognizes exceptional 
academic achievement 
throughout the college 
years. It goes to the IR 
senior with the highest 
cumulative grade point 
average earned in all 
College work (not just 
IR courses). Caroline 
Sundermeyer earned 
almost perfect grades, 
averaging 3.97. The 

highest this year was 3.98, earned by Daniel Charnoff. 

SIR Outstanding Teaching Assistant

Eric Hamilton was named 
the School’s Outstanding 
Teaching Assistant. Eric 
has worked as a TA for 
three CORE International 
Relations courses: IR 210 
(Introductory Analysis) in 
the fall of 2009, with Pro-
fessor Dan Lynch, who pro-
posed his nomination; IR 
210 (Introductory Analysis) 
in the spring of 2010, with 
Professor Steve Lamy; and 
IR 303 (Leadership and 
Diplomacy) in the fall of 

2010 with Professor Geoff Wiseman. This past year Eric was 
also a fellow at the Center for Excellence in Teaching. He clearly 
excels in all four of the core categories identified by the Center as 
crucial for Teaching Assistants: innovative instruction; contribu-
tions above and beyond the call of duty; contributions to instruc-
tion outside the classroom; and efforts at self-improvement.

Eric draws upon his rich experiences as a research analyst in 
Washington DC to develop case studies that help undergradu-
ates understand the real-world relevance of the material they 
are learning in their international relations classes. Eric receives 
strongly positive evaluations from students, an unusually large 
number of whom seek him out for special mentoring—includ-

Deputy Director Robert English 
with Dana Narveson.

Director John Odell  
with Lauren Goodwin

Deputy Director Robert English with 
Caroline Sundermeyer and Daniel 
Charnoff

Director John Odell with  
Eric Hamilton
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ing advice on finding internships in Washington and studying 
abroad.

USC Awards

At commencement, the university recognized 53 seniors as 
USC Global 
Scholars. Each 
student spent at 
least ten weeks 
outside the U.S. 
as part of their 
undergraduate 
experience in 
their field of 
study with a 
grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or 
better. Eight Of 

the 53 also have been chosen to receive a prize of $10,000. One 
of the eight at USC is Brandon Miliate. Brandon has majored in 
IR and minored in Gender Studies. He has been a leader in the 
USC Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Assembly. And 
he has spent nine months in Mongolia studying and conducting 

research for his honors thesis.

Last spring USC recognized 329 seniors as Renaissance Schol-
ars. Each student 
completed a major 
and a minor, or a 
double major, in two 
disparate fields with 
a grade point average 
of 3.5 or better. Each 
Renaissance Scholar 
is entitled to compete 
for the Renaissance 
Scholar Prize of 
$10,000 each. Of the 
103 graduating schol-
ars who competed, ten 
won the prize. And 

one of the ten is Zara Lukens. A Presidential Scholar at USC, 
Zara majored in International Relations and Neuroscience, and 
achieved nearly perfect grades in each. She studied abroad in 
Buenos Aires. She qualified for the IR honors program and will 
graduate with honors. In her spare time she was also captain of 
the cross-country team.

SIR Staff. back left: Katrina Miranda,  
Linda Cole, Luda Spilewsky;  

front left: Danielle McLaughlin,  
Elisa Cavarría, Karen Tang

Director John Odell with Brandon Miliate

Director John Odell with Zara Lukens

Professor John Odell (center) with several 
students receiving Master’s Degrees:  
(from left) Kevin Oakley (BA/MA),  
David Sakhradze (MA - Muskie Fellow),  
Joseph Peters (BA/MA), Albert Lai (MA/MPA), 
Lilit Grigoryan (MA - Muskie Fellow),  
and Cynthia Macias (BA/MA)
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2011 SIR Honors Theses

The Honors Program is designed to provide an opportunity 
for a structured in-depth study of a topic chosen by the stu-

dent. Students take IR 494: Honors Thesis Seminar with Profes-
sor John Odell. Under the supervision of a faculty member who 
is expert in the student’s thesis topic, Honors candidates develop 
a formal research design, conduct a literature review, apply 
theories and research methodologies relevant to their study and 
author a thesis of publishable quality. Graduates of the IR Hon-
ors Program have found the experience invaluable in enhancing 
their writing, research and reasoning skills and preparing them 
for future graduate work.

Daniel Charnoff. Development Games: Outcomes 
of the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa

My research focused on the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South 
Africa. I sought to measure the extent to which the South 
African government took advantage of the event to promote 
development and why. To do this, I established a framework for 
assessing the developmental impact of a sports mega-event and 
identified five explanatory variables. I then applied the frame-
work to the South African case, determining that the country 
had a moderate-to-high level of success in harnessing the World 
Cup for development, explained by its moderate-to-high scores 
on the five variables. Finally, I used the lessons of South Africa 
to predict the developmental impact of the 2014 World Cup 

and 2016 Olympic Games in Brazil, suggesting several steps 
that its government could take to improve its outcomes. I was 
able to do on-site research in both countries—in South Africa 
as part of a semester abroad in Cape Town, and in Brazil thanks 
to a SURF grant from USC. 

Anthony Gentile. Student Movements for Democ-
racy: A Comparative Case Study of the Student 
Advocacy Framework.

As both youthful idealists and pupils of history, students are 
uniquely capable of igniting democratic reform and revolution. 
This paper studies student movements in Kwangju, South Korea 
(1980) and Beijing, China (1989) to articulate the factors that 
allow a student movement to reach its fullest potential. The 
thesis identifies four variables that increase the likelihood for 
success of student advocacy. First, certain initial conditions and 
political contexts exist in which the student population is suited 
to bringing about political reform. A state’s past experience with 
democracy and current economic atmosphere, for example, can 
predispose the state to popular support for protests. Second, the 
unification of student groups within the movement is critical 
to maintain the legitimacy and longevity of the campaign itself. 
Dissent surrounding ideology or methods can quickly dismantle 
any possibility of success for the students. The third variable is 
the statement of goals and objectives. A public message identify-

2011 Honors Students with 
Professor John Odell (center). 
Left-right: Brandon Miliate, 

Mariya Grinberg, Zara 
Lukens, Andrew Matson, 

Anthony Gentile and Daniel 
Charnoff. Photo courtesy of 

GradImages.

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/honors-program/
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ing the demands of protesting students allows the movement 
to gather public support and, in some cases, is the best way to 
notify the government about the motivation behind the move-
ment. Lastly, the unification of students with other factions of 
society, such as workers, intellectuals, journalist, clergy, or general 
citizens, is necessary to create enough pressure on the govern-
ment to make the transition to democracy.

Mariya Grinberg. Conditions for Peaceful NATO 
Enlargement.

Despite the power structure in the international sphere, at each 
round of NATO enlargement, Russia was always a big factor 
in the decision-making process. Prospective members wanted 
to join the alliance to escape the perceived threat from Russia. 
Members already in NATO were concerned that enlargement 
would anger Russia and provoke a negative military reaction. 
To prevent this negative reaction NATO has provided Russia 
with four concessions at each round of enlargement: (1) help in 
domestic affairs by NATO countries, mainly the US, to Russia, 
(2) no nuclear weapons on the territory of new member states, 
(3) no NATO troops stationed on the territory of new mem-
ber states, and (4) a change in NATO structures to give Russia 
more power in the decision making. The failure to provide these 
guarantees during the third post-Cold War NATO enlargement 
(2009) caused a negative military reaction.

Zara Lukens. The Political, Social, and Institutional 
Causes of the Disparity between Water System Ef-
fectiveness in Uruguay & Argentina.

The politics of water governance is a growing topic of interna-
tional discussion, and there is tension between those who believe 
water should be treated as an economic good and those who be-
lieve it should be deemed a human right. This study explores the 
differences between the water policies of two states that share 
a human rights-based view of water distribution: Argentina 
and Uruguay. Whereas Uruguay has an effective water system, 
Argentina does not. This paper concludes that a combination of 
a strong central water policy framework, a history of failed water 
privatization schemes, the presence of an institutionalized means 
by which civil society can influence policymaking, and (more 
tentatively) a strong political institutional framework interact to 
explain Uruguay’s greater water system effectiveness.

Andrew Matson. Effectiveness in Peacekeeping: A 
Case Study Analysis Comparing the United Na-
tions and the European Union.

A growing area of study in the realm of International Relations 
academia today is the rise of international organizations, and 
ideas about how this rise will affect the traditional state-based 

analysis of IR scholars are as diverse as the United Nations 
itself. In regards to this new area of analysis, however, there 
seems to be a glaring deficiency: a comparison of regional and 
global international actors’ peacekeeping operations has yet to be 
conducted. This thesis looks to remedy that situation by compar-
ing the UN’s peacekeeping force in Cyprus from 1964-1974 and 
the EU’s peacekeeping force in the Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia in 2003 in terms of each mission’s effectiveness. 
The analysis revealed that, while the UN mission was ultimately 
ineffective and the EU’s mission was effective, the outcomes 
of the missions were not a result of the type of organization 
launching that mission. In other words, there was no correlation 
found that links global international organizations to ineffec-
tive missions and regional organizations to effective missions. 
Rather, the analysis showed that mission effectiveness can be 
estimated by examining a combination of three factors present 
in any peacekeeping mission: the level of animosity of a given 
situation, the initial conditions faced by peacekeeping forces, 
and the “external” politics and diplomatic efforts surrounding 
the mission. The findings in this thesis could have a large impact 
on IR scholars’ studies of international organizations in numer-
ous ways; for example, it could shift academic debate away from 
how regional and global organizations are different and move 
it toward finding different ways that these organizations can 
improve their peacekeeping capabilities.

Brandon Miliate. Indian-Mongolian Relations & 
Balance of Power Theory: How are Mongolia and 
India Reacting to the Rise of China?

India and Mongolia have taken many steps to deepen their rela-
tions with one another following Mongolia’s democratic revolu-
tion and open market policy implementation in 1990. This paper 
explores the particulars of Indian-Mongolian relations and looks 
into the reasons why India and Mongolia would be so keen to 
deepen ties with each other. Government speeches and cultural 
agreements on both sides have reiterated the historical and 
religious ties between these two ancient civilizations; however, 
I have attempted to complicate that argument by presenting 
evidence that India and Mongolia both seek to balance against 
China and the growing possibility of Chinese hegemony in Asia. 
The complicated and often rocky state of affairs between India 
and China as well as Mongolia and China have led to Mongo-
lian and Indian suspicions regarding the future of China’s rise 
and have driven both countries to take actions to ensure China’s 
rise is balanced against.

Learn more about the SIR Honors Program on the web: 
dornsife.usc.edu/sir/honors-program/

http://http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/honors-program/
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Faculty Accolades
In addition to the news and publications listed throughout this 
newsletter, several School of International Relations professors 
received special recognition this year. 

Professor and Vice Dean Steven Lamy has received the Donald 
Perryman Fund for the Social Studies Scholar Award, which 
honors a university scholar who has made a significant contribu-
tion to the quality of K-12 social studies in Southern California. 

Professor Jacques Hymans has been awarded the Mellon New 
Directions Fellowship for 2011. New Directions Fellowships 
assist faculty members in the humanities and humanistic social 
sciences who are between 5 and 15 years from receiving their 
PhDs and who wish to acquire systematic training outside their 
own disciplines. In addition, he has been promoted to Associate 
Professor with tenure.

Professor Patrick James was awarded the 2011 Susan S. 
Northcutt Award. The committee received thirty-eight letters of 
support from women and minority members. 

Professor Abe Lowenthal is retiring from USC this year. He 
has been appointed the Central American Visiting Scholar 

of the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies 
(DRCLAS) at Harvard University for 2011-2012. He has also 
published two recent books with another on the way. 

Professor Brian Rathbun has been promoted to Associate Pro-
fessor with tenure.

Professor Ann Tickner has long been one of our most distin-
guished professors. The International Studies Association of 
North America has established the Tickner Award to recognize 
her path breaking role within the International Studies As-
sociation and in the discipline of International Relations more 
generally. 

Professor Emeritus Peter Berton was awarded the Order of the 
Rising Sun by the Government of Japan.

Associate Professor (teaching) Pamela Starr testified before the 
US House Committee on Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the 
Western Hemisphere and Subcommittee on International Orga-
nizations, Human Rights and Oversight on September 13.

For the latest news visit us on the web: dornsife.usc.edu/sir

Recently tenured 
Professors  
Brian Rathbun and 
Jacques Hymans

Professors  
Steven Lamy  
and Wayne Glass

Professors  
Saori Katada 
and Pamela Starr

Professors  
Ann Tickner 
and Laurie Brand

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/news-and-events/
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Faculty Books: 

And Fortune Fled  
Michael Graham Fry

The First World War was the defining event of 
the twentieth century and the Paris Peace Confer-
ence the most important such conference. The four 
years following the war helped determine whether 
the world would find peace or face another war. In 
December 1916 David Lloyd George became Prime 
Minister of Britain and came to dominate wartime 
diplomacy and postwar international affairs. Al-
though he resigned in October 1922 and never held 
high office again, he was the pre-eminent liberal 
statesman of the twentieth century. Arguably Lloyd 
George was the equal of Winston Churchill as a 
war leader and indisputably superior as a creative, 
ingenious, and visionary statesman.

Maymester in Yorba Linda
Starting in the Spring 2011 semester, USC Dornsife offered a small number of courses in a 
new semester format, the Maymester. These courses take place during the four weeks after 
graduation. Maymester courses are stand alone offerings that provide exceptional opportuni-
ties for research and experiential learning off campus, throughout the United States, or even 
abroad.

Associate Professor Jacques Hymans took a group of students to study at the Richard Nixon 
Presidential Library in Yorba Linda. In this course, students engaged directly with primary 
source materials on US foreign policymaking toward the developing world. The case selected 
for intensive study this year was the Nixon “tilt” during the 1971 South Asia military crisis 
between India and Pakistan. The Nixon “tilt” toward Pakistan was a major foreign policy 
decision with significant lasting consequences for America’s relations with all the states 
of the region, including China. To better understand this decision, in addition to working 
collectively with published volumes of US government documents, students spent an entire 
week of full business days visiting and doing archival research.

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/faculty-books/
http://dornsife.usc.edu/international-relations-344/
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On March 4, 2011 faculty and staff 
joined together to celebrate the 

career of Dr. Abraham Lowenthal, 
Professor Emeritus of International 
Relations, who retired from USC after 
27 years. 

While at USC he received many hon-
ors and awards, including the Stanley T. Olafson Bronze Plaque Award 
presented by the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce for “contributing 
to the development of world trade in Southern California” 2009-2010, 
and being decorated by President Leonel Fernandez (Dominican Repub-
lic) with the Order of Sanchez, Duarte and Mella, with rank of Com-
mander 2006-2007. In 2005 he was named the first Robert F. Erburu 
Professor of Ethics, Globalization and Development. 

Professor Lowenthal will remain active in the academic community. 
He has recently published two books with another on the way, and he 
has been named the Central American Visiting Scholar of the David 
Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies (DRCLAS) at Harvard 
University for 2011-2012.

Professor John Odell, director of the School of International Relations 
remembers his long friendship with Professor Lowenthal. “We’ve known 
each other for three decades, since before either of us moved to USC. 
And when I think back over that time, one thought keeps coming back. 
Abe repeatedly generates great ideas. Ideas about a variety of things. They 
have been ideas for research projects, op-eds that would improve current 
policy, ideas for policy-relevant group projects; ideas for new institutions 
that could outlast any individual members; ideas about SIR curricular 
reform, and for USC institutional improvement. I remember one good 
idea for a degree program that we still haven’t implemented. Thank you, 
Abe, for all your great ideas.”

Retiring Faculty

Professor Emeritus Abraham Lowenthal 
(right) with former student and Associate 
Professor (teaching) of International 
Relations Pamela Starr at the 2011 
Academic Recognition Dinner.  
Photo by Karen Tang.

Abraham
Lowenthal

http://dornsife.usc.edu/cf/sir/faculty_display_ir.cfm?person_ID=1003474
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Dr. Gerald Bender, Associate Professor Emeri-
tus of International Relations, retired this 

year after 32 years at USC. He received his Ph.D. 
in Political Science at UCLA in 1975 and taught 
at UCLA and UCSD before arriving at USC in 
1979.

While here he served as Director of the School of 
International Relations from 1986-1991. Also, he 

was the recipient of several teaching awards at USC including the Out-
standing Faculty Award in 1983, presented by the Student Senate to one 
professor each year, and the Associate’s Award for Excellence in Teaching 
in 1985 given to two professors from the entire University.

Professor Bender researched perceptions and misperceptions in United 
States foreign policy toward Africa. Most recently, he studied the man-
agement of human diversity and its impact on economic development in 
South Africa, Namibia and Angola. 

He has published over twenty-five academic articles in journals such as 
Foreign Policy and Comparative Politics and dozens of articles in leading 
American newspapers such as The New York Times and The Washing-
ton Post. He consults for the State Department, United Nations, World 
Bank, National Security Council and several multinational corporations.

In addition, he published several books including Angola Under the Portu-
guese (1978, also published in Portuguese and Spanish), co-editor of Afri-
can Crisis Areas and U.S. Foreign Policy (1985), and editor of International 
Affairs in Africa, The ANNALS, published by the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science (1987).

Associate Professor Emeritus 
Gerald Bender.  
Photo by Karen Tang.

Gerald
Bender

http://dornsife.usc.edu/cf/sir/faculty_display_ir.cfm?person_ID=1003088
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In summer 2012 Associate Professor (teaching) Pamela 
Starr will teach a Problems without Passports course 

titled International Relations Policy Task Force: Rethinking 
U.S.-Cuban Relations. 

For over 50 years the relationship between the United States 
and Cuba has been characterized by tension, mistrust, and 
often outright hostility. Several times during the last half 
century changes in the United States, Cuba, or the world 
created the impression that a thaw in the bilateral relation-
ship might be at hand, yet each time these hopes were 
dashed. Once again, the possibility of a broader opening 
between the two countries is again being discussed. The 
Obama Administration’s less belligerent tone regarding Cu-
ban affairs and a softening of attitudes in the Miami Cuban 
community about the Castro regime seem to have opened 
another window of opportunity for improved bilateral 
relations. Indeed, recent shifts in U.S. policy have increased 
family visits and remittance flows to Cuba and eased aca-
demic exchange. Meanwhile, Cuba has transitioned to the 
“post-Fidel” era and initiated, albeit very gingerly, limited 
market reforms. 

These developments raise several important policy questions: 
How serious is each country about improving the bilateral 
relationship and what might each country do to take advan-
tage of this “window of opportunity”? What is driving the 
changes in Cuban-American attitudes and how will these 
play into the U.S. policy debate? What is the likely future of 
economic reform in Cuba? What might be the impact of in-
creased remittance flows and limited market reforms on the 
Cuban economy and the Castro regime? And given these 
developments, what additional changes to U.S. policy toward 
Cuba would best promote U.S. policy objectives? There is 
little doubt that a half century of tensions combined with 
domestic political realities in each country establish power-
ful obstacles to any rapid improvement in relations. Yet there 
also seems to be a real opportunity for small confidence-
building measures to have a potentially out-sized impact on 
U.S.-Cuba affairs. 

The challenge to the students who enroll in this course will 
be to develop specific policy measures designed to advance 
the process of rebuilding bilateral relations and reducing 
cross-border mistrust. To prepare students for this challenge, 
the course includes two weeks of study at USC followed by 
two intensive weeks of field work in Washington, DC, Mi-
ami, and Cuba. To promote the process of creative thinking 
that will be central to the successful completion of the task 
at the heart of this course, it will be coupled with a parallel 
course taught by Professor Roberto Suro in the Annenberg 
School’s professional program in Journalism. The students’ 
differing but highly complementary backgrounds, train-
ing, and ways of looking at foreign policy challenges should 
enrich their learning experience and final output in the class.

The course will be divided into three sections. Students 
will spend two weeks at USC studying Cuba, the history 
of U.S.-Cuba relations, foreign policymaking, U.S. policy 
toward revolutionary Cuba, and Cuban foreign policy. This 
knowledge will prepare them to analyze key moments in 
the bilateral relationship, the drivers of 50 years of perpetual 
tension, and the current state of affairs. On this foundation, 
students will initiate the second phase of the course dedi-
cated to original primary research on the topic. Students will 
travel to Washington, DC and Miami where they will meet 
with policymakers, journalists, and academic experts on 
Cuba and its relationship with the United States to under-
stand better the real world complexities of U.S. relations 
toward Cuba. 

The final segment of the course will take place in Havana 
where students will live in casas particulars, private homes 
who rent out rooms to visitors. During their stay they will 
meet with Cuban government officials, officials in the U.S. 
interests section, and academics and students at the Cen-
ter for the Study of the United States at the University of 
Havana. On the final day of their stay in Cuba, students will 
put their new knowledge about Cuba to work in a role-play-
ing exercise with students at the Center for the Study of the 
United States at the University of Havana. This bi-national 
group of students will be divided into two teams, each half 
American and half Cuban, one charged with playing the 
role of Cuban foreign policymakers and the other American 
policymakers. Their task will be to design a foreign policy 
strategy that promotes improved bilateral relations without 
ignoring the real limitations imposed by domestic politics 
and the regional and international setting. At the end of 
the exercise, these American and Cuban teams will come 
together to negotiate the acceptance and implementation of 
their policy recommendations.

2012 Summer Study in Cuba

http://dornsife.usc.edu/sir/study-abroad/
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News from our PhDs
Many of our former PhD students are busy  
writing and working in the academic world.

Eric M. Blanchard (PhD IR 2009) was named the ACLS 
New Faculty Fellow at Columbia University (2011-2013).

Andrew Blum (PhD IR 2001) is the Program Officer, Grant 
Program, US Institute of Peace. He currently oversees the 
Sudan North-South Border Initiative and the Communication 
for Peacebuilding. www.usip.org/experts/andrew-blum.

Lyn Boyd-Judson (PhD IR 2005) Director USC Levan Insti-
tute for Humanities and Ethics and Lecturer in International 
Relations has published Strategic Moral Diplomacy: Under-
standing the Enemy’s Moral Universe (Kumarian Press, 2011).

Alan Kronstadt (PhD IR 2010) is Specialist in South Asian 
Affairs at Congressional Research Service.

Wei Liang (PhD 2003) is the recipient of the Leslie Eliason 
Excellence in Teaching Award at the Monterey Institute of 
International Studies, Middlebury College.

Paul T. Levin (PhD IR 2007) is Programme Director for Gov-
ernance and Management Training at Stockholm University’s 
Centre for Regional and Educational Development and As-
sistant Professor at the Department of Journalism, Media and 
Communications. He has recently published Turkey and the 
European Union: Christian and Secular Images of Islam (Palgrave 
Macmillan USA, 2011)

Kosal Path (PhD IR 2008) has recently published “China’s 
Economic Sanctions Against Vietnam, 1975-78” in The China 
Quarterly (2011) and “The Sino-Vietnamese Dispute Over 
Territorial Claims, 1974-1978: Vietnamese Nationalism and 
its Consequences” in International Journal of Asian Studies 
(2011).

Abigail Ruane (PhD 2010) will be presenting a paper at the 
2011 Journeys in World Politics workshop at the University of 
Iowa. She won the 2011 APSA Human Rights Section Best 
Dissertation Award and the 2010 ISA Peace Studies Section 
Kenneth Boulding Award.

Witney Schneidman (PhD 1987) has had an article published 
on Bloomberg’s Vew on Africa’s emerging middle class. You 
can view the article here: www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-
09/new-african-middle-class-lures-investment-commentary-
by-witney-schneidman.html.

Guilherme A. Silva (PhD 2010) Is an Assistant Professor in 
political science at Georgetown College in Kentucky. He is 
also a consultant to their Brazil Initiatives.

Laura Sjoberg (PhD SIR 2004; JD Boston University, 2006) is 
Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Florida, 

Gainesville. Her books include: Gendering Global Conflict: 
Towards a Feminist Theory of War (under contract and under 
review, Columbia University Press), Feminism and International 
Relations: conversations about the past, present and future edited 
with J. Ann Tickner, Routledge (2011), International Studies 
Encyclopedia, section editor, for feminist theory and gender 
studies (54 article-length critical literature reviews, Wiley-
Blackwell, 2010), Gender, war, and militarism: feminist perspec-
tives (with Sandra Via, Praeger Security International, 2010), 
Rethinking the 21st Century: new problems, old solutions (with 
Amy Eckert, Zed Books, 2009), Mothers, monsters, whores: 
women’s violence in global politics (with Caron Gentry, Zed 
Books, 2007), Gender, justice, and the wars in Iraq: a feminist re-
formulation of just war theory (Lexington Books, 2006). Journal 
articles include: “The State of feminist security studies,” edited 
(with Jennifer Lobasz)in the Critical Perspectives section of 
Politics and Gender (forthcoming, December 2011); “Emo-
tion, Risk, and Feminist International Relations Research,” in 
International Studies Review (forthcoming, December 2011); 
“A(nother) dark side of the protection racket: targeting women 
in wars,” (with Jessica Peet) in International Feminist Journal of 
Politics 13(2), (Summer 2011); “The paradox of double effect,” 
Women’s Policy Journal, ( June 2011); “Gender, the state, and war 
redux,” International Relations volume 25, number 1 (2011): 
108-134; and “What are the grounds for the legality of abor-
tion? A 13th amendment argument” Cardozo Journal of Law 
and Gender (2011).

Congratulations to Azamat Zhanalin who earned his PhD in 
International Relations this May. He is seen here with SIR 
Deputy Director Rob English at the hooding ceremony.
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1970s

Alejandro Galindo Flores (BA 
1978) writes: “Today my main 
work is civil and commerce law, 
and litigation practice; in the 
fields of Personal Law, Property 
Law, Contracts, and Corporate 
Law...In relation to particular 
courses and a special IR profes-
sor, I will say that during my 
senior year, former President 
of the USA, Mr. Gerald Ford 
gave us a very enthusiastic and 
witty lecture on North American 
foreign policy and we had the 
secret service all over us within 
the premises of the VKC Center. 
The professor I remember with 
special gratitude is Dr. Berkes, he 
was very patient and encourag-
ing with me since, I was a very 
shy foreign student in my fresh-
man year.”

1990s

Kristen Sample (BA 1990) has 
been living in Latin America since 
graduating from USC, except for 
two years at the Kennedy School 
(MPP 1993). For the last seven 

years, she has been working in 
Lima, Peru with International 
IDEA, an IGO focused on sup-
porting democratic processes and 
institutions. She is currently the 
Head of Mission for the Andean 
Region.

2000s

Jean Brodeur (BA 2002) has been 
at USC Federal Relations for the 
last five years, and is moving on 
to a new job. She will be Senior 
Public Policy Associate at Inter-
Action, the largest association 
of US-based non-profits that 
do international development, 
humanitarian aid, and disaster 
relief. “I am so excited to get 
back to foreign policy!”

Rezarta Godo (BA 2003) is the 
Director of International Rela-
tions and European Integration 
at the Ministry of Education and 
Science of Albania. At a recent 
European Commission event she 
gave a presentation on Albania’s 
national policies, actions and 
work to develop research infra-
structure. 

Omar Karim (BA 2003) is a part-
ner and VP of Business Develop-
ment for PayDivvy.com, a social 
payments company, and CEO of 
MAB Ventures LLC, a web servic-
es company. He wrote to Profes-
sor Daniel Lynch: “I just wanted 
to reach out and say hi. I took 
two of your classes (IR 305 & IR 
444) around 2002 and they were 
my favorites mainly because of 
the lively discussions/debates.”

Anna Walther (BA 2004) has 
just graduated from Loyola Law 
School and wrote to Professor 
Steven Lamy: “...now that I’m 
actually doing that “real world” 
thing - I wanted to drop you a 
note. I wrote up my proposal 
with a Guatemalan human rights 
organization and was lucky to 
get awarded a Fellowship in Pub-
lic Interest Law to go work on 
indigenous people’s rights issues 
down in Guatemala with the Hu-
man Rights Office of the archdio-
cese (ODHAG), which is a partner 
with the UNDP and other IGOs in 
human rights issues, and indige-
nous peoples’ rights. I leave after 
taking the Bar and am looking 
forward to my work. I interned 
with the ODHAG last summer 
working on mining issues on the 
lands of the indigenous peoples, 
and now I’ll be working on the 
right to consultation generally 
and the current/fairly new prolif-
eration of large scale industrial 
and mono-agricultural projects 
on their lands. So that should 
keep me busy for a couple of 
years.”

Steven Childs (BA 2006) shared 
some great news with Professor 
Wayne Glass. “In the month of 
June, our team of 5 Claremont 
Ph.D. students competed in an 
international grand strategy 
competition, with Pakistan as our 
assigned country. We recently 
discovered that we are the grand 

Class Notes

In Memoriam: Kevin McDonough

We are saddened to write of the passing of Kevin 
McDonough (MA 1980). He died unexpectedly on 
June 2, 2011. He is survived by his wife, Margaret 
Leahy (PhD 1981), their two children, Sean Mc-
Donough and Maura Crvarich and grandson Co-
lin Crvarich. Kevin was a U. S. Air Force veteran, a 
graduate of San Francisco State University (B.A.), 
the University of Southern California (M.A.) and 
for 30 years an employee in the insurance indus-
try, most recently as the Vice-President, West 
Coast Property at RLI Insurance Company.
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champions. It was very much like 
the political simulations that you 
teach your undergraduates, and 
it was those experiences that 
served me well in the competi-
tion.”

Jason Wever (BA 2006) sent an 
email to Professor Daniel Lynch: 
“I took two of your International 
Relations classes (IR 333 and IR 
444) approximately 7 years ago. 
In spite of the fact that I am cur-
rently pursuing an MD and a PhD 
in Biology, I consider your IR444 
class one of the best courses I 
have ever taken. I absolutely 
loved its content, its interactive 
nature of the class, and its highly 

interdisciplinary philosophy. I 
have very distinct memories of 
several teachers as well as several 
classes I have taken in my aca-
demic history, and my time in 
that course stands out as one of 
the seminal influences that helps 
shape the way I think to this 
day.”

Aubrey Priosko (BA 2007) started 
a new job on June 1. She is work-
ing at the State Department’s 
Office of the Global AIDS Coordi-
nator (aka PEPFAR) as a Program 
Support Officer and will likely 
be on their Latin American/Car-
ribean team and their Asia team, 

as well as consulting on their 
West Africa team.

Alejandro M. Sueldo (BA 2007) 
has had several opinion pieces 
published recently. Three in the 
Moscow Times, one in the Small 
Wars Journal and several in the 
journal of Foreign Relations 
(www.jofr.org/author/alejandro-
m-sueldo/).

Chris Jones (BA 2008) will attend 
Stanford Law School next fall 
(2011).

Caitlin Ross (BA 2008) wrote to 
Professor Steven Lamy in May: 
Thank you so much for your 

Class Notes

Alumni in Focus

Jen (Mull) Ladwig (BA 1999) sent in this photo. “We thought you may enjoy this photo from a recent 
jaunt to Rome to watch France play Italy in the Six Nations Rugby tournament. It was a truly inter-
national ‘conference’ with Mike Gooley (‘97) coming from Brussels, Ryan Leong (‘98) from Budapest, 
and Walter (‘98) & Jen (‘99) Ladwig from London.” 

http://www.jofr.org/author/alejandro-m-sueldo/
http://www.jofr.org/author/alejandro-m-sueldo/
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advice. I am happy to say that I 
have been accepted to the MSc 
in Development Studies at SOAS 
at the University of London, and 
will be attending in the fall. I am 
so excited to go back to school, 
and get the post-graduate 
degree that I need to pursue a 
career in development. Plus, call-
ing London home for the next 12 
months is pretty excellent, too. 
I’m wrapping up my time here 
in Rwanda and will be returning 
to San Francisco at the end of 
this month. These past 7 months 
have been a pretty wild ride, and 
I have had an challenging, eye-
opening and fun time with the 
Kiva Fellows Program. I’ll be sad 
to leave, but I am beyond excited 
to see my friends and family 
again. Also looking forward to 
hot showers, washer/dryers, and 
all the other perks that come 
with returning to the developed 
world.

Catherine Lyons (BA 2009) has 
taken a job as a policy associate 
at the Bay Area Council, “which 
is a nonprofit public policy advo-
cacy organization that is dedi-
cated to making California and 
the Bay Area the best place to do 
business and to live. They do so 
by tackling issues like education 
and health care reform, trans-
portation improvements, climate 
change legislation, and more.”

2010s

David Livingston (BA 2010) “I’m 
happy to report that I’ve been 
asked to stay on at the Carn-
egie Endowment for a 2nd year, 
along with a raise and promo-
tion. Junior Fellows are typically 
expected to move on after their 
first year, but I am lucky to have 
won the respect and apprecia-
tion of my boss and he has asked 
me to delay grad school for one 

more year to contribute to the 
expansion of our still-nascent 
Energy & Climate program. It’s 
a wonderful opportunity, and 
will allow me another 12 months 
of drawing upon some of the 
sharpest minds in the fields of 
energy policy and international 
affairs...Also, I’ve had the chance 
to not only co-author a num-
ber of Carnegie publications, 
but I am also a columnist at 
“Americans for Energy Leader-
ship”: http://leadenergy.org/
our-team/#Livingston, where I’ve 
been able to get my feet wet 
with a couple of articles here and 
there. It’s nice to begin testing 
out ideas, collecting construc-
tive criticism, and slowly start to 
figure out what type of topics 
I truly enjoy writing about and 
which ones lose their intellectual 
attractiveness quite quickly.”

Cornelia Moore (BA 2010) has 
been working at the Center for 
Strategic and International Stud-
ies in DC and will begin a new 
job at the Boston Consulting 
Group this October.

Dawn Powell (BA 2010) wrote to 
Professor Starr: “I am writing to-
day to share an exciting update 
at the tail end of my Fulbright 
grant period. My article on my 
field research on Chinese invest-
ments in Bahia was published in 
the Financial Times and I am just 
thrilled!... Thank you so much 
for your support throughout 
the application process, and for 
giving me valuable tools that 
I’ve put to use throughout the 
grant period. In your classes, you 
truly taught me how to analyze 
economic and political systems, 
which has served as the basis of 
my research.”

Rachel Berman (BA 2011) recently 
wrote to Professor Glass: “I 
wanted to drop you a note and 

let you know that I am officially 
a hill staffer! I have been intern-
ing in [Rep.] Adam Schiff’s office 
for 2 months and, as luck would 
have it, our legislative director 
found a wonderful job opportu-
nity and left for greener pas-
tures. I just got hired last week 
as the new staff assistant. You 
gave me sound advice. I am re-
ally enjoying it here, it is a great 
post-grad city.”

Lauren Brodsky (BA 2011) just 
started as a Program Associate 
with Phelps Stokes working in 
their International Exchange 
Programs division in Washington 
D.C. “I coordinate the Depart-
ment of State’s International 
Visitors Leadership Programs! I 
am in my second week now and 
everything is still new and excit-
ing! (But I am of course missing 
the sunny LA weather)”

Timothy Johnson (BA 2011) is 
working for Rep. Linda Sanchez, 
where he is researching trade 
agreements. He recently wrote 
to Prof. Bozovic, “I don’t know 
where I’d be without IR 430.”

Constantine Savvides (BA 2011) 
recently wrote to Professor 
Odell, “I was a student in your 
International negotiation class. 
I really did my best to immerse 
myself in the material when I 
took the course. I can say it has 
already begun to pay dividends. 
I have just graduated this past 
semester and I am opening my 
own business. Already with the 
skills I learned in that course, 
I have things happen that I 
wouldn’t have been able to do 
otherwise....I keep “Manager as 
Negotiator” on the main shelf of 
my bookshelf and peruse it of-
ten. Last time we spoke, I believe 
you took a year off from teach-
ing that course. I hope you have 
restarted it because honestly that 
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http://leadenergy.org/our-team/#Livingston
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course alone was worth the USC 
tuition.” He added in another 
note, “Besides working on my 
first entrepreneurial venture, 
I am currently jet-setting and 
doing photography (www.flickr.
com/photos/costasphotos). In the 
past month I was in Belgium, 
Corsica, Germany, and Dubai. In 

a month, I am headed to India 
with a fellow USC grad (Jake 
Bloch 2011) for a photographic 
expedition across Northern/
Northeast India. We are hoping 
to release a book/photoessay on 
the relationship between spiri-
tuality and holy rivers focusing 
on Varanasi (the Ganges) and 

Kathmandu (the Bagmati). In Oc-
tober/November, I am headed to 
Somaliland and Eritrea to work 
as an assistant to a well-known 
photographer whom I met while 
studying in Kenya last semester.”

Keep in touch! Send your news 
to sir@usc.edu. See all the latest 
news at dornsife.usc.edu/sir.

Class Notes
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