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In celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Jesse M. Unruh Institute of Politics, Bill 
Boyarsky — former Los Angeles Times journalist, Unruh biographer and friend of Jesse 
Unruh — will moderate a series of informal discussions with figures in California politics. 
The second guest in the series is California State Senator Tom McClintock (Republican, 
19th District).

First elected to the California Assembly at the age of 26,  he served in the assembly from 
1982 to 1992 and again from 1996 to 2000. During these years, he authored 
California’s current lethal injection death penalty law, spearheaded the campaign to 
rebate $1.1 billion in tax over-collections to the people of California, and became the 
driving force in the legislature to abolish the car tax.  From 1992 to 1994, McClintock 
served as director of the Center for the California Taxpayer, a project of the National 
Tax Limitation Foundation. In 1995, he was named director of Economic and Regulatory 
Affairs for the Claremont Institute’s Golden State Center for Policy Studies, a position he 
held until his return to the assembly in 1996.  In 2000, McClintock was elected to the 
California State Senate. Senator McClintock currently serves as vice chairman of the 
Senate Transportation and Housing Committee. He also serves on the Public Employment 
and Retirement Committee and the Committee on Legislative Ethics.
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