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Akiko Ito is Fo
cal Point on Disability of the United Nations, responsible for the programme of the United Nations to 

promote the human rights of persons with disabilities through law, policies and development cooperation. She has 

been charged with the disability programme at the United Nations since 1994. Previous to her current position, 

Ms. Ito worked as Legal Affairs O
ffi cer in the United Nations Drug Control Programme in Vienna, Austria from 

1990-1994. Ms. Ito’s main subject is i
nternational human rights law and the area of interest is d

omestic a
pplication 

of international law, with a focus on the rights of minorities and other disadvantaged groups. Ms. Ito has an LL.B. 

in International Legal Studies from Sophia University, 
Tokyo, Japan, an M.A. in International Relations from the 

University of Chicago and an LL.M
. from Boalt Hall School of Law at the University of California at Berkeley.
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