ICW Awarded Two Major Grants
We are delighted to announce news of two recent grants to ICW.  This generous support will allow ICW to push forward ambitiously with several projects and programs that have been percolating or developing over the past several years.
The Los Angeles Service Academy
The WHH Foundation has made a significant grant to ICW through The Huntington.
This grant will allow us to begin a project many years in the making, at least insofar as thinking and planning are concerned.  We are delighted to announce the formation of the Los Angeles Service Academy, or LASA.  LASA is a program designed to serve high school students from across the entire Los Angeles basin, especially those interested in public or civic service.  Working first with a population of twenty high school juniors, LASA will teach students how the political, social, and environmental infrastructure of metropolitan Los Angeles works, and it will do so in ways that enhance each student’s scholarly, social, and civic skills and awareness.  It will prepare them for an unfamiliar work environment and will suggest possible career paths and career bridges to non-profits, civic service, community service, governance and infrastructural management.  Professor Doug Smith, an historian of modern American civil rights, will be LASA’s Executive Director.
K-12 Curricular and Outreach Projects

The Rose Hills Foundation has made a significant grant to ICW through USC.  This generous support will allow ICW to begin diligent work on three related projects.  The first is the assembly and interpretation of curriculum content in California history (both textual and visual sources).  Guided and organized by ICW, this material will eventually be used in various educational settings and classrooms, as schools and school districts tackle the fascinating history of California with young people across the state.  Our second project is a new effort focusing on “literary Los Angeles.”  Through a combined set of activities and projects, we will explore the literary history of the region and, in so doing, draw students, writers, and the public together in discussions, book groups, and the like.  Lastly, the Rose Hills grant will allow ICW to build a teacher wing on the Los Angeles Service Academy (mentioned above), so that our efforts aimed at high school students will also reach high school teachers.
We would like to express our gratitude to these generous philanthropic foundations.

