ICW supports research project investigating the life, career, and legacies of civil rights pioneer Loren Miller

 

ICW is pleased to underwrite aspects of the research of Professor Greg Hise of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.  Professor Hise is engaged in a project entitled "Property Rights and Civil Rights: Loren Miller's Quest for Open Housing."  
Miller was an activist attorney at the forefront of efforts to undo a prevailing dual housing market and to use its undoing to redefine race relations in America.  The struggle to desegregate housing and to realize “total integration” in California and the nation was a defining component of the twentieth century freedom struggles and for American history.  Using Miller’s career as a framework for a long and broad civil rights has led to three meta claims.  First, that the struggle for equal access to housing, which contemporaries understood to be pivotal for civil rights, has been overshadowed since by the efforts to desegregate schools and to secure voting rights.  Second, that California, and specifically greater Los Angeles, was one of a small number of sites where attorneys articulated the legal challenge against racial covenants that served as precedent for U.S. Supreme Court rulings in 1948 (Shelley v. Kraemer) and 1953 (Barrows v. Jackson, a case that originated in Los Angeles), decisions that together ended de jure residential segregation.  Third, that Miller, who began litigating covenant cases in 1938 and who went on to defend clients in nearly one hundred such cases, was recognized then as the leading expert in this field and as a central figure in the national movement for civil rights; given his contributions as a strategist and petitioner to the Supreme Court Miller ought to be known now and honored for his service to the race and to all Americans.
 

ICW is pleased to play a small role in this important project, and we wish Professor Hise continued success with his research and writing.
