In Conversation with ANNE HYDE

Empires, Nations, and Families: A History of the North American West, 1800-1860 
Friday, August 5 

noon to 1pm

Overseers' Room, Huntington Library

Empires, Nations, and Families: A History of the North American West, 1800-1860 is part of a five-volume series published by the University of Nebraska Press that reassesses the entire field of Western history.

 

The book makes clear that the Louisiana Purchase did not involve virgin wilderness discovered by virtuous Anglo entrepreneurs. Rather, the United States was a newcomer in a place already complicated by vying empires.

 

The period covered in Hyde’s book spans the fur trade, Mexican War, gold rushes, and the Overland Trail, usually very male-dominated fields of study. Hyde has taken a different approach, and, using letters and business records, documented the broad family associations that crossed national and ethnic boundaries.  According to Hyde, “These folks turned out to be almost entirely people of great wealth and status who loved and married across racial and cultural lines. It turns out that the West of that period is really a mixed race world that made perfect cultural and economic sense until national ideas made that cultural choice impossible in the 1850s."

This conversation is part of a brown bag luncheon series sponsored by ICW. The event is open to any who wish to attend, and a limited number of lunches will be available upon a first come/first served basis. To reserve a seat, please respond to Kim Matsunaga at kmatsuna@usc.edu by July 30.
